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VOLUME II. 



Chapter I, 

Judicial and Professional Labors. 

I took the oath of office as Judge of the 
Probate Court for the County of Kalamazoo . on 
the second day of January ,1877 , a t nine o'clock 
in the forenoon, and immediately entered upon 
the performance of the duties of the off ice, al- 
though I had then almost no knowledge of the 
nature of those duties or of the manner in 
which they should he performed. I knew in a 
general way, that the Probate Court had juris- 
diction of all cases relating to the probate 
of wills, and the administration of the estates 
of deceased persons , minors , and persons insane, 
the appointment of executors, administrators and 
guardians; but I had no knowledge whatever of 
the methods by which these things were done, be- 
ing wholly ignorant of the forms of procedure 
in the court , the filing of proper petitions, 
the notices to be given, the orders to be enter- 
ed, the records to be made, and the bocks in 
which such records should be entered. It was 
necessary that I should know all these things 
thoroughly and that I should have some knowl- 
edge of the cases then pending in the court . 
But as I had supplanted my predecessor in the 
office very much against his will, I did not 
care to call upon him for any information con- 
cerning any of these matters. I therefore set 
about acquiring the knowledge I needed in the 
only possible way under the circumstances — by 
studying the records and files in the office. 
This I did very diligently and thoroughly , to 
the practical exclusion of everything else, for 
a period of more 'than two weeks, going over the 
files in rnany of the cases , studying the papers 
filed and examining the entries in the books 
of record also, and thus acquiring a knowledge 
of the methods of transacting the business of 
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the court , the proceedings had in the cases then 
pending and the status of each. 

A.t the time of which I am writing a Probate 
Clerk was regarded as an indispensable official 
in the office of the Judge of Probate of Kala- 
mazoo county, on account of the large amount of 
copying and other writing to be done, and the 
one who held that position under my predeces- 
sor was anxious to retain the place ;but I 
thought that it would be bad policy for me to 
appoint him, one of the objections to his ap- 
pointment being his accurate knowledge of the 
business of the off ice, as I always made it a 
rule to have a better knowledge myself than any 
one else of my particular work. So I remained 
alone in the office while learning the business 
in the manner I have described. 

At some time in the month of January ,1877 ,my 
tfife came into the office as a copyist, and con- 
tinued that work for several weeks. Her duties 
in the of ice required her attention for only 
a few hours each day, the rest of her time being 
at her own disposal so far as office work was « 
concerned. "While she was at the office the 
care of the house and children d evolved i.pon 
my sister Jennie, who was then living with us, 

July 9,1877, ray niece , Florence Buck, came from 
Coldwater , Michigan f where she was attending the 
High School, and entered my office as a clerk. 
She held the po nit ion during the summer vaca- 
tion and then returned to Coldwater ,her place 
in my office being taken later, and on the 9th 
of November, 187 7, by Rffie Reynolds, who held it 
until Florence's return at some time in the 
summer of 1878. From that time until at some 
time in the eighties (about 1883,1 think) Flor- 
ence remained with me in the office and proved 
to be a most valuable assistant— careful, accu- 
rate and efficient. She was succeeded by Jes- 
sie Miller who held the position of Probate 
Clerk until the expiration of my second term, \ 
in 1884. From 1884 until I became Circuit Judge 
in 1888, and later, I had occasion to employ a 
number of clerks in my business as an attorney 
and as Chairman of the Republican Congressional 
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Coaunittee # and always preferred girls t© young 
men, as I found the girls to be more attentive 
to business and more agreeable as assiSctarcts 
than young men. Ida St earns, Alalia Wicks, Lib- 
bie ¥eller,Meta Forbes, and several others, were 
so employed by me at various times and for lon- 
ger or shorter periods. And I found all those 
who officiated as Probate Clerks ,and all whom 
I have mentioned as being in my office at a 
later period, to be excellent girls in every 
sense and not only valuable to me in a business 
wav,but pleasant , agreeable and companionable as 
businnss associates. I write this of thea be- 
cause it is no more than a just tribute to 
their intelligence , their faithfulness and their 
genial companionship while they were with me. 

quoting from a newspaper article which was 
prepared from material furnished by me, the his- 
tory of the Probate Court of Kala/nazoo county, 
prior to my accession to the office seems to 
have been as follows: 

"The first Probate Judge was Mr. Isaac Barnes, 
appointed by the Governor. He held the office 
until some time in 1835. He was succeeded by 
Isaac W. Willard, who held the office for one 
year, leaving it to Mitchell Hinsdill in 1836. 
Mr. H. held the offioe until Jan'y 1,1845, when 
he was succeeded b$ David B . Webster , elected 
in 'iovember,1844 ,and he held the office till 
the close of 1848. John Sleeper succeeded Web- 
ster, remaining in office until the close of 
I860" . (Personal Mention, Vol .1 ,pp .77 ,78 ) 

When I went to Kalamazoo to reside, in 1865, 
l3aac W. Willard was still living, but was then, 
and for several years thereafter and until his 
denth continued to be a resident of Paw Paw , 
Michigan. David B. Webster died before I860, 
but his widow was still living in Kalamazoo , and 
until her death was a highly venerated resident 
of that place. John Sleeper was a farmer, liv- 
ing in the township of Comet ock. He died— if 
I remember aright — not long after I want to 
KalamaiJoo to live. 

It may seem to be very unmethodical for me to 
mention, in this connect ion, one who was not a 



Judge of Probate of Kalamazoo county, but I can- 
not forbear turning asid e from the course of 
this narrative to pay a tribute of affectionate 
remembrance to one to whom I have for many years) 
owed a d~bt of gr atitude which could never be 
paid. Henry 8 . sleeper, a son of John Sleeper, 
Was for a number of years Supervisor of Corn- 
stock township, and was always my devoted per- 
sonal and political friend, and was the one who 
obtained---/! thout request from any one — the 
petition of the Supervisors asking for my ap- 
pointment as Prosecuting Attorney. Henry S. 
Sleeper was afterwards Secretary of the state 
Senate of Michigan ; later County Clerk of Kala- 
raaaoo county, and for four years or more was 
Secretary of State for the State of Michigan. 
He died a number of ye^rs ago. 

Marah Giddings was elected Judge of Probate 
of Kalamazoo county in 18 GO, and held the office 
eight .ears. Henry C. Brig go was elected in 
1868, and after holding the office eight years 
was succeeded by me ,as has been related. 

When Judge Brings assumed the duties of the 
office he found the records and files of the 
court-- especially the files— in a deplorable 
condition of disorder. Ho index to the records 
or files was in existence , and many of the files 
were not arranged with the other files in the 
same case, nor were they even in file-cases , but 
were piled up in one corner of one of the rooms 
of the office. Judge BriggB had all the files 
put in proper enclosures , with each case number- 
ed, and thereafter had all cases docketed and 
all the proceedings entered in their appropri- 
ate place in the records and indexed. But no 
minute of the proceedings in cases adjudicated 
before his administration was made, and this 
1-i.ck compelled a search of all the files in a 
case and of the records of the court during the 
time the case was pending, in order to learn 
what the proceedings were in such case. 

As soon as I was fairly installed in the of- f 
fice,I began laying plans to remedy the evil I' 
have mentioned , and soon after the time when 
Bffie Reynolds came into the office I procured 
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the necer.::g,ry index-record book and as time 
permitted I -vent through all the files and rec- 
ords in c?.see begun before the year 1869, exam- 
ined each paper filed and noted the character 
of the paper and the date of filing, and wade a 
minute of the s iae ; examined all the orders made 
in each case, the nature of the order, the date 
when it was made and the volume and page of the 
record where it eould be found, and made a min- 
ute of these facts also. These minutes so made 
by me were then copied into the indox-record 
by my clerk , thus making it an easy matter to 
learn the entire history of any case from one 
page of a single book, with a reference to the 
place where the details of any proceeding in 
the case couJd be found. Of course the prepa- 
ration of this record was a slow and toilsome 
proceeding and, if I remenber correctly , occupied 
much of my time and the time of my clerk for 
two or more years, and ail this work was done 
without one cent of compensation for it to me 
or to my clerk. A further and fuller account 
of the work may be found in Vol. 1 of "Person- 
al Mention," pp. 77-78. 

Performing as I did the duties of two offi- 
ces, those of an attorney at law and also those 
of the Judge of a court ,kept me exceedingly 
busy during the eight years from January first , 
1877 to December thirty-first ,1884 . My habit 
was to rise at six o'clock in the morning, so 
as to be at the Court House at about eight 
o'clock or earlier. I considered myself for- 
tunate if I did not meet one or more persons 
outside the office who were waiting for my ar- 
rival in order to see me in regard to some Pro- 
bate Court case or to confer with me respecting 
some legal matter. If 1 found no one waiting 
for me to come to the off ice, I could snatch a 
little time for general work, and this time was 
devoted to eit?ier legal or official work. But 
it was frequently , almost invariably , the case 
that Visitors on business of some sort would 
begin to arrive at the office soon after it 
was opened in the morning and would continue 



to come at frequent or moderate intervals dur- 
ing the day .until a late hour in the afternoon. 
Sometimes, though rarely, only a few persons 
would call during the day;more frequently the 
room occupied by my cleric and used as a recep- 
tion room, would be thronged with visitors from 
an early hour in the morning until late in the 
afternoon. I did not leave the office at noon 
but ate a cold luncheon brought from home in 
the morning. 

At about six o'clock in the afternoon I 
would go home, eat supper with my family, then 
return almost immediately to the Court House 
and do legal or Probate Court work until about 
ten o'clock in the evening, then go home and go 
to bed. And this program was followed day af- 
ter day during eight years, except when varied fe 
by ay being out of the office to attend to le- 
gal business , either in the Circuit Court room 
or elsewhere in town or out of town. These 
occasions were quite frequent and gave variety 
to my work although they did not lessen its 
volume. The recital of one or two instances 
of this kind will serve to convey an idea of *te 
the nature of my work when I v/as not confined 
to the Probate office. 

At one time in the first year of my service 
as Probate Judge I was engaged during the fore- 
noon of a certain day in doing general work in 
the office. In the afternoon I tried a case 
in justice's court , the trial lasting until in- 
to the evening. Late in the evening I took a 
train for Jackson , Michigan, arriving at that 
city at about two o'clock in the morning. Get- 
ting less than four hours of sleep,! arose at 
six o'clock, started for Lansing at seven 
o'clock. Arrived at Lansing, I argued a motion 
in the Supreme Court in the forenoon and start- 
ed for home soon after noon, but owing to the 
bad connection made by my train with another, 
I did not reach Kalamazoo until three o'clock 
in the morning following, went to bed for two 
hours and was up at six o'clock to begin the 
ork of the day. 

On another occasion-- in the same year, I 
think — I arose before four o'clock in the morn- 
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ing,took a train to P a w Pa- at 4.20 A.M., argued 
a notion in the Circuit Court of Van Buren Co. 
in the forenoon and came home about noon. At 
two o'clock in the afternoon I took a train to 
Jackson, and after my arrival there was engaged 
during the remainder of the afternoon and in 
the evening settling a hill of exceptions "be- 
fore the Circuit Judge, so that I did not arrive 
in Kalamazoo until four o'clock on the follow- 
ing morning. And instances like these were far 
from being unusual during the time that I held 
the office of Probate Judge. 

My activities in various directions — as a 
lawyer , prosecuting attorney , Sunday School work- 
er, Good Templar official and political speaker, 
had brought me into contact with the people of 
Kalamazoo county, so that 'by 1877 there were 
few residing in the county who did not know me 
by sight; but there were some except ions , and thej 
people who had never before seen me would, on 
meeting me, almost invariably express surprise & 
at my youthful appearance. In one well-remem- 
bered instance a rather prominent man residing 
in Kalamazoo, on being introduced to me expres- 
sed the greatest surprise , saying that he had 
always supposed another man whom he saw fre- 
quent ly( J.M.Edwards , it afterwards appeared) to 
be Judge Buck,and had no idea that an office so 
important and responsible as the one I was 
holding "would be given to a boy 0 " Another in- 
stance, which lias several times been related to 
those who will read this book, is recounted here 
in order to put the story of the incident into 
a more exact and permanent form. 

Shortly after I had entered upon the dis- 
charge of the duties of the office of Judge of 
Probate, a woman came into the office one morn- 
ing and asked me, "Is the Judge in?" "Yes, mad- 
am," was ray reply, "What can I do for you?" "I 
will wait till he comes in," was her response. 
Supposing that she referred to her husband, I 
paid no further attention to her until after a 
time she again asked, "Will the Judge be in 
soon?" and to this I replied, "He is in now, what 
can I do for you?" "I would rather see him, 
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f irBt ,"was her rejoinder. Still thinking that 
by "him" she meant her husband, I continued my 
work until again came the query from the woman, 
"Do you think it will be long before he comes 
in?" Beginning to suspect the truth,! sid,"I 
am the Judge. What do you want to know?" V.1th 
some evident reluctance she then told me that 
she wished certain information in regard to a 
case then pending in the Probate Court and con- 
cerning which she had — it seemed — called sev- 
eral times on Judge Briggs. Telling her that 
I would look up the matter at once ,1 stepped 
into the other room to examine the files and 
records in the case. While I was so engaged, 
the husband of the woman came in and asked her, 
"Is the Judge in?" "No," was her reply, "The 
Judge isn't in, but the boy has gone into the 
other room to look it up." 

Not many weeks had elapsed after I began to 
officiate as Judge of Probate before I began 
to hear of complimentary things that were being 
said of me in that capacity by those who had 
occasion to observe how I performed the duties 
of the office ;and this favorable feeling tow- 
ards me seemed to increase and to exist among 
those who had been my political enemies, as well 
as in the minds of my friends , until after a 
time it was evident, even to me , that , without 
intending it, I had made myself very popular in 
the office. Generally the pleasant things that 
were suid of me were said incidentally and such 
as came to my ears were communicated by acci- 
dent, as it were, but sometimes appreciation was 
expressed to me by those who had business in 
the court . One instance of this kind which I 
clearly remember , occurred a year or so after 
my first term of the office began, when a promi- 
nent citizen of the southern part of the coun- 
ty, a democrat in politics ,who had bitterly op- 
posed my election, said to me at the close of 
some business that he had in the Probate Court, 
"If you are ever a candidate for this office 
again ,you* re elected." 

I have always attributed the favorable opin- 
ion which so tiaiiy people seemed to have of me 
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as an official to the fact that ,in ay adminis- 
tration of the office ,1 tried to keep in mind 
from the first ,the fact that people having bus- 
iness in the court are, more frequently than oth- 
erwise , wholly ignotant of the nature of legal 
proceedings , have much depending on the result 
of their business with the court , and are, con- 
sequently , anxious and apprehens ive ,and if the 
Judge assumes the dignity of his position and 
simply answers their questions and leaves them 
to grope their way through the mazes of the 
case, or if he exhibits any irritation or impa- 
tience when questions are asked that seem to 
him to be needless, or when requests are inno- 
cently made with which he cannot comply, the ex- 
perience of the person interested in the case 
is very often an anxious , troubled and unhappy 
one. £n<& I made it a rule that when those in- 
terested in estates appeared without counsel, 
(as was most frequently the case)I would take 
the initiative , explain all the proceedings 
kindly and clearly, give them all the assistance 
in my power, answer all questions p3 easantly ,no 
matter how absurd they might be, and never al- 
low myself to show impatience or irritation. 
The need of patience in these matters was well 
illustrated on one occasion in 1884 — the last 
year that I held the office of Probate Judge — 
while the Court House was being moved and I was 
occupying temporary quarters in the office of 
the County Clerk, in a small building of brick 
near the site of the present Court. House. One 
dismal, rainy day , when the County Clerk was ab- 
sent and his wife was keeping the office for 
him, there was but one visitor to the office 
during the day, and that v;as a woman who came 
to see me on a matter of probate business. She 
came in the morning and occupied all my time 
until noon, plying me with question after ques- 
tion and making observations. At noon she went 
out for a short time and then returned and re- 
peated the program of the forenoon until late 
in the afternoon, without variation. As soon 
as the door had closed on the woman after her 
final departure , the County Clerk's wife threw 



down her pen and exclaimed, "0, mercy! Do you 
hare to go through things like that , often? It 
would kill me in less than a week." This was a n 
extreme instance , but it illustrates the need I 
had <Tf unfailing patience and courtesy in deal- 
ing with those who had business with the court. 

And this method of dealing with people, which 
I adopted without design, was followed by me 
during all the time that I served in any offi- 
cial capacity. At tines v/hen on the bench of 
the Circuit Court ,it seemed to be necessary to 
be severe with attorneys and others, but I am 
sure that I never n a de an enemy of a single 
member of the bar through any want of courtesy 
or consideration. I had a few, a very few, ene- 
mies among the members of the bar when I left 
the "bench, but not one of them had reason to 
claim,or did claim, to my knowledge , that his an- 
tagonism was due to any personal ill-treatment 
by me. 

At one time a prominent memberfof the bar who 
lived outside the circuit over which I presid- 
ed, in talking with me referred to what he term- 
ed ray "Good reputation among the members of the 
bar of the State" for being easy of access and 
pleasant to do business with, and added:" And you 
have never lost anything by it, either. A Judge 
should be dignified >a nd you are always that; but 
you never put on any high and mighty airs, but 
you seem to feel kindly towards the boysfthe 
lawyer sj arid to be willing to help them all you 
can. And they're all your s orn friends, be- 
cause you are friendly to them." And several 
years after I had left the bench, a man who was 
then and had been for many years connected with 
w4*fc the officre of the Sheriff of the county of 
Kalamazoo or with the police force of the city 
of Kalamazoo , or bothjaaid to me , "Many of us men 
of the Sheriff's office and police wish that 
you were back on the bench, that you had never 
left it and could stay on it as long as you 
live. We have talked it over among ourselves a 
groat many times how, when you were Circuit 
Judge, if we got to a place where we didn't know 
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what to do ,we could always go to you and you 
would never fall "back upon your dignity and re- 
fuse to tell us what we wanted to know, but you 
would always receive us pleasantly arid tell us 
just j/feat the law was on that subject. You 
didn't tell us what to do, hut we knew enough to 
know that th&!-. raight not he proper ;nor did you 
say what you Would decide in a given Case/and 
we didn't expect that you would, as we knew that 
you couldn't do that , hut you made the law so 
plain to us that we knev; just what to do and 
what not to do in order to do our duty and keep 
out of trouble , and we've always sworn by jd u 
ever since." 

I record these tilings- -which cculd not be re- 
lated with propriety in an autobiography intend- 
ed for publication — because they are a part , and 
an important pari , of the story of my life, and n 
are known to very few, if any, now living , except 
iays elf . 

Although the sums received by me from legal 
business in 1877 exceeded the amount received 
from the same source during the preceding year 
by less than one hundred dollars, the money 
which I earned by legal services in 1877 was 
a! out four hundred dollars more than I earned 
in 18«5G. I tried only six ca«es in justice's 
court in 1877 , prevailed in five and was defeat- 
ed in one, but was successful in the latter on 
appeal. It was a case involving highway rights 
and in which the interests of the entire commu- 
nity were adverse to the interests of my cli- 
ent, and was therefore a hopeless case in the 
court of the justice before whom it was tried, 
especially as aay defense was a purely technical 
one. But after it had been appealed to the 
circuit court the plaintiffs were glad to take 
the case out of court on terns dictated by my 
client . 

In the circuit court I was retained in a 
greater number of cases in 1877 than I had been 
employed in during any year since I had been in 
business alone. T also tried a considerable 
number of cases at law in the circuit and ar- 
gued a number in chancery, tfone of these cases 
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had any peculiar features , alt hough some of thorn 
were very important , ^specially one in $$m Buren 
county in urMoh I obtained a large verdict in 
spite of a strong adverse sentimental the com- 
munity in which the parties lived, and clearly 
manifested hostility to my side of the case on 
the part of the circuit judge. During the year 
I argued four cases in the Supreme Court and 
submitted one on briefs. In these cases I was 
very unf ortunate ,as I won only one and lost 
f our , although I have thought to this day that 
the decision of the Supreme Court should have 
been in my favor in four of the caseB instead 
of in one. In one of the cases in which the 
court decided against my client ,1 had brought 
suit to foreclose a nortgage and the defense 
•was based on an alleged contract which was a 
forgery. The circuit judge decided the case 
in my favor, but the Supreme Court held the con- 
tract to be genuine. The nian who committed the 
forgery afterwards confessed the crime , which 
left the Justices of the Supreme Court in the 
situation of having decided the case in favor 
of a criminal and against the truth and jus- 
tice, and also against the opinion of the Cir- 
cuit Judge, who was in a better position than 
they to judge the truth of the matter. 

I also argued a number of important motions 
in the Supreme Court in that 3re a r,one of which 
is mentioned on page 06 of the first volume of 
"Personal Mention." I was not employed in the 
case in which the motion w a s made, except as 
counsel(for the purposes of the motion) with 
the Solicitors for one of the parties. Hon. 
Goorge V.H.Lothrop ,who appeared for the oppo- 
site ..-arty, had the same relation to that side 
of the case that I did to the side for which I 
appeared, the motion being thought by the Solic- 
itors for the respective parties to be of suf- 
ficient importance to justify the employment of 
the ablest counsel obtainable on short notice. 
The solution of the question raised by the mo- 
tioiipdepended on the construction and applica- 
tion of a statute, and I may have stated in an 
earlier p a rt of this work that the legal ques- 
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tions which I liked best to argue virile I was 
at the bar,were questions ol' constitutional law 
and questions involving the construction of 
statutes f and these questions are usually im- 
portant and a&sjo call for the exercise of one's 
"best reasoning faculties. 

either Mr. Lothrop nor I had anything like 
adequate niiae for the preparation of our argu- 
ments, but Mr. Lothrop(of whom I ••ve a brief 
sketch in an early part of this narrative )m a de 
a very fine ar raiment > to which I had the reply, 
ours being the only arguments on the motion. 
And I have ever since been conceited enough to 
think that wy argument was the better one. A.t 
any rate I wafl g:ven tliat credit by the almost 
unanimous verdict of a large number of lawyers 
from different parts of the State who heard the 
arguments. The Justices of the Supreme Court 
agreed with my viev, of the question involved 
in the motion. 

financially 1677 ;vas a very good year for me. 
The.- receipts from my business were $1,580.25; 
my salary was $1,500.00^ I had been out of 
office as Circuit Court Commissioner for some;/ 

,rs , but collected in 1677 i'4.o0 as fees for 
i'av work previously done in that off ice, and 
.■io.ob as U.S. Commissioner • s fees , although I 
had resigned that office early in the year . I 
ai.sc received uilO.OO for compensation as ref- 
eree in a case in the Circuit Court and for in- 
terest ,#150 .00, making my income for the year, 

0,198.10. Sty expenses for the year were: 
Household expenses , including domestic help, 

1,001.4. jOifioe Expenses ,y419 ,55;I)iversions , 
I c . , $9 7 . 6b iDoctors ' Bills ,§$ 8 .00 ; Church, ;IU39 .55 ; 
Clothing for self , Cbo ,25;Taxes ,^27 .30; Interest , 
• 149. 95; Insurance , improvements and incidentals, 
?.98.30;i ; oliticai expenses ,^5. 00; Total ,£2,092.00. 
This left an excess of receipts over expendit- 
ures of a little more than eleven hundred dol- 
lars ;but as I paid ia, 167.50 on indebtedness 
during the year, there was stial left a small a- 
mount on the wrong side of the ledger. 

One of the unfortunate results of my having 
so much official and professional work to do 
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from 1877 to 1884 was that I was forced to sus- 
pend nearly all my mental activities apart froa 
ay work, I no xonger had time for the study of 
anything except the law, nor for any except or- 
dinary general reading. The atteapt to acquire 
an education by the study of text-hooks and by 
reading the works of eminent authors on educa- 
tional subj ects , while not wholly abandoned , had 
to be circumscribed within very narrow limits. 
And I realized at the time that the loss to me 
would be, as it proved to be, incalculable , But 
the condition in which I was placed admitted 
of no alternative. 

Another reult of my having to devote all my 
time to business, I have always thought to have 
been even more unfortunate than the one I have 
just mentioned, and that was that I was deprived 
to so great an extent of the comforts and com- 
panionships of my home. I was always very do- 
mestic in my tastes and feelings, and enjoyed 
the society of ay wife and children more than 
anything else on earth. But during the years 
I have last mentioned , and while my children 
were at an age when children are most interest- 
ing to their parents, I hardly saw wife or chil- 
dren--especially the latter — except at meal 
times. This was not so :iuch the case during 
my first term of office as Judge of Probate, but 
was emphatically true during the latter tera. 
I do not think that there was a day laborer in 
Kalamazoo during the years I have named who did 
not have the privilege of being with his family 
during more hours of every day than I could be 
with mine. 

But I have never been able to blame myself 
very severely for neglecting my family on ac- 
count of the demands of business, at the time I 
have mentioned. The conditions confronting me 
admitted of no reasonable alternative. I was 
not only young and ambitious , but I ished to 
make provision for my family in the future. And 
I foresa' that if I were to do otherwise than 
as I was doing, I must step out of the proces- 
sion so far as my professional business was 
concerned, ay children would be deprived of the 



benefits of an education such as I wished them 
to have, and all my future years would be filled 
with regret on their account, yo I pursued the 
course I did , deliberately , and v/hile I have al- 
ways regretted the conditions that made this 
necessary, I have never really regretted the 
choice that I made. 

I delivered only six addresses of any conse- 
quence in 1877, and these on rather unimportant 
occasions. I can recall hearing only two lec- 
tures that year, one June 15, by a man named 
Meachem,who had lived a number of years in the 
western part of the country, with the Indians, 
and whose address was a strong plea for justice 
and mercy to these wards of the republic. Mea- 
chem and hie wife were afterwards killed and 
their daughter subjected to treatment worse 
than death, by men of the race for whoa Meachem 
spoke when I heard him — men who knew of the 
services which he had rendered in their behalf. 
This massacre did much, at the time when, it oc- 
curred, to give force to the saying, ^hereafter 
common in the west, that the only good Indian is 
a dead IndiaU. And it also did much to correct 
the delusion that an Indian never forgets a 
kindness . 

The other lecture which has been referred to 
was delivered September 26, by Henry Vard Beech- 
er,at the old Union Hall (now the Pratt build- 
ing) on "The Ministry of Wealth," and was, I 
think, the best I ever heard him deliver. I may 
have noted in an earlier part of this story-- 
but it will bear repeating — that Henry Ward 
Beecher is regarded , even to this day, by many 
eminent judges of oratory, to have been the most 
eloquent speaker that ever lived on this planet 

I had very little time for social diversions 
of any nature in 1877, but I kept up my interest 
in the Good Templars organization and also be- 
came a charter member of a lodge of the Knights 
of Honor, which was a fraternal benevolent asso- 
ciation, paying a stipulated sum on the death 
of ea -h member to the f miily of the deceased. 
I continued to be a member of the organization 
for a number of years and w a s an officer of the 
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lodge, I think, during the entire period of my 
membership in the society. I became a member 
of this and similar organizations , on account 
of the benefit that would accrue|bo my family 
in case of my death. 

I did no w-iting of importance in 1877, the 
only product of say pen — so far as I can remem- 
ber-~that found its way into print , being a de- 
cision by me in a case before the Probate 
Court, which was incorrectly plaoed with items 
of "Personal Mention," and may be found on page 
66 of the first Tolume. 

The year eighteen hundred and seventy-eight 
was not marked by any important events in my 
life,or by any labor perf rmed by me that made 
it to differ materially from the; preceding 
year. .Both my official and professional work 
naturally increased somewhat ,but not to so 
great an extent as to bring about any change 
in my habits or methods. While I was careful 
not to allow my professional labors to inter- 
fere to any considorable extent with the per- 
formance of my official duties, but took pains 
to discharge promptly all the official and pro- 
fessional duties that came to me, what ever time 
or effort it might cost me, I was naturally more 
gratified by the increase in nay professional 
work than I was by the increase of the busi- 
ness of the Probate Court. I had then reached 
a position where I was regarded — not only at 
home but throughout the State — as one of the 
leading lawyers of the Kalamazoo bar, and while 
this fact did not Modify ray feeling of self- 
distrust in the slightest degree, it did make a 
a >cided difference in the amount of profession- 
al business that came to me to be done. 

I think that I tried only four cases in jus- 
tice's court and one before a circuit court 
commissioner in 1878, all these cases being of 
more importance than most cases brought in 
those courts. In the circuit court. , both at 
lav/ and in chancery, I was employed to prosecute 
or defend even a greater number of cases than 
in the preceding year, all, or nearly all, being 
cases of importance , but few or none of them 
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presenting any features which would make a des- 
cription of them, at all interesting, with the 
possible exception of one. '"hat was a case in 
Van Buren dounty,in which I filed a "bill in 
chancery in behalf of several children of a 
family to set aside a conveyance of land by the 
mother to their brother. The father had died 
several years before , leaving a fine farm which 
he conveyed in his lifetime to his wife by an 
absolute conveyance but which he intended 
should operate as a testamentary disposition 
of the property, he giving oral directions at 
the time of the conveyance that the land was 
to be held by the grantee in trust for herself 
and all the children, to be divided when the 
youngest child should become of legal age. In- 
stead of carrying out the trust ,the widow con- 
veyed the farm to a favorite son, to the exclu*- 
sion of all the other children. 

V/hen the case was brought to me I regarded 
it as a well-nigh hopeless one in the law, but 
as the conduct of the defendants had been con- 
trary to natural justice arid as there were a 
few facts in the case which I thought might 
possibly take the case out of the operation of 
adverse statutes , thus giving a chance to "hang 
on by our eyelids," as I said to my clients, I 
consented to bring the case. The solicitors 
for the defendants — who were able lawyers of 
V a n Buren county— indulged in all manner of 
jeers and gibes at me during the progress of 
the proceedings for having brought Buch a case 
into court. But I said nothing in reply, but, 
realizing how desperate my chances were, I flung 
myself into the prosecution of the case with 
all the energy I possessed , and the defendants' 
solicitors were surprised and dum- found t when 
the court decided the case in my favor.. Their 
clients refused to appeal from the decision,*© 
mv clients recovered their patrimony. And I 
hive always regarded that case as one o f the 
most notable in my experience in which Jus-los 
prevailed in the face of adverse abstract law. 
And it v/as because of ny ooservation of «ases 
of that character that , when I was called upon 
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to administer the la'.? from the "bench, I tried in 
all proper cases to lean as far as possible in 
favor of what seemed to me to be natural jus- 
tice and equity, as against the abstract and 
rigid rules of positive law. I do not mean to 
say by this that I at any time knowingly disre- 
garded the law. There were many, times when I 
felt compelled to pronounce decisions which in 
their results seemed to me to be abhorrent to 
my sense of right and justice , simply because 
"thus saith the law," but every jurist knows 
that it is possible many times to observe the 
spirit of the law while seeming to disregard 
it in the letter. 

Sut that which attested my standing at the 
bar more tlian anything else, was the fact that 
I was so frequently employed as counsel in cas- 
es in the Circuit and Supreme Courts, to assist 
attorneys in the management and trial or, peri- 
haps, only on the trial or at the hearing or 
argument of their causes in court . My employ- 
ment in such; cases was almost always at the 
suggestion of the attorneys or solicitors in 
the case, and showed the estimation in which I 
was held by them as a lawyer . a great deal of 
business of that sort came to me in 1878 and 
thereafter during all the time that I was en- 
gaged in the practice of the law. 

I think that I argued but one case of my own 
in the Supreme Court in 1878, one of the cases 
in which I had a Methodist minister for a cli- 
ent. The decision of the Supreme Court was in 
my favor. 

I had some business in the Federal courts m 
1878, but chiefly or wholly in bankruptcy cases 
of little importance. 

Politically the year 1878 was an "off ye a r w 
to me, but I was chosen one of the delegates to 
each of the two republican county conventions 
held that year, and made two political speeches 
in the campaign, but they were made in country 
districts, and vfcijb I found to talk about I have 
no idea and no recollection. At the close of 
the year the Kalamazoo Daily "Telegraph" in an 
editorial article on the "Retiring County Offi- 
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cers," had this to 3ay of my administration of 
the office of Judge of Probate: 

"Geo. M.. Buck, Judge of Probate , holds over for 
two years more and does not therefore come 
properly under consideration at this time, but 
we cannot forego testifying to his excellent 
abilities and the sound judgment he has exer- 
cised in the very important and responsible 
duties which he has to perform. "(Pers .Men. , p. 75) 

In the spring of 1878 I was appointed chair- 
man of tliat branch of the citizens' committee 
which was designated to examine what was known 
as the "training class" of the public schools 
of Kalamazoo ,and made a report , a copy of which 
may be found on p. 9 of Vol.1, of "Writings". 

I .aade few speeches in 1878 — only fire in 
all, I think, of which number two were political 
and one was in response to a toast at the re- 
union of ay regiment at Lansing in October. A. 
full account of the re-union , with a brief ref- 
erence to my response , occurs on pp. 69-71 of 
Vol. l,of "Personal Mention." My remarks seem« 
ed to take well with the audience, and there has 
never been a re-union of the regiment since 
that one , when I was present ,that I did not have 
to make a speech of some sort ,my name having 
been placed on the program each time before 
the re-union. 

In spite of the fact that nearly ail my time 
in both the day- time and evening was required 
in the performance of my work, I was able dur- 
ing the year to a- tend quite regularly the 
drill of the Light Guard, and occasionally the 
meetings of the Good Templars. Attendance at 
the meetings of the Light Guard was compulsory 
under the law, so I vaa entitled to no credit 
on that score . 

Nor was t lie re any abatement of my religious 
activities , either on Sundays or week-days when 
occasion required. In the spring I \ as, for the 
first time, elected by the Michigan State Sun- 
day School Association a delegate to the Inter- 
national Sunday School Convention which was 
held in Atlanta ,G a ., early in April. The state- 
ment in the article on page 68 of "Personal 
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Mention" that I was the only delegate, is erro- 
neous, as there were several delegates chosen, 
one or two of whom were,! think, able to attend 
the convention. But to My lasting regret I 
was unable to leave my work to go to Atlanta, so 
that I never saw that city until in the year 
1908, 

I had very few diversions in 1878, I have 
no record or recollection of any lectures or 
concerts that I attended , except a concert fcy 
Gilmore's Band, in January, and a lecture by Jno. 
P. Sough, in February ,the subject of the lecture 
"being "Now and Then." Gilmore's Band was then 
one of the finest, if not the finest, of musical 
a ^regations in this country. I think tiiat 
Siiabre bejaa his career a little in advance 
of Theodore Thomas , although-- if my recollection 
is not at iault--he was for a time contempora- 
ry with Thomas. And after hearing Thomas' Or- 
chestra,the Marine Band and Sousa's Band, and 
indeed every other organization of that kind, 
of any note in this country ,siiice 1378,1 think 
that Gilmore' s was, on the whole , superior to 
any other that I have heard » 

In April, 1873, ve purcliased a house and lot 
on Stuart Avenue, and on the 9th of May removed 
from what wa# then No. 91 Vine St. to the house 
then numbered 20 Stuart Ave. The lot on Stuart 
Avenue was 6X12 rods in size and the house, 
though small, was comparatively new and both 
comfortable and pleasant as a home. The house 
is, at the tiiae of this writing, still standing 
on the lot and is occupied — and I think owned- - 
by a grocer named Keim,but the house has been 
moved a short distance and another built on the 
same lot. 

On the 3d of July ,1878, the entire family went 
to Bay View, on Little Traverse Bay, and remained 
there until the 29th of the same month. The 
place was then quite new, was located in a for- 
est on the shores of the bay in the midst of a 
wild country very sparsely settled. There were 
at the resort a very few cottages, a small wood- 
en hotel, and what was called by courtesj? an au- 
ditorium where the s-rvices of the annual Heth- 
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odist camp meeting were held. The lessees of 
the hotel were a Ml*, and Mrs. Lav/ton ,most kind 
and est iiia ble people, and of thorn we engaged 
two rooms at the hotel, with bo-a-d for five peo- 
ple, for the sua of eighteen dollars per week. 
I have since then often wondered how it would 
affect me if, in these latter days, I were to he 
offered similar accommodations at any good ho- 
tel at a summer resort , at a price correspond- 
ing to that which we paid at" Bay View in 1878. 
The rooms we occupied at the hotel were among 
the best in the house and, though sinall,were 
quite comfortable. And the food was the best 
that could be procured in that region at that 
time. Fish were abundant and- -caught in those 
northern waters-~were of prime quality, but all 
the meats and vegetables obtainable had to be 
transported from Chicago or Grand Rapids, and 
both meats and vegetables were sometimes in- 
differeht as to quality , though abundant in 
quantity • 

This was the first time in my life that I 
had taken a vacation and spent it at a summer 
report, and I left my work in July ,1878 , more 
for the benefit of my family than on my own 
account , although I sadly needed the rest. In- 
deed I was so worn dovm with work that for a 
week or more after we arrived at Bay View I 
was so devoid of physical and mental energy 
that I did practically nothing but sit on the 
piazza of the hot el, during the whole of every 
day, not caring to read, even. After a time I 
recuperated sufficiently to engage in rowing, 
fishing, and diversions of that kind. 

My income for 1878 was somewhat larger than 
in 1877 as the receipts from my business were 
&1,G21.80;I received as salary ,$1,600; for in- 
t erest ,&L50 .00 : U .3 .Commissioner 1 s fees ,$20 . 10 ; 
Rent of house, £71. 00, Total, $3, 363. 30. My ex- 
penses for the year were, Household expenses, 
§ 1 , 01 5 . 70 ; 0 f f i c e exp ens es , $ 37 6 . 3b ; Le c t u r e s , ex- 
cursions ,&c . ,^23 .05 presents , ch^ity ,&c . ,$78. ip; 
Building b a rn, 1*117. 30;Doctors» bills M9 .00 ; 
Church subscript ion ,,$58 . 2b ; Insu ranee , f 45 . 50 ; 
Improvements on house ,#17 2.60 i Incidental Expen- 
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ses ,#40. 50; Clothing ,$43. 80 ;Political Expenses, 
#50.00;Piano and Music Lessons , $242. 15 ; Taxes , 
,^50.50;Expenses to Bay View, $109 .60 '.Expenses 
to Kansas Hity ,.t>19 .50 ; Carriage hire ,$7 .00; Cow 
and keeping, $73. 90;Law "Hooks ,.?114. 25, Total, 
."2,706.05. I borrowed/about 3800.00 during the 
year and paid on indebtedness nearly $1,500.00. 
My cash account shows money receiTed f om my 
sister Hat tie and from the estate of some min- 
ors for whom I was guardian, hut the sumsjso re- 
ceived were in repayment of moneys lent or ad- 
vanced by we, as I had no gifts nor payment for 
my services from my sister or from the estate 
of the minors. 

On the 23d day of December I received a let- 
ter from ray father informing me of the serious 
illness of my brother Erastus ,at Kansas City, 
Missouri. In his letter my father asked me to 
go to Kansas City ^and enclos d money for the 
payment of my expenses in part. I started at 
once , taking a train due at Kalamazoo at about 
two o'clock in the morning, but which did not 
leave until five o'clock, A.M. The weather w a s 
intensely cold, the railway coach in which I 
rode was very uncomfortable and the train made 
such slow progress that it did not reach Chica- 
go until 12.45 P.M. and after all the morning 
trains for St, Louis had gone. I stayed dur- 
ing the afternoon at the Washington Hotel, then 
not far from the Chicago & Alton Eailway sta? 
"tion. There was a huge circular heater in the 
office of the hotel which heater must have 
held three or four bushels of coal, and this 
was kept almost at a white heat all the after- 
noon; but with the wind blowing almost a gale, 
those who were in the office were all the time 
half roasted and half frozen at the same time. 
I left Chicago on the Chicago & Alton railway 
at nine o'clock in the evening, but again there 
were delays on the route owing to the intense 
cold, so that I did not arrive at St .Louis .Mis- 
souri, until about ten o'clock the following 
forenoon, and after the connecting train for 
Kansas City had been gone some hours. So that 
I had to spend Christmas Day alone, in a strange 



city, With ray mind oppressed by care on account 
of the nature of lay journey, and my heart over- 
burdened with anxiety concerning ay brother's 
c ondition. 

I tcok the first train for Kansas City , which 
did not leave St .Louis until 9.20 o' clock,P .M. , 
and arrived at ray place of destination at a- 
bout ten o'clock the following forenoon, I 
found Vastus very ill with a disorder of 
which I did not clearly understand the nature 
until after his death,when I learned that it 
was tuberculosis of the intestines , complicated 
by enlargement of the heart, from which latter 
ailment he .had suffered nearly all his life. 
I remained with him, caring for him during the 
day and at night, until after the close of the 
year. 
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Smooth Sailing. 



On the first day of January , eighteen hundred 
and seventy-nine , the condition of my brother 
Erastus se-med to have improved to an extent 
that would admit of isy return home, with confi- 
dftnee in his recovery. And there seemed t© be 
great need that I should return to my w©rk at 
the earliest possible moment . 2Tot only were 
the interests of my clients suffering for want 
of xay services ,but :iany who had basiness in the 
Probate Court were seriously incommoded on ac- 
count of xay absence from xay post of duty. My 
brother , too ,had been somewhat restive during 
all the time I had been with him because of his 
fear of loss t© me on account of ray absence €*>- 
from my work, and he rather urged that I leave 
him and return home. So at a late hour in the 
afternoon of ITew Years Day I took a train for 
home , arriving in Kalamazoo late in the evening 
of the 3d of January. 

But I have always regretted that I took this 
action. I doubt very much whether my brother 
could have recovered had I remained with him, 
but it is possible that he might. My leaving 
him to the care of others seemed to affect him 
unfavorably and he ,:rew worse rapidly, and a- 
bout a week after say arrival home I received a 
telegram from Kansas City informing me of the 
change for the worse in my brother's condition 
and I immediately started for Kansas City, ar- 
riving there on the 12th of January. From the 
hour of my arrival I had the exclusive care of 
my brother, both by day and at night, until his 
death, which occurred on the 20th of January. 
His death seemed to be deeply regretted by many 
of the prominent people of Kansas City, who gave 
every indication of esteem and affection for 
him. Elaborate funeral services were held at 
Kansas City , the military company, in which he 
had held the office of Chaplain, appearing in 
full uniform and armed and acting as military 
escort. At Kalamazoo the funeral was attended 
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"by the Bishop and many of the clergy ©f the de- 
nomination to whioh my "brother "belonged , who 
seemed to have a 3iigh a^preciat ion of the good 
done by him in his ministerial work in Michi- 
gan. As part of the funeral services (dontrary 
to the usual custom of that denomination) able 
and highly eulogistic addresses were delivered 
by the Bishop and some of the clergy. F«r the 
information of the surviving relatives I pre- 
served, on pages 73 and 74 of Vol. I, of "Person- 
al Mention," an account of my brother's death 
and funeral, as well as a communication to the 
"Telegraph" by Rev. James F. Conover,at that 
time motor of St. Luke's church,Kalama2oo, 
which communication I hare transcribe entire. 

"The Rev. Minerson ErastuB Buck,late rector 
of St. Luke's churchjKanaas City , died in that 
city, Jan. 20. Rev. Mr. Buck is well known in 
this diocese and in this village , being a broth- 
er of our fellow citizen, Judge Buck. Mr. Buck 
graduated from Hashotah in 1874, having acquired 
hie education through great labor and self-den- 
ial, such as few men would be willing t© under- 
go. He was ordained to the diaconate in St. 
Luke's church, Kalamazoo, May 24, 1874, and to the 
priesthood in Trinity church, Three Rivers, May 
23, 1875, of which parish he had become rector 
in June of the previous year. Mr. Buck remain- 
ed at Three Rivers until Oct .3 ,1876 , when he re- 
moved to Kansas City ,M©., to accept a call from 
St. Luke's church there. During his brief pas- 
torate at Three Bivers the communicants v/ere 
increased by one- fourth, a long standing debt of 
$2/300 removed, the tower of the church complet- 
ed at a cost of $700 and the church made ready 
for consecration. Mr. Buck was also fully im- 
bued with the missionary spirit, and held ser- 
vices as he was able at Centreville , Constant ine , 
Schoolcraft and other points. The same inde- 
fatigable labor and success characterized his 
wo£k at Kansas City. In the little over two 
years he v/as there ,an old debt of over $2,000 
was removed from the parish, the church premises 
rreatly improved v/ithout and within , including 
a new organ now being introduced , and the oommu- 
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nicants arid congregation much increased. He 
was fcehle physically , and constantly overtaxed 
hin strength, feeling that he must work while 
it was day. Very few Ministers of Christ have 
he n ahle to crowd as rjuoh service for him into 
so few years. Mr. Buck endeavored to use the 
church in all the fulness of its services and 
sacrament a, and acted out his "belief in the 
grace that comes through them. He had musical 
taste and was attentive to the musical part of 
the service , having successful hoy choirs in 
"both Three Hivers and Kansas City. He was a 
r^ood pastor , attentive , considerate , sympathetic . 
He was also a priest at unity with his "breth- 
ren, and never failed to he present at conven- 
tions , convocations and ©ther church meetings. 
He had naturally an amiahle disposition which 
grace had refined;an bumhle , praying, working 
man, he served God with diligence , and God hles- 
sed him. 

Mr. Buck's remains will arrive here Thursday, 
and there will be funeral services in St. Luke's 
church at three e , clock,P.M. J. P.O. 

Xalaaa- o o , Jan . 21 , ' 7 9 . " 

The death of my "brother Erastus was a very 
severe affliction to me,as he and I had heen 
□ore clos :ly associated all our lives than even 
"brothers usually are. His history and mine had 
heen somewhat alike and we had similar hopes 
and aspirations. He was never married and I am 
quite sure WaS never engaged ^Q^s married;hut 
I have reason to believe that" He not heen 
stricken with a mortal illness while near the 
"beginning of what promised to he a career of 
great ueefulnes s ,he would have proposed mar- 
riage to a very he a utiful and estimahle young 
lady of Kansas City whom I «©t several times 
and who seemed to he -reatly grieved, indeed 
nearly heart-broken, over my "brother's death. 

And it may he as well to record in this con- 
nection, as anywhere, my regret that the family 
of my grandfather , Philander Buek,and the family 
of zry father , will .within a few years, he prac- 
tically extinct so far as the name is concerned, 
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and will number only a few persons of any name , 
instead of Toeing a strong, and numerous tribe, as 
is the case with aany other families in this 
country which had smaller beginnings. 

The year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine 
was one of those busy , uneventful j/e-jrs which 
were to be the rule in my after life. The death 
of my brother had a depressing effect upon me 
during the early |>&rt of the year, and in the 
su:.imer the delicate health of the member of the 
family in whose life my life was bound up, gave 
me BOije anxiety, rxit on the whole my life flow- 
ed along serenely. 

I tried but six cases in justice's court and 
one before a circuit court commissioner during 
the year. All these were important considering 
the court in which they were brought, but none 
were of any particular interest. One Was a 
c ,se in which I appeared for one of agjr oldest 
neighbors and best friends in Char lost on, the 
c posite party being also a neighbor and a 
friend until after the suit in which he was 
badly — and he thought unjustly— worsted by my 
client . 

In the circuit court the business that came 
originally to me was but slightly increased o- 
ver that of the preceding year, but the cases 
in which I .vas employed as counsel increased 
considerably. Some of these cases were very 
important , both as to the amount involved and 
the prominence of the parties , especially one in 
Washtenaw county, in which I was employed as 
counsel associated with Charles S» May and in 
which our client obtained a verdict for more 
than eleven thousand dollars against a promi- 
nent citizen of Ann Arbor, on appeal to the cir- 
cuit court from the Probate Court. 

In connection with this mention of my work 
in the trial of causes in the circuit, it will 
bear recording that in the early part of that 
year, 13 7 9, I first became aware that I had ac- 
quired a reputation, both among the members of 
the b a r and with the public generally, of being 
an advocate of no mean ability. This became 
quite apparent after my argument of the case of 
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Appleby vs. Reed, in which X -as employed as 
counsel with Volney H. Lockwood. Of that argu- 
ment the "Telegraph" said: "Judge Buck is said 
to have made a very fine plea in the Appleby- 
Reed cai-re for the plaintiff." I had not then 
acquired the facility of speech 1 afterwards 

ossessed;my voice was still untrained , weak and 
unpleaaing; but I had achieved the ability to 
think rapidly and clearly "on my legs," to ex- 
press my ideas in plain and accurate language 
and t® use tnat mast valuable gift to an advo- 
cate—the ability to marshal one's ar foment s in 
an order ly, comprehensive and logical order and 
so present oheia that they will be clear and co- 
gent t© one of ordinary intelligence and under- 
standing. This mist include , also ,the ability 
to argue from particulars to generals as well 
as from generals to particulars , from cold facts 
to sentiment and emotion, and to engage the sym- 
pathies of one's hearers without appearing to 
be making any effort to d© so . Per I have ob- 
served that when ar. advocate makes a manifest 
attempt to excite the s apathies of a jury, the 
jurors are apt to think that he is trying to 
induce them to let sympathy and not reason in- 
fluence their judgment. I have known lawyers 
who were considered to he good advocates who, in 
addressing a jury , would shed tears over the 
real or fancied wrongs of their clients, rage 
and storm in their denunciations of the oppos- 
ing party -without reference te his conduct in 
the" particular case on trial, and in tones in- 
tended t© be heart-rending implore the jury to 
favor their unfortunate clients. As I have al- 
ready remarked , such pleas always seemed to me 
to awaken distrust in the minds of the jurors 
and put them on their guard against allowing 
sympathy or prejudice to influence their ver- 
dict. I am certain that in ail w experience 
at the bar I never indulged in tactics of that 
sort. In the fcppleby case— rhich furnishes a 
good illustration of the nature of the argument* 
I .as accustomed t© make — I was careful to use 
as good language as I could command , never per- 
mitting myself to fall into anything like elov- 
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enliness in diet ion, at the same time carefully- 
avoiding unusual or high-sounding words "but 
aiming at simplicity and directness of speech. 
My method was first t© array the facts of the 
case in logical order, using details or general 
statements as might best serve my purpose ,m?Jcing 
as impressive as .possible the facts in our fav- 
or and treating lightly those^hat seemed to 
help the other side, then deduc^ s from the facts 
my theory as to the responsibility of the de- 
fendant for the injury to the plaintiff and the 
blamelessness of the plaintiff. To the argu- 
ments of counsel for the defendant I replied 
with seriousness to anything intended to he wit- 
ty , which seemed to merit a reply, and as wittily 
as I could to some serious arguments on their 
part which seemed to me to be best answered in 
that way. A remark of defendant , while on the 
witness stand, in his own exculpation, furnished 
an opportunity in the early part of the argu- 
ment for a numerous anecdote, the application of 
which left the defendant the object of good 
natured ridicule and tended to show the fallacy 
of his excuse for his caneletesness ,as no se- 
rious argument could have done. 

After thus presenting the facts in the case 
and my deduct ions , and feeling sure from the . 
f noes of the jurors that the verdict would be 
for the plaintiff, with out any apparent change 
in the line of my argument I passed easily into 
a discussion of the only other factor in the 
CaS e — the amount to be awarded by the jury to 
the plaintiff. I was not so unwise as to sug- 
gest any sum, as I knew that the court would in- 
struct the jury that this was wholly for the 
jury to decide, but this part of my argument was 
really a series of pictures — without their be- 
ing so labeled — first, of an innocent child, a 
young boy, quietly crossing a public thorough- 
fare, the people* s highway , established and main- 
tained by the people, for all the people, young 
or old, rich or poor, high or low, a way over which 
all had a right to go in safety. Then I pic- 
tured this young, tender, timid child hurled under 
the trampling feet of a powerful horse, the ter- 



30 

ror , pain, anguish and suffering at the time of 
and immediately following the injury. Then 
came a description of the after effects of the 
injury and the } rotable and possible results to 
the plaintiff in the future. In this part of 
my arguajpjtit I treated possible results as though 
they were at least probable , aid the picture I 
drew was of an innocent child doomed to an un- 
happy childhood of suffering and a life cloud- 
ed in all its stages (on each of which I dwelt) 
through no fault of the plaintiff but because 
of an injury for which the defendant must be 
held to be responsible. Before the close of my 
argument the faces of the greater number of the 
jurors were bathed in tears although I had not 
shed one. The only question discussed in the 
jury room was as to the amount of damages to be 
given the plaint iff , and the sum awarded was 
very largely in excess of the anticipations of 
either Mr. Lockwood or myself . In fact the boy 
was not very seriously injured, as I then thought 
that I could have demonstrated to th- satisfac- 
tion of the jury had I been in the place of the 
able attorneys for the defendant. The Appleby 
case is of itself of no consequence in this 
history, but as I have devoted so much time and 
space to telling of my part in it, I will add 
that the circuit judge (v/ho w a s a personal and 
business friend of the defendant) set aside the 
verdict of the jury as being excessive and 
granted a new trial. On the second trial we a- 
gain succeeded ,but the amount of the verdict 
was much less than that given on the first tri- 
al , and , though liberal, more nearly commensurate 
with the actual injury sustained by the plain- 
tiff. I lay further add that after the second 
trial the defendant employed me in all his le- 
gal business for a number of years and I w a s 
his attorney in several important cases which, 
though difficult, I managed for him successful- 
ly. I finally dismissed him, rather decidedly, 
for the reason that , though he was a wealthy man 
and was more than satisfied with my work for 
him. he seemed unwilling to pay me for my ser- 
vices as much as I estimated them to be worth. 



In one of the important cases which I had in 
the circuit court in 1879, my client w a s a Miss 
Arabella Root, then somewhat noted as an opera 
and concert singer. She had studied abroad 
several years before and made her debut as a 
vocalist at the Crystal Palace in London, under 
the patronage of tw© English noblemen. In New 
York she was quite successful both in opera and 
concerts, and then — like many another in her po- 
sition — unwilling to let well enough aj-one,she 
organized a company and t< ok to the road, with 
the usual result , finding herself stranded in 
Kalamazoo with a company on her hands and no 
funds. She attributed her want ojS success 
largely to the failure of an express company 
to deliver advertising matter in time and I 
brought suit for her against the express compa- 
ny. After a hard fought contest she obtained 
a verdict for a substantial amount in the cir- 
cuit court, but in its zeal in the interest ©f 
large corporations , the Supreme Court reversed 
the judgment, for no valid reason, and Miss Root 
thought best to compromise her claim for an a- 
mount but little in excess of what she had paid 
in costs. 

Miss Soot was a very good client, as women 
clients average, and was not unwilling t© pay 
reasonably for legal services, but the failure 
to recover substantial damages in her case made 
it impossible for her to pay me all that I 
should have received had the result been more 
favorable. But she always seemed to appreciate 
my services and to be grateful to me for them. 
She afterwards married her business manager and 
made her home in Chicago , where for several years 
before her death she v/as well known and highly 
esteemed by prominent people in musical , social 
and philanthropic circles. 

I had very little business in the Supreme 
Court in 1879, and I do not think that I argued 
a single case in that court that year . I v/as 
employed in some important cases in the Federal 
courts, but my work in those cases was simply in 
the taking of testimony and in interlocutory 
proceedings and not in the trial ©r final argu- 
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merit of any cases. 

As there was no election in 1879 except for 
a Justice of the Supreme Court, in April, the on- 
ly occasion on which I did anything in a polit- 
ical way was when I was elected and served as 
one of the delegates to the republican county 
convention in February or March. 

I deliv red only about half a dozen address- 
23 in 1879 ,the only one of any consequence be- 
ing on the Fourth of July. On that day there 
was a large celebration at Kalamazoo and I was 
one of three of the younger members of the bar 
©f the village who were chosen, each to make a 
short address. Of course this did not give 
either one of us any Spp#Fttt&ity to make a de- 
cent fourth of July oration, and what I said can 
be found on pages 10 and 11 of Vol. I of my 
"Writings." I attended the annual re-union of 
my regiment that year and, as a matter of course, 
responded to a toast at the banquet in the even- 
ing. 

In 1879 I joined another fraternal insurance 
association, called the Royal Templars of Tem- 
perance and during the years in which the or- 
ganization had an existence,! was an officer of 
the Kalamazoo lodge , somet imes holding one of- 
fice , sometimes another. 

I can remember attending but one lecture in 
1879 and that was delivered, by Chaplain (after- 
wards Bishop) McCabe. In September ©f that 
year I was chosen as the delegate from the 
First Methodist Episcopal Churoh of Kalamazoo 
to the Lay Electoral Conference which met at 
Ionia, in connection with the Ministerial Con- 
ference, for the purpose of electing two lay 
delegates to the General Conference which was 
to meet the following year. I went to Ionia 
and performed the duty for which I had been 
chosen, but before I left the conference I was 
informed that there was a question in regard to 
the minister to be sent to the First church of 
Kalamazoo for the ensuing year. I learned upon 
inquiry that the Methodist church at Ionia was 
in a bad way financially and ths Bishop presid- 



35 

ing at the conference had unadvisedly promised 
the officiary of the Ionia church that he would 
send them any minister whom they might select, 
and that they had chosen John Graham, the minis- 
ter at Kalamazoo. I at once found the Presid- 
ing Klder of the Kalamazoo district and urged 
him to see the Bishop without delay and have 
the intended action changed. This he attempt- 
ed to do but the Bishop proved to be obdurate. 
I than saw the official members of the Ionia «i- 
church and protested vigorously against their 
attempt t© take from the Kalamazoo church the 
minister desired by the people and t© 7/hom they 
were entitled by the custom governing appoint- 
ments. I called to their attention the unf rater- 
rial character of this proceeding and suggested 
to them that if they persisted in it they might 
find at some time in the future that two could 
play at a game of that kind. They saw the 
force of my protest and at once reversed their 
action and asked for the appointment of Wash- 
ington Gardner instead of dolin Graham. On this 
action being brought to the attention of the 
Bishop he strongly demurred to the change but 
the Ionia officials persisted and reminded the 
Bishop of his promise and insisted on its ^ful- 
fillment. To this he reluctantly consented and 
promised to re-appoint Graham t© Kalamazoo and 
to appoint Gardner to Ionia. The matter being 
thus settled,! returned home. The time limit 
being at that time three years, John Graham re- 
mained at Kalamazoo two more years ,was succeed- 
ed by Isaac Taylor for ojue year and then Wash- 
ington Gardner was appointed to Kalamazoo , hav- 
ing sejrved the Ionia church three years. 

Financially 1879 differed t© me very little 
from 1878. I received for legal services, 
ifc , 607 .85 , for salary ,$1 ,500.00 , for interest , 
$120. 00, for rent, $80. 00, for books, $36. 35 , for 
calf and pigs sold, ^6. 25 .and for circuit court 
commissioner's fees, $3. '6 .Total, $3, 354. 20. My 
expenses during the year were : Household expen- 
ses ,&947 ,80i0f i'ice expenses ,$408 .20; Building 
barn . #165 .00 ; Lav/ books ,$123 .90 ; Lectures . excur- 
sions and carriage hire ,$118.30;Doct©rs f bills 
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and medicines; ,$105 .95 ; Improvements on house, 
? 92.2 ;>;Presents , charity ,&e . ,$87 .35 ; Church con- 
tribution, $69 .40 ;Life and fire insurance ,$63.40; 
Taxes , $58 . 20 ;Ke oping cow , tbo . 30 ; Clothing , $49 . 45 ; 
Incidental expenses .$33.90;Music lessons, $524. 50; 
Children's tuition, .;L'17 .75 political expenses, 
.^■-6. 00, Total #2,327,65. During the year I paid 
over one thousand dollars on indebtedness for 
our house and l©t|and still had a small surplus 
of receipts ©ver expenses. 

The year eighteen hundred and eighty was a» 
eventful year to me in Many ways. It was also 
a very busy year, as were the four which succeed- 
ed it in order, as the volume ©f My official bus- 
iness was large and the amount of legal busi- 
ness coming to me was all that I could reasona- 
bly accomplish. I tried very few cases in jus- 
tice's court that year, and these, on looking o- 
ver the record of them, seem t© have been ©f 
small importance and were undertaken only in 
behalf of those who were regular clients of 
mine in more important matters. In the circuit 
court I was retained in fewer cases as attorney 
or solicitor than in 1879, but the work I did as 
counsel more than compensated for any lack of 
business as an attorney or solicitor. One of 
these counsel cases was in the circuit court 
for Van Buren county and attracted much public 
attention on account of the social and profes- 
sional position of the defendant , who was one of 
the moat prominent physicians of the county and 
was generally well esteemedparsonally and pro- 
fessionally. The plaintiff ,my client, was a 
rather obscure but worthy woman who had had 
business dealings with the defendant which had 
eventuated in the seizure and sale by the de- 
fendant of a small stock of old , shelf- worn dry 
goods belonging to the plaintiff, under a chat- 
tel mortgage given by the plaintiff to the de- 
fendant. ' The suit was to recover the value of 
these goods. If the seizure and sale under the 
chattel mortgage was legal,we had no Case. If 
the seizure and sale were void,aa we contended, 
we would be entitled to recover the actual val- 
ue of the goods. Both questions had to be left 
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to the jury to decisis under proper instructions 
from, the court. 

The defendant employed four of the test law- 
yers of Van Bur en county, while the attorney for 
the plaintiff — my associate— was a man of had 
habits and reputation, was not a good lawyer, and 
*H4 was a' hindrance rather than a help to me on 
the trial of the case. But as I ©wed it to him 
that I was employed in the case , I could not, 
with d-cency, criticize or condemn him for what 
he may have done or failed to do in connection 
with the case. 

Naturally the pre-judgment of the public as 
to the merits of the case was in favor of the 
defendant , and I knew that the jurors would be 
more or less influenced in the same direction. 
But as the trial proceeded I managed to so 
shape the testimony and its interpretation as 
to put the defendant in the wrong both legally 
and morally and to force the conclusion that 
his conduct had been in some respects unlawful 
as well as oppressive. Of course it is not 
necessary that I should say that none of the 
testimony was nanufactured by our side of the 
case for the occasion; but it is true,as I have 
often observed in the practice of the law,that 
one lawyer will take a set of plain facts and 
so present them that they seem colorless and 
ineffectual, while another lawyer could take 
precisely the same ct;ld facts and so array them 
that they would have a tremendous effect on all 
who might hear them delineated. 

The defendant's counsel fought vigorously a- 
gainst this attempt on ay part, but before the 
testimony in the case was closed and when the 
defendant left the witness stand after a search- 
ing and rather scathing cross examination by 
me, I could see that the tide was setting very 
strongly in our favor. 

When it came to the argument of the ce.se to 
the jury, after my associate had made the open- 
ing argument for the plaintiff and defendant's 
counsel had replied, it fell to me to make the 
closing argument in the case in behalf of the 
plaintiff. Of course I shall not take the time 
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or space neoessary to give even the "briefest 
synopsis of ray argument , but will refer to only 
one feature ©f it which was probably the most 
effective of all. One of the counsel for de- 
fendant had made much of the character and 
standing of the defendant in the community and 
severely condemned the plaintiff for "bringing 
suit against the defendant "after all the 
friendship he had shown for her." (It was in 
evidence that the parties had "been for years 
very friendly to each other) • I seized upon 
that remark as the key-note of a part of my ar- 
gument and cited from the Bible and from his- 
tory a number of illustrations of what I clai^*- 
ed was that sort of friendship, the last "being 
the story of Blennerhasset and Aaron Burr. And 
I shall not soon forget the eager interest all 
the jurors showed as I sketched two pictures 
representing the story, the one of Blennerhas- 
set at his island home, with his lovely wife, 
in a "beautiful mans ion, surrounded by all that 
wealth could give, in an earthly paradise indeed, 
"before Burr came like a serpent into that Eden; 
the other of Blennerhassett , separated from his 
wife, his, in ashes, his property destroyed and 
he a fugitive, "through the friendship ef Aaron 
Burr," 

After the jury had retired and a recess of 
the court was taken, I received many congratula- 
tions on my argument from members of the bar 
who were present and from the Circuit Judge as 
well. This was not altogether a new experience 
as the same thing had occurred in a few previ- 
ous cases, "but it was not so common as it after- 
wards "became whenever I was engaged in the trial 
of any important jury case. 

The foreman of the jury was a man who was for 
years one of the leading dry goods merchant p ©f 
Paw Paw and afterwards a warm personal friend 
of mine, and when the jury retired neither my 
associate nor I expected anything more than a 
verdict for a very few hundreds of dollars for 
our client, but when the jury returned with 
their verdict, to the surprise of the attorneys 
on hoth sides, it was for a sum twice or three 
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times as large as any one on our side had an- 
ticipated. As soon as the verdict was announc- 
ed my associate leaned over and whispered in ray 
ear, M I want to say to you that that — old stock 
of goods is -- well sold.*' 

Both the defendant and his counsel were nat- 
urally ,rauch dissatisfied with the result of the 
trial and took the case to the Supreme Court. 
I was quite apprehensive of a reversal ©f the 
judgment, as some of the instructions to the ju- 
ry "by the court were more favorable to us than 
we had asked and were — in my opinion then and 
now — erroneous. When the case came on for ar- 
gument in the Supreme Court defendant's counsel 
were so certain of winning that they did not 
even take the pains to appear and argue the 
case but contented themselves with submitting 
a brief calling attention to what they claimed 
were the errors in the court below. I argued 
the case alone for the plaintiff and in my ar- 
gument touched rather lightly on the points 
that appeared to be unfavorable to ©ur side and 
dwelt at length on the equities of the plain- 
tiff's case and her sad condition, deprived of 
her property by the illegal and oppressive con- 
duct of the defendant. The Supreme Court paid 
little attention to the alleged errors in the 
trial of the case and affirmed the judgment, 
rendering an opinion in which it was stated, in 
substance, that the only ground on which the re- 
sult of the trial could be crit i cizea^wa 5 A ques- 
tionable whether the. jury, had awarded the. 
plai nt A fcf, a& large a sum as they ouflht to have 
given her l Within the last two years, in a 
large company of lawyers ©f whom I was one, 
Judge Mills-j-who was one of defandant's coun- 
sel — related the history of that case as an il- 
lustration of my ability, when at the bar, n t© 
bamboozle courts and juries alike", as he was 
pleased to express it. I might add, to prevent a 
wrong conclusion from the facts as I have nar- 
rated them, that in my judgment the case was 
rightly decided , although possibly not in all 
rcispects according t© the strict rules and 
principles ©f the law. 
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In 1880 I departed from my rule not A defend 
persons accused of crime, except in the moat im- 
portant oases, so far as to defend a Baptist 
Minister of the Gospel who was accused "by some 
of his neighbors of stealing corn from their 
fields. I .?as not his attorney in the court 
"below, where the reverend gentleman was convict- 
ed of the offense, but after the case had been 
appealed to the circuit court I was employed "by 
some of the defendants parishioners to assist 
his attorney on the trial. The testimony bore 
rather strongly against the defendant , but I 
brought out the facts on cross examination of 
the witnesses for the prosecution so as to 
leave it doubtful whether the corn was not 
plucked from the stalk in the field, and thgn 
I obtained an instruction to the jury from the 
court that if suoh was the case then the corn 
was, when appropriated by the defendant , real es- 
tate and not personal property and not the sub- 
ject of larceny. Under this instruction the 
defendant was acquitted. 

I think that I argued but two cases in the 
Supreme Court in 1880, in both of which I was 
employed as counsel ,my clients being large com- 
mercial or manufacturing firms doing business 
at Detroit. In both oases I was on the winning 
side in the Supreme Court. One of these cases 
is well remembered by me because of a rather 
unusual feature of my argument in the Supreme 
Court. The case was brought in the circuit 
ccurt in chancery by my clients, who were judg- 
ment credit ore, to set aside a deed of lands 
worth several thousands of dollars .complainants 
claiming that the deed was fraudulent and made 
to evade the payment of a judgment in favor of 
complainants and against one of the defendants. 
Defendants claimed that the sale was for a good 
consideration and without any intention to de- 
fraud. „ 

I was called into the case as counsel with 
the solicitors for the complainants while the 
case was in the circuit court in chancery and I 
assisted in the argument in that court. We 
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were defeated in the circuit court ,the circuit 
judge holding the conreyance t© have "been Talid 
and nade in good faith. T?roa this decision we 
appenled to the Supreme Court. In nay argument 
in that court I ventured upon a most unusual 
proceeding, that of illustrating a part of my 
argument "by means of a humorous story. Courts 
of last resort in the several States, and the 
Supreme Court of the United States, are all sup- 
posed to he courts of such exceeding dignity «, 
and gravity that funny stories are not suppos- 
ed to be at all proper to be told in the pro- 
ceedings before tribunals so august. Senator 
Blackburn of Kentucky once told r,ie that he nev- 
er knew of but one instance in which a humorous 
anecdote was related in the course of an argu- 
ment in the Supreme Court of the United States 
and that was iby Proctor Knott , formerly a Repre- 
sentative in Cangress from Kentucky and who at 
one time had a nation-wide reputation as a hu- 
morist . 

As was the fact in the Cornelius Hill case, so 
in the case I was arguing in the Supreme Court, 
the deed in question was made between the time 
of the rendering of the judgment and the issu- 
ing ©f the execution against the judgment debt- 
or, a period of only a few days. But I was not 
on the same side of the question that I was in 
the Hill case and drew a very different conclu- 
sion from the facts. And in my argument I said 
that the claim that a deed made under such cir- 
cumstances was executed in good faith, reminded 
me ©f the story of a notoriously wicked man who 
was instantly killed by being thrown from a 
horse ©n which he was riding. His relatives, 
not wishing to leave the matter of his place in 
the future world to the inferences which would 
naturally be draw. , from the facts, had inscribed 
©n his tombstone, 

"Betwixt the saddle and the ground, 
Mercy wa* sought and mercy found." 
It was possible, I said, that the couplet ©n 
the headstone expressed the truthjso it was 
possible that a deed made in the little inter- 
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val "between the fixing of defendant *c liability 
t© complainant o and the legal attempt t© en- 
force that liability was made in good faith, but 
that the human reason refused to accept such a 
conclusion. The Justices seemed to enjoy the 
story and afterwards decided the case in our 
favor , finding the conveyance to he fraudulent, 
reversing the decree of the circuit court and e 
ordering a d ocree in favor of our clients. Ar- 
thur Brown, who was one ©f the counsel for the 
defendants 9 always claimed that it was that sto- 
ry that beat him in the oase, 

" Politically 1380 was a very busy year for me. 
There were no LJtate or county elections in the 
spring, so that political activities did net be- 
gin until after the holding of the national 
conventions. At the Republican county conven- 
tion I waB selected as one of the delegates to 
the congressional convention which met at Paw 
Paw and renominated J. C. Burrows without opposi- 
tion. The republican county nominating conven- 
tion was held August 28. By that convention I 
was renominated for the office of Judge of Pro- 
bate by acclamation. An account of the pro- 
ceedings of the convention will be found on 
pages 79 and 80 of Vol. I, of "Personal Mention. 
Of my re nomination the Kalamazoo Daily "Tele- 
graph" had this to say editorially: 

"George M. Buck has been renominated for 
Judge of Probate without any opposition whatev- 
er^ fact expressive of the general satisfac- 
tion of the community , and especially ©f those 
who have had business with the off ice, at the 
manner in which he lias discharged its duties. 
Mr. Buck is esteemed as one of the ablest and 
most high minded of the Kalamazoo bar, and the 
confidence of the people in him has never been 
forfeited. The grave responsibilities of this 
office cannot be ever* rated, and Judge Buck 
brings to its administration just those quali- 
ties which the people desire in its incumbent. 
During his management he has simplified the 
records and made great improvements in the man- 
ner of conducting business. Judge Buck has 
been pre-eminently an officer whom the people 
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meet, for he is always accessible and very free 
to give counsel and advice in the line ©f hie 
duty. His patriotic services in the war, his 
high character as a citizen and the uniform 
success with which he has discharged the duties 
of his several official positions jAa^ 0 his re- 
nomination very popular." 

It is as much due to me as it is probably un- 
necessary that I should here state that al- 
though in 1880 and for a number of the preced- 
ing and following years I was on exceedingly 
intimate terms with the editorial staff of the 
"Telegraph" and wrote many ©f the editorials 
which appeared in that paper, I did not write 
the article just quoted, nor did I furnish any 
part ©f the material for it, nor know anything 
concerning it until after it had appeared. And 
the same is true of every other article or item 
that ever appeared in that paper in regard t© 
myself , except that I may have furnished to a 
reporter for the paper, on request, some of the 
material for articles on legal subjects in 
which my name was mentioned. 

The first speech ma.de by me in the political 
campaign ©f 1880 was at a mass meeting ©f the 
republican citizens ©f Kalamazoo , called to rat- 
ify the nomination of Garfield and Arthur. An 
alleged report ef that speech is given on page 
78 of Vol.1 /'Personal Mention" , hut it gives a 
very inaocurate account of what I said on that 
occasion. In most instances when I have deliv- 
ered an extemporaneous address ©f any sort on 
short notioe«-as was the case on the occasion 
referred to— it would happen that I would he 
obliged to begin "by saying almost anything that 
chanced to come into my mind, some times a humor- 
ous story , sometimes mere idle talk of no conse- 
quence, just t© fill in the time while I could 
he thinking what t© say. Then in the course of 
the address 1jte*© were apt t© be times when, in 
passing from,^branch of my theme to another, I 
would be obliged to use more "filling," mere 
talk of n© moment or value. But at the very 
"beginning of my talk the pencil of the reporter 
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would be working furiously .taking down the val- 
ueless stuff said at the opening of the talk, 
and by the tine I had reached that part of jsy, 
address which was of any actual worth his 
"space" would "be full and he would have only 
room for a synopsis of the other "fillings," 
reporting these in language that cheapened and 
weakened what was already cheap and weak e- 
neugh,and containing nothing whatever of what, I, , 
actually said in my real address. And the "/»/// 
"stuff" thus taken down would be turned in at 
the newspaper office and appear in the public 
press on the following day, to be accepted by 
the public as a true report of my address! Of 
that sort was the published report of my rati- 
fication speech. 

I did not make many speeches during the Cam- 
paign , confining my efforts, for the most part, 
to the more impoetant places in the county, such 
as Alamo, Climax, Richland, Augusta and Vicksburg, 
and making a short speech on taking the chair 
at a very large gathering held in Kalamazoo 
ust before the elect ion, having been selected « 
o preside at the meeting. The meeting which I 
addressed at Alamo was attended by one of the 
editors of the "Telegraph" who published an ac- 
count of the meeting and address , which account 
may be found on pages 81 and S1A of "Personal 
Mention." The synopsis of the address is not 
bad, but if I had asked for and obtained the 
privilege ©f revising it I could have improved 
it in some respects without diminishing its 
accuracy, but rather improving it in that re*-* 

**I was not at any time during the campaign -re 
really apprehensive ©f defeat , although the sit- 
uation was not such as to admit of over-confi- 
dence in regard to the result. At the election 
in Michigan in 1878 there were three tickets in 
the field' — the republican , the democratic and 
the greenback tickets. In 1880 the two latter 
parties united, my opponent ,llampd en Kelsey, being 
a greenbacker but endorsed by the democrats. 
But I was assured from several sources that I 
should receive the votes of a number of demo- 
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crats , especially in Kalamazoo village, and I 
knew of no serious defect ion'among the republi- 
cans as regarded my candidacy. And while the 
democratic press and party leaders were active 
in the support of my opponent there were no 
such desperate means employed to elect their 
candidate as were resorted to four years before. 

Just before the election the "Telegraph con* 
tained this editorial mention of my candidacy: 

"The republican candidate for Judge of Pro- 
bate, George M. Buck, is a man who represents the 
qualifications of character , ability , experience 
and training in the highest degree. That of- 
fice lias a combined oppesit ion ,for it is one on 
which the two parties traded nominations and 
support. It is the interest of this county to 
have a man to administer the responsible and 
sacred duties of the office who represents the 
high fitness of Judge Buck. In view of the 
combination against him the duty ©f republicans 
in the premises is all the more imperative. Let 
it be met and successfully discharged." 

I put forth no special efforts in my own in- 
terest during the campaign nor did my friends 
for me, but at the election I carried Kalamazoo 
township- by more than five hundred majority, re- 
ceiving the largest vote given for any candid- 
ate at that election in that township , while my 
majority in the county was 1095, being larger 
than the majority for any other candidate on 
the ticket except one wLo had the advantage of 
having for an opponent a man who was so unpop- 
ular as to lose the vote of a large percentage 
of his own party. 

I did very little writing in 1880, the only 
specimen whioh I have preserved being an edito- 
rial written for the "Telegraph" and found on 
pages 11 and 12 of Vol. I of "Writings." This 
I preserved more on account of the circumstanr 
ces under which it was written than because of 
any merit in the article itself. Happening to 
call at the editorial rooms of the paper on the 
morning of June 28, and the conversation turning 
to the prospects of the republicans in the com- 
ing election,! found the editors all very muoh ( 
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the democrats tr-eeiaed t© he even hetter than in 
1876, when they had virtually carried the elec- 
tion, since that time soiae strong republican 
States, like Maine, had practically gone over to 
the greenback party, the democratic press was 
asserting with the utmost confidence that a 
democratic victory waB a foregone conclusion, 
the nomination ©f Garfield atrak Xxxksoc had in- 
spired no enthusiasm among republicans as the 
nomination ©f Blaine would have dene , while the 
nomination of Arthur was positively distaste- 
ful t© the great mass of the republicans , and 
altogether the prospects, as they viewed the 
situation, gave little hope of success. I re- 
marked that I did not share their fears and was 
asked on what grounds I based my hopes of suc- 
cess. I replied that I had^thre" ways of deter- 
mining what the outcome would be of any import- 
ant matter to be decided in the future One 
was when I could calculate the result mathemat- 
ically. Another was by logical deduction and a 
third was when both mathematics and logic fail- 
ed but I could still forecast the result as the 
old lady did — I could "feel it in my bones." 
And in the matter under consideration I had the 
testimony of all three of these methods in sup- 
port of jay belief. T© this the political edi- 
tor remarked that he should like t© know how I 
could figure eut a result favorable to the ire- 
publican national ticket. I answered , "Give me 
a little time and I'll show you," and went im- 
mediately to my off ice, wrote the article and 
had it at the "Telegraph "office within an hour 
or tw© after my conversation with the editors. 
It went into the paper that evening, and one ©f 
the editors afterwards told me that he learned 
from some of the readers of the paper that the 
effect of the editorial was excellent , inspiring 
many of the republicans in the district where 
the paper circulated with more hep© than they 
had before entertained regarding the result ©f 
the election. And it is to me an interesting 
fact that the predicted result was very nearly 
as outlined in the article , except that a major- 
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ity of the electoral vote of California w a s se- 
cured for Hancock "by means of a forged letter 
circulated by the democrats on the eve ©f the 
elect ion, while Indiana , which v; a s practically 
conceded to the democrats ,was carried for Gar- 
field. 

The Grand Amy of the Republic ceased to hare 
any active existence as an organizati©n--at 
least in the west — a t some time in the early 
seventies , although the national organization 
was maintained in some measure. In Michigan I 
think but one Post held on t© its charter and 
made its reports t© the national organization, 
hut all,©r nearly all, the ether posts in the 
State surrendered their charters ,Ealamazoe Post 
No. 5, with the rest. Feeling the need of an 
organization of the former Union soldiers and 
sailors of the Civil Far, a society wa£ formed 
in 1880 in Michigan — and, I think, in a number of 
other States— called Our Country's Defenders, a 
Post being established in KalamazQo£.nd in all 
the large cities in the State. What my offi- 
cial position w a s in the Kalamazoo Post I have 
forgot ten, but in the State organization I was 
elected Quartermaster General ©f the Department 
of Michigan, my duties and responsibilities be- 
ing to have charge of all the property ©f the 
organization in the State 0 ^ 

In 1880 I als© becsjne a stockholder and an 
officer of a corporation organized for the pur- 
pose of insuring the lives of its members on a 
purely mutual basis, the plan being the same as 
that ©f the Enights ©f Honor and Royal Templars 
of , Temperance , but without the fraternal and so- 
cial features ©f those organizations , thus doing 
away with the expense ©f renting halls and pay- 
ing the salaries of officers and putting the 
insurance on a purely business basis. The com- 
pany w a s called "The Michigan Md Association" 
(a name not selected by me and which I never 
liked) and w a s strictly a Kalamazoo corporation, 
John W. Breese being president , James H. Bost- 
wick(an insurance man) secretary ,Elijah O.Hum- 
phrey (a/ wealthy and prominent business man, 
owner// ©f the Humphrey building and at ©ne 
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time State Senator) , treasurer ,and Samuel W.UaS 
C a nn(another insurance nan) , superintendent ©f 
agencies. My ©ffiee was that of vice-presi- 
dent, a position I always chose in a business 
corporation, as it v/ a a one without any duties to 
perform except those ©f a director of the cor- 
poration. The fire named were the directors of 
the corporation, that being the number required 
by law. 

The plan of insurance was Tery simple and, as 
I remember it, was substantially this : Members 
between certain agea were admitted after a med- 
ical examination and on payment ©f a membership 
fee of three dollars and one dollar as annual 
dues, these sums being used for the maintenance 
of the organization. On the death ©f a member, 
his beneficiary was entitled tc a certain §um nt 
to be collected by a n assessment of a certain^ 
from each member , according to age, the surplus, 
after paying the benefit, to be carried into a 
reserve fund to be devoted t© the payment ©f 
death claims solely. Before consenting t© be- 
come a part of the organization I investigated 
the plan carefully , with no advice or direction 
from any one, using tables of mortality , life in- 
surance reports and treat ises , and demonstrated 
to ray entire satisfaction that the plan w a s 
practicable and could be made to succeed. That 
if the company should succeed in obtaining the 
number of members that would be morally certain 
to become such, the reserve fund would always be 
more than suf f icient ,iyith the lowest possible 
result ©f any assessment , to pay the death bene- 
fits and still leave a surplus. And I knew 
that a surplus could always be easily disposed 
of if it should become necessary. In short , the 
company could furnish a limited amount 0 f in- 
surance at its actual oost a nd eliminate the 
costly buildings , the magnificently furnished 
offices and the princely , unearned salaries of 
the officers and directors of the ©Id line com- 
panies. 

The company was organized and within a rela- 
tively short time acquired a membership number- 
ing several thousands , and established agencies 
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in Many of the cities ef Michigan and in a few 
cities ef the neighboring States and. did a very 
successful business. But what might easily 
have benn foreseen happened in due course of 
time and after the company had been in business 
but a few years. The success ef the plan soon 
brought the outcry "Our craft is in danger" 
from the old line companies ,and after trying in 
vain to shake the confidence of any considera- 
ble number ef the members by all sorts ef innu- 
endoes and downright falsehoods , it was easy for 
them to disburse enough of their ill- got hoards 
to procure legislation which left it impossible 
for any but eld line companies to de life in- 
surance business in Michigan. An act was pass- 
ed by the legislature staking it unlawful to en- 
gage in the business without a license from the 
insurance commissioner and vesting in him full 
authority to grant or withhold a license at his 
pleasure. And then the ©Id line companies saw 
to it that the right man for their purposes was 
appointed insurance commissioner. Of course we 
saw the impert of the game from the first ,but 
we had no money with which t© bid against the 
old line companies even if we had "been disposed 
to attempt the game ©f buying legislators , and 
se were powerless to prevent the outrage. The 
nan who received the appointment of insurance 
commissioner was personally friendly te me, but 
at a private interview with him he gave me t© 
understand that he understood that his appoint- 
ment was for the purpose of putting our compa- 
ny out of existence and that he should fulfill 
his mission. As a forlorn hope we applied to 
tile Supreme Court for a writ of mandamus to 
compel the commissioner t© issue a license to 
our company, but the court very properly held 
that the right to act a s a corporation is a 
matter ©f faver ©n the part of the government 
and is not a matter ef right on the part of the 
corporators and that it availed nothing to show 
that the company was doing a legitimate busi- 
ness on a proper plan, and as the company was a 
purely mutual one the members had n© vested 
right to its continuance. 
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The company never went int© the hands of a 
receiver, its affairs being amicably settled a*» 
mong the meabers with the aid ©f the officers, 
each member whose rights had n«t been forfaited 
by nan- payment ef dues ©r assessments receiving 
the amounts ©aid by him on assessment o , less a 
small percentage. 

The failure ©f this enterprise taught me the 
futility ©f all at tempts, whet her froa motives 
of philanthropy ©r otherwise, te assist the ftbwt 
people in any matter when such assistance is in 
contravention of the interests ©f "predatory 
wealth," whether corporate ©r individual. For 
in all such cases the probabilities are that 
many of those who are t© be benefited by the 
movement or enterprise can be easily induced t© 
believe that they are being imposed upon, and if 
this cannot be accomplished there are always 
ways by which those who control vast accumula- 
tions ©f capital can demonstrate the truth that 
"on the side ©f the oppressor there is p©wer.» 

In 1880 I was again elected superintendent of 
the Sunday School "of the First M.E. church, hav- 
ing declined a re-election to the office of 
president of the County Sunday School Associa- 
tion a year ©r more previous to that time and 
having served as a teacher in the Sunday School 
during the intervening tjme. 

Financially 1880 w a s not so good a ye r for 
ae as the vear next preceding, my receipts being 
somewhat lest; and my expenses considerably 
greater, so that the excess ©f receipts over ex- 
penses was only about four hundred dollars. 
This was probably due, in part at least, to my 
devoting s© much time to the political campaign 
and to the fact that my political expenses were 
large • 

The year eighteen hundred and eighty one was, 
t© me a fairly prosperous year in most regards. 
The first important case in which I was engaged 
was not in any court but was argued before a &k 
legislative o©jniittee,i4y first experience in 
that line but by n© means my last. The case 
had its origin in this wise: At the election in 
N©vember,1880,En©s T . Lovell was elected to the 
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State Senate fr©» the Eleventh District , com- 
prising the county of Kalamazoo. He was at the 
tiae of the election counts'- treasurer ©f Kala- 
aazoe county. The constitution of the State ©f 
Michigan at that tine expressly provided, in 
substance , that n© pers©n should "be eligible t© 
either heuse of the state legislature who was 
at the time ©f the election holding any office 
under the United States Government ©r under the 
State Government , and that all votes cast for 
such person should be void, Mr, Lovell was in- 
formed ©f this provision of the constitution 
before the election and was advised by ethers 
as well as by me te resign the ©ffide of county 
treasurer before the election should take place 
but declined t© do s© and the result was a con- 
test over the s sat in the State Senate, I was 
employed as attorney by Mr, Lovell and argued 
the question before the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary. A very brief synopsis ®f my argu- 
ment may be found on pages 85 and 86 ©f "Per- 
sonal Mention," Vol, I, The judiciary comsait- 
tee (composed wholly ©f lawyers) adopted my 
view ©f the question and Mr. Lovell was awarded 
the seat, 

I think that I tried but one catse in jus- 
tice 1 s court in 1881, in which;! ?;as successful, 
but I was employed in an unusually large number 
of cases in the circuit court, both at lav/ and 
in chancery, and as counsel as well as attorney 
or solicitor. Some ©f these cases -vere quite 
important and one attracted some attention not 
©nly locally but t© some extent throughout the 
State. In that case my client ,Dr. Uriah Upjohn 
was a pioneer physician ©f Kalajaazo© county, had 
been educated in his profession in England and 
tfew York city, and in the early days in Michigan 
was looked upon by the settlers as a sort ©f , 
special Providence because ©f his medical and 
surgical skill and his unfailing kindness and 
gener©sity t© the ill and unfortunate. He once 
told me that so far as he could learn he was 
the first physician in the west to administer 
quinine in cases of chills and fever. He was 
not usually employed in ay father's family and 
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I d© not remember seeing him befere the year 
1852 when he was called in -ansultation in the 
case ©f my "brat her Dempster. 

I filed a hill in chancery in "behalf ©f Dr. 
Upjohn tii§a restrain the township board ©f Rich- 
land township fr©m establishing an addition t© 
the cemetery at Richland. The case was vigor- 
ously contest ;d and much ; expert testimony was 
introduced ©n both sides* The testimony for ay 
client , notably that of Dr. Vaughn ©f the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, showed that the use t© 
which it was proposed t© put the land would be 
a serious menace to the health of the complain- 
ant and his family. This claim Was disputed by 
the defence but the preponderance ©f the evi- 
dence was s© great in f'aver ©f complainant that 
it did not seem that any court ©f equity could 
d© otherwise than grant the relief prayed for 
in the billo But the circuit court decided the 
case in favor ©f the d fend ant , giving n© reason 
for the decision. On appeal t© the Supreme 
Court the decision of the court belew was af- 
firmed in an ©pinion which was based ©n neither 
law,equityji©r c©aia©n sense, I was greatly dis- 
appointed at the outcome ©n account of ay cli- 
ent and felt personally injured as well, as it 
left me in the position ©f having lost a good 
case. But as the result could net be imputed 
to any err©r ©r negligence ©n my part, I could 
not reproach rayself for it . 

Another important case that I lost that year 
was brought in the United States Circuit Court 
for the Western District ©f Michigan, in Equity, 
t© forecl®se a mortgage ;:ivsn in settlement ©f 
a claia by a sewing machine company against one 
•f its agents wh© had defaulted for a large 
sua, the defendants being sureties on the bond 
©f the agent to the company. The defense was 
that the mortgage w a s obtained by duress, but 
the testimony ©f the defendants did not atrong- 
lv support their claia, although it is very prob- 
able that had the case b^en on the lav/ side ©f 
the court a nd tried before a jury the jury 
might hare found a verdict against the c©rp©- 
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ration and in favor of my client b. I did net 
regard the case as a hepeful one frem the cut- 
set, "but fought it will, all my Might from start 
t© finish. I did succeed in getting a decisien 
dismissing the bill as te one of my clients, 
which brought the soall eenselation ©f a reas- 
onable sum t© my clients in cests,but ©n the 
main question in the case we lost. But I never 
felt that there was any good reason t© criti- 
cize the decision, especially as I always re- 
garded Judge ¥ithey — the judge wh© presided at 
the hearing— as a very able, honest and fair- 
minded judge. 

In March, 1881,1 was again asked to preside at 
the trial ©f a case in the circuit court and 
consented to d© s© . I had n© thought of it at 
the time, but my willingness t© oblige the judge 
and counsel by performing, without compensation 
©f any kind, the delicate and difficult task of 
taking the place of the judge on the bench, and 
the :.aanner in which I performed the work was 
one of the things that led the bar of the cir- 
cuit to prefer me for the office of Circuit 
Judge in 1887. 

I delivered a number of addresses in 1881, 
some on important occasions and ©thers at small 
or unimportant gatherings. On the la r -t day ©f 
February and on the 1st and 2nd days of March, 
a Hunday School Institute was held in Kalama- 
zoo, a lacge and important assemblage , which was 
addressed^Reversnd Doctors Alabaster ,Crook, 
Williamson, Vincent and Hemenway,all men of na- 
tional r«pute,R«V. Dr, Vincent being later 
Bishop Vinwent ©1 the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. I was selected to iaake the address of 
welcome and delivered a brief , extemporaneous 
address which seemed to take wonderfully well 
and brought me many doapliments from some of 
those who heard it. 

Late in the month ©f May, 1881,1 was waited 
up©n by a committee from Battle Creek, made up 
of citizens and of members ©f the Battle Creek 
Post of Our Country's Defenders, the committee 
being headed by Dr. French, the former surgeon 
tf Hy regiment, and was invited by them to de- 
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liver the ©ration at the Meaorial Day celebra- 
tion in their city on the 30th of that month. 
I accepted the invitation and wrote the address 
in some haste "but with considerable care. 
George Willard,the editor of the "Journal," 
wished me to furnish hia with an advance copy 
of the oration and I sent him one. He read it 
and .vas very enthusiastic over it, so that when 
I arrived in Battle Creek in the forenoon of 
the 30th I w a s informed that Mr. Willard was 
spying that the oration that day was to be(t© 
use the language quoted "by ay informant s) "a 
very able and eloquent one." 

The celebration was one of the greatest ever 
held in Battle Creel? on an occasion ©f that 
kind. Not only did Our Country's Defenders 
turn out in uniform, several hundred strong, but 
the officials of the city, the fire department 
and civic societies and oitizens took part jn^g 
the parade, the procession being an exceedingly 
one, while the nuaber of people who assembled A 
to hear the exercises could not have been less 
than five thousand , according to -ay estimate. 
The address , though read from manuscript , was 
listened to with the closest attention by the 
gudience who seemed tc be much impressed by it 
and f heard many encomiums passed up«a it after 
its close. I have always queried whether I did 
not make a mistake on that occasion in not 
sneaking extemporaneously , but am inclined to 
think that the publication of the address acre 
than compensated for the loss which both ay 
hearers and I sustained by its being read. And 
the error which I committed in that regard, if 
any .was a trifling one as compared with the 
monumental blunder I committed in reading a 
speech instead of extemporising at the aeeting 
in Kalamazoo eight years later. The Battle 
Creek address has been preserved on pages 15 
and 14, Vol. I, of ay -T7ritinss." Hon. George 
Willard — himself a finished and able orator-j- 
made the following co.anent on the celebration 
and the oration in an editorial in the "Jour- 
nal" of May 31. 

"The observance of Decoration Day m our city 
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under the auspices ©f the O.C.D.,was especial- 
ly noticeable f©r the excellence ©f the display 
and for the interesting character of the public 
exercises at the cemetery* The demonstration 
indeed surpassed any previous one ©f the kind 
in our midst a nd was in every sense a fitting 
tribute to the memory of our patriot dead who 
sacrificed themselves in d'efence of their coun- 
try,, The oration by Hen. Geo .11. Buck ©f Kalama- 
zoo, was an eloquent and able presentation of 
the principles for which our martyred heroes 
laid down their lives and of the duties enforc- 
ed by their heroic Example. The practical les- 
sons* of patriotism to be derived from the ob- 
servance of the day were set forth with a 
statesmanlike judgment and discrimination which 
gives a solid value to the address and entitles 
it t© attentive and earnest consideration. Both 
in excellence of style and force of delivery it 
was eminently worthy of the occasion upon which 
it was uttered." 

Some of the others of my editorial friends 
in the State, like 17oolnough,t:ien of the "Mich- 
igan Tribune" and Ed. Stewart of the South Ha- 
ven "Sentinel," on seeing the address in the 
"Journal" took occasion to refer to it in their 
papers in terms of praise. 

On the Fourth of July ,1881,1 delivered the 
©ration at a monster celebration *«3KP«WSKK at 
South Haven. I ahall not take the space that 
would be necessary to tell of the celebration 
and of the immense throng of people who attend- 
ed it. My speech on this occasion was also 
read, and although the audience seemed to be 
more than satisfied with it, I could not but 
note the fact that those who heard me seemed to 
be most impressed by a fe preliminary remarks 
made bv me, ( converning the assassination of 
President Garfield which had occurred but two 
days before. These remarks were extemporaneous 
but were written out by me a day ©r tw© later 
and appear with the ©ration in my "Unpublished 
Addresses." Ed. Stewart made this editorial 
comment on the address in his paper, the "Senti- 
nel" published at South Haven: 



"South Haven had the largest crowd ever as- 
sembled here, and the program was carried out 
nearly to the letter. The oration of Hen. Geo. 
M. ]3uck was one of the best ever listened to in 
the grove , * * *.» 

The committee of the 20th Michigan, sipp ointed 
to arrange for the re-union ©f the regiment in 
1881, selected me t© deliver the oration and I 
accepted their invitation. The editor of the 
KalaMaae© "Times," learning of the fact from 
the Eaton Rapids newspapers , before the reunion, 
took occasion to insert in his paper what fol- 
lows : 

"Hon. George M. Buck, one of Kalaaaaco • s 
'young men eloquent 1 and al3o one ©f her best 
and most upright citizens , will deliver the ©ra- 
tion at the reunion of the 20th Michigan In- 
fantry to be held at Eaton Rapids, Wept eater 28. 
There are about 300 members of the regiment 
still alive out of about 1,300 who have belong- 
ed to it. Th ; regiient has a grand record for 
bravery and pat riot ism, having been in 31 regu- 
lar engagements ." 

The audience I addressed at the reunion was 
a large and appreciative one so the performance 
©f the duty was no more trying than it always 
was — and is — when I had — or have — to speak. 
The address was extemporaneous but was written 
cut,a8 well as I could remember it ,very soon 
after itB delivery and may be found in the vol- 
ume of ay "Unpublished Addresses" . A perusal 
of the address, however , shows that it fell far 
short of meriting the praise bestowed on it by 
the editor ©f the Eaton Rapids "Journal" wh© 
reported it for his paper, being led t© d© so, in 
all probability , by the item quoted from the Kal- 
aaa20f> "Times. » A copy of this report is pre- 
served! on page 90 ©f "Personal Mention," Vol.1. 
But I appreciated the fact that the reporter, 
unlike most of his class, sought t© describe my 
address instead of trying t© tell what I said. 

I wr©te but little for publication in 1881 
and of that little I preserved but one editori- 
al published in the "Telegraph" under the head- 
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In July, 1881, 1 w a s invited to become ore ©f a 
party of prominent Methodist* ©f Northern Indi- 
ana and Southern Michigan, who contemplated the 
establishment of a Chautauqua Assembly at Roiae 
Cloy, Indiana. There were very few enterprises 
of that character in this country a t that time 
aside from the parent assembly a t Chautauqua 
Lake. The Island P a rk Assembly Association w a s 
organized in July a nd held a short , unimportant 
and slimly attended session in that month. I 
cannot remember whether I w a a elected one ef 
the managers a t that meeting ©r not until a J* 
year or two after. I v a s , however , one of the l£ 
managers for several years. After -1881 the As- . 
sambly grew rapidly a nd became one of the prin- ; 
cipal branches in fefce United States. I think 
that it is still Maintained but I ceased to 
have any official or other relation to it a 
number of years ago. 

At the session of 1881 I took a few lesson© 
in elocution of Professor Cumnock of the North-" 
western University , the first I h a d received in r ' 
my life. I took lessons of Cumnock at the As- S 
sembly in 1882 also , a nd a f terw a rds I took les«^ 
sons at one ©r two Assemblies ©f Professor Vir-V~ r 
gil A. Pinckley,of the Cincinnati College of 
Music, and these comprise all that I have ever nL 4 
received duringky life. I aid not take privates- 
lessons but only in clashes , and the total num- 
ber that I have ever had would not, I think, ex- 
ceed twenty to thirty. 

The year 1881 w a s marked by one very sad e- 
vent to me— the death of my sister Hat tie, who 
passed away on the 7th of September. I v/ a s note 
with her at the time of her death but had ac- * 
companied her and my sister Jennie t© Bay View,^ 
on Little Traverse B a y, a bcut two we-ks before 
and had seen them comfortably situated at the 
hotel kept by the Lawtens,t© whom I have previ- 
ously referred. In that climate and with those 
surroundings , and under Jennie* s c are, my sister 
H a t tie w a s uiade as comfortable a s possible dur- 
ing her last days. Ker death, after an illness 
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• f some weeks, w a e somewhat sudden but was very 
peaceful , 

I was re-elected superintendent of the First 
M. E. Church Sunday School in April ,1881, and my 
church work during the year was about of the u- 
sual order. It sometimes , though very seldom, 
would happen that on Sunday I would attend 
class meeting at 9,30 ©» clock, A .M. , regular ser- 
vice at 10. 30, Sunday School at noon, Young Peo- 
ple's meeting at 6 ©r 6. 30, P.M. a nd the evening 
service at 7 or 7. 30, P.M. I w a s very regular 
in my attendance at the morning service and at 
Sunday School, but the other services I attended 
©r not as I chanood to feel disposed. 

In the late suiamer or early autumn we sold 
©ur home on Stuart Avenue and purchased the 
house and lot on Vine street which we occupied 
thereafter until about the close of the year 
1899. This property was bought by us for 
$2,975.00,1 think, and after expending about 
$1,500.00 in improving the house, in 1885, w© 
sold it in the year 1900 for #3,000.00. 

Financially the year 1081 was,t© me, an im- 
provement on 1880. My total receipts from all 
sources were i?4,305 .90 ,and my expenditures were 
$2,652.85. The price for which the Stuart Av- 
enue property was sold lacked a comparatively 

sum of being enough to cover the cost of 
the Vine Street property, and not far from the 
same time we sold the property on Vine Street 
which we had bought about nine years before, so 
that provision was usade for clearing up all in- 
debtedness on the real estate we had purchased 
and something was left for use or investment. 
So it came about that in i881 I began to iaake 
investments, one of the first being in a land 
contract which I took off the hands ©f one of 
my clients, a Mrs. Howe, given te her, if I remem- 
ber aright, by a man named Brewer, a son-in-law 
©f George Willard. In the deal with Brewer she 
somehow received a perfectly new gold watch of 
Brewer and I have told all these uninteresting 
details for the purpose ©f recording the fact 
that this watch was transferred to me by Mrs. 
Howe as part compensation for legal services 
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and is still carried by me. 

The year eighteen hundred and eighty-two was, 
if possible, even a more active year for me ,in 
some ways, than the preceding year. I do not 
recall that I tried any cases in justice*s 
court, hut the cases I had in the Girouit and 
Supreme courts, with the performance ©f my offi- 
cial duties, gave me all the work one could 
reasonably he expected to d®. Among the im- 
portant cases which I tried in the circuit 
court the only ©ne te which I care to make ref- 
erence was a case in the Macomb county circuit 
in which my nominal clients were private indi- 
viduals, but ay real client was a manufacturing 
corporation which sold a quantity of agricul- 
tural implements to a well known farmer living 
in Macomb county and who refused to pay for the 
implements on the ,;round that they were net as 
represented and would not do good work. I had 
a local attorney at Mt . Clemens retained by the 
plaintiff to assist me in the impaneling of the 
jury; but aside from that and making the opening 
argument to the jury at the close of the testi- 
mony he took practically no part in the trial. 
The defendant was represented by an able local 
attorney and also by A.B.Maynard of Detroit ,who 
was then regarded as one of the ablest lawyers 
in Michigan. I had met Maynard in the Pierce 
Will Case, and from his manner en the trial ©f 
the Macomb county case it was evident that he 
was exceedingly confident ©f making even the 
score with me. 

Ordinarily in a case of that kind brought by 
a corporation against a farmer, a jury made up 
largely of farmers would very promptly return 
a verdict for the d« fence ,what ever might be the 
merits of the case, as I well knew from previous 
experience in cases of that character, in some 
of which I had been employed for the plaintiff, 
in others for the defence. But in this case my 
plan of action was formed almost a s soon as the 
jury had been sworn. In usy cress examination 
of the defendant I did not by my questions lead 
him to repeat his testimony as t© the defects 
which he claimed existed in the implements sold 



to him, and thus impress his testimony on that 
point on the minds of the jurors (at; many attor- 
neys I have known would have dona) "but I did 
require him to tell the jury minutely and in 
detail just how he used the machine and the 
means he adopted to determine its working qual- 
ities. Then on rebuttal I called one or tw© 
substantial farmers residing in Macomb county , 
who had bought implements of the same kind, made 
by the plaintiff corporation jand had found them 
satisfactory. Ordinarily testimony of that 
kind would have be«n of little value, as the an- 
swer to it is easy , namely , that however well 
other implements of the same make may have 
worked, those sold defendant did n©£ d© good 
work; and on this answer Maynard rung the chan- 
ges in his argument f and ,a" I had expected that 
he would d© ,he denounced my client as a soul- 
less , dishonest corporation , seeking in that ac- 
tion to compel an honest farmer to pay a large 
sum for goods of ne value. 

But ^/hen I came to make the closing argument 
t© the jury, I dwelt especially and at length on 
the manner in which defendant ,by his own testi- 
mony, had used the implement and the means he 
took t© ascertain whether it was serviceable or 
not, and then I pointed out how differently each 
of the farmers on the jury, with his superior 
intelligence and ability as a farmer, would have 
acted in using the machine and ascertaining its 
qualities. I then argued that had the method I 
described been followed by the defendant there 
would have been no difficulty in using the im- 
plement, as was demonstrated by the testimony ©f 
good farmers who had used it and found n® fault 
with it. That the real difficulty was that de- 
fendant was not a good farmer as those were to 
whom I had the privilege of speaking, &c. 

This appeal to the pride ©f each juror who , 
was a farmer, in his ability in his vocation, re- 
sulted just a s I intended that it should. It 
led the jurors to criticize and condemn the 
farming methods of the defendant and they ren- 
dered a verdict for the full amount claimed by 
the plaintiff. Maynard was much incensed by 



his defeat but there was ne help for it, a s 
there was no ground upon which the case could 
he appealed to a higher court with any hope ef 
success. 

13y political work in 1882 consisted largely 
in acting as a delegate t© conventions. I v/as 
called upon te a ct a s chairman of the republi- 
can township caucus and w&a elected by the vot- 
ers a delegate to the legislative district con- 
vention. I was also chosen by the county con- 
vent i©n a delegate to the senatorial convention 
which met a t Sturgis in gt. Joseph county ,K a l a - 
maxoo and St. Joseph counties then forcing one- 
senatorial district, By the comity existing 
between the two counties the nomination was 
conceded to St. Joseph county, although it was 
in the power of Kalana-o© county , having a large 
majority ©f the delegates, to naiae the candid- 
ate. But the delegation from Lit. Joseph county 
was unable to agree on a candidate , being divid- 
ed into two factions — the Burrows faction and 
the anti-Burrows faction — so that at first n© 
agreement seemed possible. But as I thought 
that a failure of the St. Joseph county dele- 
gates to come to an agre .iaent would be inju- 
rious to the party,! took occasion to confer 
with the delegates fro* that county a nd urge 
an agreement on a candidate. I intimated very 
plainly that in case of a failure on their part 
to agree, the Kalamazoo county delegation would 
nominate a Kalamazoo county msn,as our delega- 
tion would not take sides in any St. Joseph 
county quarrel. I suggested that the respec- 
tive candidates of the two factions be dropped 
and that the delegation unite on a candidate 
who had not been active in either faction. Some 
doubt being express d by one of the delegates 
whether such a candidate could be found ,1 sug- 
gested the name of one of the St. Joseph county 
delegates , Orlando J. Fast, a young lawyer of 
Mendon,who load been a soldier, was one of xaym 
professional and soldier friends and was gener- 
ally well liked though not eonspicuously pop- 
ular. This suggestion w a ejkdopted,Fast was J- 
greed upon by the St. Joseph county delegation 



and was nominated "by the convention. Of course 
»y action savored slightly of "bdsi.-ism" taut the 
result was good as P a st was elected over one of 
the most popular democrats in Kalamazoo--Thomas 
S.Cotata— though by a plurality of less than a 
dozen votes. \t the election in Michigan in 
November, the republican candidate for Governor 
was defeated, Burrows was defeated for Congress, 
and the republican majorities throughout the 
State greatly reduced. 

I made no speeches during the oolitical cam- 
paign of 1882 nor did I d.liver many addresses 
of any kind that yea.r. In June ay name was put 
on the program of the Kalamazoo District Min- 
isterial Conference for a n address ©n "^ystem- 
atic Benevolence," which I prepared and deliv- 
ered. The conference w a a largely attended by 
the ministers of the district and by some dis- 
tinguished visitors — the F.ev.Dr. Beid,then or 
afterwards one of the Missionary Secretaries 
of the Methodist episcopal Church, being among 
them, and my address seemed to arouse much in- 
terest and create Berne enthusiasm among those 
who heard it, and I received many invitations t© 
occupy the pulpit a nd repeat the address in va- 
rious parts of the district ,a very few ©f which 
I complied with. The address also received 
many encomiums from some who heard it, Dr. Beid 
t aking pains to refer to it publicly in terns 
of :?igh commendation. The substance of the ad- 
dress is preserved in "Unpublished Addresses" 
but much ©f the value of anything of that nat- 
ure depends on the way in which it is deliver- 
ed. 

I wrote very little for publication in 1882, 
and all that I have preserved is a reporter* s 
article on "The New Organ," descriptive of the 
organ in the First M. E. church, which article 
was, by mistake, placed on page 91 and page 92 
of "Personal Mention." 

In June 1882,1 v/as elected a member ©f the 
Board of Education of Kalamazoo and at the 
first meeting of the new board I w a s appointed 
chairman of the committee on "Teachers and 
Schools," in some respects the most important 
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committee ©f the Board. ]%• election and my ap- 
pointment to the chairmanship of the committee 
were due to the fadt tli a t during all the time 
of my residence in Kalamazoo I had given atten- 
tion to the public school system of the vil- 
lage, had served on the citizens 1 committee a 
few times, and in ether ways had shown a lively 
interest in educational matters. 

In the month ©f July I spent a wer.-k or two a t 
the Island Park Assembly , taking a few lessons 
in Greek under Miss Alexander and more in elo- 
cution under Professor Cumnock. There were 
more lectures at the Assembly and of a better 
order than those of the preceding year, the more 
noted lecturers being ochuyler Colfax,P.ev. Dr. 
Vincent (later Bishop Vincent) Bishop Warren and 
Kabbi Wise. Aside from the lectures delivered 
at Island Park, I heard at Kalamazoo at differ- 
ent times during the year lectures by iiary A 
Liveraore^Ghn B, Gough, Prances ¥ill a rd and 
DeWitt T a lmadge,the latter lecture being deliv- 
ered under the auspices of the "Citizens 1 Lec- 
ture Association," of which mention lias been 
previously made. 

In 1852 the organization of the Grand Army 
of the Republic was re- vivified throughout the 
country and a Post of that order w a s instituted 
in Kalamazoo, ©f which I became a charter mem- 
ber and have retained that member ship, without 
interrupt ion, until now. 

Financially 1882 was, to me, much like 1381, my 
income from my professional labors, salary , other 
earnings and interest , amounting to $4, 431.75 
and my expenditures , including fifty dollars 
invested in stock of the Island Park Associa- 
tion, (from which I never received any return) 
were 552,715.86. 
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Chapter III. 



The most Important iTe a r of My Life. 



The true lawyer follows his vocation not for 
gain wholly or chiefly, but because of his love 
for his profession. Tie regards himself not a s 
a workman merely , employed in a certain kind of 
1 „bor,but as a aworn officer of thq law, called 
and commissioned to take part in .he administra- 
tion of justice as between certain ©f his fellow 
mortals who cannot agree concerning their rights 
or ooligatioas . The compensation he receives 
or is to receive for his labors , though it nay be 
of importance to him,lil:8 the amount ©f the sal- 
ary of the judge of a court, is ©f little accent 
as compared with the importance of the work he 
is doing or- is to do. To such a lawyer the per- 
formance of the duties of his profession can 
never becciae monotonous. He is too deeply in- 
terested in the questions with which ; e has to 
de a l tc bejome ,;e^ry of studying them, and the 
variety of these questions is well nigh infin- 
ite. Vor it is not too much to Bay ;.h a t there 
never were two cases at lav; which were precise- 
ly identical in all their minute details, \nd 
so it happened again and again in my practice 
that I was able to dif f erentiat e ,to the s atis- 
faction of tfoe court , between the case at bar and 
some reported case in 'hich the opinion of the 
court deciding that case se mned to be at vari- 
ance ;..ith my content ion, a difference arising 
from the existence of some fact or circumstance 
appearing in one of the cases which did not ex- 
ist iu the other and which called for a totally 
different construction and application of the 
lav/. Some of the more notable of y victories 
at the bar were won because of my being able to 
perceive this difference between one case and 
another, and to make this distinction comprehen- 
sible by the court ,and by reasoning and logical 
argument show the legal effect of such differ- 
ence . 



And it was because I refto£hi*ea the fact ef 
this almost infinite diversity of eases in the 
courts ,t Mat curing the later ye^.rs ef r^y prac- 
tice I made it a rule to give a great deal of 
study to the facts in each of ay c&r.es^aithough 
I did. not neglect the study of the law, applica- 
ble to caaes of the character of the one I had 
111 Ji- nd. At no time during ay professional life 
Jid I fail i© study the law concerning each par- 
ticular case which I v/ a s then engaged in and 
never centered ayself with the preparation I 
had iaade in ^oae previous case of the same class 
or nature, hut went over the bocks anew the same 
as I would have done had the prior case never 
existed. Put I als© studied ,with as much care 
and diligence as I was able to use, all the facts 
and circumstances of the case in hand which 
could have a ny bearing, near or remote, on the 
questions at is^ue between the parties to the 
litigation. Then when the case came on for tri- 
al, hearing or argument,! endeavored t© convince 
the court that there was n© rule ef law which 
o pesed the clai* of my client, while I tried t© 
impress upon the uiinds of the jurors (or of the 
judge or judges, when it was the province ©f the 
court to decide the facts) the truth that jus- 
tice and right were on the side of ay client, e- 
ven though there might be some facts or circum- 
stances ir. rhe case which would seem to favor 
the olai'S of the opposing party. And if I suc- 
ceeded in these efforts I usually won ay case, as 
dourts and juries generally try to administer e- 
qual and impartial justice instead of trying t© 
adjudicate upon the strictly legal rights of the 
parties to the litigation. 

XI ad it been otherwise, had my calling a s an at- 
torney a nd counselor at law been like the work 
of a tradesman, a mechanic or a laborer, my work 
during the ye ars from 1883 to 1887 would have 
be^n somewhat monotonous , and uninteresting even 
to myself. I had attained a prominent and se- 
cure position at the bar, there was seldom a time 
'en I did not have all the work I was well able 
to do, so that my life was a continuous round of 
duties in the courts or in the examination of 
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cases and the preparation of briefs in my office, 
varied only in 1883 and 1884 by attention to ay- 
duties as Judge of the Probate Court, 

But while there was a certain degree of monot- 
ony in the performance of my official duties, 
there was never a time when nay professional work 
seemed to ::ie to be monotonous. Ho various were 
the questions of law and fact arising in the 
cases in which I was employ ed,that each case 
presented in itself an entertaining field of 
study and activity so that I was always deeply 
interested in my ,vork. And while I do not imag- 
ine that those who read this narrative can have 
a tithe of the interest in reading of my worlc 
during the years I have named that I had in per- 
forming it, I do not see how I could properly o- 
mit telling, somewhat in detail,of ay activities 
during thos? years. For this is designed to be 
the story of my life to as late a period as I 
may be able to narrate it, and it would be very 
incomplete without the record of those years, 
however dull and uninteresting that part of the 
story may be. 

In the year eighteen hundred and eighty-thre£ 
I tried six cases in justice 1 s court and one be- 
fore a circuit court commissioner. All these 
cases were undertaken by me becaus e of some pe- 
culiar circumstances, generally because the party 
employing me was a personal friend ©r a client 
of" mine. One of these cases was tried three 
times before a verdict was s cured for my cli- 
ent. In five of the seven cases I v:as success- 
ful ;tvo I lost. 

I }6aanar>ed about the usual number of cases in 
the circuit court at law and in chancery that 
y ;ar,with fairly good success on the whole. In 
one of the cases at lav r I was employed with an- 
other lawyer , Thomas P. '..'herwood ,both being em- 
ployed as attorneys. This case was a very im- 
portant one — not in the amount involved nor in 
the character of the parties, but because of the 
turmoil , excitement and ill-feeling it occasioned 
in the village where the events occurred that 
led to the litigation. A man named Labar , living 
in Augusta, was so disliked by some of his neigh- 



bora on account of some disagreeable personal 0 
peculiarities tha#ie possessed ,that boae of 
those neighbors caused a caricature of Lab a r to 
be constructed and placed in f ont of his shop 
in the night. This caricature was so offensive 
to the people of the village that the village 
marshal, one Lewis Bat t, whoa I had known well 
when I was a boy, tried to persuade Lab a r to have 
it taken away; but Labar refused. Hearing that 
some of the men living in the village, who were 
instrumental in having the caricature construct- 
ed, were coaling to take it a w a y in the ni,;ht, La- 
bar loaded an old gain with powder only and v;hen 
he heard the marauders coming he threw open the 
door of his shop (which also s rved him a s a 
dwelling house) raised an outcry and firsd the 
gun .pointing it, as he claimed, in the air. One 
Lev/is Crane, a Man of some property{who kept a 
meat-market in Augusta and who Was also a eattle 
buyer , chanced to be passing on the other side of 
the street, as he claimed, and he also claimed 
that he was struck on the leg by some missile 
from the gun. Crane came to Kalamazoo and lodg- 
ed a criminal complaint against Lab a r for as- 
sault and battery, Labar was arrested for the 
claimed offense and retained Sherwood and myself 
as his attorneys. He was tried in justice's 
court and conv icted, appealed to the circuit 
court where he was again tried and promptly ac- 
quitted. Sherwood and I then brought uuit in 
the circuit court for Labar against Crane, Batt 
and one Thuaafi J. Reed, a farmer in good circum- 
stances, who had been yy client in a few cases 
before that tine and K afterwards . The claimed 
cause of action against the defendants was mali- 
ciouB prosecution and, in ef feet , conspiracy . A 
number of attorneys , including Arthur Brown and 
his partners , were employed by the d fendants. 

'"hen the action came on for trial the circuit 
judge took the case from the jury and directed a 
verdict for the dei andants ,on the ground that 
the conviction of the plaintiff in justice's 
court was a bar to the suit; as, in order to main- 
tain the action we were in law obliged to show 
not only the innocence of the plaintiff of the 



aBSault and battery and his acquittal of the 
ch<.rge,but also the want of probable cause to 
believe him guilty , a nd , further , malice on the 
part of the defendants. We removed the case to 
the Supreme Court, where it was argued by me for 
the plaintiff. The Supreme Court reversed the 
ruling of the circuit judge ,holc:ing that the 
conviction of the plaintiff in justice's court 
was not a bar to our action. In the mean time 
Sherwood had been elected one ©f the Justices of 
the Supreme Court, so that the -,'urther prosecu- 
tion of the case devolved upon ne. 

When the ca^e came en for trial the court room 
was crowded .ith spectators ,of whom the greater 
number were from Vagusta and the surrounding 
country, and these remained throughout the trial 
which lasted severu.1 d-ys. The case was a hard 
one for our side to win, as we had to prove to 
the satisfaction ©f the jury that Crane was not 
hit by any missile from Labar's gua and tbat 
:rane and the other defand^nts knew it, and that, 
with this knov;ledge ,tl>ey Maliciously conspired 
to accuse the plaintiff of a criminal offense 
and that Crane made the complaint as a result of 
this conspiracy. 

In the month of September ,1915 , I met a man now 
living in another State, who was one of the ju- 
rors on the trial of the labar case and who, at 
the time above ruent ioned -took the time ©f a 
group of people for about an hour while he told 
of things that were said and done by me duririg 
the trial. He seemed to have forgotten who the 
attorneys for the defence were and all that they 
said &r did except as it related to something 
said or done by me. He appeared to admire 
greatly ay aanner of conducting the case, and 
told of many things that I had quite forgotten, 
among others how on wy c ros3-examinat ion of the 
defendant Crane, I "cornered M the witness and fi- 
nally compelled him to admit that on the evening 
of the shooting he had drank one or more glasses 
of beer and also that he had. given to a Richland 
farmer named Bissell an explanation of his lame- 
ness taat did not harmonize with his testimony, 
and that I then asked him whether he "lied to 
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B1 ?*®JJ &r lied to the jury?" "After that » xx±x 
Bald the former juror, »we paid no further atten- 
tion to his testimony." He then went on to tell 
further, how when a witness was called for the 
defendants to prove that a gunshot wound would 
sometimes produce nausea (from which Graft* claim- 
ed to have suffered after being shot) I obiected 
tc the testimony unleae I could be permitted to 
show that drinking beer would often produce nau- 
sea, and stated my objection in such a way that 
the jury, the spectators , and even the judge 
laughed and the judge ruled out the offered tes- 
timony by defendants' witness. 

The fact that the case was, a s has been stated, 
a desperately hard case to win, caused me to put 
fortk extraordinary efforts to v/in it, and I so 
moiaged the examination of our witnesses a nd the 
cros s- examination of the witnesses for the de- 
fendants ,th it before the testimony v/ a s all in 
the jurors and indifferent spectators had come 
to believe that the plaintiff was a worthy citi- 
zen, a harmless , well meaning and well behaving 
old gentleman , and the defendants (two at least of 
whom, Crane and B,tt,were generally esteemed as 
among the better classjof Augueta citizens) and 
their witnesses ./ere a gang of hoodlums who had 
shamefully abused the plaintiff and had capped 
the climax of th«ir persecutions of plaintiff by 
maliciously complaining of him for an offense 
which they had no -;ood reason to believe he had 
committed , and Causing him t o be arrested and 
tried upon this groundless charge. 

7 hen the testimony was all in, the court di- 
rected that the case proceed as against Crane, koc 
but took the case from the jury as to Batt and 
heed and directed a verdict in their favor. Had 
the case been allowed to proceed as against Batt 
and Reed the jury would have found a verdict a- 
gainst then as well as against Crane. And I 
have always believed that the judge erred in di- 
recting a verdict for Reed .although his action 
may have been correct in regard to Batt. But I 
ou c rht to say , further , that I had from the first, 
grave doubts whether the action could be main- 
tained against either Batt or Reed, and advised 



against including them in the process. But Mr. 
Sherwood thought differently and I yielded my o- 
pinion to his. 

I have before indicated that a t the time of 
which I am writing,i$y arjfUnteate to juries were 
generally considered worth hearing, so that when 
I was employed in an important jury case, like 
the Labar case, the court room would be filled 
with people to hear ay address te the jury. And 
I have always estimated my concluding argument 
to the jury in the Lab a r case as among the best 
I made while at the b a r. I can still recall the 
outline of the argument and much of the language 
I usod,but I am not going to inflict these,to 
any large extent, on those who may read this nar- 
rative, but will refer to only a few of the sal- 
ient points of the address , which required nearly 
two hours for its delivery. 

Like most of my arguments to juries in cases 
of that nature, when I represented the plaintiff, 
this one consisted largely of a aeries of word- 
pictures portraying the facts, «Kflt events and 
scenes which I claimed liad been shown by the sol 
evidence and which constituted our eate*. I des- 
cribed Lab a r as a quiet , peaceable ,wor thy citi- 
zen, a poor man, working diligently a t his trade 
and entitled to and receiving the respect and 
esteem of all the really cod people with who* 
he came in contact, a man past middle age, the 
b adows of life, to him, rapidly lengthening east- 
ward, a man who , by his upright conduct and blame- 
less life, had a right to expect that in the e- 
v ,-ning of his days the lav/ would be t© him a 
shield for his protection, instead of being 
transformed , as it had been by the machinations 
of the defendant , into a Bwerd to pierce his vit- 
als. I then took up the making ©f the carica- 
ture, the vicious , malicious , indefensible attempt 
to publicly ridicule and bring into contempt a 
Worthy and estimable citizen of \u guat a, without 
cause or provocation, and the sneaking and cow- 
ardly manner in which it .as done, I then de- 
picted the defendant Crane as the lea-ier of a 
howling mob made up of the v/orst elements that 



could be gathered in the village .inflamed with 
drink, availing plaintiff's home in order to de- 
stroy the evidence cf their own vileness. Then 
followed a brief dissertation on the security 
and sanctity cf one's home, the hoinousness of 
any assault upon it, and the right of every men 
to defend his home to the last extremity. Of 
course I could have a rou ed the me vriment of my 
auditors by describing how the crowd fled at the 
report of the gun; but I did not want to mar the 
effect of this part of ay speech by introducing 
into it anything except the utmost seriousness. 

I made short work of the claim that Crane had 
been struck by a mis:, ile from Labar's gun (which 
was one of the main points of the defence) by 
ridiculing that claim out of the case. I exem- 
plified tie manner in which L-bar held the gun 
pointed almost directly upward, as he had testi- 
fied to lt,a;id then I declared that Crane's tes- 
tiaony that he had be ;n hit by the discharge ©f 
the gun could not bo true unless he was a super- 
natural being ,hovering in mid-air over the 
streets of Augusta. But a careful observation 
of his form failed to create even a suspicion 
that he had a pair of wings concealed anywhere 
about his person, and, besides, angels didn't drink 
beer nor did they lie. Many of the spectators 
in the court roou had evidently been expecting 
tnat I would say something in the course of my 
argument that would "make fun" and they greeted 
that part of my speech with such boisterous and 
continuous laughter that it took several minutes 
to quell it. In other parts of uy argument 
there were sly thrusts at the defendant or his 
witnesses that were intended to be humorous ,one, 
especially , in which I paraphrased one of the 
finest of the Psalms and applied the language t© 
one of the prominent witnesses for the defence, 
and wlio had rendered himself vulnerable to an 
attack of that kind by pretending to know some- 
thing in regard to almost every event relating 
to the case. And for a number of years succeed- 
ing the trial, reference was frequently and 
laughingly made 1a$t Augusta people to the ludi- 
crous characteristics with which I had invested 
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Crane and hie witness. 

Naturally the next phase of the case to he 
discussed was the criminal prosecution of Labar, 
and as this wafl the gravamen of our charge a- 
gainst the defendant ,1 threw into that part of 
my argument ail the resources at ray command. I 
depicted Orane and his co-conspirators smarting 
under the consciousness that their efforts to 
injuBB the plaintiff had recoiled on their own 
heads, and their attempt to make him a subject of 
derision had resulted in making them objects of 
ridicule , their determination tG e revenged by 
falsely accusing plaintiff of an offense against 
the la . I pictured the arrest of Labar in the 
ni ;ht,his being carried a-ay from the seclusion 
cf his heme and the presence of his family like 
a notorious felcn,the lonely ride to Kalamazoo 
in the custody of an officer and through the 
darkness and storm, his anguish of mind , humilia- 
tion and shame in finding himself classed with 
criminals , his trial before the magistrate and 
Ids conviction by means of per jury, his consuming 
anxiety during all the time that elapsed pending 
his appeal and until his triumphant acquittal. 
Much of this part of my ar/suirtsnt was based on my 
imagination rather than ©n any testimony in the 
case,as Labar was no more capable of entertain- 
ing the feelings I attributed to him than he was 
capable of writing a fine poem or painting a 
beautiful picture. But a s my argument progress- 
ed I could see by the expression on the faces of 
the jurors that the blows with which I was ham- 
mering the defense were taking effect , and when 
I concluded I was more than hopeful cf victory. 

After the close of the trial I received the 
congratulations of a number of the members cf 
the bar who had come into the court rocm t? hei.r 
ay argument . And the judge who presided at the 
trial (and who had scorned tc be unfriendly to our 
side all through the c a se) not only offered his 
congratulations ,but professed to have been con- 
vinced by my argument that M they had rather a- 
bused the old man." The Kala«azco Telegraph in 
mentioning the trial s-.id , "Judge buck's effort 
is spoken of as a remarkably able and eloquent 
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The only question discussed in the jury room 
was as to the sua to be awarded Lafear as dama- 
ges, the jury agreeing for the plaintiff on the 
first ballot. The amount finely agreed on was 
five hundred dollars. The juror referred to in 
the preceding pages, told me that he and a number 
of others of the jury favored giving L a b a r a 
much larger sum, but others thought that a s Labar 
had never been imprisoned on the charge against 1 
him and had be^n vindicated by his acquittal , and 
as the verdict being considered by them would be 
a further vindication, five hundred dollars aught 
to be ample compensation for all the expense and 
trouble he had been put to in the matter, and to 
this the other jurors a: sented rather than have 
a disagreement and compel Labar to undergo the 
expense and trouble of another trial. For my 
own part I was abundantly satisfied with the a- 
mount of the verdict . 

Crane* 8 attorneys removed the case t© the Su- 
preme Court by Writ of Error, and as the case had 
to go to that court I appealed the -ase against 
Batt and Reed by a similar process. Both cases 
were argued in the i up r erne Court , I making the 
argument for Labar in each. Both judgments were 
af firmed , although the court expressed grave 
doubts whether the circuit judge did not err in 
dismissing the case as against Reed. As he was 
then my client in other litigation in the cir- 
cuit court,! had no ill ill towards him, but it 
has always be n my opinion that the Supreme 
Court should have reversed the case as to himjA 
and that it should have been allowed to proceed 
to trial against him as well as against Cranes 

And the effect of relieving Peed f ? om liabili- 
ty was very injurious to me as well as to my 
client. Reed had considerable property and a 
judgment against him|£«uld have been collected; 
but alt hough Crane vr a s in good financial circum- 
stances when the suit against him w a s begun, he 
had been bankrupted by the expenses of the liti- 
gation and nothing could be collected of him. 
Labar had obtained of his friends all the money 
he could ,but was never able to pay me any con- 



uiaerable part of my fees/ So the major part of 
the work I had done for hi* w a s thrown away, so 
far as any pecuniary returns to me were concern- 
ed . 

jut the advertising I received by My partici- 
pation in the c a se w a s of much greater value to 
me than the money I failed t© receive for ay 
services ould have been. That I could win such 
a *a«t for audi a client in both the circuit and 
the supreme court gave many people an exaggerat- 
ed opinion of my ability and shrewdness a s an 
attorney and of my ability a s an advocate. Just 
how much business I received on that account it 
would be impossible for me to s y,but that it 
was considerable there was no quest ion, and some 
of those \,ho were led to employ me because of my 
victory in the Lab a r case had been friends and 
supporters of Crane during all the tine that his 
case ••• v.s pending in the courts. 

Miother important case that I had in the same 
year differed greatly from the Labar case in its 
features and results. I was e: ployed to defend 
a suit brought against a rather wealthy farmer 
for breach of promise of marriage. The plain- 
tiff was an unattractiveyoung lady in personal 
appearance but rather bright and vivacious in 
her manner, and why defendant should ever have 
wanted to marry her a t first and later have been 
so ©i. posed to marrying her, were mysteries I nev- 
er tried to solve. He denied that he ever prom- 
ised to marry plaint iff , but not only her testi- 
mony on the trial but defendants letters to her 
plainly showed that he did, and the v/orst r 'e .ture 
of the case -as that he had in some way induced 
her to come all the way from California to Mich- 
igan to Marry him and then refused to fulfill 
his agreement. The case vas a hopeless one for 
the defendant from its incept ion, so all that I 
could do for him was to belittle and m a ke light 
of it and thus try t o reduce the damages as much 
as possible. In this I succeeded much beyond my 
expectations , as the jury awarded the plaintiff 
a very small sum considering the amount of de- 
fendant's property and his despicable conduct 
towards the plaintiff. 
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But ray client was much dissatisfied with the 
result of the case a nd wished me to take it to 
the Supreme Court. I advised a - ,inst this 
course, saying to defendant that while I believed 
that error was committed "by the trial court 
which should c-.ll for a reversal of the judg- 
ment,! feared that he might be worse off at the 
end of the second trial than he was at the con- 
clusion of the first. But his opinion did not 
sgree with mine and so I removed the case to the 
Supreme Court „ 

When the ca:3e was reached for argument the 
plaint iff* s attorneys did not appear to argue 
the case, but I took an hour and a half or more 
of the two hours allowed me by the rules of the 
court, in which to present my views in regard to 
the questions involved in the case. In ray exam- 
ination of authorities I had found a number 
which I cited in ray brief as bearing on one of 
the chief questions involved in the case, and 
from these I selected two wiiich were, to use a 
common legal expression, "on all fours" with the 
case I was arguing, the cases being so similar in 
all respects that the rule governing one aiust of 
necessity govern the others; so that if the doc- 
trine of those two cases was to be followed the 
trial court erred in the case in which I was in- 
terested and the de ision of the Luprerae Court 
would have to be in my favor. One ©f these cas- 
es v/as decided by the Supreme Court of the Unit- 
ed States, the other, if I remember aright, by the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. From the opinion 
of the court in each of these two cases I read 
at fome length, but did not stop there. I argued 
the question upon principle as well as authority, 
illustrating my contention in many and various 
ways and demonstrating tliat in reason there 
could be no question in regard to the soundness 
of ray position. And during the entire time of 
ray argument, all four of the justices of the 
court were listening with most eager attention, 
being a parent ly not only intensely interested 
in all that I had to s y,but also deeply impres- 
sed by the force of ny reasoning. But I was 
somehow Impreai ed with the feeling that their 



interest w a s centered on what I w a e spying and" 
not on icy case; and that while they greatly ap- 
preciated ay argument their admiration didWt in 
the least extend to my client or his cause. 

\t the conclusion of my argument I Mb ap- 
proached by Don M, Dickinson , then one of the 
ablest lasers in Detroit and afterv/:.rds Post- 
master General in President Cleveland's cabinet 
who said to me, "I have a cause of action against 
you. Here I've been waiting for a good part of 
the afternoon for a chance to a rs;ue a case of 
mine whieh I hoped that I might be able to argue 
today and go home tonight, and you've taken near- 
ly two hours cf tiae when you didn't need over 
ten minutes. Your argument •■■as a splendid one 
and I've enjoyed hearing it very uuch;but all 
you needed to do w a s to call attention to the 
record and to the two ca^es you read from and 
sit down. Of course they'll reverse the judg- 
ment. "Mr. iiickinsonyi replied , "the court will 
affirm the judgment." "Impossible!" replied 
Dickinson , "Impossible! They can't do that." 

But they did. Of course, in affirming the 
judgment the court had to override the l a w >a u- 
thority and reason aisc , but it w a s evident to me 
that in looking over the record in the case the 
justices could not fail to see that my client 
was a reprobate of the first degree, that he had 
no meritorious defence to the action and that 
the ver&iet against him was a very moderate one. 
And. so, without any authority of 1 :w,they resolv- 
ed themselves into a court of equity and refused 
to disturb the judgment. I never approved of 
that way of doing business , although I had the 
t enel'ip of it in some cases a s well as suffered 
from it in others. 

The only other c a se of note which I tried in 
the circuit court in 1883, so far as I can remem- 
ber, was a case in which I w a s employed as coun- 
s 1 -with the attorneys for Thomas J. "Reed, one of 
the defendants in the Crane case. The suit was 
brought against Feed to recover the value of one 
sheep, and w a s tried three times in the circuit 
court. On the first trial the jury disagreed , <^n 
the second a verdict was r-ndered against Peed, 
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which wae set aside by the circuit judge and a 
new trial granted. 

On the third trial there was an array of coun- 
sel ©n our side of the case — two attorneys for 
the defendant , and a former judge of the circuit 
court and myself as counsel. Again the verdict 
was for the plaintiff a nd that ended the cafe. 
The sheeji was worth, according to the testimony, 
between five and ten dollars. Each of the par- 
ties must have paid cut not less than five hun- 
dred dollars in lawyers' fees and other expenses 
of the litigation. 

I think that I argued hut three cases in the 
Sujrejie Court in 1883. Two of these cases have 
been described in this chapter and the other was 
mentioned in a former chapter. 

I had very little to do with political matters 
in 1883, it being an "off yeitje" in ..olitics ex- 
cept for the election of two Justices of the Su- 
preme Court. I was a delegate from Kalamaa-oo 
county to the Republican otate Judicial Conven- 
tion, held at East Saginaw in February. I made 
two speeches in the convention , neither one being 
what is called a"nciainat ing" speech, each one be- 
ing in support of a candidate whose name had 
been proposed for nomination by some other dele- 
gate to the convention. Austin Blair and Thomas 
J. O'Brien were nominated and both were defeated 
at the April election in that year. 

As an official of the Citizens' Lecture Asso- 
ciation I took part in planning and having pre- 
sented to the people of Kalamazoo a series of 
lectures and other entertainments in the winter 
of 1882- 3, and again in the winter of 1883-4. The 
more prominent lecturers whose dates fell Within 
the year 1883, were Henry Ward He^eher , Joseph 
Cooke and John B. Gough. With Rev. Joseph Cooke 
I had an experience which was quite unpleasant 
at the time but which was only ludicrous in the 
retrospect ,as it was due to no fault on my part 
but was wholly owing to Mr. Cooke's stupidity, 
pig-headedness and want of control of an irasci- 
ble temper for which he was everywhere rioted. Of 
him it mi,;ht have been 6 tid as was s.-iid of Bish- 
op George', that "the Spirit of Clod Blight be able 
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to dwell with him in peace, but no/man^cSuld." In 
the afternoon preceding the evening on which Hr , 
Cooke was to lecture , another member of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the association and I met 
the lecturer a t the railway station, h a d a pleas- 
ant talk with his for a few minutes .enlivened by 
a little goodnatured play of wit between him and 
myself , saw him comfortably on his way to his ha- 
te! and left him, telling him that the president 
of the association would call on him and arrange 
the time for calling and conducting him to the 
Academy of Music where the lecture was to be 
Given. This arrangement w a s made , but , unfortu- 
nately, the president was about five minutes late 
in keeping the appointment. 

On the evening of each lecture my work was t© 
be a t the door of the ^Ciidemy and arrange any 
difficulty that alight arise in regard to tickets 
of admission. Kb i was in my place on the even- 
ing when Mr. Cooke was to lecture, I suddenly ob- 
served the lecturer , alone, rushing through the 
door,pa8t the ticket takers, and going down one 
of the aisles towards the platform as f a st as he 
could walk. T followed him a nd asked, "Mr. Cooke 
wh a t do you wish?" "I want to find the way to 
the platform, he replied in a loud voice and in 
an excited and angry manner. "Your president 
promised to come for me at a quarter before 
eight and he didn't do it, and here it is ten 
minutes past the time for ay lecture to begin 
and I want ail my time for it and must begin at 
once."' In the mean time I had conducted him out 
of the audience room into a small room adjoining 
the stage, and taking my watch f r om my pocket I 
held it so th it he could see its face and said 
quietly, "Mr . Cooke, you are mistaken. It ..'ants 
nearly ten minutes to eight , the time for the 
lecture to begin." "I know better,* he vocifer- 
ated, "1 saw the olock in the hotel off ice, and 
it ?ras ten minutes after eight — » "But, Mr. 
Cooke," I interrupted, "the clock you, saw gives 
Cleveland time, which is twenty minutes faster 
than our tine, which is as I have shown you." 
"But they wouldn't keep the wrong time in a ho- 
tel office," he persisted, "Will you introduce me 
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cr shall I have to introduce myself? I've been 
lecturing for a good many years now and I*ve 
never been so abused before in all my life," the 
last Sentence uttered in a plaintive and tearful 
voice. All this ti.ne I h a d controlled both agr 
temper and my manner, but the insulting language, 
the stupidity a nd perversity of the great calf — 
who was almost blubbering with vexation and an- 
ger — caused me to lose all patience with him, and 
I said to him, courteously but rather decid-dly, 
"Mr. Cooke, I have shown you that it is not yet 
time for your lecture t© be^in. When eight o % - 
clock arrives, if our president is not here I 
will introduce you. But in behalf of our asso- 
ciation I must protest against your beginning 
your lecture before the appointed time, to the 
disappointment of our patrons*-I was intending 
to s iy , further ,that if he persisted in doing s© 
he must not complain of the conaequences--but at 
this juncture the president of the association 
came rushing into the room and I turned on my 
heel and left without a word, feeling that Mr. 
Cooke did not deserve that I should use toward 
him even comcion civility. The whole incident 
was an illustration of a truth which I saw exem- 

lified more than once in my later life--that a 
man who is truly great in some respects may, on 
occasion, make a great fool of himself without 
having the slightest reason or excuse for his so 
doing. 

TTheri Mr. Beecher came to Kalamazoo to lecture, 
I, in company with two or three others , spent a 
very pleasant part of an afternoon with him and 
found him to be a very companionable individual, 
quite willing to talk of himself — as we wished 
h:im to do--vith evidently a good opinion of him- 
self , but withcut the least appearance of any- 
thing that could properly be termed vanity. He 
told us much of himself as a lecturer and of ad- 
dresses that he had delivered in Michigan, but 
the thing that he seemed most anxious to talk a- 
nout was evolution, then a new doctrine and one 
to which Mr. Beecher had recently become a con- 
vert , and , like other new converts to any import- 



ant theory, very anxious to promulgate it. He had 
with his one of Darwin 1 s books which he produced 
and ra a d from to us at considerable length. He 
had prepared a lecture on that subject and wish- 
ed to substitute it for the one we had chosen 
and advertised, but we of the lecture committee 
of the association d :clined to accede to his re- 
quest , a s we knew that the change would be f a r 
from satisfactory to the great majority of those 
who were to hear him. He did manage to drag in- 
to his lecture,neck and heels, a brief reference 
to evolution, but did not say enough about it to 
do any appreciable harm. 

The lecture which Mr. Beecher delivered that 
evening, while an able one, was not, in my estima- 
tion, to be compared with those I had heard him 
deliver some years before, nor with one or more 
sermons that I heard him preach from his own 
pulpit. Both his appearence ,when seen at close 
range, and his manner in speaking, seemed to indi- 
cate that he had lost much of the vigor and fire 
of former years . 

I s^ent considerable time at Island Park in 
the month of July ,1883, having Will with me dur- 
ing a part of the time I w a s there. The Assem- 
bly had then attained its full stature, and the 
classes , lectures and entertainments were all of 
the best quality as educational forces. I w a s 
re-elect >d one of the Board of Managers and was 
also chosen Vice-President of the Association. 

The duties which I took u^on myself to perform 
as a member of the Board ©f Education of Kalama- 
zoo .added much to my labors during that year and 
during all the years that I held that office. 
Meetings of the Board were rather frequent, and I 
imposed upon myself the t a sk of making frequent 
visits to the schools while in session, making it 
a point to visit every room in each building as 
often a s once every three months during the 
school year. This had never been done before by 
any member of the board, and I very much question 
whether it has ever been done since. 

At the election of officers of Orcutt Post,G. 
A.R.,in December ,1883,1 v a s chosen Senior Vice- 
Goma.mder of the Post . 



Financially the year 1883 w a s one of the most 
prosperous years I ever enjoyed, in spite of the 
fact that in that year I made some investments 
and embarked in some enterprises that were far 
from being remunerative or successful. I paid 
fifty dollars for stock in the Island Park As- 
sembly Association, with no expectation that any 
profit would accrue t© me from it, the aonev paid 
being more in the nature of a gift than an" in- 
vestment. I also became one of the incorpora- 
tor of a book publishing company, the enterprise 
originating in this ways For several years pre- 
ceding 1883 a corporation located in Sochester, 
New York, had been engaged in reprinting old and 
out of print but standard volumes of law reports 
which were furnished at a moderate price to sub- 
scribers in the legal profession throughout the 
country. This corporation was made up of a few 
lawyers of moderate legal and businesfs ability, 
residing in western New York, but the demand for 
their publications was s© great that they became 
exceedingly wealthjjfrom the profits on their 
sales. It occurred to 0 .W.Powers--who had lived 
in western New York and knew the men carrying on 
the business just mentioned-- that the same thing 
could be done, in a smaller w a y, perhaps, in Kala- 
mazoo ,and at his instance a company was formed 
with the intention of reprinting the New York 
Chancery Reports, if sufficient encouragement 
should be received to warrant launching the en- 
terprise. So the company was organized and in- 
corporated under the name of "The Lawyers* Pub- 
lishing Association," with O.W.Powers, Samuel V. 
Oxenf ord , James M. Davis and myself as stockhold- 
ers , directors and officers. I do not remember 
how the offices were divided among us, but I do 
remember that I was the treasurer ©f the corpo- 
ration. Each of the corporators paid into the 
treasury of the corporation not far from one 
hundred dollars , circulars ,&c . ,were mailed to the 
lawyers throughout a large part of the United 
States and subscriptions solicited for the vol- 
umes, to be paid for as they should appear. But 
all the subscriptions received fell far short of 
providing for the expenses of the undertaking 



and it was abandoned. 

My total income for the year 1685 from all 
sources, including sums received from the sale of 
some property I owned, amounted to nearly $4,350, 
and the total of my expenses amounted to about 
2,800. 

I made few speeches in 1883 and these were on 
uniiaj-ortant occasions. One, I r member, was a 
response to the sentiment "Ch-irity," a t a ban- 
quet given by Orcutt Post, G.A.I. S$f remarks' on 
that occasion were rather turgid, as I recall 
them, but they were well received by those who 
heard then. Nor did I write much for publica* 
tion during that year. The correspondence from 
Island Park, pi, bii shed in the "Telegraph" during 
the session of the Assembly, was written by me, 
and, as I was always on the lookout for a chance 
to put forward something of a political nature 
that might be to the advantage of the republican 
party, I wrote also an article on "Ti.e Danville 
Massacre," ..hich was print d in the "Telegraph" 
either as an editorial ©r as a communication (I 
do not new remember which, but think the latter) 
and can be found ©n pages 15 and 16 of Vol, 1 of 
my "Writings „" 

If it should be required of me that I desig- 
nate any one year of my life in which I was at 
the summit of my life, when my activities , my rep- 
utation, and my influence were greater than a t 
any other time during my earthly existence, I 
should name the year eighteen hundi ed and 
eighty- four, Vty official duties were more ex- 
acting than ever before, my law practice was then 
as extensive as at any time while I was a t the 
bar, I had more political work to do in the cam- 
paign of that year than in any preceding or lat- 
er ye ir, while my labors in the church and in so- 
cieties and associations were manifold and ardu- 
ous , 

I do not remember that I tried any cases in 
justice's court in 1884, nor have I any record of 
any, so I presume that no retainers were offered 
in cases of that kind which I felt morally oblig- 
ed to accept, and the cases I had in the circuit 
court required all the time and effort I could 



well e^loy. Many of these cases were important 
though raw presented a ny noteworthy features. I 
was retained to defend the Kalamazoo "Telegraph" 
in an action for libel, but the plea I filed set- 
ting iorth the nature of the defense seemed to 
discourage the plaintiff so that he discontinued 
the ca^-e and it was never brought to trial. 

Another case of some import mice that I had in 
the circuit court that year was one in which I 
defended a Methodist minister in a civil action 
brought to recover damages for misrepresentation 
m a land sale. The case w a s tried by a preju- 
diced jury before a prejudiced judge and a ver- 
dict rendered against my client. I w a s anxious 
to remove the case to the Supreme Court , a s I w a s 
satisfied that there w a e manifest error in some 
of the rulings of the court; but some wealthy and 
influential relatives of my client dissuaded him 
from doing so. The attorneys for the plaintiff 
afterwards confessed to me that the case would 
have been a hopeless one for them in the Supreme 
Court. I never believed for a moment that my 
client was guilty of any wilful misrepresenta- 
tion in the transaction complained of, but he had 
to admit on the witness stand that in a n import- 
ant particular his statement in regard te the 
land was not true; but he claimed that the erro- 
neous statement was made by mistake and not in- 
tentionally. The history of the c a se furnished 
a good illustration of the way in which a minis- 
ter of the gospel usually muddles matters when 
he enters into a speculation of any sort. 

In another case in which I was engaged in the 
circuit court that year,I was employed to assist 
an attorney in the preparation and trial of a 
suit brought by a man in moderate circumstances 
a :ainst a wealthy land owner to recover nominal 
damages for trespass, the real question at issue 
b-iing the existence or non-existence of a public 
street, the ownership of property of auch value 
depending on the solution of that question and 
many people in the neighborhood of the land be- 
ing interested in the result. The testimony 
presented on the trial vras apparently quits 
strong in support of the defense to the action. 
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But in ay preparation of the c a se for trial I 
had evolved j theory of the law r,g ^ i g h 
establishment of public ways whichtthough some- 
what abstruse, I succeeded in making so ?le a r and 
plain, not only to the court , b™ to the jury a nd 
spectators in the court room a s well,th a ?°the 
instructions of the court left the jury no rood 
reason to find any verdict except for the pl a in- 
tiil, a nd such a verdict w a s promptly rendered 
\nd my position v/ a s so manifestly sound that the 
attorneys for the defendant made but a feeble 
attempt to save their client's c a ^e and a a de no 
eilort to have the case reviewed by the Supreme 
Court, a nephew of the plaintiff, a small boy 
living in our immediate neighborhood, told some 
of his schoolmates th a t if^iefr fathers wanted 
money a t any time, all that he had to do was t© 
go to me and I would sue some one for him and 
get him all the money he wanted,whioh notion did 
not differ greatly from the beliefs of some oth- 
er and older persons. 

The political campaign of 1884 was a most in- 
teresting and important one. At the fceginHing 
the omens were far from being auspicious for the 
republicans. In the State of Hew York Grover 
Cleveland had be m elected governor in 1882 by a 
majority of about two hundred thousand, as a pro- 
t ;et against the conduct of the republican na- \ 
tional administration, and of the republican pari' 
ty leaders in that State. In the Bane year such 
a staunch republican State as Michigan had e- 
lected a democrat to the office of governor , and 
everywhere throughout the country there were un- 
mistakable indications of restlessness among the 
people and diss .itisfact ion with the republican 
party which had then been in power in national 
affairs continuously (except during the adminis- 
tration of President Johnson) for nearly twenty- 
four years. Some of the republican leaders who 
were not friendly to James G. Blaine f vored 
nominating a candidate like Edmonds of Vermont, 
for the Presidency , some one who had no bitter 
enemies in his own party, instead of nominating 
Mr. Blaine with his pronounced views and his 
record for aggressiveness . But the wiser ones 



3aw that the eniy hope of party success lay in 
nominating Mr. Blaine ,who .although he h a d many 
enemies, had also many thousands of devoted, en- 
thusiastic friends. Mr. Blaine w a s, a s he once 
said in ay presence, very averse to taking the 
nomination, for the reason that he did not desire 
the off ice, and made every possible effort t© 
have the nomination go to General Sherman. 

At this is a history of my life and not, to a nv 
considerable extent, a history of my times, I must 
omit all mention of the political maneuvering; 
preceding the national republican convention of 
1884, How it became impos ible to nominate Gen. 
Sherman, is told by Mr. Ho a r in his autobiogra- 
phy, and so Mr. Bl .ine was forced to accept the 
nomination cut of regard to the interests of his 
friends, as will be more fully related hereafter. 
It is now an undisputed historical fact that Mr. 
Blaine w a j' fairly elected to the presidency .but 
was deprived of the office by the fraudulent and 
criminal manipulation of votes in Now York. 

In K lamazoo county the campaign began early. 
K caucus of the republican voters of the Fourth 
ward of Kalamazoo (the first held, under the city 
government) w a 3 called for the 18th of April, and 
less than a dozen attended. I remarked the fact 
at the time and have cited it many times since, 
as a n illustration of the apathy and indiffer- | 
ence of the -jreat mast; of the voters in this 
country regarding political matters. That cau- 
cus furnished the only opportunity presented to 
the republican voters of the ward to express 
!.heir preference for the office of President of 
the United States, so far a s their party was can-. 
cerned,yet not one of every ten paid any atten- 
tion to it or appeared to care who might be nom- 
inated. Ajid in very late years I h ,ve observed 
the same apathy and indifference ©n the part ©f 
a majority of the voters in regard to taking 
part in the nomination of candidates for nation- 
al of fie s. If a candidate f©r alderman or ward 

constable is to be nominated , the voters will 
flock to the primary to express their prefer- 
ence; but if a candidate for President or United 



States Senator is to be noradm- ted, the nomin^t ion 
■> es largely by default, so i a r a s attendance at 
the primaries is concerned. 

By the caucus referred to I was elected a del- 
egate to the county convent ion, and wat chosen by 
the county convention a delegate to the district 
convention which w a s to elect two delegates to 
the national convention. Beforefthe district con- 
vention assembled, I prepared a series of resolu- 
tions to be presented to the convention and at 
the a propriate time I sieved the appointment ©f 
a committee on resolutions ,vas named as chairman 
of the committee and presented the resolutions 
to the committee. The committee endorsed the 
resolutions without changing a word and I re- 
ported them to the convention , by which they were 
received and adopted amid great' applause . They 
may be found on pages 102 and 103 of "Personal 
Mention." The convention w a s strongly for 
Blaine but I purposely refrained from' phrasing 
the resolutions in such a way that they would 
instruct the delegates to vote lor Blaine, as I 
had learned tliat one of the men vlo vere to be 
elected as delegates v/as averse to bejng in- 
structed, and I thought it hotter to avaid all 
objection and contention in the convention and 
at the same time indicate clearly the preference 
of the convention. After the national conven- 
tion I vas sorry that the delegates were not in- 
structed. In the national convention the Michi- 
gan delegation was wholly without influence be- 
cause of the disagreement of the delegates as to 
the choice of a candidate. In the republican 
national convention of isao the delegation from 
Michigan wielded a decided influence in the pro- 
ceedings of the convent ion , because of the fact 
that, with ©ne exception, the delegation was unit- 
ed arid enthusiastic for Blaine. Had the dele- 
gates from Michigan to the republican National 
convention of 1884 faithfully represented the 
wishes of a great majority of the republicans of 
Michigan, they would have been unanimously for 
Blaine „ 

I attended the republican national convention 



in June ,1884, for ane day only — the first day — 
in which the proceedings were far more interest- 
ing than on any other day of the convention. On 
that occasion I first s a w Theodore !Roos :velt ,as 
he caae into the v/igwam(as it w a s called) arm- in- 
aria with 9*erge viiii afl | Curtis. A leading fea- 
ture of 1 he proceedings of that day was the pas- 
sage- at- arias between Col. Clark E. C a rr,of Il- 
linois, and George Willia* Curtis./ Carr had the 
most tremendous voice I ever heard in any human 
being, w a s a xx Mail of great ability, and with 
logic as keen as a rapier he metaphorically e- 
viscerated Curtis , exposing his w»n : t of political 
honor in accepting a se.,t in a nominating con- 
vention and at the same time having a fixed de- 
termination not to support the nominee of the 
convention, if that nominee should be Blaine. 
Curtis replied hotly and lost his temper, but 
C .rr came back at hia, vigorously but placidly, 
and, to use an expression of Daniel Webster , on 
another occasion, "pulverized" all that remained 
of Curtis. The sentiment of the great m;ijority 
of the delegates w a s so unmistakably for Carr 
that Curtis cut no figure in the convention af- 
ter that episode. 

I3y combining their forces, the friends of the 
other candidates were able to elect their can- 
didate f c r temporary chairman of the convention, 
but so strong was the feeling for Blaine among 
the republicans throughout the count ry that his 
nomination was a foregone conclusion when the 
convention assembled , unless in some way Gen. 
Sherman could be jknduced to accept a nomination. 
Mr. Blaine greatly desired that Sherman instead 
of himself should be nominated, as has been stat- 
ed in a preceding part of this chapter. And it 
is possible that Sherman might have been elected 
and allowed to take the off ice, and the country 
have been saved the curse of eight years of Gro- 
ver Cleveland , but I have my doubts whether Sher- 
man would have been more successful as President 
than was Grant , and I also very much doubt v/heth- 
er Sherman would have received as many votes for 
the offiee as Blaine did. 

July 31,1884,1 was elected a delegate from the 



fourth Ward of Kalamazoo city to the county con- 
vention, and ©n August 2, 11,84, was chosen by the 
county convention as a delegate to the congres- 
sional district convention, which met at Three 
Rivers , August 15. I was selected by the dele- 
gates from Kalamazoo county to make' a speech in 
suppert of the nomination of J. G. Burrows , a nd did 
so, an account of the same being given on page 
118 of "Personal Mention," although that account 
--like the newspaper reports of nearly all my 
addresses— gives very little idea of what I in 
fact said. 

The convention appointed a congressional com- 
mittee to have charge of the management of the 
congressional campaign in the Fourth Congres- 
sional Tiistrict ,the committee consisting of L.G. 
/yfe, a lawyer of St. Joseph, for Berrien county, 
S.T.Read,a merchant of Car.sopolis ,f or Cass Co . > 
W.H.McCourtie,a business man of Kalamazoo , for 
Kalamazoo Co . ,L.T .Hull , a n editor, of Constantino , 
for St # Joseph Co., and A.S.Haskins ,a physician, 
of Lawrence, for Van Bur en Co. 

But not long after the convent ion, Mr. Burrows, 
with some of his friends, asked me te become a 
member of the committee in place of Mr. McCour- 
tie(who would resign to make room f©r me)accept 
the chairmanship and conduct the campaign. I was 
r luctant to do this, knowing how much labor I 
should have to perform if I were to carry out my 
ideas in regard to the conducting of the cam- 
paign, but I finally consented on condition that 
I should have the sole and exclusive management 
of the campaign and should be supplied with any 
reasonable amount of funds I might call for. A 
meeting ©f the committee v/as called and the 
Changes indicated were made. 

The task confronting the committee was, to all 
appearances, a hopeless one. Two years before, 
Mr. Burrows had been defeated by Mr. Yaple, be- 
cause of his — Burrows* — unpopularity , growing out 
of a long list of mistakes which he had made , 
chiefly in appointments to office. In the two 
years Burrows had gained no tiling while Yaple t 
having no responsibility for political appoint- 
ments by a republican administration, was much 
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stronger than in 1882 ,sc that no political reas- 
on could be assigned for believing that the con- 
test in 1884 would result differently from that 
of 1882. Rut I thought that I saw a way by 
which the republicans could regain the district. 

Up to 1884, in the Fourth District , and indeed 
in nearly, all the congressional districts Jfch 
throughout the country, the congros sional canvass 
had always been carried on in connection with 
the State or National c:a»p a ign, the congression- 
al committee were figure-heads so f a r a s doing 
any political work w a s concerned, the candidate 
Managed his own canvass— to the extent that it 
was nariaged at ail — wont about the district mak- 
ing speeches and talking with soae of the vot- 
ers — and that w a s all. 

But I introduced a new era in that business. I 
first i recur ed a typewriter and engaged a ste- 
nographer and had a large number of committee 
letter-heads printed , sending a liberal supply to 
each member of the committee with suggestions of 
work that I thought might profitably be done,, 
especially by means of letters. This was the 
first intimation the members of the committee 
had that anything was expected of them in the 
v; a y of work in the campaign. And it is due t© 
them to say that all the members of the commit- 
tee — with one exception — promptly and cheerful- 
ly acted on these suggestions and on ©thers that 
I made to th-.;m from time to time during the cam- 
paign and did excellent work for Mr. fiurrews. 

But with two exceptions the members of the 
committee were not the men chosen by me to act 
as my lieutenants in conducting the campaign in 
the several counties ©f the district. Berrien 
county was, for local reasons ,divided by me int© 
three districts , the northern part being under 
Mr. Fyfe,the center looked after by Roscoe D. 
Dix,a Grand Army man, afterwards Auditor-General 
of Michigan , while the southern part was managed 
by Majer Duncan, editor ©f the Niles "Republican? 
Mr. F.eed,the committee member f©r Cass Co., had 
the oversight of that county , Franklin Wells in 
St. Joseph county, and Charles L. Eaton in Van 
Buren Co . , while the work in Kalamazo© county was 



under my immediate direction. And besides Dix, 
Duncan and Eaton, who served in the Union Army 
during the Civil Va,r ,1 enlisted a number of 
prominent and efficient C-r a nd Army nen.lJLJee Tom 
Higgins of Giss county, Norn. Cooper ©f St. Jo- 
seph count^and Joel ..onroe of ¥ a n Buren county, 
besid ;s two or three in Kalamazoo county, to go 
about the district, or soue parts of it, in the 
country districts a s well a s in the towns, and 
talk with the voters, especially with former Un- 
ion soldiers and sailors, a nd endeavor to win 
them to the support of Jr. Burrows. Joel Monroe 
had always been a democrat but was very friendly 
to Mr. Burrows and was not friendly to" Mr. Ya- 
ple, a nd as he had influence with the Grand Army 
boys and had a personal grievance against Yaple 
on account of not being allowed as much pension 
as he was entitled to, he was on the road almost 
or quite every day f i om a time soon after I a s- 
suxaed the chairmanship of the committee until 
election day, and his work was very efficacious. 

But the work on which I most relied was in 
getting into touch with the voters of the dis- 
trict , singly , a nd by means of correspondence to 
endeavor to persuade them to work and vote for 
Mr. Burrows. To this end I secured a lar^e list 
of the voters in each precinct of the district, 
with the political affiliations of each voter, 
with all the information that could be obtained 
concerning his political peculiarities or lean- 
ings. And in every case in which I thought that 
a letter from nd to a voter might have a ~eod 
effect, a letter was written, not a stereotyped 
one but a personal letter dictated by me to fit 
that particular case. To those who were known 
as zealous republican partisans, I wrote coumend- 
ing their efforts. To young republicans who 
were not usually active in politics,! wrote ask- 
ing theia to interest themselves and their 
friends in the candidacy of Mr. Burrows. To 
those who were thought to be lukewarm towards 
Mr. Burrows, I ./rote asking their cordial support 
and I wrote in a way that assumed that such sup- 
pott would be ;iven. If I heard of a democrat 
who was thought to be friendly to Mr. Burrows, 



I wrote him a letter in language so guarded that 
its publication could do no harm but which might 
oersuad 3 him to vote as I desired that he should. 
Of the thousands of letters written by me to the 
voters of the district during the campaign, there 
were few, if any, which were like any of the oth- 
ers in tenor or phraseology. 

Mid the effect of those letters fully justi- 
fied ray hopes concerning them. Those to whom 
they were addressed were mostly plain men of the 
common people, and each one was, as a rule, pleased 
by this attention and fluttered by the knowledge 
that he nsJB considered of sufficient political 
importance to Le asked for his support , a nd this 
v;as likely to make him careful to vote as he was 
requested and also to say a good v/ord to his 
friends and neighbors for ay candidate. 

I had also a well organized system of espion- 
age by which I was kept constantly advised of 
all that was going on in the district that re- 
lated to the congressional canvass. In each one 
of many localities I had a man who was generally 
understood to be lukewarm or unfriendly towards 
Kr* Burrows, who in conversation was quite likely 
to introduce the subject of politics ,wh© would 
talk with some freedom without seaming to be 
iiuoh interested in the subj act , beyond what might 
be implied by his appearing to assent to whatev- 
er might be said to him against Mr. Burrows, and 
whose business it was to report directly to me 
and to no one else , what ever it might be to my 
advantage to know. In that way I was kept pret- 
ty well informed in regards to the plans and el- 
forts of the enemy. And whenever I learned of a 
republican who w a s opposed to the election of 
Mr. Bur rows, I usually wrote to him in a way that 
I thought might cause him to change his mind- ,and 
in many instances I had one or more of his near 
friends labor with him and try to convince him 
of the error of his ways. In brief , instead of f 
following the former method of waging a campaign 
with brass bands ,mass meetings and shouting, and 1 
efforts to acquire or hold the support of voters 
in masses, I reasoned that if the individual vot- 
ers of the district were looked after, the masses 
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would take care of themselves and the result 
nought would be much more likely tc be accom- 
plished. My method cost money and lots of it, 
but it was all legitimately expended a nd not a 
dollar waa, to my knowledge;; or belief, used for 
the purpose of "buying votes, as the main issue 
of the campaign was the question of protection 
or free trade, and as Mr. Yaple wasja pronounced 
and radical advocate of frea trade, great efforts 
.•ere made by those interested in the success of 
that theory to elect him. It came to ay knowl- 
edge during the campaign that the Importers and 
Traders Union, a free trade organisation of the 
city of New York, had sent between fifteen hun- 
dred and two thousand dollars at least into the 
Fourth District of Michigan to be us d to accom- 
plish the elect ion of Mr, Yaple. But I could 
never learn where the money was spent except in 
saloons , which al ays seemed to me to be a s inef- 
fectual a method of aiding the cause of a can- 
didate a« could w ,11 be devised. 

But I did not ftegleet the brass band method of 
campaigning , knowing that we had need of every 
agency that could be used to help our side. I 
mapped out a program that included as many re- 
publican meetings in different parts of the dis- 
trict as could bo held to advantage ,and then set 
about finding speaker's for them. Finding that I 
could not depend on the State Central Committee 
to furnish What I wanted, I pas ed over their 
heads and w; ote a strong appeal to Mr. Fessenden 
of Connecticut ,the Secretary of the National 
Committee , setting forth the desperate situation 
of the party in the district and the importance 
of having the district elect a protectionist in- 
stead of a free trader. Mr*. Fessenden responded 
g ;iierously and sent me some of the ablest speak- 
ers in '.ho campaign, among others Eugene Hal**, Mr. 
Boutelle and t'olon Chase of Maine, Frank Hiscock 
of ifew York,'Uid a few others of almost equal ce- 
lebrity. I arranged meetings for all these at 
joints where I thought they coiUg go most good, 
and every one of them rendered/and effectual 
service. I alao appointed meetings for Mr. Bur- 
rows on every week day afternoon and evening, 
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down to the night before the election. And in 
only one instance was any attempt made to change 
my assignments , a nd that was when some republican 
malcontents and chronic grumblers induced Air. 
Burrows to promise to make idvam a speech in 
their village on an evening when I had arranged 
for him to speak at another place. But as soon 
as I heard ef it I revoked Mr. Burrows* promise 
very quickly and decidedly , and told Mr. Burrows 
that the condition under which I accepted the 
chairmanship of the committee must be observed 
to* the letter and that I would brook no inter- 
ference with «y plans or arrangements by him ©r 
by any one else. The incident gave rise to n© 
trouble between us as he was wise and just e- 
nough to perceive and acknowledge the soundness 
of my position. 

And Mr. Burrows made a splendid canvass for 
himself all through the campaign. In 1882 he 
had made his c anvass in a very faulty way, feel- 
ing secure in his place in the House and assum- 
ing a lofty and arrogant attitude and assuming 
that the opposition to him was unworthy of any 
t.e. ious consideration, thus making the mistake 
that is generally fatal in - n r or ± n politics — 
that of despising one's enemy. But the result 
of that campaign, though a bitter experience , had 
been salutary. He w a s a very fine speaker, had 
laid aside altogether his objectionable manner 
of two years before, was very- cordial and friend- 
ly in his intercourse with people, and by the use 
of these qualities he contributed ; re a tly to the 
success of the campaign. 

In the progress of the national campaign, the 
republican national committee decided to liave 
Mr. Blaine make s ?veral speeches in Michigan. 
The Michigan state committee so planned Mr. 
Blaine's itinerary t at he would not come into 
the fourth district at all, but after speaking in 
Detroit a nd taking a tour of the north central 
part of the State would return to Detroit and go 
over the line of the Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern Bailroad to : outh Bend .Indiana , so as to 
speak at Adrian, the home of the secretary of the 
State committee. As my official oolitical rela- 
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tions with the State committee were the reverse 
of cordial, I resolved to overturn that scheme if 
possible and secure Mr. Blaine for three speech- 
es in the fourth district on his way from De- 
troit to South Bend, one at Kalamazoo , one at Do- 
wagiac, where a mass meeting had been appointed 
for the 18th of October, and one at Miles. In 
furtherance of this project I sent a length, 
telegram, in Mr. Burrows' name, to Mr. Blaine, then 
in Ohio, and as Eugene Hale, then a member of the 
House and a close personal friend of Mr. Blaine, 
was to speak in Kalamazoo on the evening of Oct. 
13, and was to be entertained by Mrs. Burrows, I 
had myself invited to dinner by Mrs. Burrows for 
ti,at evening and at the dinner table I made 
known to Mr. Hale my designs. He entered into 
my plan heartily and between us it was arranged 
that I should go with him to Detroit that night 
after his address and see Mr. Blaine on the fol- 
lowing day after his arrival In Detroit from To- 
ledo, Ohio. Accordingly I went on the train with 
Mr. Hale to Detroit, and before we separated it 
was arranged between us that I should call on 
the following day at the home of Mrs. Zacliariah 
Chandler — Mr. Hale's mother-in-law — who was to 
entertain Mr. Blaine while in the city, and there 
>?ee Mr. Blaine. 

But while taking breakfast at the Eussell Ho- 
tel on the morning of my arrival in Detroit, I 
met Gen. Alger, the republican candidate for Gov- 
ernor, and to him I repres :nted that his inter- 
ests as a candidate would be subserved by the 
carrying out of my wishes concerning Mr .Blaine's 
tour— which w a s true. He agreed with me, promis- 
ed his assistance and suggested that I go with a 
party consisting of himself and about fifty oth- 
ers of the prominent republican politicians of 
Detroit, to meet Mr. Blaine at Toledo. I eagerly 
adopted this suggestion and after dispatching a 
note to Mr. Hale, telling him of the change in my 
plans for seeing Mr. Blaine ,1 joined the party 
going to Toledo. . 

Soon after the returning train was fairly out 
of Toledo, I obtained an audience with Mr. Bl a ine 
and found him very affable and alert in spite of 
the exhausting work of the campaign. He heard 



my request , asked some questions about Dewagiac 
and ©11 being informed that the meeting there was 
to be a mass meeting of the voters from three 
comties,he said .referring to my plan. "That 
seems reasonable, that se-as feasible," a nd at 
o nee called one of his immediate party a nd after 
a brief conference it was de-ided that Mr. 
Blaine, instead of going over the Lake ^hore 
railroad from Detroit to tlouth Bend, should go 
over the Michigan Central railroad, and speak at 
the principal towns on the ro a ci , including Kalama- 
zoo, Dowagiac and riles , a nd this decision v; a s an- 
nounced to the reporters on the train. 

My mission accomplished I was about to with- 
draw, but was invited by one of Mr. Blaine's par- 
ty to remain, and this invitation appeared to be 
so sincere that I complied with it. There were 
in the coach , besides Mr. Blaine ,his son, Walker 
Blaine, and two or three others of his immediate 
party, also senators Conger a nd Palmer of Michi- 
gan, and one or two others, of whom I recall nnly 
George H. Hopkins, a la yer and prominent politi- 
cian of Detroit, whom I had known fairly well as 
a corporal in the 17th Michigan Infantry in the 
army. 

In the course of the Conversation that took 
place in the coach, after my matter had been dis- 
posed of ,a question arose as to the probable re- 
sult in Ohio, where a State election was being 
held ©n that day. Mr. Blaine at once announced 
with confid -nee that Ohio was good for ten thou- 
sand republican majority, I was agreeably sur- 
prised to hear t;iis,as Mr. Hale had said to me 
on the preceding evening that he thought the re- 
sult in Ohio close and doubtful. After Mr. 
Blaine's predict ion, some one remarked , "That will 
decide the result of the general election." "By 
no means," replied Mr. Blaine , "there has never 
been any re xl question as to Ohio, New York is 
the battle-ground in this campaign, and the re- 
sult in New York will decide the contest. For 
that reason I ought to be in , New York now, in- 
stead of coming into Michigan or going to Wis- 
consin , which are both safe for our ticket, ^ut 
in Ne-.v York the vote will be very close, the re- 



suit is very much in doubt and there is great 
danger that we shall lose the State." tome one 
of the party then asked Mr. Elaine, in effect, how 
he would feel if he should he defeated. "Per- 
sonally it would affect ue very little," was the 
substance of Mr. Blaine's reply. ""When I went 
into this campaign I determined that I would be 
neither unduly elated by success, nor cast down 
by defeat. Failure to be elected to the office 
for which I aa a candidate would be t© ne, per- 
sonally , rather a relief tiian a misfortune. In- 
deed I did net want to be the candidate of the 
.party in this campaign and did all that I could 
to have some one else nominated. In 187;i I very 
aiich desired to be nominated and elected, but I 
failed to receive the nomination. In 1880 I a- 
gain wished to be nominated , though I had not the 
anxiety for the office that I had four years be- 
fore, and again the nomination went to another. 
But while in the cabinet of President Garfield I 
learned how very undesirable an office is that 
of President of the United States, an* I have 
never since had any desire for it. Hut my 
friends wh© h a d so loyally supported me in 1878 
and 1880, when I did want the of rice, wished me t© 
be the candidate of the party this year ,and as 
my election would afford the only means I could 
ever have to recognize their help t© me when I 
wanted it,I consented to accept the nomination 
if it should be tendered, i^or their sakes I am 
anxious that we should win; for myself I have n© 
great anxiety a s to the result , n 

I do n©t pretend to £ive Mr. Blaine's language 
with absolute accuracy , ut what I have written 
»;ives not only a very correct version of the 
substance of what was said by him, but the very 
words, for the most part, which he used. 

When the train arrived at Detnj.it there was an 
immense crowd ©f people to greet Mr. Blaine, and 
a procession , several miles long, of people in 
carriages and on foot accompanied him through 
some of the principal streets of the eity. T 
was <r;iven a good place in one of the carriages 
forming a part of the procession. I have be- 



fore in this work .referred to the meeting that** 
M^ n maine! ° * ^^t and 

The cowing of Mr. Blaine to the Fourth Bis- 

.5 t C he V dis?rfot rtUnat f SVSnt 1>or th0 roAlicana 

I n ,aS i* wakened- the enthusiasm of 

the rank and file of the Pa rty whioh.until then, 
h a d ne*n strangexy lacking. Naturally I had to 

bor ?4^¥n/tf re 0f the "»jMM.iMIity and la- 
bel attending the arrangements for the Meeting 

*i S^if^!*!? 4 * ev f^in e "aa accomplished a s 
Planned a nd the meeting was a pronounced success 
in every way. 

notwithstanding my own faith a s to the outcome 
of the congressional election,! w a s not able to 
inspire a ny considerable number of the more ac- 
tive ef Mr. Burrows' supporters with a ny confi- 
dence in his success, a few days before the e- 
lection,T,or,coe Pi x and Maj . Duaean e a me to see 
»e and seemed to be very apprehensive that Mr. 
Jurrowb would be defeated. They had heard mmy 
rumors of coming disaster, and asked me if I 
thought that Mr. Burrows could be elected. I 
told them that that depended on the result in 
Berrien county , a nd asked them what that result 
would be. They asserted that Berrien county was 
all ri ht and would ;ive a majority for Burrows. 
T afked how large a majority >a nd they said that 
it v/ould not be less than two hundred. But they 
h H d heard that Burrows would not carry Kalamazoo 
county and that the vpte against him in St , Jo- 
seph county would be overwhelming. I told them 
to set their minds at rest if Berrien county 
would do ail that they claimed for it. That 
Oass county would give Yaple a small majority, 
and if Berrien would , ive a majority for Burrows 
as large a s Cass would ,-ive for Yaple, the major- 
ity for Burrows in Van Buren county would exceed 
any that St. Jos :ph could give Yaple, a nd that I 
knew that Kalamazoo county would give Burrows 
between threo hundred a nd four hundred majority 
and thus elect him by -bout the majority he 
would receive in Kalamasoo county. This assur- 
ance seemed to lift them, to some extent, out of 
the depths of despair into which they h a d fallen, 



but xt Yfas evident that they were not altogether 
convinced that Kalamazoo and St. Joseph counties 
would vote as I had asserted that they would. 

Thh r >sult of the election in the district 
showed that had Dix and Duncan been right in 
their prediction regarding the result in their 
©wr county, xay eitimate of the result would have 
been in all reapeit* correct ; a nd that, as it w a s. 
my estimate of the result in the district a s a 
whole was surprisingly accurate. Cass county 
gave, as I had expected ,scae thing more than one 
hundred majority for Yaple. But Berrien county, 
instead of giving Burrows twe hundred Majority, a 
as Koseoe Dix and Mai. func a n had assured me 
would be the Case, gave more than a hundred Ma- 
jority for Yaple. Bat &V. Joseph county gave 
tapis a much smaller Majority than I had appre* 
hended , while V a n Buren county rolled up a Major- 
ity for Burrews that greatly exceeded my mcst 
sanguine hopes, thus more than offsetting the ma- 
jority for Yaple not only in Bt . Joseph county, 
but in Berrien and C a ss counties also. Kalama- 
zoo county gave Burrows 337 majority, electing 
him by 352 votes. 

The result of the election in the fourth dis- 
trict of Michigan — like that of the national e- 
lection — in 1884 ,was net known until a^tay &t two 
after the election, on the evening of election 
day I was at the pl a ee where the returns were 
received, and had with aie tables showing the vote 
in every precinct of the district in 1882 and 
the average gain that wculd tee required to elect 
Mr. Burrows. The earlier returns were largely 
from Berrien county , shewing sains for Yaple in- 
stead of Burrows, and early in the evening Mr. 
Burrows went home , declaring tiiat he had again 
been defeated. For a week or twe prior t® the 
election he had entertained a s little hope of a 
favorable result ©f the election as the greater 
number of his political friends, and s© he w a s 
not disappointed when the earlier returns of the 
vote indicated t© most people his defeat. But I 
ri id not for a mement lose ray confidence in the 
result, and before the returns ceaSed to come on 
the night of the election,! v/ a s satisfied tliat 



so far as the feuri.h district was concerned, the 
republicans had won ihe a ictory. 

But for several days following the election 
neither the democrats not tfce republicans ec. Id 
believe that Mr. Burrows had been elected. The 
democrats had not entertained a doubt a s te the 
election of Mr, Yaple and his defeat came to him 
and to his friends as a n undreamed of calaait> . 
And the republicans .while indulging in faint 
hopes of success, could see no basis for suoh 
hopes and so their minds were prepared for noth- 
ing except defeat. And when it became certain 
that they had won the election in the district, 
their surprise w a s almost equal to their de- 
light. And as no other cause for this result 
eould be pereeived readily ,both parties agr-ed 
in "blaming it ©n"me. Mr. Burrows Wa s outspoken 
in declaring to others as well a s to nae,that he 
owed his election to my management of tne cam- 
paign, while leading republicans and prominent 
democrats throughout the districtjadopted the 
same theory and looked upon me as being almost 
superhuman in my ability to organize and conduct 
a political campaign. And at a serenade given 
me by the Young Men's Marching Club of Kalamazoo 
a few evenings after the election, I was acclaim- 
ed as "the man who elected Burrows." But I knew 
that I had done nothing mere than afiy politician 
of fair intelligence could have done, if he hid 
the sood sense to realize that in politics as in 
war, when one is confronted with a desperate sit- 
uation, time- worn methods must bo discarded and 
new tactics adopted, and wh© had the ability to 
formulate a plan and to persuade or compel oth- 
ers to follow his directions in carrying it out. 

I h-ve devoted much space to the history of 
tiiat congressional campaign, not so much because 
of the influence it had ©n my after political 
life as because thirty, or even twenty years from 
new the story ought to toe of ^reat interest be- 
cause of the light it sheas on the methods used 
in conducting political campaigns at a time near 
the closu ef the nineteenth century. 

Aside from managing the republican congress- 
ional campaign in the fourth district of Michi- 



\ 

98 

Can I took little part in the Campaign of 1884, 
as the per/oraance of ny duties a s chairman of 
the committee left no time for campaign spe^k- 
inr,. However I did Hake a speech at a ratifies 
tion meeting held in Kalai.iazoc in June, a very an 
unsatisfactory account of that speech appearing 
on page 108 of "Personal Mention." And a neeti t 
mg having been appointed for the tenth of Octo- 
ber a t Alamo >a nd the speaker who was expected 
having in some way been prevented from comin^.I 
went to ala»« Myself ,t -king another speaker with 
me, and filled the appointment. Of my address 
the "Telegraph" s id: "Several gentlemen who 
h-ard Judge Buck at the Alamo Meeting last even- 
ing, speak in the highest pr a is • of his effort. 
It was a speech th a t c&Uld not be surpassed , and 
produced the best e! Tect." 

.Besides the political speeches mentioned, I 
made a number of other addresses a t various 
tiaes and places in 1884. In January I went to 
A.lleg a n a*)d Hade fen address on the occasion of 
the installation of the officers ©f the Grand 
Array Post a t that place. The meeting was a n o- 
yen one a nd the large audience of scldiers and 
\ citizens seemed to be much pleased with £ay ad- 
dress. I also spoke at the New York banquet in 
1 ( Krt.laaa-oo in February and a t the Children's Day 
| ^services in the First M. E. church in June, and 
^ in the Ba^e month was one of the speakers at a 
i f Sunday School meeting in New Albany, Indiana, held 
c <^in connection with the International Sunday 
Sch< ol Convention at Louisville, Kentucky , of 
-t X which more will be said later. I also made an 
- address, that ye a r, a t the funeral if a Union 
soldier ,viiii a jji F. Potts, in Kalamazoo , which 
speech elicited much favorable comment a t the 
t irae . 



^ In Mai', 1884, 1 made a business! trip to TJinona, 
Minnesota, taking Winifred with me. This enabled 
me to see a little of a part of the country I 
had never before visited , although I w*a over the 
same road again six years later. 

My labors as a aember of the Beard of Educa- 
tion did not diminish during 1884, but rather in- 
creased, but they presented no features that dif- 



fered from those of former years, and in r eligi- 
ous matters, in work for the local church and in 
the interests of Sunday SehcclB*-Xccally and 
throughout the County a nd State — I \: a s a s promi- 
nent and active a s ever. At the state Sunday 
School Convention, held in the early spring, I was 
elected a delegate to the International Sunday 
School Convention, which iet in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, early in June. During the session of the 
International Convent ion, arrangements were made 
by the people of New Albany , Indiana , for a Sunday 
' chool meeting to be held in that city in the 
evening, and speakers from the convention were 
requested. Those to whoa the request came se- 
lected Rev. Dr. L.L. Wood, of Oregon, Miss Lucy 
Rider a nd myself. Dr. vood w a s an able clergy- 
man with a national reputation, Miss Rider w a s a 
very gifted young woman , prominent in Sunday M&ha 
School work and a very fine writer cf both prose 
and poetry, she is now Mrs. Lucy Rider Meyer, 
and is in eharge of the Deaconess work cf the M. 
E. Church in Chicago , Illinois . 

Dr. Wood and Miss I id ;r went to New Albany to- 
gether, and I »et them for the first time at the 
church where the meeting was to be held. In ar- 
ranging our part of the meeting, we a ;reed that 
one hour of speaking would be enough, in connec- 
tion with the other exercises , and that this time 
should be equally divided among us. In deciding 
the order of speaking, I suggested that I take 
the least prominent p&ace and speak first ,that 
Miss Eider follow and Dr. Wood speak la&t. To 
this Dr. Wood objected that he wanted to accom- 
pany Miss Rider to her train, a s she would be 
compelled to leaTe before the close of the meet- 
ing. But Miss Rider sided with me, saying that I 
could a s well go with her to the train, and to 
this arrangement Dr. Wood was forced to submit. 
The church was a large one and well filled with 
a fine looking audience. I made the initial ad- 
dress, to which the audience listened with indi- 
cations of appreciation and to which they res-\ 
pen&dd generously. Miss Eider followed and made 
a very fine address which pleased the audience 
greatly. Before Dr. Wood had spoken five min- 



utes it became time for Miss Eider t® go, so we 
left the church and made* our way towards the 
railway station. But we could not have been 
gone front the church pre than five minutes be- 
fore we heard some one behidd us running furi- 
ously and in a moment Dr. w 00 d overtook us, run- 
ning "with all his legs", a s the French say, 
breathless and Banting ,his hat in his hand and 
his hair streaming in the a ir and he scarcely 
able to speak from the over- exertion . It w a s 
certain that he could not have spoken to exceed 
ten minutes and had then brought his speech — and 
no doubt the meeting— to a sudden a nd unsatis- 
factory conclusion, so that he might have a few 
minutes more of time with Miss Rider. I a t once 
relinquished to him my place a s her escort a nd 
took my way back to Louisville. 

I attended the Island Park Assembly again in 
July ,1884, and was again elected one of the Beard 
of Managers and Vice-President of the Associa- 
tion. 

A few ye a rs before 1884 there had been organi- 
zed what w a s named "The Soldiers 1 and Sailors' 
Association of .Southwestern Michigan," and in 
1883 I had been elected one of the executive 
committee of the association. An encampment was 
held at Battle Greek for several days in the 
month ©f August ,1884, which was attended by many 
thousands of former soldiers and sailors of the 
Civil War. This encampment — like others held in 
the years preceding and f olio wing- -v/as conducted 
as nearly a s it well could be like an encampment 
of soldiers during the war, with drills , parades , 
guards and guard mounting, &c . On the day of the 
public exercises , those in camp and the visitors 
./ere addressed by the Commander- in Chief of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, by Governor Begole, 
Gen. Alger, John a. Logan and other celebrities. 

In 1884 I as the owner of stock in the Phelps 
it Bigelow Windmill Company and was elected a di- 
rector and Vice-President of the corporation, 
which offices I continued to hold until about 
the ye a r 1900. And the same vas true of the 
Citizens 1 Mutual Fire Insurance Company , also a 
local corporation. 
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Of writing I did very little in 1884, all that 
I can now recall being two articles published in 
the "Telegrapii",one entitled "The Popular Vote," 
found on page 17, the other "The Pension Ques- 
tion," found on pages 17 and 18, of my "Writings." 

Before the Middle of 1084 I h a d concluded not 
to be a candidate for re-nomination a nd re-elec- 
tion to the of i'ice of Judge of Probate. I found 
that the discharge of the duties of the office, 
in addition to the work required in the practice 
of my profession, imposed on me a heavier burden 
than I could well bear and that my health was 

:irming to suffer in consequence of over- work. 
Hot only my personal and political friends, but 
many others who were not so accounted ,were de- 
sirous that I should hold the office for at 
least another term, but I steadfastly declined to 
comply with their wishes and in July announced 
my intentions through the public pr^ss,a copy of 
this announcement being preserved on page 110 ©f 
"Personal Mntion." There was no little comment 
in the public pr ;ss of the State , concerning my 
declination, it being an unusual thing for one to 
voluntarily decline so i a ; ort a nt and valuable an 
office. And near the close of the year, the Chi- 
cago "Inter-Ocean" made this statement concern- 
ing me in an article on EalaMa^oo: "Judge G.M, 
Buck, the present incumbent of the office of 
Judge of Probate, is a young man who is held in 
high esteem by both paries. He ie a valuable 
man in the district and St a te. The Judge has 
held his present position eight years, and has 
declined a renomination in order to devote his 
tine to the practice of the law." And the "Tel- 
egraph" in its isuue ©f December 30, 1884, Said: 
"Hon. George M. Buck h a c filled the office of 
Probate Judge eight years. He has performed the 
d ?licat e,oft en perplexing and cnerous duties of 
the position with marked ability, has qualities 
of head and heart that render very popular their 
possessor , and retires with the r ;spect a nd con- 
fidence of the people." 

financially the year 1884 w a s a prosperous one 
for me, my total receipts from business, salary 
and investments being a little less than four 
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thousand three hundred dollars ($4 , 300) and uiy 
expenses slightly less than two thousand eight 
hundred dollars ($2 ,300) . ,t the close of that 
year I for the first time ,made a note of all ay 
property — including the house and lot where we 
lived — and of ay indebtedness , and found my as- 
sets to amount to &13, 900, and my liabilities to 
$1,4*0. 

A few months before the close of the year 1884 
the old court house in which the office of the 
Judge of Probate was located, was removed to the 
extreae west side of the Court House Square to 
make rooa for the new building. This necessi- 
tated the tearing out of the old vault used for 
keeping the volumes of Probate Eecordsitnd the 
construction of a new one, and as the weather was 
cold, the mortar was very slow in drying ,fi lling 
my rooa with a cold dampness that could not be 
corrected , especially as the building was elevat- 
ed on posts , allowing the cold, winter air to cone 
up freely through the old floor. Then there 
dune on a heavy rain which poured in on the 
floor of lay room and f rose, so that for days I 
had to sit with my feet on a large aa§§ of ice. 
I contracted pneumonia but refused to leave say 
work altogether , though I could do littleUfct sit 
in my office and give directions to the Probate 
Clerk. However, ay health improved somevajiat "be- 
fore the close ©f the month. 

On the last day of December ,1884,1 worked in 
the Probate office all day and through the even- 
ing, closing up the business of the court to the 
end of my term. The Probate Clerk came in the 
evening and wrote up the record ©f proceedings 
for that day and at about eleven o'clock I ac- 
companied her home and then returned to the of- 
fice, looked over and signed the record for the 
day, put the books away and locked the vault, 
which w a s the last bit of work t© be done. 7/hen 
I went to the Probate Office January 1,188b, to 
explain t© my successor the methods of procedure 
in the court,&c.,I told him that I held on t© 
the office for as long a time as possible except 
ten minutes. For just befere I extinguished the 



light in the corridor of the Court House on the 
31st of December, 1884, I locked a t my watch and 
it w a s ten minutes before midnight. \r\d thus 
closed what was probably the Host important ve a r 
of my life. ^ 



Chapter IV. 



Klected Circuit Judge. 



I did not bftgia the year eighteen hundred and 
eigh$ry-five with the same misgivings that I felt 
in 1875 i hen setting out in the management of my 
professional "business alone and unaided. I k. ■ ■ 
in 1885 that the lose of the salary I had re- 
ceived as Frobate Judge .vould seriously reduce 
my income and I indulged in no vain dreams of 
any lar.,e increase in professional work with a 
corresponding increase in fees* But I had no 
doubts as to my ability to earn a comfortable 
support for my family, and this assured I could 
be content. And my reputation as an attorney 
at that time was such that the Kalamazoo , "Mail" 
without any suggestion or knowledge on my part 
and no inducement of any kind except genuine 
friendship moving the editor to do so ( mentioned 
me at one time during the year in the following 
language: "Mr. Buck is one of Kalamazoo's most 
prominent attorneys ,and is a gentleman -horn it 
is a pleasure to meet. He has been engaged in 
the practice of the law for many years, and has 
established a i'irs : , class reputation." 

But the first two or three weeks in my new 
surroundings ere exceedingly lonely ones for ■ 
me. I v.as wholly alone ,not having even a clerk 
for company and missed both the fooling of 
stress and strain that I had felt in my work 
for more than four years and the feeling of as- 
sociation with others --petitioners and others 
having business in the office as well as a 
Clerical assistant— -in the doing of the work/ 
However this fe ling wore away after a time and 



I came to enjoy thoroughly the filing of quiet* 
and of having sufficient time for my work that 
succeeded the rush and hurry of the preceding 
y s ar • 

Instead of the increase of business for which 
I Bight reasonably have hoped on account of my 
being rid of the exacting duties of the office 
of Judge of Probate ,my legal business actually 
fell off to a considerable extent in 188S as 
compared with that of 1.-84. As I had time now 
for the management of any reasonable number of 
cases of any kind, I accepted retainers in cases 
in justice's court as wel* as in the higher 
courts, bub only three eases in justice's court 
came to me during that year. These cases wore 
nil important ones in a pecuniary senso and in 
two I was successful and the one I lost was an 
action to which there was no reasonable defense 
and in which I was employed by a defendant cor- 
poration. I also had one case before a circuit 
court commissioner which 1 as decided in my fa- 
vor. 

I had a number of cas s in the circuit court, 
both on the law and on the equity side, but none 
of any great importance. One of the most im- 
portant as a will case in Calhoun county, in 
Whieli I as employed by the contestants, I 
have little doubt that I could have won the 
case with the jury, as the equities were strong- 
l.v on our side. But the Judge took the case £ 
from the jury and directed a verdict against my 
client. It was one of those close and Micer- 
tain cases in the law in which the decision 
might properly be for either party. I should 
have had less hope of a favorable decision by 
the Supreme Court than by a jury, but I should 
have been glad to test the question in that 
court if my clients had been able to take it 
there . 

In another case which would have be n import- 
ant had it been prosecuted to a conclusion, my 
client v/as a poor man who claimed a large sum 
as damages from the Michigan Central Bailroad 
Company. His right to any damages as far from 



b*lng clear and I v&a couewhat reluctant to 
t ^ke his case as lie was unable to pay anything 
to a lav/yer to begin the action. After much 
solicitation on hia part I agreed to take the 
case on th* understanding that if the claimant 
recovered a judgment he should pay me my usual 
charges for services. He wished me to take the 
case and receive for my fees a share of the 
judgment should one he recovered , but I invari- 
ably refused to accept business on those terms, 
considering it unprofessional to do so. 

The suit was begun and after I had done a 
large amount of work in preparing the case my 
client dishonarably settled with the railroad 
company without my knowledge , receiving a con- 
siderable sum cf money from the company, and as 
he was without property of any kind I could 
collect nothing for my services. "Iiich is only 
one of many illustrations of the truth that all 
the dishonesty in the world is not confined to 
the legal profession. 

Another case which I conducted in both the 
Probate and the Circuit courts in 1305 may have 
been mentioned in a preceding part of this work. 
It was a case in which a girl wished me to un- 
dertake an exce tiingly difficult legal task— to 
deprive a father of his right to the natural 
guardianship of his daughter, the younger sister 
of my would-be client. At first I refused to k 
take the case , but watt finally induced to do so 
at the earnest solicitation of the elder sister 
and also of a committee of ladies from the "Bap- 
tist church of Kalamazoo. The father was not 
generally regarded as a dissolute or depraved 
individual but was accounted a fairly reputable 
citizen and the reasons assigned for seeking to 
take from him the custody of his daughter were 
not based on any present or actual injury or 
danger to the child but on his general incompe- 
tency and a potential and future possible moral 
danger to his natural vard. The case /as stub- 
bornly contested but I t-v.cceeded in both courts. 
The amount of work I did in the case v,as well 
worth several . ndrede of dollars, but I never 
received a dollar for my services. 



I argued two cases in the Supreme Court In 1885. 
One of them was the Labar-Crane case which has 
been before mentioned , the other a school dis- 
trict case. My recollection of the facts in 
the latter case is not very distinct, but as 
nearly as I can recall them the case was this: 
The qualified voters of a school district had 
voted to establish or change a school house 
site and to build a school house V ere on. The 
district officers refused to proceed under the 
vote , claiming or having been advised that the 
action of the voters at the school meeting was 
illegal for some reason not now. remembered ,my 
opinion and advice being that the action of the 
voters was legal. I went to the Supreme Court 
at the instance of one of the inhabitants of 
the district and procured an order requiring 
the district officers to show cause why a Writ 
of Mandamus should not is;.:ue from that court 
commanding them to take action according to the 
vote of the inhabitants of the district. The je 
case -was argued "by Dallas Boudeman for the res- 
pondents and by me for the r lator. The Su- 
preme Court decided the case in my favor. 

But though the volume of business I had in 
the Circuit and Supreme courts in 1885 was not 
so great as I might reasonably have anticipated, 
another channel of legal business was opened to 
me on my retirement from the bench of the Pro- 
bate Court which served in some degree to make 
good the shortage in other directions. My 
eight years of experience as Judge of Probate 
not unnaturally led persons having business in 
that court to seek my legal advice and assist- 
ance. And as long as I remained in the prac- 
tice of the law, a considerable part of that 
practice was in the Probate courts of Kalamazoo 
and other counties. In most instances the feo& 
in probate cases .ere not large, but were res- 
pectable and as a fair proportion of cases con- 
tested in the Probate Court were taken to the i 
Circuit Court by appeal, my receipts for servic^ 
es in that class of cases were considerable. 

In politics I was not very active in 1885, as 
t ere was no general election t' at year except 
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of a Justice of the Supreme Court in April. I 
was a delegate from the ward in which I resided 

nation nr y ^J??** 011 W4 preceding the nomi- 
nation of a candidate for the office named, but 
I do not remember that I was a delegate to the 
county convention and I am sure that I was not 
a delegate to the State convention. But I 
was a member of the Republican Club of Kalama- 
zoo and met with the club frequently during the 
year, The defeat of the party in the Presiden- 
tial election in 1884 led the republicans 
throughout the country to unusual activity dur- 
ing the following year— though an "off" year 
politically— and the members of that party in 
Kalamazoo followed the general trend of watch- 
fulness and effort. 

I :,ade an unusual number of speeches in 1885 
the more important being the Memorial Day ora- 
tion at Chelsea, Michigan, the response to the 
sentiment "Three Days Rations ana Forty Rounds" 
at the re-union of ray regiment, and a eulogy of 
Judge Welle of Kalamazoo on the occasion of the 
presentation to the circuit court of resolu- 
tions by the bar in relation to the decease of 
the subject of the resolutions and of my ad^ 
dress. I mention these three addresses because 
they seemed to cause much favorable comment b«- 
those who heard them and v/ere the subject of 
newspaper paragraphs ; t ough in neither case did 
the reports in the newspapers present a glim- 
mering of an idea as to the more important 
things that I said. 

Early in the year I was re-elected one of the 
directors and Vice-Presid nt of tke Phelps & 
Bigelow Windmill Company and was also re-elect- 
ed one of the directors of the Oitizens' Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company. In June I was re-elect- 
ed a member of the Board of Education of Kala- 
mazoo,and ray activities as a member of the board 
during the year were not leus than in former 
years but rather greater. In midsummer I at- 
tended the session of the Assembly at Island 
Park and was re-elected one of the Board of 
Managers and Vice-President of the Association. 
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La * e ^ I attended the encampment of the Soldiers' 
and cailors* Association of Southwestern Michi- 
gan, held at Benton Harbor, and was re-elecW 
one of the Executive Committee of the associa- 

i 0 ^* ? n Dec )mber 1 waB elected Post Commander 
of Orcutt Post for the first time. Making men- 

.? of -i hiB elact i°n,the south Haven Sentinel 
said: "Orcutt Post of Kalamazoo has elected 
Col. Geo. M. Buck as its Commander and Mb friends 
down this way think it a wort y selection. We 
have •soldiered' with Colonel ■ uck some since 
the war closed and never yet found him anything 
but a true man. We bespeak for Orcutt Post a 
continuance of prosperity under his leadership." 

In religious work I continued to be as active 
as in former yearsjand in some ways even more so. 
In January all the evangelical churches of Kal- 
amazoo formed the project of having a revival 
campaign in the city under the direction of Ma- 
jor fhittle and his assistant , Mr . Mc Granahan. 
To supervise the work an executive committee 
was chosen, consisting of the pastor md two 
leymen from each of the churches in -arested in 
the movement. I v:as named as one of the laymen 
representing the Methodist church and was elect- 
ed chairman of the committee. The meetings 
were held for a period of several weeks and 
were a pronounced success. I have always since 
then thought Major Whittle the best evangelist 
of all of those whose work I had any opportuni- 
ty to observe. His methods were wholly devoid 
of sensationalism of any sort and he never 
tried to frighten people into becoming chris- 
tians. He portrayed the beauty , symmetry , happi- 
ness and usefulness of a genuine christian life 
in such a way as to attract people and persuade 
t em tc accept it . 

At the session of the Michigan conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal church held in Septem- 
ber,! was appointed one of the conference com- 
mittee on church extension and met with the 
committee a few times during the conference 
year. 

Another work that I had to perform in 1885 xax 

I 
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was connected with certain improvements of the 
house in which we lived. These improvements, 
while making no radical change in the house, 
were such as to make it impossible to carry on 
the ordinary business of the household within it 
wiiile the changes were being made. So the mem* 
bers of the family except myself were out of 
town during the greater part of the time while 
the work was going on. But I remained in town 
and slept in the house at night , taking my meals 
at a restaurant. And as the work of making the 
desired changes in the house was not done by 
contract but by the day, I saved no small part of 
the cost by performing much of the common labor 
myself. And during the last two weeks of the 
time that the work was being done it was gener- 
ally the case that I ould be in my office or in 
court during the day and do work at the house 
until midnight or later. But I enjoyed the work 
aside from the saving of expense effected by my 
doing it. 

The total receipts from my legal business in 2. 
1885 were between fifteen hundred and sixteen 
hundred dollars, a decided falling off as com- 
pared with the receipts of the preceding year. 
Receipts for interest , dividends ,&c brought my 
total income up to a little more than twenty- 
four hundred dollars , while my expenses were in 
excess of thirty-two hundred dollars. Of these 
expenses more than s^ven hundred dollars repre- 
sented the amount paid for work on the house, so 
that my income nearly equaled my expenses aside 
from the extraordinary expense incurred in mak- 
ing the changes in the house. At the close of ± 
the year the total value of property owned by me 
was nearly sixteen thousand five hundred dol- 
lars, while my indebtedness amounted to nearly 
twenty-five hundred dollars, the remainder being 
greater than the excess of my assets over lia- 
bilities at the close of the preceding year by 
a considerable sum. But this increase unfottu- 
nately proved to be merely hypothetical , as it 
was obtained by appraising our house and lot at 
a much higher sum than was afterwards realized 
from their sale , alt ough such appraisal was no 
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greater than their fair market value. 

The year eighteen hundred and eighty- six was 
to ne largely a duplicate of the year 1085 ex- 
cept as to political work. Uy legal busines was 
neither much greater nor much less in the later 
year than in the earlier one, although my re- 
ceipts for legal services were considerably lar- 
ger in 1886 than in 1885. I think that I tried 
but one case in justice's court during the en- 
tire year and that case (in which I was success- 
ful) would have been declined by me had not my 
client been one who had before then employed me 
in a number of cases in both the Circuit and 
Supreme courts. But my business in the Probate 
Court showed a marked increase over that of the 
preceding year and was not confined to my home 
county but extended to other counties in the 
State, one important matter in which I . as em- 
ployed being in the Probate Ccuirt for Oakland 
c ounty • 

In the circuit court I had about the usual 
number of cases on the law side of the court, 
but on the equity side a large proportion of 
the cases were for divorce ,a good paying class 
of cases but furnishing a rather tame and unin- 
teresting kind of work. One of the cases at 
law, while not important in any way ,f urn i shed 
the occasion for a notable victory by me against 
great odds, which created a great deal of inter- 
est and caused much comment throughout a large 
part of the county f as illustrating what people 
generally termed my "shrewd" and ArthyprBrown 
my "crafty" ways. The suit was brought by my 
client against a railway company to recover the 
value of a heifer killed by one of the trains 
of the defendant company, the alleged ground of 
recovery being the insufficiency of the fence 
along the right of way of the company, re could 
call no witnesses of the accident itself as it 
occurred in the night; but circumstantial testi- 
mony tended strongly to show that the creature 
escaped from plaintiff's field through defend- 
ant's fence to the right of way and railroad 
track. The defence was based on the theory that 
the heifer escaped from plaintiff's field to 



the highway and when killed was on the railway 
track where it crossed the highway- To sub- 
stantiate this theory the defence called the en- 
gineer whose train caused the accident ,who tes- 
tified most positively and with much circum- 
stantial detail ,tiiat he saw the heifer When it 
was struck hy his enginebnd that it was in the 
highway at the time. The witness was apparent- 
ly a credible one and was the only eye-witness 
to the accident and if his testimony should be 
accepted by the jury as t#ue it was the end of 
our case. 

hen the witness had been turned over to me 
for cross-examination and had braced himself to 
parry my questions,! at once proceeded to dis- 
arm him by assuming a friendly attitude toward 
him and interrogating him in an amicable way in 
regard to his history as a railway employee and 
his ability as an engineer, and had him tell the 
jury--as he was by no means loath to do— that 
ho was an expert in running fast trains and was 
usually called upon to run a train when great 
speed was desired, prom this line I apparently 
drifted insensibly to the night of the accident 
and had the witness testify, as if it were an 
unimportant incident ,that the brain he was run- 
ning was much behind time and running at the 
rate of from sixty to sixty- five miles per hour. 
I then, in a careless way, asked him to tell the 
jury how far he was from the heifer when he 
first saw her by the light from his engine, and 
in order to make his testimony appear more wor- 
thy of belief and give himself the benefit of a 
near view, he naturally estimated the distance 
at a figure as short as it would reasonably 
bear. Then with an air that indicated that the 
matter inquired about was not of the least con- 
sequence,! had the witness admit (as we could 
have proved had he denied it) that at the next 
station after the accident he had reported to 
headquarters that his engine had struck a horse. 
I then dismissed the witness -and could see on 
the faces of some of the jurymen as well as of 
the spectators a look of almost painful sur- 
prise that I should have treated the witness in 



r^i^! n ?^J a V n ? that 1 did not seem to 
realise t)mt Ins testimony was fatal to our 

JE?J*fi&f2!!L t0 H 16 closi ^ argument I 

£ % "^^^ioal calculation for the 

iTtt * 4 hQ 3ury which 8v ' 8 P t the testimony 
offthe engineer out of the case as effectually 
as if it had never been given. The proposition 
was a simple one--given the speed of the train 
and the distance from the point where the en- 
gineer first saw the animal on the track to the 

rlniiZ ?f S J! Wa f ! truCk ^ the engine, and the 
pjoblem the time between the two events! And I 
demonstrated beyond a doubt that this time was 
not sunicient to enable the engineer to see 
wne^ner the fceifer was in the highway or in the 
iield adjoining the highway where the carcass 
was found alter the accident and where we claim- 
ed -chat the animal as when struck by the en- 
gine. I held up my watch before the" jury and 
let them see the second hand turn as I counted 
the seconds, allowing that it was beyond the pow- 
er of numan intelligence to take in the situa- 
tion and surroundings of the accident within 
the fraction of a second allowed the engineer, 
sufficiently to apprehend in the slightest de- 
gree tftejjfact to which he had testified. 1 de- 
voted more than half an hour to the discussion 
oi this testimony, illustrating its fallacy in 
many ways and when I concluded I was sure from 
the expression on the faces of the jurors that 
they would give no credence to the testimony of 
the engineer. And I also knew that they would 
not merely lay his testimony cut of the' case, 
but that the fact that it had been given would 
tend to support our side of the case on other 
points. 

.hen the case was given to the jury all the 
time taken by the jurors was barely stiff icient 
to enable them to take one ballot and to return 
into court with a verdict for the full amount 
claimed by the plaintiff. 

I think that I argued but two cases in the 
Supreme Court in 1886* and these were chancery 



cases based on parts of the same transactions or 

f irm ±n^ GlkentB beinG a lar ^ *anuLc during 
co™rtt?on"^° ^ the defen dant a Chicago G 
?n ?£. \ f °f Se8 were important ones both 

t^r^ nf^° Un n t8 *? Stake 321(1 in the abstruse na- 
ture of the legal questions involved. Dallas 
Boudeman and I were associated as both solicit- 
ors and counselors in both cases from the be^in- 

SiSi^ ft GeS Wer f 80 iB f or tant and so imlch 
depended on the result that 1 was more than wil- 
ling to share the responsibility with some one 
else. The cases were decided against us in the 
circuit court but we took an appeal to the Su- 
preme Court which reversed the decrees of the 
circuit court and -ranted us all that we prayed 
for m our bills of complaint. 

With politics | had much to do during nearly 
the whole of 188 I from early spring until the 
close of the year. In March I //as elected a 
delegate to the city republican convention from 
the ward in which I lived .receiving a greater 
number of votes than were cast for any other of 
those who were chosen, alt hough I did not wish to 
be a delegate while a number of others had la- 
bored for places on the delegation. 

In Mqy a democratic sheet published in Grand 
Rapids, in a sensational article on Mr. Burrows* 
aspirations for the Senate (which had no founda- 
tion in truth) mentioned me as one of those 
wishing to take Mr. Burrows' place in the House, 
which was the opposite of true, as I could not 
have been induced to accept the place if offer- 
ed. 

At the beginning of the fall campaign I was 
elected a delegate to the county convent ion, was 
chairman of the committee on resolutions and in- 
troduced a series of resolutions framed by my- 
self , advocating the nomination of Cyrus G. Luce 
for Governor, J. C. Burro 7S for Con ress and Roscoe 
D. Dix for Commissioner of the State Land Of- 
fice, all men with whom I had been associated to 
a greater or less extent in the campaign of 
1884. These resolutions were adopted by the 
convention unanimously and with ; -reat applause 
and may be found on page 11 of Vol.2 of "Per- 
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convent ion, was chosen a memoe? J*1S O^SL. 
sional committee by the convention and was e! 

was an p^v 1 P of that year. This 
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licans confident and dishe rtened the democrats. 
not LnS? k nothin S f ^ granted and while I did 
not adopt any nev/ methods, I opened headquarters 
employed a number of clerks i\ ah = rS q • J 
sDsaifPrfi rr««+o » engaged and assigned 

out , *«nt<, lett< ; rs >^culated documents, sent 
??L? b ? n ?? d !! a » Q£i a vigorous political con- 
after t£2 m ^t^ eeln 5 1 ^ of the c ^gn until 
alcer the election of Mr. Burrows by a plurali- 

tlinV^l 9 J 11 ?? tv ' e *Wive hundred^otes^s a - 
gainst about three hundred and fifty two years 

Ztlll 5 '^ ter , tlle Election the Kalamazoo « Tel e- 

ESli •5? f ?f rt ?f t0 311 edit0 ^ial in the Cass- 

"The Casso.olis Vigilant pays a deserved trib- 
ute to the work of the republican congressional 
committee, as a factor in the czunpaign.to which 
more than an ordinary share in a gratifying vic- 
tory is due. A district committee is of ten, in 
fact usually, an ornamental body with the single 
useful function of deciding the date for the 
congressional convention in the succeeding cam- 
paign. In the fourth district a different plan 
lias been in vogue for two elections , contribut- 
ing to a rescue from defeat in «84 and a splen- 
did success in »S6. The committee opened a 
headquarters and gave personal attention to the 
canvass , under the immediate attention of the 
chairman, Judge Buck, and with the constant co-op- 
eration of all the other members, Hon. L.C.Iyfe 
of Berrien county , J. O.Becraft of Cass , Geo .A.B. 
Cooke of St .Joseph and C.L.Eaton of Van Buren. 
One result of their labors was to prevent .any 
part of the district from being imposed on by 
campaign frauds, every trick being clos ly fol- 
lowed and promptly exposed. T he com- .it tee is an 
able one and is universally complimented on its 
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labors, and the aid it gave Mr. Burrows in re- 
lieving him of the care of time-consuming cam- 
paign details. Especially is credit due the 
chairman, Judge Buck, who gave the work his per- 
sonal direction. 8 

And the Three River s n Tribune" referring to 
the same subj ect ,said: 

"Judge Buck, the chairman, gave special atten- 
tion to the canvass and it was largely through 
his vigilant care and intelligent foresight 
that the committee was enabled to effect suoh 
satisfactory results." 

On the day following the election I was in- 
vited to take dinner at the home of Francis B. 
Stockbridge and there met Ed. Perry , Schuyler 
Olds and one or two others who were all known 
throughout the State to be efficient political 
workers and then and there the plans were laid 
for a campaign in the interest of Mr. stock- 
bridge for the office of United States Senator 
in place of Hon. Omar D. Conger, whose term of Hi 
office would expire in 1SS7. Conger had served 
his district its the House for a number of years, 
had displayed much ability there and was for a 
time looked upon as one of the party leaders in 
the House, but like many of those having a simi- 
lar experience, he had beon entirely overshadow- 
ed in the Senate on his promotion to that body. 
Indead there have been few men in the history 
of the country, like Blaine and Hale of Maine, 
Conkling of Hew York and Burrows of Michigan, 
who were leaders in the House and who retained 
their prestige on being transferred to the Sen- 
ate. As a rule men have lost instead of gain- 
ing by the change. 

Conger had been in the Senate but one term^nd 
by political usage was entitled to a re-elec- 
tion, but he had little political strength out- 
side his own district and v/as a man of limited 
m;ans , while lr. Stcckbridge had amassed a mod- 
erate fortune of about half a million dollars ±s 
in the lumber business and was willing to ex- 
pend a considerable sum, in a legitimate way, in 
carrying on a campaign for a seat in the senate. 
My relations with Mr. Stockbridge had never been 



intimate either personally or politically .but a 
few years before I had won an important 'and 
difficult case against him and his business as- 
sociates in behalf of an obscure and not alto- 
gether reputable client of mine and after that 
Mr. Stockbridge ,.as careful to employ me in the 
greater part or the whole of his legal business 
in my part of the State. But my selection by 
him as one of the managers of his campaign v/as 
no doubt due to my management of the congress- 
ional campaigns in the fourth district in 1884 
and 1886. 

At the conference referred to it was agreed 
that I s' ould be one of the general managers of 
the campaign in the State, but that my especial 
part of the work should be the management of 
the literary bureau. I had little to do with 
engaging newspapers to support Mr. Stockbridge, 
and so far as the papers favorable to his can- 
didacy and published in the larger cities ere 
concerned they had no need of help from me,but 
I had a list of from thirty to forty nov.spapers 
in various partB of the State that were for Mr. 
Stockbridge and that were willing to publish 
anything in his interest that might be sent to 
them, but the rm.a who edited them had need of 
assistance in framing editoeials that would 
have weight, s© that during the campaign it 
was a dull day on hich I did not have to write 
from three to six or eight editorials of some 
length. These were mostly written as editorials 
generally are— with little regard for style or 
rhetoric or proper English const met ion and in 
a hasty, informal way , at tent ion being given to 
matter rather than manner. I as careful not 
to duplicate these editorlalB and to make each 
one as fresh and ne as possible and at the 
same time make the argument or statement as 
clear and convincing as I could. And in vie-, 
of the fact that I v/as confined to one theme 
I found the task much more difficult than or- 
dinary editorial writing. I -was also in fre- 
quent consultation with Mr. Stockbridge as well 
as with the other managers in regard to the 
questions constantly arising during the campaign 
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&o-^hat the work was sc rcely leas tlian that of 

conducting the congressional campaign. It will 
he anticipating what occurred early in the fol- 
lowing year, but will preserve the continuity of 
the narrative better if I relate here that the 
c mpai gn was highly successful and that at the 
caucus of the republican members of the legis- 
lature in January, 1837, Mr. Stcckbridge was nom- 
inated over Senator Conger and a number of oth- 
er able and \/orthy candidates , like Mr . Lacey of 
Eaton county, Jay Hubbell of Koughton(both Rep- 
resentatives in Congress) Gen. Cutcheon abd per- 
haps one or two others. 

I made a large number of speeches in 1886, a- 
mong the better or more important ones being an 
address at the Hew York banquet in January, at a 
Sunday School Institute at Plainvjell ,on Memori- 
al Day at Galesburg, to the Grammar School grad- 
uating class in June, a memorial address on the 
then late Henry E. Spencer, at the Michigan An- 
nual Conference in September, a memorial address 
on Rev. Henry M. Joy. in October and at the State 
Sunday School Convention at Jackson in December. 
I also made a number of political speeches dur- 
ing the canpaign,as my time was not so fully 
occupied as to prevent this, as it was during 
the campaign of 1884. Of my Memorial Day ad- 
dress at Galesburg, the reporter for the "Tele- 
graph 11 said: "The oration was very attentively 
listened to throughout and was most eloquently 
and forcibly delivered." Of an address deliv- 
ered by me at Galesburg in August, the Galesburg 
"Enterprise" said: "Last evening at the union 
services in the M.E.Church,Geo .M.Buck,Esq. <of 
Kalamazoo delivered one of the best addresses 
we have ever heard, on the occasion of the meet- 
ing of the American Bible Society for this dis- 
trict." The press correspondent of the Michi- 
gan Conference in his report of the memorial 
services said: "Judge Buck of this city deliv- 
ered a*e\rfogy afi. the late Rev. Henry E.Spencer, 
formerly a pastor of the First Church of Kala- 
mazoo." The "Telegraph" in its account of a 
meeting of the Young Republican Club of Kalama- 
zoo, held in October, began a report of some 




length of a speech made Toy me on that occasion, 
with the statement ," Judge Buck's speech was one 
of the neatest ,most graceful efforts imagina- 
ble." A lengthy and fairly .cod report of my 
campaign speech at Schoolcraft is preserved on 
pages 12 and 13 of Vol 2 of "Personal Mention." 
The Jackson "Patriot" in its account of the 
State Sunday School Convention had this: "The 
subject of the session proper was *Sunday School 
Management 1 . Mr. George M. Buck, of Kalamazoo, 
opened the subject with an excellent and prac- 
tical address." 

Of writing I did very little in 1806 except 
what has been already mentioned. The memoir of 
Relp. Henry F. Spencer was not only an address 
but also a contribution to the permanent liter- 
ature of the Methodist Episcopal church, as it 
was given a place in the published record of 
the proceedings of the Michigan Conference. Be- 
sides the editorials for the nev/spapers of the 
State, I wrote a few for the "Telegraph" of which 
I preserved two or three which may be found on 
page 20 of Vol. l,of my "Writings." 

The Citizens' Lecture Association having gone 
out of existence ,1 remember attending only one 
lecture in 1886, one delivered in November under 
the auspices of the Young Men's Christian Asso* 
ciation of Kalamazoo, by General Lew Wallace on 
"Turkey and the Turks." I was requested to 
preside at the meeting and did so. In the af- 
ternoon preceding the evening of the lecture I 
called on the General in company with Col. 
Burns. We found him a very gonial gentleman 
who appeared to be not only willing but desir- 
ous of conversing with us, in ^pite of the fact 
that he had with him and was engaged on the man- 
uscript of a work of large size— "The Prince of 
India" I have since concluded that it must liave 
been. I have many times since then told of his 
explanation of his method of writing— that at 
first he used a child's slate, and after writing, 
changing and correcting for a time he would 
transfer what he had written to paper, using a 
pencil with a rubber head , then, after again 
changing and correcting for a time he would copy 



with pen and ink, only to go through the same jjrci 
process as long as in his judgment the writing 
could lie improved. I think that he did not tell 
us but that I learned it otherwise ,that the des- 
cription of the chariot race in Ben Hur ,ms cop- 
ied and re copied in ink no less than seventeen 
times before the manuscript was sent to the pub- 
lisher. 

Notwithstanding the many other things that en- 
gaged my attention during the whole of the year 
IBS*. I did not at all ne.;;leet my duties as a 
member of the Board of Education and as chairman 
of one of the most important committies of the 
Beard, but -as prompt and regular in my attend- 
ance on meetings of the Board and of the commit- 
tee and also in my visits to the public schools. 

Ify -,'ork with and for the Union soldiers and 
sailors of the Civil War was seldom or never 
more exacting than in 1836. Having be^n elected 
Post Commander of Orcutt Post in December ,1885 , 
I began the discharge of the duties of that of- 
fice near the fceginning of 1885 and as I was 
twice re-elected I held the office for three 
full years, which was as long as I would consent 
to serve and longer than the office was held by 
any of my predecessors or any of my successors 
up to the present time(191C). At the beginning 
of my administration the Post , alii hough respect- 
able in numbers, was capable of great increase 
in that direction and to the task of accomplish- 
ing this I directed my first and continuous ef- 
forts and with such good results that during my 
incumbency of the office of Post Commander the 
Post attained its largest membership in its his- 
tory. I also tried to have the meetings of the 
Post bj;in promptly on time, to have the business 
part of the session conducted with military 
promptness and precision and with the utmost 
harmony. But a fev months prior to the time of 
tills writing (February ,1916) a comrade belonging 
to Orcutt Post was telling publicly and in my 
presence of the prosperous and pleasant times 
the Po3t enjoyed while I was commander , and how, 
if any discord arose during any of the discus- 
sions it was checked by me at once and in such 



a way and with sucli pleasant words that only the 
most fraternal feelings remained in the minds 
of the comrades. 

My position as Post Commander made me ex offi- 
cio a member of the Department en c ampme nT"o FTlIe 
GTS.R. which convened in April ,1886. At the en- 
campment I ..as elected a member of the Council 
of Administration, the executive "body of the De- 
partment, and was also appointed one of a commit- 
tee of three — the other members being Judge 
Morse of the Supreme Court and B.F.Graves — to 
visit and inspect the Soldiers' Home at Grand 
Rapids, a duty that was performed in the follow- 
ing June. 

The annual re -union and encampment of the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Association of Southwest- 
ern Michigan was beld at Kalamazoo in August, and 
it naturally fell to my lot to attend to the su- 
pervision of the local work for the encampment 
in addition to looking after the command and 
participation of the local Grand Army Post. The 
encampment was largely attended, was successful 
in every way and at its close I was appointed to 
the position of chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the ensuing year. 

My activities in church and Sunddy School mat- 
ters suffered no abatement in 1886. In addi- 
tion to my usual labors in these departments I 
was a delegate to the State Sunday School Con- 
vention which met at Jackson in December ,was on 
the program for an address before the conven- 
tion, which I delivered, as has been stated on a 
preceding page, was elected a member of the State 
Executive Committee and was also elected a del- 
egate to the International Convention which was 
to meet in the following year, the sessions be- 
ing held tiiennially and I having been a dele- 
gate to the latest preceding convention in 1884, 
as hereinbefore stated. 

Financially 1886 was a somewhat more prosper- 
ous year than 1885, my receipts from professional 
work being increased by about, two hundred dol- 
lars and my income from other sources being also 
increased. .But my expenses were also consider- 
ably increased, so that my total income was a 



little more than thirty-one hundred dollars and 
my expenses above thirty-six hundred. Of the x 
latter amount , however ,more than nine hundred 
dollars was for improvements on property. In 
spite of this deficit there was a small nominal 
increase of my assets over liabilities , but this 
•./as accomplished only by estimating the "unearn- 
ed increment » of some of my investments at a 
larger figure than, as it afterwards appeared, was 
warranted by the facts. 

Although I had no expectation of anything of 
the kind at its beginning, the year eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-seven was destined to be prac- 
tically the last year of my law practice, al- 
though for several succeeding years I had a 
small number of cases to manage at Infrequent 
intervals , an d cannot say that even now I have 
wholly abandoned the work of the profession. 
But the year named at the beginning of this par- 
agraph was one of the busiest of all the years 
that I was at the bar. I tried five cases in 
justice* s court during the year, in four of which 
I was successful. One of these cases was an im- 
portant one in principle as well as in the a- 
mount involved, considering the limited jurlsdic- 
t ion of the court . It was brought by my client 
against the overseer of highways for the road 
district to recover damages for cutting trees 
within the right of way of the public highway 
and adjoining the land of the plaintiff. The 
defendant attempted to justify the act under the 
law giving him authority to maintain the high- 
way, but I contended that this gave him no right 
to cut trees adjoining the premises of the owner 
of lands except when such cutting was necessary 
to render the highway fit for travel. The jury 
adopted my view and rendered a verdict for the 
full amount claimed by the plaintiff. 

As I am quite sure that I did not try any 
cases in justice^ court after 1887,1 will here 
record that in the period of a little more than 
twenty-two years, from the time when I was ad- 
mitted to the bar until the close of the year 
1887,1 tried nearly two hundred cases in jus- 
tice's court, a remarkable record for a lawyer 



ract icing in a comparatively email town and in 
all the courts, St ate and Federal. In the cir- 
cuit court I tried a large number of cases in 
1807 and was retained in a few new ones, but only 
in a few as it was desirable that my legal bus- 
iness should "be closed out before the end of 
the year. In the Supreme Court I argued three 
cases of which two were very important and of 
much note in the circuit court , where they were 
argued in 1887 as well as in the Supreme Court. 
In the first my client was a Grand Army comrade 
and a prominent Irishman and business man of 
Kalamazoo who came to me with a complaint a- 
gainst his neighbor, an Englishman who had em- 
ployed me in a number of cases but from whom I 
had no general retainer. The difficulty arose 
over the location of a dwelling house which my 
client was "building next door to the residence 
of the Englishman. Anger est because the house 
was located nearer to his own than he wished, 
the Englishman erected on Ms land some wooden 
screens, or "obscurers" as they were afterv/ards 
designated "by me in our bill of complaint, as 
near to the line "between the two places as pos- 
sible and so close to complainant 1 s house as to 
darken the windows and shut out "both the light 
and air to a considerable extent. 

I told my prospective client that the ques- 
tion raised by the action of his neighbor had 3ox 
been decided in only a few of the States of the 
Union and in all these the decisions had been 
against his— my client ^--interests, the courts 
following the English cases and holding that 
one has a legal right to erect on his own prem- 
ises any structure of any sort even though he 
does it with a malicious intent to exclude the 
light from his neighbor's windows. I said to 
my client also that I believed these decisions 
to be wrong in principle and that I might pos- 
sibly be able to overthrow them, although the 
chances would be greatly against his success. 
He asked me to go ahead and begin the proper 
legal proceeding and he would take the chances 
of losing. I followed his directions and filed 
a bill in equity for my client , asking that the 



screens "be abated as a private nuisance. The 
defendant was much incensed because of my tak- 
ing a cace against him, as he had always employ- 
ed me and was intending to do so in this in- 
stance if the difficulty should result in liti- 
gation. I had no regrets in the matter , because , 
as I told the defendant, it would have been very 
easy for him to have secured my services , either 
by a general annual retainer or by retaining me 
at the beginning of the difficulty , and pointed 
cut to him some instances when I was in part- 
nership with Mr. May in which we lost the op- 
portunity of being employed in important cases 
by declining retainers under the unrealized ex- 
pectation of being employed by the other party. 

V.hen the case came on for argument in the 
circuit court I counted on the probability , which 
I had indicated to my client, that the court 
would he inclined to follow the usual course and 
decide my case — whatever might he the opinion 
of the courts as to its merits— in accordance 
with the earlier decisions , following the reas- 
oning of the courts making such decisions. So 
I resolved on a "bold, an audacious course ,and at 
the beginning of my opening argument for the 
complainant I arrayed all the authorities I 
could find on the quest ion (every one of them 
being against my contention) read them in full, 
with occasional comments, and then proceeded to 
argue that these decisions were wholly wrong, 
that the reasoning on which they were based was 
fallacious and that they were entirely out of 
harmony with an often forgotten and seldom re- 
ferred to hut still a cardinal maxim of the 
law, that "one must so use his own as not to in- 
jure another. 11 I made an exhaustive argument 
on the quest ion, using nearly all the time I was 
allowed in the case, before my opponent had a 
chance to reply. But he did not answer my ar- 
gument, but relied wholly on the authorities I 
had myself presented and of the existence of 
which he may or may not have -been aware before 
I called attention to them, but probably did 
know of them. Indeed my argument in that case 
has never, to my knowledge, be en answered. It 



certainly wag not by the opposing counsel, nor Toy 
either one of the justices of the Supreme Court 
who favored deciding the case according to the 
earlier decisions. 

The circuit judge, with some hesitation, decid- 
ed the case in my favor and the defendant's 
counsel took an appeal to the Supreme Court* In 
that court I followed the same course that I 
had taken in the circuit court and the decision 
of the circuit court v;as affirmed by a divided 
court, two of the justices favoring affirmance 
and two favoring reversal. The justice who 
wrote the opinior favoring my contention was a 
Grand Army friend and i-ersonal friend of mine 
and in his opinion he declared that "if the 
Golden Rule is not a rule of law it ought to 
be," which ought not to have he m so startling 
a proposition as it seemed to be to many law- 
yers at the time. 

The Michigan legislature of 1307 had passed 
an act increasing the number of justices of the 
Supreme Court to five, and it so happened that 
another Grand Army friend of mine had been e- 
lected to the position shortly before the argu- 
ment of the case I have described , although his 
term of office would not begin until the fol- 
lowing January. He sat in the court room dur- 
ing the argument and at its close warmly con- 
gratulated me on my argument and added that he 
agreed wholly with ray view and if he were a 
member of the court he should so decide. With- 
in a few months after that time the same ques- 
tion came before the court again in another 
case, and the justice to whom I have last refer- 
red wrote the opinion in which he declared his 
adherence to the doctrine advocated by me in 
the former case. This opinion was concurred in 
by all the justices, the two who had been oppos- 
ed to my view concurring on the ground tliat the 
principle had been settled, so far as that court 
was concerned, by the decision of the prior case. 
This settled the legal doctrine in Michigan, but 
the end was not yet. In many other States of 
the Union knowledge of the Michigan case caused 
like actions to be brought and many of those 



cases went to the court of last rosort in the 
several States where they were instituted, and 
in every case, so far as my knowledge extends, 
the Michigan doctrine was approved as against 
that of Hev7 York and a very few of the other 
States, and the principle for which I was the 
first to contend successfully may now "be re- 
garded as the later and better established one. 

The other case referred to was one brought a- 
gainst a prominent society woman of Kalamazoo 
by the assignees of her husband's estate in 
bankruptcy to subject her very valuable home, 
which she had acquired by what was practically 
a gift from her husband, to the claims of her 
husband* s creditors. She had employed Mr. Sev- 
erens in the first instance, but on being ap- 
pointed a Judge of the Federal Court he turned 
the case over to rae(with the hearty concurrence 
of hie client) without note or comment , holding 
that the lav/ prohibited him from even express- 
ing an opinion in regard to the merits of the 
case. The defendant waft naturally very anxious 
and alarmed at the prospect of losing her home, 
and, like most women, made me earn the moderate 
compensation I asked for my services two or 
three times over in discussing the litigation 
and the possible and probable outcome. 

A careful examination of its legal aspects 
led me to conclude that the case was a most 
difficult one and that the bearing of the adju- 
dicated cases of like import was adverse to the 
claims of my client. !£)© when the case was ar- 
gued I did not press the legal propositions I 
advanced with so much vigor as I did the moral 
and equitable features of the litigation, dwell- 
ing on the picture of a charming and beautiful 
woman, the pride of a fashionable social circle, 
reduced at one fell stroke from affluence to 
comparative poverty and threatened with the 
loss of her home with all its associations, to 
satisfy the rapacity of her husband's creditors 
--all men of wealth. In the circuit court the 
case was heard fcy the judge of another circuit 
and he decided it in ray favor. The assignees 
appealed to the Supreme Court. 



Between the time of the decision of the case 
by the circuit court and the argument in the 
Supreme Court ,the Court of Appeals of the State 
of New York handed down an opinion in a case so 
similar to mine that, if followed, it would con- 
trol the decision in my case , the opinion being 
adverse to my contention in behalf of the cli- 
ent I represented. But in that situation I 
took a course directly opposite to the one that 
I followed in the former case. I .-as sure that 
the Justices of the Supreme Court .ould discov- 
er the Sew York case, but I knew that if they 
did ancjfwished to decide my case in favor of my 
client they could easily find ways of doing so. 
And as counsel for the assignees evidently did 
not know of the New lork case and did not cite 
it on their brief , I made no reference to it in 
my argument, nor did the court in its opinion,?: 
which unanimously affirmed the decree of the 
circuit court. 

In the third case which I argued in the Su- 
premo Court in 1887,1 did not fare so well. It 
was a case at law and my client had been beaten 
in the circuit court by the verdict of a jury, 
and as I believed that there as palpable error 
in some of the rulings of the court on the trial 
my client took the case to the Supreme Court • 
But as his conduct in regard to the matters in 
litigation had not been above reproach, in the 
opinion of the Justices of the Supreme Court . 
the law was disregarded and the judgment of the 
circuit court affirmed. 

In the United States courts I had but one 
case to attend to in 1887, and that was only in 
an interlocutory proceeding. The case was one 
brought against a very wealthy resident of Van 
Buren county for broach of promise of marriage. 
Charles S. Hay was associated with me in the 
car;e,as it ma really his client who brought 
the action. The defendant removed the case to 
the Federal court upon a claim of non-residence 
and under a then recent statute enacted by Con- 
gress. I went before the Federal court and 
moved that the case be r manded to the Van Bu- 
ren county circuit court on the ground that the 
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Act of Congress under which, it was removed did 
not apply to the case. T is raotion -.-as vigor- 
ously contested but the court decided that I 
was right in ray contention and remanded the 
case. It was never brought to trial, the death 
of the defendant not long after the case was 
remanded causing an abatement of the action. 

My practice in the Probate Courts during the 
year 1887 was greater than in any preceding 
year,but none of the matters in which I was em- 
ployed were either unusual or important so far 
as I can now recall them. 

The year 1887 was an "off year" politically 
as regarded the election of state and County 
officers, but as it was the sexennial year for 
the election of both Supreme and Circuit :;ourt 
Judges at the April elect ion, it proved to be a 
very important year for me politically. Early 
in January I went to Lansing to attend the ses- 
sion of the legislature as a "member of the 
third house" and worked for the nomination of 
Mr. Stockbridge as Senator until after the re- 
publican legislative caucus, and within an hour 
or two after the nomination of Mr. Stockbridge 
I started for home. 

In previous pages of this work I have refer- 
red to the fadt that as early as the year 1875 
and from that time forward t 'ere came to me 
frequently intimations , suggest ions and requests 
in behalf of both the bar and the people of the 
Ninth Judicial Circuit of Michigan that I 
should accept the office of Circuit Judge. But 
while the salary attached to the position re- 
mained at only fifteen hundred dollars I felt 
that I could not afford to accept the place. 
And I was also strongly disinclined to leave 
the work of the bar, as I much preferred it to 
the performance of , judicial duties, and I doubt- 
ed whether I had sufficient age and experience 
to fill that responsible position with credit 
to myself or to the advantage of the public. 
The salary was increased to twenty-five hundred 
dollars at some time in the early eighties, but 
afc that time I was receiving a good income from 
my legal practice and my salary as Judge of 



Probate arid Judge Alfred J. mils was filling 
the office of Circuit Judge, li ving been elected 
in 1881 and was entitled bjr political usage to 
a renoraination for the office. \i\mn elected he 
was a resident of Van Buren county, but shortly 
afterwards removed to Kalamazoo , and as the time 
for the nomination and election of his success- 
or approached, the old feeling of jealousy of 
Kalamazoo county on the part of Van Buren county 
republican politicians, the jealousy which had 
caused the defeat of the party candidate in 
1875 and came near defeating the candidate of 
the party in 1881, broke forth again and many of 
the politicians and some of the newspapers of 
Van Buren county began to clamor for the elec- 
tion of some one living in that county to the 
office of Circuit Judge. But this was of lit- 
tle significance and Judge Mills could have had 
the united support of the two counties had he 
claimed his unquestionable rights in the mat- 
ter. Indeed he would have been the logical 
candidate of Van Buren county, if the politi- 
cians and newspapers of that county had been 
vise enough to perceive it. 

But early in January, according to my present 
recollection, Judge Mills sought an interview 
with me and informed me that he should not be a 
candidate for re- nomination, saying to me that 
if I had any wires to pull(or some similar ex- 
pression) to do it without delay. He gave me 
the names of several prominent republican poli- 
ticians in Van Buren county on whom he thought 
I could rely for assistance. He, however , did 
not want the matter made public until he was' 
ready to divulge it, I took time to think a~ 
bout the matt er and concluded to become a can- 
didate. Had Judge Mills been a candidate for re- 
election I should have been glad to wait until 
the end of his second term before seeking the 
off ice, and v/as not at all anxious for it at 
that time. Indeed my ambitions had been in 
other directions. At various -times I had 
thought seriously of leaving Kalamazoo and 
seeking my legal fortune elsewhere. Earlier in 
this narrative I may have referred to the fact 
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that In the late sixties I was disposed to go 
to Hew York city to redid e and have always re- 
gretted that I did not do so. In the late sev- 
enties, and later still,! xma attracted towards 
Atlanta«Georgia,aG a ilace of r ;sidenGe. I 
wanted to he in a city which was the capital of 
of the State and where the federal courts held 
their sessions so that I should not ne;id to 
leave home to attend the sessions of any court 
except the Supreme Court of the United States 
at Washington g and I wished to reside la a place 
having a warmer climate than tliat of Michigan, 
if I could do so with due regard to more im- 
portant considerations, although cold weather 
was not then very disagreeable to me. Atlanta 
presented all these at tract ions, hut the fact 
that it was inhabited by southern people with «2c 
whom I could have nothing in common deterred me 
from going there. Later I had a d:sire to emi- 
grate to one of the southwestern territories, 
and had lir. Blaine been elected to tho Presi- 
dency in 1064 I should moot probably, almost 
certainly ,have been appointed to a federal 
judgeship in some one of thos j territories t the 
salary of the o.i .Vice enabling me to live com- 
fortably until I could become acquainted with fee 
the people and prepared to resume the practice 
of the law and engage in its cognate activity- 
politics. As it was I was not far f cm attain- 
ing the o eject of my wishes, although in a Ter- 
ritory which would not have be n my choice. The 
office of one of the territorial judges of Utah 
becoming vacant late in 1084 or early in 1805, 
the bar of that territory, on the recommendation, 
largely, of Arthur Br own, signed and had present- 
ed to the President a petition asking ay w$~ 
pointment to fill the vacancy. Of this I hnew 
nothing at the time nor did I learn of it until 
several months afterwards. I should have re- 
ceived the appointment had it not been for the 
fact tliat the President , for come reason, was de- 
termined to appoint a certain aan to the place 
--Judge Boreman of Pennsylvania. In 180G 
strong pressure tras brought to bear upon me to 
induce me to accept the office of State Senator, 



"but I had no ambitions in the direction of leg- 
islative v/ork of any kind. 

But in 1087 I knew that if I did not then ac- 
cept the office of Circuit Judge it would most 
likely he twelve years "before the opportunity 
would again he presented, and I did not alto- 
gether like the prospect of waiting that long 
if I v;as to have the office at all. So, after 
due reflection, I d "dided to become a candidate 
for the position and so informed a few of my 
intimate and discreet political friends. 

shortly after this Judge Mills made public 
and private announcement that he would not be a 
candidate for re-election and then a number of 
aspirants for the position began working for 
the nomination, all from Van Buren county except 
one in Kalamazoo who had lived for a time at 
Paw Paw. Judge Lawton,who had bean the Van Bu- 
reii county candidate in 1875 was an active can- 
didate long before the declination of Judge 
Mills, but his sudden death early in February 
removed him from the list of aspirants, Bat 
many of the active politicians and newspapers 
of Van Buren county still clamored for a can- 
didate from that county , who ever he might be. 

In the mean time I tcok no active steps to 
secure the nomination aside from informing my 
friends that I would accept the office and sug- 
gesting to one or two, (to only one so far as I 
can remember) in Van Buren county that I should 
appreciate any assistance that might come to me 
from that county. And aside from the harping 
of some of the Van Buren county newspapers on 
their desire for a Van Buren county candidate, 
very little was sn.id in the public press on the 
subject. But early in January and some time 
before it was known that Judge Mills would not 
be a candidate, the "South Haven Sentinel", edit- 
ed by one of my staunch Grand Army friends, (but 
a bitter enemy cf Mr. Burrows) declared itself 
to be favor ble to my nomination, ait hough it sa 
was not then known that I would be a candidate, 
and the "Hartford BaySpring," another Van Bu- 
ren county nev.'Spaper,also edited by one of my 
Grand Army comrades, in an editorial reviewing 
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the situ at ion, also declared in my favor. These 
expressions were wholly voluntary and were not 
suggested by me nor by any one outside the 
newspaper off ices, nor was a n oh later one — af- 
ter the declination of Judge Mills— in the Kal- 
amazoo "Telegraph* mildly endorsing me for the 
office, that paper then having passed under the 
control of parties not especially friendly to 
mi. And the South Haven correspondent of the 
"Telegraph" assorted that the sentiment in that 
locality seemed to favor my election. 

But after the nominating convention had "been 
called, t 'iose Van Bares county politicians and 
newspapers that were obsessed by jealousy of 
everything and everybody — In Kalamazoo county ,a- 
woke to the truth that their ] olicy should have 
been to insist on Judge M1113 serving out the 
two terms to which he had been entitled ,as a 
Van Buren county incumbent of the office. So, 
with the aid of some over-zealous friends of i&x 
Judge Mills and a few of my personal enemies, 
they brought such pressure to bear on the Judge 
that he concluded to be again a candidate for 
the office and sent a friend to me to ask if I 
would be willing t: at his name should go before 
the convention for the nomination. I was net 
surprised at this as I had heard intimations to 
the same effect before. I could not understand 
this inquiry as anything less than a polite in- 
timation to me to withdraw from the contest. 
But I resolved, instant er, that I \70uld do noth- 
ing of the kind* I remembered that in 1872 ,i&53six 
Schuyler Colfax was entitled to a re-nomination 
and re-election as Vice-President , but announced 
that he wovxld not be a candidate and later camefc 
to a different decision and became an active 
candidate for renomination. Bat in the inter- 
vening time Henry "llson had become a candidate 
for the nomination and when Ilr. Colfax changed 
his mind Mr. Wilson refused to withdraw from 
the contest, saying that he had become a candid- 
ate because cf the declination of Mr. Colfax, 
his friends had been active in his behalf , and 
he was then under no moral obligation to retire. 



The situation in my case was the same as that, 
with the aided feature that I had become a can- 
didate at the special instance of Judge i£ills 
himself. I therefore replied to the question 
of the messenger that I should have no objec- 
tion whatever to Judge Mills being a candidate 
for the nomination but that I should also con- 
tinue to be one. I afterwards learned that the 
Judge was disappointed and somewhat incensed at 
my decision, but this did not disturb me as I 
felt that if either of us had any ;rcund for 
complaint it was not he. However neither he 
nor his friends thought that there would be any 
serious difficulty in securing his nomination. 

From that time it ,was evid ;nt that while there 
were other candidates in the field, the choice 
of the convention would lie between Judge Mills 
and myself. My- friends at once entered into a 
vigorous though quiet canvass in xay behalf which 
was continued until the convention assembled 
unity a short time afterwards. Of course I had 
no further assistance from the "Telegraph" , but 
of this I did not complain. 

The convention was held at Kalamazoo on the 
24th of February ,1887. Before it assembled the 
delegates from each county held separate cau- 
cuses and balloted, each delegate expressing his 
preference among the several candidates. In 
the Van Bares delegation I received thirteen 
votes, Judge Mills three, and another Van Buren 
county candidate one. In the Kalamazoo county 
delegation I received sixteen votes and Judge 
Mills one, the one vote being cast by one of my 
personal enemies who had craftily secured a pfrarBr 
place on the delegation in order to o : pose my 
nomination and who afterwards labored diligently' 
to prevent my election. Vhea the convention, 
met Judge Mills caused his name to be withdrawn 
and on the first ballot I received thirty-three 
votes and Parkhurst of Van Buren county one, the 
one vote being cast by the Kalamazoo county 
delegate before mentioned. „ 

My nomination seemed to give general satis- 
faction throughout the circuit , especially to 
the bar and to the better class of people. In 
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a leading editorial on the subject of the nomi- 
nation to "Telegraph" 3aid: 

"Judge Buck has spent about all his life, ex- 
cepting during his army service t in this county, 
and is widely known in every community of the 
district. His nomination meets with unusual fa- 
vor in this constituency , which argues well for 
a hearty support at the polls and a career on 
the bench that will serve the ends of justice 
among our people. He has been triad in many 
relations affecting the public welfare, to the 
satisfaction of the people he has served, and 
has had an honorable career in the pursuit of 
his profession. He is strong with the people 
as well as among his brother barristers. He 
has the temperament that is necessary to the 
Impartial and unprejudiced consideration of op- 
posing vie. s, and a keen mind for unraveling the 
confusion of legal principles which often be- 
sets the settlement of cases. 

The nomination for circuit judge in a dis- 
trict like that composed of ¥an Buren and Kala- 
mazoo counties is a compliment of high degree, 
for people are more exacting in their demands 
as to the character of the men who administer 
justice in the courts than regarding any other 
station in public life. This honor is fitly 
bestowed on Judge Buck, and the people Will feel 
a sense of satisfaction in ratifying the nomi- 
nation by a great majority." 

And the 3ame paper closed a brief sketch of 
my life v/ith these words: 

"Judge Buck's law practice has extended a 
good deal to adjoining counties , his personal 
acquaintance in. the other county of the dis- 
trict ,Van Buren, being very large through this 
moans. His professional experience has brought 
him into an important class of cases involving 
the fundamental philosophy of the law, forming 
an excellent preparation for the duties of the 
bench." 

And the Battle Greek "Journal" in an edito- 
rial paragraph, after mentioning the fact of my 
nomination, added: ' 

"The high personal character of Judge uck, 



his superior professional attainments and expe- 

fi SS° e »i°f eth ? r With hie haMts of careful and 
thorough inquiry eminently qualify him for a 

position on the bench. His nomination is espe- 
cially gratifying to his acquaintances in our 
county, and will he regarded with marked satis- 
faction by his numerous friends throughout the 
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The Bangor -Reflector" , a Van Buren county pa- 
per,edioed by one of my Grand Army friends.in 
an editorial article of some length giving a 
sketch of my life, used this language concerning 

"In his private life he is an earnest chris- 
tian gentleman and a firm and consistent advo- 
cate of temperance principles. As a public man 
he is most popular where he is best known and 
has always run ahead of his ticket." 

And the Decatur "Republican" another Van Bu- 
ren county newspaper which, like the "True Hor- 
thener" had bitterly o. posed my nomination, fa- 
voring a Van Buren county candidate .had this to 
say of me: 

"He is not only a gentleman whose honor and 
integrity are unquestioned, but he is also an 
able lawyer * * * and at present enjoys a 
lucrative law practice. Mr. Buck served as a 
private soldier in the 20th Michigan Infantry 
during the war, and has an honorable and enviable 
record as a Union soldier." 

The counties composing the JTinth Judicial 
District of Michigan , we re strongly republican. 
But the political history of Michigan shows 
that judicial elections in that State are mp.ny 
times not at all dependent on party politicfc . 
As an illustration, in the spring of 1885, Judge 
Gooley,one of the ablest jurists that Michigan 
ever produced, was defeated by nearly thirty 
thousand votes , although at the pEeceding Novem- 
ber election Blaine had nearly forty thousand 
plurality in the State. And in the judicial 
circuits it has been no uncommon thing for a 
candidate for circuit judge po be elected 
though the nominee of a party greatly in the 
minority. This fact led the enemies I had made 



among the republicans in ray political and of- 
ficial life, to readily persuade the democratic 
party leaders that ray defeat could easily "be 
accomplished. They therefore nominated their 
strongest and ablest candidate , who was endorsed 
by the greenback party, and planned what the 
chairman of the republican committee of Kalama- 
zoo county described as *a good, old- fashioned 
democratic campaign, 8 which was to be charac- 
terized by mud-slinging attacks upon me by ev- 
ery method that enmity and recklessness could 
suggest or falsehood, calumny and slander sup- 
ply. Mien I learned of it I was not only dis- 
gusted, but for a short time I felt disinclined 
to go through another campaign like that of 
1876, and was half disposed to withdraw from the 
contest , doubt ing whether the prize would com- 
pensate me for having to wade through so much 
filth in order to obtain it. But on expressing 
something of that feeling in a letter to Mr. 
Burrows, he at once wired me to stand firm and 
fight the battle through, and a little reflec- 
tion showed me that this was the only admissi- 
ble course to take. 

The campaign was like that of 1876 in the her- 
culean efforts made by the opposition to elect 
their candidate and wasfffaught with as much 
anxiety to me, but was not in all respects as 
unpleasant as the former campaign had been. In 
the first place my opponent was too high-minded 
to sanction any calumnious accusations against 
me personally , and in the next place the demo- 
cratic organ in Kalamazoo , though loyally sup- 
porting the party candidate , was more than half 
friendly to me personally and would not open 
its columns to any malevolent attacks upon me. 
So, while the beginning of the campaign was quite 
disheartening, as it progressed the omens became 
more propitious , although I continued to be in 
dcubt and exceodingly anxious until after the 
election. 

But, as v/as the case when war was waged against 
me as a candidate for Judge of Probate , there 
were interests and elements favoring me which I 
did not take into consideration. Uy activities 



in the congressional campaigns of 1884 and 1886 
and in the senatorial campaign of 1887 had made 
me many influential friends who supported me 
warmly, and both Senator Stockbridge and Mr. 
Burrows were active in inciting their f iends 
to work for me, and together they canvassed the 
city of Kalamazoo in my behalf on the day pre- 
ceding the election. Many of the Grand Army 
boys supported me without regard to party affil- 
iations and the same was true of many who were 
engaged in religious and Sunday School v/ork, es- 
pecially the Methodist ministers throughout the 
district, who quite generally took a part in po- 
litical work for me. All this wa3,of course, 
■without any hint or suggestion from me, as I 
carefully abstained from taking any part in the 
campaign except to confer occassionally with my 
political friends. 

And it so happened that on the day succeeding 
my nomination, I went to Paw Paw in pursuance of 
an engagement made several weeks before ,to de- 
liver two addresses to the county Sunday School 
convention, of which further mention will be 
made hereafter. On the day following the con- 
vention a lady living in the western part of 
Van Buren county wrote me, highly praising both 
my addresses and adding: "Your address last 
evening will be of more benefit to you at the 
coming election than any political speech you 
could have made." Nor was this all. In the 
course of my evening address, without a thought 
of any possible political bearing or effect of 
my words, in speaking of the influence of the 
Bible on social conditions, I expressed briefly 
my views on some phases of the labor question. 
It so chanced that, unknown to me, the leader of 
the political labor organization in Van Buren 
county, a democrat in politics and afterwards 
the candidate of that party for Congress, but 
just then acting with the labor party, was in 
the audience and heard my address. The result 
was that the labor party made no nomination for 
the office of circuit judge and the labor lead- 
er to whom I have referred saw to it that my 
name was placed on a very great majority of the 



labor tickets voted at the election in Van Bu- 
ren county. 

Another thing that favored my candidacy was 
the fact that at the same election the people 
of Michigan voted upon a constitutional amend- 
ment prohibiting the manufacture and sale of 
intoxicating liquors in the State. This brought 
out a large vote, and while my nomination was 
not endorsed by the olitical prohibitionists 
I received a majority of the votes of the mem- 
bers of that party as well as the votes of many 
democrats who favored prohibition. At the 
oils in one of the townships of Kalamazoo 
county, a prominent democrat asked for a slip 
containing my name , saying, W I am going to vote 
for prohibition and I want to follow it up with 
another vote in the s me direction." I may 
have stated earlier in this work the fact that 
the constitutional amendment for prohibition 
was really adopted in Michigan, but was decl jred 
to have been defeated, by means of a fraudulent 
change of votes in Wayne and a few other coun- 
ties of the State. 

On election day, April 4,1887, the weather was 
unfavorable for the republicans , being dark and 
cold and threatening, with a high wind and a 
raging snow storm, amounting almost to a bliz- 
zard, which set in a little after mid-afternoon. 
»-iut in spite of this the republicans carried 
the State by a handsome majority , while I was 
elected by a majority which surprised my most 
sanguine f riends , carrying every one of the 
eighteen townships of Van Buren county and all 
the twenty-one townships and wards in Kalamazoo 
county except two townships and one city ward, my 
majority in Kalamaaoo county being 879 and in 
Van Buren county 2060, a total of 2939. Owing 
to the rancorous and determined efforts of my 
personal and political enemies all through the 
campaign and up to the time of the closing of 
the polls, I lacked a few votes of receiving the 
highest republican majority given in Kalamazoo 
county, but in Van Buren county my majority was 
greater by about one hundred and fifty votes 
than that given for any other candidate on the 
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Of my election the Kalamazoo "Telegraph" said 
on the day following the election: 

"The ninth judicial district rolls up a ma- 
jority for Judge Buck of more than two thou- 
sand. The opposition to him was managed quiet- 
ly but with great shrewdness, and it was impos- 
sible to tell in what quarter it would have its 
effects. Among many candidates it would have 
made large inroads. The large acquaintance of 
the republican candidate , however , and the confi- 
dence felt in the Larger measure of hi3 quali- 
fications and fitness have given him a omarka- 
ble endorsement. The majorities for him show 
many large gains over even the surprising re- 
publican vote of last fall." 

And the Hartford "Day-Spring" contained this 
editorial mention of the fact of my election: 

"This is a very flattering victory for Judge 
Buck considering the amount of shrewd, quiet 
work which was carried on by his o ponents in ex 
order to defeat him, and which would have done 
much toward defeating any other candidate. The 
extensive acquaintance enjoyed by Judge Buck 
throughout the ninth judicial circuit, and his 
eminent qualifications for the high position, 
however, won for bum a grand victory." 

The editor of the South Haven "Sentinel" was 
naturally elated over the result and in his pa- 
per expressed his satisfaction as follows: 

"In our last issue we failed to congratulate 
Major Geo. M. Buck of Kalamazoo on his election 
as Circuit Judge. This paper was the first to 
present him for the position and as a matter of 
course we are pleased at the result.™ 

To which the "Advance" , another newspaper pub- 
lished in the western part of Van Buren county, 
made this reply: 

"Capt. Stewart congratulates himself that he 
first put Judge Buck in nomination. Judge Buck 
shpuld send Ed a cliromo." 

It is needless for me to Bay that this sug- 
gestion was adopted by me. 

I made in the vicinity of twenty formal pub- 
lic addresses in 1867, the more important of 
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these being one at a service in memory of Gen- 
eral Logan held at the First M.E. church in Kal- 
amazoo , Jan. 2, one at the Van Bur en county Sun- 
day School convention at Pair Fav/ in February, 
another on Memorial Day at Decatur and another 
at the dedication of the Grand A my hall in 
Kalamazoo in December. Of the address at Paw 
Paw the local newspaper said that the address 
was "listened to with the most respectful at- 
tention and was full of grand Ideas and was de- 
livered in a most entertaining style. Ho one 
could help being greatly benefited by listening 
to this masterly effort." And this was from a 
newspaper that had been waging a relentless po- 
litical war on me for several weeks preceding 
the above comment. The editor of the only 
newspaper published in Decatur, (another politi- 
cal enem$) did not attend the Memorial Day ex- 
ercises and could therefore conscientiously re- 
fer to my address as an "excellent" one. Of my 
address at the dedication of the Grand Army 
hall the "Telegraph" gave a rather brief and 
altogether incorrect abstract. 

In Grand Army matters I was naturally even 
more active in 1087 than during any preceding 
year, on account of my appreciation of the 
splendid support given me by the comrades at 
the polls. A communication published in the 
"National Tribune" in October ,1887 , attributed 
the prosperity of Orcutt Post in part to the 
"very capable and efficient commander." The 
Roman's Relief Corps , auxiliary to the Post was 
instituted by me May 3,1887 ,a fact which I have 
many times since heard mentioned publicly and 
with very flattering references to myself. The 
Soldiers 1 and Sailors 1 Association held a very 
successful encampment at Three Kivers at which 
I, as usual, performed the duties of a member of 
the executive committee and also those of the 
commander of Orcutt Post, the Fost,by its fine 
discipline securing the post of honor and also 
three of the chief prizes. At the encampment I 
wa3 again a pointed one of the executive com- 
mittee and in December was re-elected commander 
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of the Post. 

I did not allow my manifold labors in other 
directions to interfere in any way with the 
performance of what I conceived to "be my duties 
as a member of the Board of Education. The 
last year of my official relation to the public 
schools began in July 1887, but I always made it 
a rule to be more diligent and careful in the 
performance of the duties of any office when my 
official term was nearlng its close than at any 
other time during my incumbency of the office. 

On May 2S,1887,a reception to the members of 
the Board of Education and the teachers in the 
public schools was given at oup home, of which 
the Kalamazoo "Gazette" had this to say in its 
issue of the following day: 

"Judge Geo. Buck gave a reception to the 
members of the school board , the superintendent 
and teachers of the public schools at his resi- 
dence, 302 'Vest Vine St. last evening. The re- 
ception was a brilliant affair, about seventy 
ladies and gentlemen being present. 'legant 
ref residents were served and the company enjoy- 
ed themselves in a pleasant manner , thanks to 
the efforts of the agreeable host and host ess. n 

In church and Sunday School work I had fully 
as much or mere to do in 1887 than in any pre- 
ceding year. "During the year I attended sever- 
al meetings of the 7 :hcedutive Committee of the 
State lunday School Association and by virtue 
of my election as a delegate by the State Con- 
vention in 1886,1 at tended, with Gertrude, the 
International Sunday School Convent ion, held in 
Chicago from Llay 31 to June 3-1887. As before 
stated, these conventions were(and are still, I 
think) triennial gatherings and this one was an 
immense assemblage of prominent hunday School 
workers from all parts of the world, th meet- 
ings being held in an auditorium capable of 
seating more than four thousand people and the 
daily program consisting largely of addresses 
by eminent speakers from different localities 
in the United States and Canada, (with a few 
from other parts of the world) of whom I best 
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remember Rev. Dr. Wharton of Alabama and Gener- 
al Clinton B. Pi ske, alt hough there were .doubt- 
less, many other speakers of equal eminence. One 
feature of the convention which is indelibly 
impressed on my memory, was the singing of M A- 
merica" by thousands of voices, led by E.O. Ex- 
cell, after the words had been read from the 
platform by their distinguished author .Rev. 
Samuel F. Smith, ^hile in Chicago Gertrude and 
I had the pleasure of attending a reception 
given at the Grand Pacific hotel to Hon. John 
Sherman of Ohio, for a number of ye irs a Repre- 
sentative and for many more a Senator from that 
St ate, a member of the cabinet of more than one 
President and a candidate before a number of 
republican national conventions for the nomina- 
tion for the Presidency. 

During the year 1887 I made several religious 
addresses in different churches in Kalamazoo 
and elsewhere , and in October was again elected 
President of the Kalamazoo County Sunday School 
Association. The annual meeting of the State 
Sunday School Association was held at Kalamazoo 
in December ,188 7, and as a member of the state 
Executive Committee and chairman of the local 
committee the greater part of making prepara- 
tions for the meeting fell upon me, including 
the making of the program and securing the 
speakers. The convention was the largest and 
most interesting of any that had been held up 
to that time in the history of the State organ- 
ization. I was re-elected a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Financially the year 1887 was a much less 
prosperous one than the preceding year. Itiy go- 
ing out of the practice of my profession almost 
wholly , sensibly diminished my receipts for pro- 
fessional work, being almost four hundred dol- 
lars less than in 188G, while my receipts from 
other sources fell off to the extent of about 
six hundred dollars, and to my ordinary expen- 
ses was added the sum of almost one thousand 
dollars for political expenses, so t :at my ex- 
penses for the year exceeded my income by more 



than fifteen hundred dollars. Naturally the 
value of my possessions in excess of my' indebt- 
edness had diminished at the close of the year 
by more than eleven hundred dollars ,my apprais- 
al of my property totaling nearly sixteen thou- 
sand do liars, while my indebtedness amounted to 
tnirty-four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
But among the assets were included our home at 
a valuation of four thousand five hundred dol- 
lars, but which was later sold for three thou- 
sand do liars, and my stock in the Phelps & Bige- 
low Windmill Company which -./as rated at twenty- 
seven hundred and fifty dollars and for whioh I 
recently received fifty dollars, also my stock 
in the Island Park Association for which I had 
paid one hund ed dollars and for which I never 
received one cent. So that my assets above li- 
abilities , instead of being 712,517.45 as reck- 
oned, should have been put down at $8,217.45, 
provided my bank stock was then worth the amount 
a$ which it was appraised , which is question- 
able. 

On the last day of December ,1887 , I gave up my 
office at what was then No. 21G W.Maim Street 
in Kalamazoo , and removed my law library and 
other office belongings to my room in the Court 
House, which I v.as to occupy for the succeeding 
twelve years. 
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Judicial Duties and Labors. 

'.hen this history was projected it was my de- 
liberate intention to bring it to a close with 
the account of my election to the benc& of the 
Circuit Court, if I should live to carry it thus 
far, which I then thought to be very improbable. 
It seemed to me that as the few for whom this 
story is intended were of sufficient age in 1887 
and thereafter to note and remember all the im- 
portant events in my life after the year named, 
it would be quite unnecessary for me to recount 
them. 

But I have changed this decision, reasoning 
that if this narrative can have any interest 
whatever to those who read it, it will be not so 
much on account of the events it relates as be- 
cause it presents these events from my point of 
View as they occurred. I have therefore con- 
cluded to proceed with the story as long as my 
life, health, strength and time will permit, not, 
however, to carry it beyond the close of my ac- 
tive life in 1911. 

As stated in the concluding part of the pre- 
ceding chapter, I removed my books and office 
furniture from my office on 'west Main street to 
the Court House on the last day of the year 
1887. The first day of January, 1888, falling on 
Sunday .the day following— Monday — was s ent in 
arranging my books and furniture in the room as- 
signed to me in the Court House. By changes 
that have been made since I left the bench, two 
rooms are now allotted to the Circuit Judge, but 
I had but one. This one r om was on the second 
floor of the building and was in the South East 
corner, so that it was lighted from the south and 
east and was a well lighted room, very comforta- 
ble in every way, making my surroundings in the 

lace where I spent the major part of my time 
during the next twelve years as pleasant and 
cheerful as one could wish. 

I do not remember and have no record showing 
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when I took the oath of office as Circuit Judged 
though I proBume that it was on one of the l ir-.ir^ 
d-ys of December. But I think tliat I did no ; 0 fu 
ficial work of any nature until the time came 
for opening the January tern of the Van Buren 
county circuit court ,w-ich had been appointed 
for January 9, on xrhich day I wont to Paw Paw at 
noon and "by my direction court was opened by 
preolamation of the sheriff at about half past 
one o'clock in the afternoon. 

In assuming the duties of the office tc which 
I had been elected,! was not troubled by any 
fears or doubts of want of ability on ray part to 
perform the duties of the office in a manner 
which would be creditable to rayself and satis- 
factory to the bar and to nQr friends. It is 
true that I had had little experience which 
could be of value to me as bearing on this ques- 
tion. I had presided at the trial of a few cas- 
es, but while that is the most onerous work that 
a judge ha3 to do it is by no means a sufficient 
test of his ability to perform the many and of- 
tentimes complicated duties of his office. And 
I well knew that a man's legal ability is by no 
means a guaranty that W$ will be a good judge. 
In more than one instance I had known a very a- 
ble lawyer to make a very indifferent Judge, while 
I had known some lawyers who were not noted for 
their ability but who were most excellent judges. 
So I confess that it was with a feeling akin to 
apprehension that I approached the decisive test," 
— the actual performance of the duties of the 
office — and that it was with a sensation ap*. 
preaching trepidation that I directed the sher- 
iff of Van Buren county to open court. The im- 
pression made upon those who were present at the 
tiie was indicated in an editorial item which 
appeared in the columns of the Paw Paw "True 
Northener"(a bitter opponent of my nomination 
for the office) a few days after the event just 
chronicled: 

M Our new circuit judge donned the judicial er- 
mine (figuratively speaking) , took his place en 
the judicial wool sack (figur at ive again) ,and pro- 
ceeded to business (literal this time) as though 



•to the manor bom,' and with as much d >libera- 
tion and dignity as if he had always been clr- 
omt judge. If he shall succeed in drawing his 
salary (and we think he will) as coclly and in 
as dignified a manner as he presides over the 
court, he will prove himself a jewel of a judge." 

And more than a month later, and seen after the 
beginning of the February term of the court at 
Kalamazoo, the "Telegraph" had this to soy in rejk 
gard to the manner in which I was conducting the 
business of the office of circuit judge: 

"This is Judge Buck's first week of holding 
court for the trial of causes here and he has 
made a most favorable impression and won golden 
opinions from the members of the bar, the jury 
and those having business in the court." 

And during the following April term of the 
court at Paw Paw, the Bangor "Reflector" made the 
following comment on the same subject: 

"Judge Buck is winning very favorable comment 
for his courteous but impartial and dignified 
demeanor on the bench, and we hope he may con- 
tinue to grow in popularity with all except the 
evil doers." 

But of greater significance than any of the 
testimonials just quoted was the following, ex- 
tracted from a sketch of my life, printed in a 
legal magazine published in Kalamazoo in 1895, 
and after I had been on the bench nearly eight 
years: 

"Judge Buck has always followed the plan of 
giving close, careful and exhaustive study to ev- 
ery legal question arising in the psactice of 
his profession, or calling for solution a.% his 
hands while on the bench. * • # « 

"He early attracted attention at the bar by 
his careful study and thorough mastery of legal 
questions. As a practitioner at the bar his 
management of cases always evinced the thorough- 
ness of liis preparation and his aptness in 
grasping and successfully handling 1 gal points 
as they arose in the trial of cases. In argu- 
ments before the court or jury his frank and 
logical way of presenting his case won for him 
the respect and confidence of those whom he ad- 
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"During the last ten years of Mb practice 
Judge Buck had a large and rapidly increasing 
"business. $2 was a v«ry successful lawyer and 
obtained a reputation for ability "both as coun- 
selor and practitioner .which he Justly deserved. 
He was engaged in the trial of a very lar,--e num- 
ber of cases in the Circuit Courts of Kalamazoo 
and adjoining counties, and in the argument of a 
large number of cases in the supreme Court nf 
this State. 

"Judge Buck possesses the judicial temperament 
to a marked degree. As a judge he realizes the 
importance of the position he ho Ids, and no mat- 
ter what station in life the litigating parties 
may fill, even- handed justice is meted out to all 
alike. He is thcrouglily impartial and has the 
happy faculty of making the unsuccessful liti- 
gant f ol that he has had a fair hearing. 

"He has become so familiar with the decisions 
of tin courts of last resort that when a legal 
point arises in the course of a trial, in making 
his ruling he often refers to some case, giving ±! 
the number aid page of the report, and will state 
in detail what questions were involved and the 
facts on which the decision is based. 

"His charges to the jury and his written opin- 
ions are models of clear statement of the law 
and are stated in plain but terse language. 

"He is a very punctual man, a shining virtue, 
particularly in a judge. It is Bald that he has 
never, except in case of sickness, entered the 
court room a fraction of a minute late during 
his entire term. 

"HQ is always courteous and gentlemanly under 
the meat trying circumstances. He never gets 
out of patience, and has a wonderful power of 
self-control. He has that rare combination of 
affability and austerity that is so essential to 
a judicial position, and yet so seldom possessed 
by incumbents of the bench. 

"It is the invariable comment of attorneys 
from other parts of the State who have occasion 
to practice in his Circuit .that it is a pleasure 
to try cases before Judge Luck. 



"In .private life Judge Buck is a kindly, cour- 
teous Gentleman,al,/ays disposed to be charitable 
uo the faults of others. lie is a ready talker 
and entertaining conversationalist. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that he is a pleasing ex- 
temporaneous speaker, ho is also a man of great 
force of character. The better on© becomes ac- 
quainted with him the more fully they appreciate 
his true worth. He is genial .and companionable 
with all, but never forgets to be a gentleman. 

"This review of the life and public career of 
Judge Buck is based on the statements of those 
who know him best,v.-ho have Y/atched his career 
with interest and pride. What they say of him 
is corroborated by the members of th6 bar of his 
Circuit and by those who as litigants, witnesses 
or jurors have had business before his court. 
The good opinioji of his friends is shared by the 
general public. As student , soldier .lawyer and 
judge, he has made a record for himself to which 
he and his friends may point with pardonable 
pride." 

It ouijht not to be necessary for me to state 
tl^at the article froin which the foregoing ex- 
tracts are taken was prepared from material fur- 
nished by two members of the bar without con- 
sulting me, and that I knew nothing of it and had 
no intimation that anything of the kind was pro- 
posed until it appeared in the journal in which 
it was published. Even the portrait which ac- 
companied the article was made from a photograph 
procured by a mamber of the bar without any sug- 
g stion to me of the purpose for which it was to 
be usod. 

Indeed I found that the work of the judge of 
the circuit court , though arduous in the highest 
degree, was very easy for me so far as any legal 
difficulties or entanglements were concerned. 
The hours. days, weeks and months which I had de- 
voted to the sjjudy of the lav; as a science, both 
before and after .y admission to the bar, and the 
careful si-udy I had made of the questions involve- 
in my cases while at the bar had given me such a 
knowledge of legal principles and methods that 
whenever there was presented to my mind any one 



of the almost innumerable questions which arise 
iri the -rial or hearing of cases at law or in 
chancery, I seemed .almost intuitively to grasp 
the situation and the solution of the question. 

It was never my practice when entering upon a 
new and important undertaking, like teaching, 
practicing law, or assuming the duties of an of- 
fice, to make any promises or statements to my- 
self or to others in regard to what I should do 
or intended or hoped to do. I invariably left 
all such matters to he determined as circumatane 
ces or necessity might dictate. And so at the 
beginning of my administration as circuit judge 
I did not— like many judges— contemplate any 
changes in the methods which had "been employed 
in the court over which I was to preside. There 
was one fact which was to me both an advantage 
and a disadvantage— I had an able and efficient 
predecessor. This was an advantage in that it 
did not require me to inaugurate any sweeping 
reforms, it was a disadvantage because it was li- 
able to provoke criticism of rae and the drawing 
of comparisons between my predecessor and myself 
to my detriment. Happily the results of this 
disadvantage proved to be so slight as to be 
negligible. 

I did make one rather radical change in court 
procedure before the end of the first year of my 
term of office and that was in the hours of 
holding court. Then I came to the bar it was 
customary, in all the counties of the circuit, to 
open court at eight or half past eight o« clock 
in the morning, continue until no on, then have a 
recess of an hour and then continue until six 
o'cl.ock,P.M.mtUen another recess until seven or 
halif past seven in the evening and then continue 
until a late hour at night* It would take quite 
too much time and space to show how injurious 
this method was to the interests of suitors and 
to the proper administration of justice. l$r imr 
mediate predecessor had curtailed these hours 
somewhat, but when I took the bench quite too 
many hours of each day were, in my judgment, de- 
voted to the actual sitting of the court ,especin 
ally in Van Bur en county, which was an almost 



purely agricultural county and the jurors most- 
ly farmers who were in the habit of beginning 
work at from five to seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing and *<vorking until after dark. Because of 
this it had been thought best, in deference to 
the habits and id as of the jurors, to have the 
sessions of court be-in at an early hour in the 
forenoon and continue until a late hour in the 
afternoon. 

But I ordered ,W7 in each of the counties of 
the circuit ,that there should be but two ses- 
sions of the court each day, one beginning at 
nine o'clock in the forenoon and continuing un- 
til noon | the other beginning at tv/o o'clock in 
the afternoon and lasting until five o'clock in 
the afternoon, and that the evening session 
should be abolished altogether. This change gave 
the lawyers time during the recesses of the 
court to talk with witnesses and attend to many 
other things that can be done only after the 
trial of a case has begun and which greatly ex- 
pedite the trial prevented the jurors and others 
engaged in the trial from becoming too greatly 
wearied and kept them more fresh and alert and 
in many ways saved more time than was lost by 
the shorter sessions. 

With this change I d manded absolute prompt- 
ness on the part of every one connected with the 
business of the court — whether off icers , attor- 
neys, jurors or witnesses, and made it plain that 
no excuses for tardiness would be accepted un- 
less such delinquency was caused by circumstan- 
ces wholly beyond the control of the person in 
fault . 

Another reform which had foeen inaugurated by 
Judge Mills to 30me extent and which was made 
still more rigorous by me was the doing away 
with the argument of questions concerning the 
admissibility of evidence. It had been the rule 
to allow counsel to argue at length every ques- 
tion of that nature however unimportant the of- 
fered testimony might be, and quantities of valu- 
able time were wasted in this way. I have often 
told a story illustrating the viciousness of 
this practice, which, I think,will bear repeating 
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here. It ;as in 1865,durinc the first term of 
the Kalamazoo county circuit court that I ever 
attended >that a case was on trial involving the 
working of a fanning mill worth probably from 
ten to twelve dollars. A witness on the stand 
was asked the question, "Yttiat did he do next?" 
This was objected to as incompetent. After 
counsel h;id stated that he expected to prove a 
certain fact by the witness the question of the 
adrais ibility of this testimony /as argued by 
counsel for nearly two hours and then Judge 
Graves, the then circuit judge and one of the 
ablest jurists that Michigan ever produced, took \ 
time to consider the question and examine au- 
thorities , and in this way ahout half an hour 
more was consumed. At the end of his delibera- 
tions Judge Graves announced his decision of the 
question in a somewhat lengthy oral opinion, 
quoting from Lord Oottenham and other authorities 
and in conclusion ruled that the question should 
be answered. It was thereupon repeated. "Well, 
what ffiied he do next?" "He didn't, do nothing "was 
the unexpected reply. 

vThen holding court at Pa Pa-: it was my custom 
to board at the Dyckman House, the only decent 
hotel in the village and a really good one. The 
proprietor was one Matt. Longwell,a Grand Army 
comrade, who always treated me right well althou^i 
he was not exceptionally friendly to me as our 
views on the liquor question were far from being 
harmonious. I had always a good room and the 
food was always unusually good for an ordinary 
hotel. Mrs. Longwell,the landlady, a very pleas- 
ant .refined lady, had charge of the matter of 
caring for the rooms of the hotel and saw to it 
that everything pertaining to them was kept in 
perfect order. Longwell died several years ago, 
but Mrs. Longwell lived until March or April, 
1916. 

The first term of court which I held in Van 
Bur en county passed without any notable incident 
but at the first term in Kalamazoo county two 
unusual events took place wliAch are noted on 
pages 27 and 28 of volume 2 of "Personal Men- 
tion." One was a case in which I had to pass a 
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severe sentence upon a young man convicted of a 
brutal crime, the other the presentation to me by 
the jiury of an address signed by all the jurors 
which follows: 

"To the Hon. Geo .M. Buck, Judge of Judicial Cir- 
cuit Court. 

We the undersigned members of the jury drawn 
and having served during the present term of 
court, desire hereby to expreas to you their in- 
dication of sincere respect for your courteous 
treatment of them, the bar and the sr.itors having 
business before the circuit court and feel as- 
sured that under your administration the laws of 
our State and the rights of parties will be 
care fully, justly and impartially dealt out with- 
out fear or favor." 

3)uring the time that I was on the bench I made 
rather frequent exchanges with the judges of ad- 
joining circuits , sometimes for their accommoda- 
tion, comet imes for my own. It often happens 
that a case is pending in court which the judge 
of that circuit cannot or does not wish to hear, 
oither because he is disqualified by reason of 
his relationship to one or more of the parties, 
or for some other reason. So it came about that 
in March ,1888, 1 exchanged with Judge Hooker and 
presided in the Calhoun Circuit Court at a mur- 
der trial in which the respondent was acqditted 
and which is referred to on page 28 of volume 2 
of "Personal Mention." I will state here, for 
convenience ,tliat it was not my lot to preside at 
many trials for murder while I was on the bench. 
Indeed I remember but three— the one just refer- 
red to, one in the Van Buren circuit court of a 
girl accused of infanticide who was acquitted, 
and another in the Van Bur an circuit court of a 
man who was convicted of murder in the first dor 
L ;ree and sentenced by me to imprisonment for 
life. 

The matter of exchanges, while not agreeable in 
some respecte was in others very pleasant and I 
rather enjoyed going into other counties of the 
State, extending my acquaintance \7ith the members 
of the bar and with the people and performing 
the duties of my office in new or comparatively 
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new surroundings. And as I never allowed the 
work in «gr circuit to fall behind or accumulate, 
I had more time at my disposal than many of the 
judges in my part of the state and was therefore 
able to assist other judges in the disposal of 
the business of their courts. And this was es- 
pecially the case in the Allegan and Berrien 
circuits. The judge of tho Allegan circuit was 
seriously ill for a year or more preceding his 
death and during all that time depended on me in 
a large measure to hear his cases. In the r.er- 
rien circuit there was always a glut of business 
so that it was almost as usual for me to 20 to 
Berrien county tc hold court as it was to uo Van 
Bur en county for the same purpose. And during 
the time that I was on the bench it was my for- 
tune to hold court one or uore times in each of 
the counties of Calhoun ,Eat on ,Barry ,Branch,St . 
Joseph f Berrien,Cass f Allcgan,and,I t h i nk , 0 1 1 av/a , 
although my recollection as to the latter county, 
in not very positive. 

I performed a considerable amount of legal 
work during the year 1888 ,but only two of the 
cases in which I was employed were of sufficient 
importance to be worthy of mention. In 1887 I 
was retained by the proponents in a very import- 
ant will case in Kalamazoo county which was 
transferred to the Calhoun county circuit court 
and came on for trial in June, 1888. I was not 
the attorney in the case but was the only lawyer 
employed by the proponents to aosist their attor- 
wMch I did during the two or three days that 
the case was being tried, when it was settled by 
the parties and the trial discontinued. 

Later in the year I was employed by a citizen 
of Kalamazoo who had been indicted in the United 
States court and convicted of tampering with the 
mails. According to the confidential statement 
to dm by the Federal Judge, the defendant had 
been weakly defended and, to the surprise of the 
judge, convicted, the judge adding, "If you had de- 
fended him he never would have been convicted." 
As there was no ground on which a new trial 
could be asked, ny only resource was to move in 
arrest of judgment on a claim that the indict- 



merit was insufficient. This motion was argued 
at length but the judge, with some hesitation, de- 
nied the motion and the defendant was punished 
by having to pay a small fine. 

After being elected to an important judicial 
office I did not consider it wise or proper to 
actively engage in politics and during all the 
time that I was circuit judge I steadfastly re- 
fused to make political speeches or to act" as a 
delegate to political convent ions, with the single 
exception that in 1896 I consented to act as 
proxy for one of the delegates from Kalamazoo 
county to the republican let ate convention held 
at Detroit in May of that year, for the purpose 
of electing delegates to the national conven- 
tion* As chairman of the district committee I 
joined in the call for the district convention 
held in Kalamazoo May 7 ( 18 r :8,but took no part in 
the proceedings of the convention after calling 
it to order. 

I delivered a number of addresses in 1888 — a- 
bout twenty, I think — the principal ones being 
one delivered on Memorial Day at South Haven, one 
at the encampment at Allegan in August, one at a 
service in memory of Bev. Isaac Taylorjat the 
First M.S. church, Kalamazoo ,in October, one at a 
banquet on the occasion of the re-union of the 
Second Michigan Infantry at Kalamazoo in Octo- 
ber, one on "The Origin ©f thanksgiving Day'j tt at 
a service held in the First M. E. church, Kalama- 
zoo in November ,one at the ceremonies attending 
the muster- in of Gen. Shakespeare at the Armory 
in Kalamazoo in Jfovember and one at the Congre- 
gational church in Kalamazoo in December. The 
substance of my address at the Second Michigan 
banquet appears on pages 21 and 22 of volume 1 
of my "Writings" although it has no proper place 
there as the talk was wholly extemporaneous and 
was written out afterwards (as well, as it could 
be remembered^by request, so that it might appear 
with the other proceedings at the re- union and Jd 
b anquet . 

I cannot remember that I wrote anything for 
publication during the year 1688 except a commu- 
nication to the "Telegraph" oonoej ning an unfor- 



tunate accidnt at the encarnoment at Allegan. 

%y interest in matters apart from my vocation 
did not diminish in any Way in consequence of my 
elevation to the bench. In the caus^ of educa- 
tion I was regular and prompt in calling and at- 
tending no ;tings of my committee of the Board of. 
Education and in my attendance on meetings of 
the Board and was active in visiting the public 
schools until the expiration of ray term of of- 
fice an a member of the Board, July 9. And my 
visits to the schools continued for some vears 
after that date. I also did my full share of 
the work as one of the Board of Managers of the 
Island Park Association and at the annual assem- 
bly in 1888 was again elected a me mber of the 
Board and Vice-President of the Association. In 
my work for the Union soldiers I filled the of- 
fice of Commander of Orcutt Post ,G .A. R. , during 
the entire year and as chairman of the Executive 
Committee I made the arrangements for the Annual 
Reunion and Encampment of the Southwestern Asso- 
ciation at Allegan in August and was chosen 
President of the organization. I was still ac- 
tive in church work and as an official of the 
Kalamazoo county Sunday School Association I 
visited different parts of the county , at tending 
and addressing township associations and locking 
after the organization and maintenance of the 
work. 

Financially the year 1888 was a very good year 
for me. my receipts for legal services (performed 
in that year or in former years) amounted to on- 
ly a little more than five .hundred dollars ,but 
my salary more than made up for the deficiency, 
and other receipts brought my income up to over 
$3845 , while my total expenses were )2565. The 
invent ory of ray property at the close of 1388 
did not differ greatly from that taken at the 
closo of 1887. 

.After the experience of one year on the bench 
of the circuit court, my life began to run in a 
smooth and even channel, so that during eight e n 
hundred and eighty-nine and a few succe ding 
ymrs my experiences contained little that was 
unusual or important. The chariot who: Is of 
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tested although, the defence was without merit. 
On the first trial the Yerdict was for a number 
of thousands of dollars ,the amount not "being now 
remembered. The judgment was reversed by the 
Supreme Court , ostensibly on the ground that in 
my instructions to the jury I had allowed too 
liberal a basis for the awarding of damages ,the 
statute under which the damages sought in the 
case were allowed being a new one and some of 
its provisions not being easy of interpretation 
and application. I believed then and do now 
that I was right and the Supreme Court wrong, and 
that the real reason for the decision of that 
court was prejudice in favor of the corporation. 
On the second trial I modified the instructions 
somewhat and the verdict was for a greater sum 
than was given on the first trial and the judg- 
ment was again reversed on the same alleged 
grounds as before. 13y this time the case had 
become pretty well known in the community and 
much indignation was felt against both the rail- 
way company and the supreme court on account of 
what was regarded as an indefensible attempt to 
thwart the doing of justice. On the third- trial 
I eliminated from the instructions the elements 
objected to by the supreme court but took care 
to introduce others that would permit the jury 
to allow any reasonable sum they might see fit 
to award. The verdict was for nearly double the 
amount given on the first trial and as there was 
no ground on which it could be disturbed, the 
railway company had to pay it. 

During the whole of 1889 I had reason to feel 
sure that if there was ever a period of proba- 
tion on the bench for me it had ended long be- 
fore the close of the first year and that I was 
regarded by both the bar and the people as being 
in every way a successful administrator of jus- 
tice. In May the «Telegraph»made this state- 

216 "There is an air of strict impartiality about 
Judge Buck's efforts that carry a sense of the 
moot accurate justice with them, and while the 
prominent traits of his christian character nat- 
urally lead hla to be charitable towards all.tne 



true ends of justice and tlie interests of the 
people are never neglected in Ms hands. He is 
certainly a model judge. 8 

/aid near the close of the year one of the is- 
sues of the South Haven "Sentinel" contained the 
following: 

"The readers of this paper of a few years ago 
will remember how prominent it was in "bringing 
Hon. Geo. M. Buck, of Kalamazoo to the front as a 
candidate for circuit judge and how earnestly it 
labored for his election, we are pleased to 
know that today he is one of the most honored, 
conscientious. humane and just judges in the en- 
tire Northwest ,in fact one of that class of Re- 
publicans ./horn a voter can have a pride in hon- 
oring and supporting. Such people should be up- 
held just as strongly as the unreliable person, 
the liar and the _olitical trickster should "be 
politically condemned. Give us such men as 
Judge Buck for all off ices. ■ 

I did very little legal v;or£ as a practitioner 
at the bar in 1889 and what I did was in cases 
and matters of no importance. Arid I cannot now 
recall that I took any part in politics in that 
year. 

I delivered a large number of addresses in 
1889, one of the earliest being to a very large 
audience at Dowagiac on the 13th of February, the 
occasion being the annual meeting of the Cass 
Qounty Sunday School Association. Of this ad<lre 
dress the "National Democrat ,« published at 
Cassopolis,s:i.id: 

"The address delivered on the last evening of 
the convention by Hon. Geo.M.Buck,of Kalamazoo, 
subject, 'The man of tomorrow in the Sunday 
School of Today, 1 was a masterly production, 
teeming with rich gems of thought." 

On the 15th of February ,1339,1 delivered the 
address on the occasion of the annual Sunday 
School Convention of Van Bur en county and on the 
6th of March I addressed a meeting of the Sunday 
School workers of Kalamazoo. my address and its 
theme being made the subject of a brief notice 
in the "Telegraph" and preserved on page 34 of 
volume 2 of "Personal Mention." March 25,1389, 



I gave an address to the teachers of Kalamazoo 
county, both city and country, on "The Selection 
of Words," which seemed to he greatly appreciat- 
ed "by those who heard it. A number of years 
later, one of the teachers who was present at 
this address spoke of it to me in terms of high 
commendation, mentioning especially a humorous 
story that I told illustrating one of the points 
of the address. On my asking him if that was 
all that he remembered of what I said, he pro- 
ceeded to rehearse so much of the talk that it 
left no doubt of his remembering well the main 
features of my address. 

At the centennial anniversary of the inaugura- 
tion of Washington I was one of several speakers 
at a meeting held in the First Iff .E. church" of 
Kalamazoo, and which was largely attended. Of my 
talk the "Telegraph" said: 

"Hon. Geo .11 .Buck gave a masterly address in 
discussion of »The constitution under which 
Washington was inaugurated, 1 sketching the cir- 
cumstances under which it was written, the abili- 
ty displayed in its construction and the bles- 
sings conferred by it on the American people." 

May 30,1889,1 delivered the Memorial Day ad- 
dress at Kalamazoo | having beea tentatively en- 
gaged to do so about two years before by the 
boys of the Grand Armjjand their choice being 
ratified by the citizens* committee appointed to 
make arrangements for the observance of the day.' 
The circumstances under which I delivered the 
address were especially unfortunate. Great 
preparations had been made for the occasion but 
in the evening of May 29,a furious snow storm 
set in, followed on the 30th by a cold rain which 
literally poured all day, making the projected 
parade impossible and compelling the holding of 
the exercises under cover, the room selected be- 
ing the old Union Hall at the corner of Main and 
Portage streets. 

Up to about the hour of the assembling of the 
people it was my intention to deliver an unwrit- 
ten and largely extemporaneous address, following 
the plan of the oration delivered at South Haven 
the year before. But unfortunately I had writ- 



ten out lay South Haven speech in order to pre- 
serve it , and, 3 till more unfortunately , I was tak- 
en quite ill a day or two "before Memorial Day 
and was in "bed ill all the forenoon of the 30th 
and was apprehensive that in my enfeebled condi- 
tion I might not be able to endure the stress 
and strain of making an extemporaneous address 
of that length and importance without breaking 
down and making a virtual failure of my part of 
the program. I therefore weakly concluded to 
read the address and did so, in this v/ay making 
in my own city one of the poorest Memorial I>w 
addresses that I ever delivered. It as a 
grievous mistake on my part and I have always 
deeply regretted it. I afterwards delivered 
substantially the same address on a number of 
occasions , but v/as never again so foolish as to 
read any part of it and was thus able not only 
to make it much more imprensive but to change 
both kftbk the thought and the language accord- 
ing to the inspiration of the moment. 

And the relation of the circumstances attend- 
ing my delivery of the Memorial Day address at 
Kalamazoo in 1839, leads me to mention a rather 
singular fact which I record without comment. 
Early in the year 1809, at the Department Encamp- 
ment of the G.A.E.,the Post Commander at Union 
City, Michigan ,said to me that the comrades of 
the Post there would like to have me deliver the 
oration at that place on the coming Memorial 
Day, to which I replied that as I had promised 
the Kalamazoo boys to deliver the address in my 
home city I could not very well accept his invi- 
tation. "Next year, then," said the Union City 
gentleman. "I am sorry^I replied, "but the Pul- 
ton boys spoke first for next year and I prom- 
ised to speak: there." "The next year.then" v/as 
suggested. "Am engaged for Dowagiac that year," 
was my reply. t "Then the year after that." "I 
have promised to go to Par.' Paw that year." "TThat 
about 1893?" was asked. "All right answer- 
ed, "you are the first one who- has spoken for me 
on that date and you may count on me if I live."' 
This program was carried out, but my addrecB at I 
Union City in 1893 precipitated the nervous 
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break-dorm which followed immediately and from 
which I never recovered. compelling me tc decline 
many invitations to deliver, the Memorial Day ad- 
drees in later years and to cancel some engage- 
ments that I had made "before 1893. 

I also delivered the address at the annual 
re-union of the Berrien county "battalion of 
soldiers and sailors at Benton Harbor on the 
18th of July, 1889. The local newspr.per describ- 
ed this address as "an able and eloquent tribute 
to the soldier," and gave an alleged abstract of. 
it,although I have always flattered myself that 
my address was something more than a "tribute to 
the soldier," and muc|i better in every way than 
the pretended abstract would indicate. And the 
correspondent of the Detrdit "Tribune* in an ac- 
count of the meeting said, "The usual exercises 
were held and an eloquent address was delivered 
by Judge Buck of Kalamazoo." 

The annual re-union of the Twentieth Michigan 
Infantry was held at Battle Creek in October. 
The oration was by Rev. Chester D. Berry, a pri- 
vate soldier of the regiment and I was on the 
impromptu program of the banquet to respond to a 
toast of which the "Journal" said: 

"The old 20th, always in front on the advance 
and in the rear on retreat*, was responded to in 
stirring words by Judge Geo. Iff. Buck of Kalamazoo, 
than whom the regiment could have no better ora- 
tor to tell its deeds of bravery, and the trials 
and hardships of this regiment. Mr. Buck is 
.veil known throughout this section as a finished 
orator and his effort of last evening was one of 
his best , though suffering from a severe cold 
which made it difficult for him to talk." 

I wrote nothing for publication in 1889, the 
two opinions appearing in my "Writings" under 
that .late not being written for publication but 
in the usual course of my official work. 

In business affairs my labors were substan- 
tially the same in 1889 as in 1858. Early in 
the year I was re-elected one of the directors 
and Vice-President of the Windmill company and 
one of the directors of the Citizens 1 fire In- 
surance company. 



In educational matters I continued to "be as 
active as in preceding years. There was no dim- 
inution in the frequency of my visits to the 
public schools of Kalamazoo, and in the other 
cities and towns of Michigan which I visited in 
the course of the year, I almost invariably vis- 
ited the public schools and any other institu- 
tions of learning which might he there located, 
at some during my stay in the place. 

At the "beginning of the year 1089 I retired 
from the office of Post Commanderfoi Orcutt Post, 
G.A.R. , Ir ving — as "before stated — declined a re- 
election to that office. In its account of the 
installation of my successor ,the Kalamazoo "Her- 
ald" said: 

"The retirement of so abl3 a commander as 
Judge George M. Back marks an epoch in the his- 
tory of the local organization, for Judge Buck's 
administration has been an unusually successful 
one." 

At the Department Encampment I /as appointed 
one of a committee on legislation, and on the 4th 
of April, 1 89, the committee met at Lansing, a 
joint meeting of the military committees of the 
two Houses of the legislature having "been ap- 
pointed for that day for the purpose of hearing 
our committee. There were two or three hills 
then pending in the legislature in which the 
members of the G.A.R. were interested ,the most 
Important being a hill which had "been introduced 
in both houses of the legislature early in the 
session and referred to the military committee 
of each house , providing for the creation of a 
fund for the relief of needy soldiers and sail- 
ors of the Civil war at their homes. This bill 
was a most meritorious one, hut as It provided 
for additional taxation the members of the com- 
mittees feared to recommend its pas sage. and at 
the time of the visit of our committee tc Lan- 
sing the bill had he en discussed in committee 
from time to time with no result and with no 
prospect that it would he reported to either 
house of the legislature. 

Gen. Duffle Id of Detroit was the chairman of 
our committee , --which consisted of three memr 



lo era — and he was naturally expected to act as 
the spokesman of the comnittee. So when the 
hour for the hearing arrived and the tv/o commit- 
tees of the legislature had assembled in joint 
session, Gen. Duf field proceeded to state the ob- 
ject of .our visit and to speak in favor of the 
bills I have mentioned , especially the more im- 
portant one. He spoke, in a very tame way,for 
perhaps ten minutes, but the substance of what he 
said amounted to no more than A €ne members of the 
Grand Army in Michigan thought the bill a good 
one and were desirous that it should be passed. 
He then took his seat, and I could see on the 
faces of some of the members of the legislative 
committees an expression of the same disappoint- 
ment that I felt because so little had been said 
in behalf of the bill. 

Up to that moment I had neither expected nor 
intended to say anything to the joint committee; 
but at that instant there flashed upon me the 
conviction that if the matter were to end there 
our mission uould be a failure, and not only 
would the bill in behalf of which we had come 
never see the light, but we would have been lack- 
ing in the discharge of our duty to those whom 
we represented— our comrades of the Grand Army. 
I had no idea or hope that the bill could be 
s wed, but in an instant I had formed the resolu- 
tion to at least say something more than had 
been said. I cannot remember that there was e- 
ven a perfunctory suggestion by the chairman of 
the joint cor;imittee that the members would be 
willing to hear anything that the others, of our 
committee might have to say,but whether invited 
or uninvited I took the floor and proceeded to 
address the joint committeeiin a speech of fully 
an hour in length, collecting, arranging and giv- 
ing language to my thoughts a3 I proceeded, as I 
was accustomed to doing from having to speak so 
frequently without preparation. 

I first tried to impress upon the minds of tfce 
members of the two legislative committees the 
merits of the bill and the crying need of its 
enactment into law. Hot expecting to speak I 
had brought no written statistics with me, but 2j 



was sufficiently well informed on the subject to 
be able to state with some accuracy the number 
of soldiers of the Civil War scattered through- 
out Michigan who were in poverty and destitu- 
tion. I than proceeded to show how and why it 
was that they were in that condition. I pictur- 
ed the boy or young man of nearly thirty years 
before, leaving behind him all life's opportuni- 
ties, deliberately sacrificing all his hopes of 
accumulating property, in order that he might 
save the nation and uphold the honor of Michi- 
gan, his return home after having lost the most 
import ant and valuable years of his life, enfeeb- 
led and handicapped for life by the physical ef- 
fects of his army service, his heroic efforts to 
earn a livelihood for himself and his family ,his 
success until advancing years and the progress 
of disabilities incurred in the army had brought 
him finally to the pdint where he must accept 
the obvious charity of the shelter of the Sold- 
iers' Home, or haply the poorhouse, unless the 
State of Michigan in recognition of his price- 
less and unselfish services to Ms State and to 
the ITation would come to his aid. 

I then drew another picture of the soldier and 
his wife whom he had vred during or soon after 
the war, the two sharing the joys and the sorrows 
that had come to them in all the succeeding 
years , working bravely side by side to support 
themselves and rear their children, now brought 
face to face with the dread certainty that they 
must be separated .not by deatbfbut by poverty, he 
to go to the Soldiers' Home, leaving her to sit 
day after day in unutterable loneliness by the 
dying embers on the he .rthstone of a once happy 
home, eating meanwhile the bitter bread of chari- 
ty. Before I had reached this point in my ad- 
dress the chairman of the House committee — him- 
self a soldier— was weeping like an infant and 
the other members of the two committees were all 
visibly and strongly affected. 

I then turned from the sentimental to the 
practical donsiderations involved, and although 
without official estimates or figures of any- 
kind except those which I evolved at the moment 



by the use of ray reasoning faculties, I demon- 16 * 
strated that the amount called for by the bill 

ciable extent. That consideration must be given 
to the fact that many of the beneficiaries of 
the ^proposed legislation could .if assisted at 
their homes, earn a portion of their living,which 
would not be bha case if they were removed to 
the Soldiers* Home. Then it must be remembered 
that the bill contemplated the relief of only 
those who must have assistance from some source 
and this could be given at their homes as inea*' 
pensively as at the Soldiers' Home or at the 
poorhouse. I elaborated this argument at some 
length, and could see that, in the light of the 
other and more sentimental appeal.it too .was 
taking effect, and before I closed I could read 
the fate of the bill in the faces of those to 
whom I was speaking. ¥ithin a very few days the 
bill was favorably reported to both houses of 
the legislature and the members of the commit- 
tees reporting it, using the arguments with which 
I had supplied them, had no difficulty in securing 
the passage of the bill. And the law thus en- 
acted is on the statute books of the State of 
Michigan to this day, and before the enactment of 
more liberal pension laws by the Congress of the 
United States many years afterwards — and even 
since then— was of untold benefit to hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of destitute Michigan sold- 
iers. 

After the session of the national J2ncampment 
of the G.A.P.. in 1089 I was appointed an Aide- 
de-camp on the staff of the Commander-in-Chief, 
Oen. Alger, there being no duties attached to the 
office except during the National Encampment 
held in the following year. 

I d© not remember whether I continued to be a 
member of the executive corimittee of the Kalama- 
zoo County Sunday School Association during the 
whole of the year 1389, but I think that I did. 
I attended the State Sunday School Convention at 
Grand Rapids in December and was elected a dele- 
gate to the International Convent ion\ hi ch was to 



"be held the following year, hut was unahle to at- 
tend on account of the date conflicting with the 
time of holding court. 

My receipts during 1809 were about four hun- 
dred dollars less than in 1388, owing to the fact 
that the amount received by me for legal servic- 
es fell off by just about the sum named, while my. 
expenses during the year were within five dol- 
lars of being the same as in the preceding year.: 
However the sum total of all that I received was 
sufficiently in excens of all that I expended to 
leave me at the end of the year in just about 
the same financial condition that I was when the 
year began. 

The year eighteen hundred and ninety «tr&S to me 
so like 1889 in its general course as to require 
no special history except the recording of a few 
events which were new and in some respects unlike 
any that occurred in the former year. I per- 
formed all the duties and labors that came to me 
in every department of my activities with zeal 
and zest. Indeed the years 1889,1890 and 1891 
may be said to have been the be£t and most suc- 
c csful of all the years of my life. I was having 
excellent health, was strong, vigorous and ambi- 
tious, and although overworked all the time I 
positively enjoyed doing all the work that came 
to me to do, of whatsoever naturs it might be. 
The extent to which my official work was appre- 
ciated may be illustrated by the press notices 
which my work received in 1889, and which have 
been quoted, and also by an event which occurred 
early in the year 1890. In dismissing the jury 
for the term I took occasion to speak in t rms 
of d served commendation of their work during 
the term and of the manner in which they had 
performed their duties as jurors. On the s <me 
day I received from the jurors the following 
communication: 

"To the Honorable Geo .M. Buck , Circuit Judge. 
T "e,the undersigned, jurors of December term, 
hereby tender to you our hearty thanks for the 
courtesy with which v/e have been treated by the 
court during the present term of court, and for 
the kind words expressed by your honor to us 
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this morning, and in return we desire to say that 
we "believe that as long as your honor is on the 
bench that just ice, promptness and ability will 
characterise the altitude of the court without 
fear or favor to parties or surroundings , and 
that the people of the county of Kalamazoo can 
congratulate themselves that their interests are 
so carefully and ably G uarded both in the inter- 
est of economy and justice." 

This was signed by all the jurors in attend- I 
ance at that term of the court. The "Telegraph"' 
referred this event editorially in these words: 

"The tribute which the circuit court jury paid 
to Hon. George M. 35uck?3 candor , fairness and in- 
tegrity as a presiding judge, was eminently fit- 
ting. High honors are doubtless in store for 
our honored citizen." 

And I have always been vain enough to "believe 
that it is more than probable that this prophecy 
would have bees fulfilled had I retained the 
health and vigor that I possessed in the year 
when the prediction was made. 

As has been before stated, it was always one of 
the cardinal rules of my life to givefcny work, 
whatever it might he and whether professional or 
off icial , precedence of everything else, to devote 
the major part of ay time ~o it and never allow 
any other cause or demand, however meritorious , to 
take any part of the time that I could profita- 
bly hestov/ on nay regular, work. And I may have 
mentioned in an earlier part of this story that 
while on the bench I never contented myself with 
performing 3imply the necessary and required du* \ 
ties of the position, but rave all the time to my 
official work that could be bestowed on it to 
any advantage whatever. And I also gave much 
time to study — "by reading text-books and treat- 
ises on some "branch of the law and also the re- 
ports of cases decided by the courts— in order 
that I mi-ht keep abreast of the current of le- 
gal knowledge, know the trend of judicial opinion 
regarding legal questions that wore constantly 
arising, and th; s,by studying, thinking and reas- 
oning, he able not only to decide aright ques- 
tions coming to me for decision, but also to as- 



g^ft in directing the thought and conscience of 
,legal profession in ways of truth and righteous- 
ness. So that while there is little to record 
in this story concerning my official work as 
compared with what is told of what ..as done "by 
me in other direct ions ,in truth the time and ef- 
fort given to the fcraer v.as "vastly greater than 
all that was "bestowed on the latter. 

I took no part in the political campaign in 
1890, hut was sufficiently interested in the po- 
litical questions of the day to attend political 
meetings , and in this way I met and talked with 

illiam EoKinley on the occasion of his f&rst 
visit to Kalamazoo on the evening of October 13, 
1390, for the purpose of making a political 
speech at the Academy of Music, while in Kala- 
n .200 Up, McKinley was the guest of Mr, Burrows, 
and I was invited by the latter , before the me st- 
ing, to go behind the scenes at the Academy and 
entertain his guest while he — Mr. Burrows— was 
attending to some preparations for the meeting. 
I did so and had a very pleasant conversation 
with Mr. UfcKinley for perhaps ten minutes and 
found him to be a very agreeable person to meat, 
affable, chatty, and entirely frank as regarded 
political conditions , knowing that he was doomed 
to ultimate defeat in his congressional distriot 
but bound to go down with the protection flag 
flying. 

In business matters I participated in 1890 to 
about the same extent as in 1889, was re-elected 
director and vice-president of the same corpora- 
tions then in existence in which I had previous* 
ly held those offices. In June I w nt to Minne- 
apolis to assist in establishing an agency for 
the Phelps & Bigelow ?. r indniill Company in that 
city, '-here I remained for several days, attending 
to the business mentioned and also locking about 
the city and visiting the Falls of St. Anthony, 
the Falls of Hinnehfcha ,Lake Ml nne tonka, and other 
places of interest In or near the city. 

I d livered a number of formal addresses in 
ln90 besides a larger number of informal ones. 
One of the earlier ones was on the occasion of 
the re-union of the Third richigan Cavalry at 



Kalamazoo In February. I had made no prepara- 
tions whatever for speaking hutj at tended the ban- 
quet by invitation of Major "ilcox. Captain Row* 
land and other officers of the regiment with 
whom I was acquainted, on the express understand- 
ing that I should not he asked to speak. But 
this agreement was evaded and I was unexpectedly 
called upon to speak and could defies 8 than com- 
ply. Of this incident the "Telegraph" said: 

"Judge Keo.7T.3uck was called upon for a speech 
greatly to his surprise and to the delight, of 
the banqueters. ♦ * * The address was el- 
oquent and the speaker told many touching inci- 
dents of the boys in blue. His stories also ex- 
cited peals of laughter." 

A stenographic report of what I said on that 
occasion, found on pages 27 and 28, volume 1 of my 
■Writings* in no way justifies the above des- 
cription of my address , although I have no doubt 
that the appreciation and effect of my remarks 
was much greater when heard than is possible 
when they are read from "cold type." I was also 
invited to respond to the toast "The Ladies" at 
the St. Patrick's Day banquet in Kalamazoo, March 
17. The baqquet was largely attended and sever- 
al eminent speakers from out of town (including 
George L. Yaple) were present and responded to 
toasts. I have always looked Back tc my effort 
on that occasion as one of the most felicitous 
of all that I ever made and it is certain that 
it made a great impression on those who heard 
it. It was commented on by the "Telegraph" as 
follows: 

"Hon. George K. Buck responded to the toast, 
'The Ladies, i and he succeeded in clothing that 
trite subject with attractive paints that made 
it one of the beats sentiments of the evening. It 
v/ould be difficult to give an outline of Judge 
Buck's effort. It was impromptu , thoroughly wit- 
ty at times and again filled with the choicest 
sentiment. The subject of 'the ladies' a3 a 
toast at a banquet i3 a difficult one to handle, 
but Judge Sick won the highest praise by his 
clever speech. * * * Long continued ap- 
plause folio .ed Judge Luck's spe ech." 
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Of an address made by me at a Sunday School 
institute held at Pav? Paw in April, the local 
newspaper said: 

"The address of Judge Buck was very fine, and 
of an especially entertaining character." 

On Memorial Bay ,1890,1 delivered the address 
at Fulton, a small village in the south-eastern 
part of Kalamazoo county following my Invariable 
rule to accept the first invitation offered for 
my services on that day. I had many invitations 
from much larger places in that and other years 
that I was obliged to decline because of a prior 
engagement , the engagement being always several 
years in advance of the occasion. And in 1890, 
although the village where I spoke v/as a small 
one, people came from all parts of the surround- 
ing country so that my audience was a very large 
one and the appreciation my address received was 
certainly as great as could have been given it 
in a much larger town or city. 

On Sunday, July 20, 1890, a religious service for 
the military companies of Kalamazoo was held at 
the Baptist church, and I was chosen as one of 
the speakers. Of this service and the addresses 
the "Telegraph^of the following day said: 

"The religious s rvices held yesterday after- 
noon in behalf of the military companies at the 
First Baptist church were eminently successful. 
The merbars of the G.A.R. and the Kalamazoo 
Light Guard turned out in companies. The High 
School Cadets attended individually. Very elo- 
quent addresses were made by Geo .M. Buck and 
Revs. J.F.Loba and J.A.Johnston. n 

And I have always be n so lacking in humility 
as to think that my brief talk on that occasion 
merited the appreciation it received if one 
could judge from the things that v/ere afterwards 
said to me and to others concerning it. 

The annual re-union of ny regiment was held in 
October ,1890. I was given the last place on the 
program for the banquet and there was nothing in 
what I said that was worthy of special mention. 

In educational matters the pari I took in 1890 
was much the s ■ iae as in a number of the years 
preceding. I was a frequent visitor at the ses- 



170 

sionB of the public schools , and in Octoher acted 
as one of the judges of the oratorical contest 
by the literary societies of the Michigan Agri- 
cultural College. The names of those who took 
part in the contest , their themes and the decis- > 
ion of the judges, can he found on page 41, volume 
2, of "Personal Mention. " 

Early in 1890 I suggested to my niece ,Kosamond 
Simmons, then a teacher in the Frank Street 
School in Kalamazoo, that I would willingly pay- 
one half the expense of procuring a a United 
States flag for the building in which she was 
teaching if the teachers and pupils in that 
building would furnish the other half . This of- 
fer .as eagerly accepted and the flag purchased, 
that school building being the second in the 
city to be provided with a flag, it "being he fore 
the time when the furnishing of a flag for each 
schoolhouse in the State by the school authori- 
ties was made compulsory The purchasing of a 
flag for the Prank Street School "building "being 
mentioned "by the public press, other schools in 
the city were impelled to do likewise, so that I 
was called upon to attend the exercises on the 
raising of a flag and to deliver an address at 
the west Street school in March, the Lovell St. 
school in the same month and other schools in 
the country at a later date. In January I was 
called upon to install the officers of Grand Ar- 
my Posts in Galesburg and in one or two other 
places. The annual encampment of the Soldiers' 
and Sailors 1 Association of Southwestern Michi- 
gan was held in Kalamazoo in the month of Au- 
gust ,1890, and as President of the Association I 
had the general oversight of the re-union and on 
the day on which the public exercises vie re held 
I responded to the address "by the Mayor of the 
city. 

In August also occurred the national Encamp- 
ment of the Grand Army of the Republic at lios- 
t on, Massachusetts. To attend this encampment we 
left Kalamazoo early in the morning of the Fri- 
day next preceding the "beginning of the session, 
etoped over night in Buffalo and arrived in 
Boston at a late hour on Saturday night or early 



on Sunday morning and put up at the Clarefldon 
Hotel. It was the first time I had ever visited 
Boston and I was naturally much interested in 
all that I saw and was greatly impressed by the 
universal and unfailing courtesy of the people 
of tiiat city. . unday forenoon I attended church 
and Sunday School at the Tremont St . Methodist 
church and in the afternoon we visited Chelsea, 
East Boston and other places in or adjacent to 
the city. Monday was given to seeing Charles- 
ton, unker Hill monument and other places of 
interest. Tuesday was the day of the parade and 
I took part in it as a member of the staff of / 
the domniander- in- chief, being in the saddle con- 
stantly_for more than tv/ lve consecutive hours, 
never ^nce di smount ing~ev err~to rest. I was al- 
lotted a four year old mare that had never been 
under the saddle before, was timid, nervous and 
easily frightened and was trembling with fear 
during the whole of the parade on account of the 
tumultuous greetings of the vast throngs on ei- 
ther side of the streets through wliich the pro- 
cession passed. But she was not at all vicious 
and was easily managed, and though once or twice 
I had to perform some rather skilful feats of 
horsemanship in order to keep my seat, I had not 
the slightest apprehension of danger and enjoyed 
the parade immensoly. 

Wednesday was given to attending the session 
of the encampment and sight- seeing, and plans 
were made to visit Plymouth on Thursday in com- 
pany with the surgeon and assist ant surgeon of 
my regiment. But on Wednesday evening we receiv- 
ed a telegram telling of the unexpected and fa- 
tal illness of the widow of my brother Samuel, 
and on Thursday morning we etarted for home, 
staying over night in Buffalo and reaching home 
at a late hour on Friday night* 

In December I was again elected Commander of 
Orcutt Fost,G.A.R. for the ensuing year, the vote 
being by ballot and every ballot except my own 
being cast for me. 7,/hat consideration induced 
me to accept the office after having declined it 
two years before , cannot now be remembered and is 
beyond my comprehension at this time. But ac- 



cept it I did and for another year or more added 
to ay other duties and responsibilities the 
somewhat arduous ones of locking after the in- 
terests of a large organization of men. 

In religious matters I also accepted addition- 
al work and responsibility at about the time of 
which I am writing. As has been stated, I was a 
trustee and thus a member of the official board 
of the First M.E.cVurch of Kalamazoo from some 
time in the early seventies. In the Sunday 
School I bee 'me the teacher of a class immedi- 
ately after 1 living the office of superintend- 
ent. Ufy class at this time was composed of 
young ladies , largely teachers in the publie 
schools, and all of them well educated girls of 
intelligence and refinement. And it was this 
class that first adopted the plan of having a 
class organization and holding weekly meetings 
for other purposes than the study of the lesson. 
At these meetings the members of the class never 
lost sight of the fact that their organization 
was a religious one, and no time was ever given 
to the study of [Browning or any other purely 
literary, scientific or social work wholly apart 
from its religious aspects or purposes. At the 
same time the intent was always to have in mind 
my theory — never expressed, but alwaj^s under- 
stood — that religion is designed to improve the 
intellect as \/ell as the heart, so as to make re- 
ligious work not only earnest and unselfish, but 
also intelligent and efficient. To this end the 
weekday meetings of the claso were always for 
the consideration of some purely religious or 
social subject with a view of accomplishing a 
definite and practical purpose , which purpose a±g ; . 
might be self improvement or it might be some- 
thing more altruistic. Class organizations and 
meetings are common enough now, but such a thing 
was unthought of in the Sunday School of the 
First M. E. church until my class set the exam- 
ple. 

It has also been stated that not far from the 
time of the erection of the new church edifice 
of the First M. E. church, an organization of the 
young people of the church was formed with which 



173 

I -vas connected (much of the time as President of 
the society) until a number of years after 1890.' 

Hut in neither church work, Sunday School work, 
nor in young peopled society activities did I 
assume any new duties or r 3ponsibilities in 
1890. But in that year I did agree to act as 
one of the Directors of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association of Kalamazoo and I continued to 
act as such for a number of years, when I resign- 
ed the position and withdrew from the associa- 
tion on account of some litigation in which the 
association became involved and which I did not 
wish to be called upon to decide while having 
even a membership in the association, although I 
could have no possible pecuniary or other inter- 
est In the result of the litigation. 

The duties of the office of director of the 
association were not very burdensome but they 
took some of my time and involved some planning j 
and work in conjunction with others. 

My receipts and expenditures in 1890 were not 
very different from those of 1889, but the excess 
of the former over the latter enabled me to add 
nearly one thousand dollars to tha amount of my 
assets over liabilities at the close of the 
year. 

In most respects my official work in eighteen 
hundred and ninety-one differed very little from 
what it was in 1890. There was, however, one of^ 
ficial duty which I had to perform in 1891 for 
the first time during my incumbency of the of- 
fice of Circuit Judge and which was discharged 
in a rather unusual way and under somewhat pecu- 
liar circumstances. 

Van Bur en county was, I think, the first in 
Michigan to adopt prohibition under the local 
option law passed by the Michigan legislature in 
1889, and almost the only county— and I think the 
only county— in the State that has never changed 
its policy in chat regard , although the question 
has been submitted to the voters of the county 
several times since prohibition was first adopt- 
ed—twice at least while I as on the bench— and 
during all the years since the law first went 



into effect in that county it has been as well 
enforced as any law prohibiting the commission 
of criminal offences of a minor grade, 'when 
prosecutions began to be instituted under the 
act the lav/ was a new one and there were no ju- 
dicial decisions under it to guide me in the 
conducting of trials growing out of these prose- 
cut ions, bo I had tc blaze the way through a 
trackless legal wilderness. Fortunately the 
justices of the Supreme Court were, like myself, 
strongly favorable to the enforcement of the law 
and to make this easy and to prevent narrow, ' 
technical, and what I thought to be unreasonable 
constructions of the law and of the rules gov- 
erning the admission of evidence under it from 
standing in the way of the conviction of those 
violating the law, I took some desperate chances 
in my rulings. But in a very great majority of 
the cases which were appealed to the Supreme 
Court from my decisions , those rulings were af- 
firmed, so that my construction of the local oxj- 
tion law and my decisions as to the proper pro- 
cedure under it, became a guide for the circuit 
judges in other parts of Michigan, when the lav/ 
afterwards began to be adopted in other counties, 
and this had much to do with the success of the 
law and its enforcement throughout a large por- 
tion of the State. 

when the prosecutions referred to began, the 
prosecuting attorney of Van Buren county was 
then and always afterwards a very strong politic 
cal and personal friend of mine and was in many 
respects a fairly good lawyer. But he lacked 
some of the qualities which are essential in a 
successful prosecutor and was quite unsuccessful 
in procuring convictions in criminal cases, espen 
cially in cases brought under the local option 
lav/. And it so happened that in the first three 
oases of that kind tliat were tried, the accused 
and their counsel used the tactics which were 
very familiar to me from my experience as prose- 
cuting attorney. and by perjury and fraud suc- 
ceeded in imposing on jurors more than half wil- 
ling to be deceived, and acquittals followed, one 
after another, in one , two , three order , against the 



evidence , against the law as plainly given to the 
jury, and against reason and common sense. Por 
it was a matter of observation "by me during all 
the time that I was at zhe bar and on the bench, 
that a great number of men who are professedly 
for temperance and will vote fcr prohibition 
whenever they have a chan.ce to do so ,when they 
<~et into the jury box will soek to curry favor 
with the powers of whisky and ^atan,and will 
vote to acquit a man accused of selling liquor 
illegally, in the face of conclusive evidence of 
guilt. This was the situation in the three caa» 
es mentioned and seemed to me to ca.ll for some 
missionary work on my part. So I took occasion 
to tell the jurors , mildly but decidedly, in ef- 
fect ,that a juror who agrees to aoquit one ac- 
cused of any offense against the la, , liquor sel- 
ling or any other,in spite of testimony sho\7ing 
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, is false to his 
oath and as guilty of perjury as one who swears 
falsely as a witneds in a case in court . These 
admonitions shortly awakened the jurors to a 
sense of their duty and responsibility , so that 
the tricks and subterfuges of the liquor sellers 
became of no avail and convictions were had in 
nearly or quite all the cases in which the tes- 
timony called for them. Indeed before I left 
the bench of the Van .'Bur en county circuit court, 
the enemies of prohibition used to assert that 
juries in that county would invariably convict 
one of selling liquor upon a mere accusation of 
the offense and without any proof of it whatev- 
er. This was not true, but it illustrates the 
difference between the beginning of local option 
in Van Buren county and its subsequent history. 

But after the three acquittals noted, ail fur- 
ther prosecutions under the local option law 
were suspended for a while and in the mean time 
the election of 1390 came on. tShat was thought 
to be the mismanagement by the prosecuting at- 
torney of the local option cases and some other 
criminal prosecutions , created- so much prejudice 
against him that he barely escaped being defeat- 
ed for renomination,and was defeated at the e- 
1 ; ction by a considerable majority . But the 



democrat who was elected, a promising young law- 
yer, was taken with a fatal illness soon after 
his election and died about the middle of the 
year 1891 and the. appointment of his successor 
devolved upon me. 

The republican politicians of the county, in 
eluding my warmest political friends , endorsed £e 
for the appointment a young lawyer , who in the 
republican county convention of 1890 had come 
within a few vote's of receiving the nomination 
for the office. But I resolved to subordinate 
every other consideration to the success of the 
local option law, and as I questioned the ability 
of the lawyer recommended for the appointment to 
meet the d mands of the . ituation,I concluded to 
ignore the wishes of my political friends and 
appoint a man whom I regarded as being the best 
lawyer in the county and who had been the lead- 
ing counsel for the liquor sellers in the cases 
in which they had secured an acquittal. This 
layer chanced to be a democrat in politics, so 
that in appointing him I had to do an act that 
was contrary to the interests of the party to 
which I owed my election as Circuit Judge. But 
before making the appointment I had an interview 
with the man whom I purposed to appoint, and told 
him plainly that while I should exact no promis- 
es from him, so that he could say that he took 
the office without making any pledges of any 
kind,if he accepted the office. I should expect 
of him that he would be wholly faithful to the 
interests of the people in local option prosecu- 
tions the same as in all other criminal cases. 

In making this appointment I well knew that it 
would probably coBt me my place on the bench at 
the close of my first term, but that consideration 
had not the slightest weight with me. As I ex- 
pected, the wrath of the lawyer who expected to 
receive the appointment and of his friends tow- 
ard me was great and I was charged with the 
worst ingratitude and threats were freely and o- 
penly made that my action would cost me enough 
votes to defeat me should I be a candidate for 
re-election, to which I replied that I was not 
holding the office of Circuit Judge for the pur- 



po3e of obtaining votes and should always try to 
do what I thought to he for the "best interests 
of the co Jiiunity regardless of the consequences 
to myself. 

My appointee fully justified my confidence in 
him. When the next t session of court was held 
he was ready with a number of cases for viola- 
tion of the local option law and these he press- 
ed with vigor and ability. r b.en the defense at- 
tempted any of their tricks or subterfuges he 
knew all about them as he had used them himself 
and knew how to meet them effectually. When the 
liquor sellers threatened or tried to cajole or 
bribe him he simply laughed at them. And after 
a few cases had been tied and a conviction se- 
cured in every one of them the other respondents 
surrendered at discretion and all who had been 
convicted or had pleaded guilty (including the 
proprietor of the hotel at which I had formerly 
boarded)were required to pay large fines and the 
success of the local option law in Van Buren 
county was thus assured. About that time the 
people of that county awoke to the significance 
of my action in making the appointment that I 
did to the office of prosecuting attorney , al- 
though there had previously been much dissatis- 
faction in some quarters because I had appointed 
the legal champion of the liquor dealers. And 
many who had been most bitter towards me for po- 
litical reasons , because of my appointing a demo- 
crat ,were now more than half willing to condone 
my offense because of the results. 

And it so happened that my appointee did not 
care to hold the office to the end of the term, 
so, after retaining it until it became easy to 
convict violators of the local option lav/, he re- 
signed the position after fully initiating his 
proposed successor , and on his recommendation I 
appointed the young man who had before been en- 
dorsed for the place, and with this appointment 
all the partisan hostility to me on account of 
the first appointment wholly ceased , although the 
exponents of the local option lav; never forgave 
me for it. 

Before passing from the subject of the local 



o: tion lav; and Its enforcement in Ban Buren 
county, it may be well to record here come events 
which took place some years after the time of 
which I am now writing. Ylien the time came a- 
bout at which the question of prohibition could 
again be submitted to the electors of Van Buren 
county under the local option law, the necessary 
petitions were filed and the question again 
submitted. .But as the law was then being rigid- 
ly enforced in that county, the people were averse 
to a change and again voted for prohibiten, which 
would not have bean the case had there been a 
failure to enforce the law. But shortly before 
the election took place, these who wished to en- 
gage in the business of selling liquor opened a 
few saloons in some of the villages of the coun- 
ty and, by employees , sold liquor in defiance of 
the law. And as scon as sufficient testimony 
had been obtained by the authorities to warrant 
a prosecution and one employee was arrested, an- 
other was put in his place and the sale contin- 
ued until after the election. This was done to 
make it appear that prohibition did not prohibit 
and that liquor was being sold in spite of t the 
la . Of c curse this shallow scheme failed and 
after the election those who had been arrested 
as stated — fifteen in number — came into court 
and pleaded guilty, it having been agreed that 
their employers should pay at ever fines might 
be imposed. Up to that tine I had pronounced, 
very few jail sentences in local option cases, 
and these only when the offenses were especially 
flagrant, as I thought it better in most instan- 
ces to discourage the breaking of the law b the 
impositions of large fines, and that convictions 
would be more likely to be secured in doubtful 
oases if it was thought by the jurors that the 
sentence would not be one of very great s veri- 
ty. But in the case of the fifteen alio had bro- 
ken the law wilfully in order to assist in car- 
rying out a nefarious conspiracy to discredit 
prohibit ion, I felt that sterner measures should 
be resorted to and I accordingly sent the res- 
pondents to jail for periods varying from ten to 
thirty days although several of tbem implored me 
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to Impose a fine .however largo , instead of pro- 
nouncing a sentence of imprisonment. The course 
I tcok was one that was especially hard for me 
to follow as several of those sentenced to jail 
were young men who were accounted among the most 
respectable in the county and one was the clerk 
of the hotel in which I had formerly hoarded and 
to whom I was indebted for a . ;reat many courte- 
sies and favors, not only in the line of Lis du- 
ties as clerk but in many instances wholly out- 
side of it. It is needlesc to add that the 
scheme I have described was never again attempt- 
ed in Van Bur en county. 

A few years later another attempt was made to 
have the local option question again submitted 
to a vote of the electors of Van Bur n county, 
but the board of supervisors hold the petitions 
to be insufficient and on the question being 
brought into court I sustained the action of the 
supervisors although I gravely doubted its le- ~> 
gality. On appeal to the : upreme Court that 
tribunal affirmed my decision, but the justices ^ 
were careful not to file a written opinion, whicl% 
indicated to me that they were not at all agreed)* 
as to the reasons on which the petitions should ^ 
be held to be insufficient but were unanimous in| 
their agreement with me that the people of Van & 
Buren county should not be put to the trouble of 
frequently voting on the question of prohibition© 
in that county if it could be avoided in any le-^, 
gal way. I cannot remember that since then 
there has been any attempt to have a re-submis- P£ 
sion of the quest ion, and as each of those who | 
have occupied the bench of the circuit court for 
Van Buren county since I left it have been earn- '■ 
est and decided in the matter of the observance 
of the law, the local option lav/ has for many P 
years pa::t been as well enforced as the law pro- 
hibiting larcenjr. 

At the December term of the circuit court at M 
Kalamaaoo in 1891,1 was presented with a gold- ft* 
headed cane by the panel of jurors who served Jk*. 
during that term. An account of the presenta- 
tion is given on page 46 of the second volume of*^' 
"Personal Mention." I still have the cane and h§ 
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have always prized it v;ry highly on account of 
the circumstances under which it was given and 
received . 

I made more than the usual number of addresses 
in 1391, many "being delivered on accasions like 
Sunday School conventions or association meet- 
ings of no considerable importance , others at 
more important gatherings. One in response to a 
toast at the Hew York "banquet in January, is very 
imperfectly-- and in some respects incorrectly — 
reported in volume 2 "Personal Mention" , pages 41 
and 42. In the same month I made a wholly im- 
promptu address at a 0. A. P. camp fire at Paw Paw. 1 
In February I made an a drees to the teachers 

and students $£g^<'f£*c$ n ?>f ,;usiness College of 
Kalama. oo ,#KloK may also "be found on pages 42 
and 43, of '"Personal Mention." In May I mad ; an 
address at a Grand Army meeting in Bangor , Michi- 
gan, and on Memorial Bay I delivered the address 
at Do wagiac , which was described by a local news- 
paper as "one of the most scholarly and patriot- 
ic speeches ever delivered in this city." In 
Juno while holding court at Paw Pa" I was invit- 
ed to address the Epworth League of that place 
which I did, my address giving the "True Uorthen- 
er" occasion to say, among other things, in an ac- 
count of the address: 

"The judge is a fluent and ready speaker and 
always has something to say on whatever topic he 
may be called npon to speak. It is a credit to 
this judicial circuit that its bench is occupied 
by an able , learned , Christian gentleman like the 
present incumbent." 

Four years before the paper from which the a- 
bove is' quoted, was one of 'the most decided and 
bitter opponents of my nomination. 

In July I ,?as asked by the Principal of the 
Mi chigan' Female Seminary at Kalamazoo to be 
present on the occasion of a visit from the 
Michigan Press Association to that institution 
and make an addresB of welcome in behalf of the 
trustees and faculty , which I did. Of my address, 
which at the time seamed to be very highly appre- 
ciated by those who heard it, the published aci- 
counts give not the 'limae ing of an ides of 



wliat I really said, I was also the principal 
speaker at the annual meeting of the Van Buren 
county battalion held at Paw Paw in September 
and was chosen as orator at the Labor Day cele- 
bration at Kalamazoo in the ame month. My ad- 
dress on the latter occasion may be found on 
page 235 of my "Unpublished Addresses." At the 
State convention of the Young Women's Christian 
Association held at Jackson in October, I deliv- 
ered an address on a t.-.pic assigned me, "The 
Highest Education," which can also be found in 
"Unpublished Addresses," on page 25b. The cir- 
cumstances under which this address was deliver- 
ed were far from being inspiring, as it came on 
the last evening of the convention after a very 
fine address by an eminent speaker on the pre- 
ceding evening, so that I had to speak after many 
of the delegates had gone home and those who re- 
mained were tired to the point of exhaustion and 
my audience was very small in numbers for an oc- 
casion of that character. I did not at all like 
the subject given me and my address v/as never 
the sonrrce of any satisfaction to me or/any one 
else, so far as I could judge, but rather the re- 
verse, nevertheless the Jackson "Patriot" re- 
ferred to it as "a fine address" and gave a 
brief abstract of it in its report of the con- 
vention, 

I was the one selected to represent the G.A.R. 
at a very, large public charities meeting held at 
the Academy of Music in Kalamazoo in the latter 
part of Decembeifi891 . There were a number of 
speakers and each was allowed only ten minutes, 
but I prepaeed my address (in my mind,noy on pa- 
per) so that I was able to 3ay all that I wished 

ithin the time allotted. As usual the newspa- 
per reporters murdered with great cruelty what I 
said, in their accounts of the meeting. 

I rcte but one article for publication in 
1891, and that was a communication to the "Na- 
tional Tribune" published at Y/ashington,D.C.,and 
v.-iich may be found on page 28 of volume 1 of ray 
"Writings." As is evident from a perusal of the 
article ,my object in w iting it was not to con- 
tribute anything to the history of the event 
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mentioned in the communicat ion, but to rebuke a 
let of fellows of a class well known in Grand 
Army circles , who , in a spirit of braggadocio , are 
vont to claim for themselves and the cojimiand in 
which they served , superiority over all others 
who took part in the Civil * ar and who are con- 
tinually asserting that (in the language imputed 
to them by the comrades of the G.A.P.) "Mo and 
Grant put down the rebellion." And the editors 
of the paper mentioned were unttlse enough--as 
was more than half hinted near the beginning of 
the article-- to publish some of these idle va- 
porings. And I become so tired of seeing that 
sort of stuff in the paper that I mbraced the 
opportunity that the publication of some of it 
afforded me to express my opinion of it. 

As has been stated, I consented to fill the o - 
fice of Commander of Orcutt Post ,G .A. R. , during 
the year 1891. In January of that year at a 
meeting in Kalamazoo I delivered an address giv- 
ing a brief history of the Grand Army in Kalama- 
zoo, an abstract of which address is preserved on 
page 43, volume 1 of "Personal Mention." I was 
again appointed a member of the staff of the 
commander-in-chief of the Grand Army, but did not 
serve as I preferred being with Orcutt Post dur- 
ing the national Encampment. 

The National Encampment of the G.A.R. was held 
at Detroit August 4 and 5, 1891, and Orcutt Post, 
after being thoroughly drilled by me, attended in 
a body. On the day of the parade Orcutt Post 
reported a larger number of members in line than 
almost any other post in the State, and by its 
fine appearance and excellent discipline at- 
tracted more attention than any other post from 
Michigan. All along the line of march the post 
was pointed out as "The dandy post with a cir- 
cuit judge as commander',' and the attention of 
the commander-in-chief was especially called to 
the post and myself by Senator Stockbridge who 
stood by the side of that official on the re- 
viewing stand. It should be -said in this con- 
nection that Ex-President Hayes marched itt the 
ranks with his own post from Fr m*t , Ohio , and 
others of almost equal celebrity did likewise. 



The Department of Michigan, being the enter- 
taining department , took the rear of the line in 
the parade, so that it was well into the after- 
noon be 'ore our part of the line moved. Before 
that time I had discovered from the fact that I 
had not received the orders .-Lich should have 
been given me, that the Department Commander and 
his staff were neglecting their duty and leaving 
the posts of the department to shift for them- 
selves, and that the result would he to throw our 
post out of its place and to an undesirable po- 
sition near the rear of the line. I at once re- 
solved on a course of act ion, moved Orcutt Post 
from the point where it had been stationed to a 
place from which it could execute the •lovement I 
contemplated , and when the parade in it3 progress 
had reached a point where the head of Orcutt 
Post v/as opposite that part of the line where 
the post belonged by right of seniority , I assum- 
ed the prerogatives and functions of the depart- 
ment commander , stepped forward and peremptorily 
ordered the leader of a band in the parade to 
halt his men and to remain where they were until 
I directed him to proceed. I then ordered Or- 
cutt Post to take its place in the line and fol- 
low the preceding post -and as soon as this move- 
ment was under way I directed the leader of the 
band to follow Orcutt Post. And thus,without 
fric"tion or delay, the effect of the negligence 
of the department officers was remedied and the 
post under my command was :iven the place in the 
line to which it v/as rightfully entitled. The 
comrades of Orcutt Post made much of this inci- 
dent, both at Detroit and after our return home. 
And it was because of my insistence that every- 
thing with which I had to do in Grand Army mat- 
ters must be done in correct military style, and 
my willingness to assume any responsibility nec- 
essary to secure for thorn whatever they were en- 
titled to, that the comrades always wanted me to 
be their commander. 

At the Detroit encampment I- heard a very fine 
address by Ex-President Hayes and speeches by 
Secretary Proctor of Vermont , Representative Kei- 
fer of Ohio, and others. 
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I did not attend many lectures or entertain- 
ments in 1891, all that I can now r-call "being a 
wonderfully fine concert 'by Theodore Thomas* Or- 
chestra in June and a lecture on "The Bright 
>:ide of Libby Prison," by Chaplain McCabe (after- 
wards Bishop McCabe) in August* I am not able 
to remember at this moment whether it was on 
this or a fanner occasion that my acquaintance 
with the Chaplain began by my being invited to 
take tea with him on the evening of his lecture 
and to preside at the me ^ting at which his lec- 
ture was delivered. 

In January, 1891 , I was elected President of the 
Kalamazoo County Bible Society and held the of- 
fice one or two years, I forget which. In Sep- 
tember I v;as elected a delegate from the ".first 
M.E. church of Kalamazoo to the lay electoral 
conference, which was held at ;rand Rapids. "While 
in that city I was interviewed by a reporter for 
the Grand Rapids "Democrat," who obtained from 
me the following very important (?) opinion and 
information. 

"George ]|. Buck, of Kalamazoo , judge of the 
ITinth judicial circuit, is a delegate to the lay 
Methodist conference which meets this morning. 
'Th- duties of the lay delegates are not oner- 
ous,' the judge remarked to a reporter who met 
him in the office of Sweeps last evening. 'We 
have only to raeot,eleot two delegates to the 
general conference and adjourn. I shall go hdme 
tomorrow evening." 

hile in attendance on the conference I had a 
very pleasant interview with Bishop He-./man in 
regard to some appointments by him as president 
of the ministerial conference. I had met the 
Bishop some years before he became a bishop of 
the church, and had once drafted for him a will, 
but not the one which he left at the time of his 
death. Bishop L r e man was one of the ablest 
preachers that the Methodist denomination ever 
included in its membership, and I have always 
rated a sermon that he preached in Kalamazoo a- 
bout 186S or 1867 on"The Ministry of 7,vil n as 
one of the greatest I ever heard. 

My income in 1891 was about the same as in 
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1890, and my expenses somewhat greater, so that 
the amount added to ay apparent accumulations in 
1891 ',,'as less than in 1890. But in 1891 I made 
t o investments which later proved to ::ave "been 
unfortunate ones. The first was in stock of the 
Kalamazoo Corset Company, the second in stock of 
the Cleveland Bay Horse Company. The first in- 
vestment proved to "be a profitable one, as I re- 
ceived during the existence of the company e- 
nough in dividends to amount to an annual divi- 
dend of six per cent on the amount invested and 
the amount of the investment and several hun- 
dreds of dollars in addition thereto. Unfortu- 
nately this investment led me to invest at dif- 
ferent times afterwards t\o thousand dollars in 
the preferred stock of the corporation, all of 
Which I lost through mismanagement of the af- 
fairs of the company and — I have always be- 
lieved-^peculation. When I invested in the 
stock of the Cleveland Ba# Horse Company it was 
a well established concern ,t ..at had been doing a 
profitable business for a number of years, paying 
annual dividends averaging twenty per cent of 
the capital stock. But the decline in the value 
of horses within the next few years (which I 
ought to have foreseen) added to causes similar 
to' those which wrecked the Corset Company, soon 
put an end to the business of th Horse Company, 
and I lost all that I had invested in it* 



Chapter VI. 

A Successful and an Unsuccessful Candidate. 

The most important event to me in the year 
eighteen Hundred and ninety- two and one of the 
most important as well as disastrous of my 
whole life f was the failure of ay health. I had 
never during my entire life "been robust— the 
condition of local irritation mentioned in al- 
most the beginning of this work ,pr eying con- 
stantly on my nerves made me subject to all man- 
ner of physical disorders, kept me thin in flesh, 
made me frequently the victim of nervous fan- 
cies and prevented the proper performance of the 
manifold physical functions without which good 
health is an impossibility. And during much the 
greater part of the time from 1877 to 1892 I was 
sadly overworked — the lahors that I crowded into 
those fifteen years "being enough to break down 
almost any one with a strong constitution and 
possessing an ahsolutely perfect physical organ- 
ization. But I was in the habit of taking lit- 
tle account of physical ailments and gave scant 
attention to the question of my health until 
some time in the early part of 1892 when I "began 
to have frequent attacks of illness of various 
kinds and degrees which compelled me to stop 
work for some hours or days and m near friends 
began to observe indications that something was 
wrong with me , especially a tense, fixed expres- 
sion of the eyes , denoting great nervous strain. 
After a few months my condition became such tliat 
I thought it "best to consult a physician and 
this eventually led to my going to Chicago in 
July for examination by a rioted specialist who 
of course declared that only an early operation 
could save me from locomotor ataxia and a speedy 
death. Had I known as much at that time of phy- 
sicians and surgeons as I learned within the 
next few years I should have paid little atten- 
tion to the talk of this specialist. But while 
I did not accept his prediction I had no doubt 
of the accuracy of his diagnosis (which agreed 
with that of my local physician) and believed 
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the assurance that was given me that an opera- 
tion would free me from the irritating cause of 
lay nervous condition and give me much better 
health. So I consented to have the operation 
performed. 

..'ut this was a grievous mistake on my part and 
a piece of deception that was little short of 
criminal on the part of the specialist. In the 
first place the operation was -wholly unnecessary 
as the cause of the trouble could have "been eas- 
ily removed without resorting to an operation, 
as I have bo n told by a number of able surgeons 
some of whom denounced the action of the spe- 
cialist in unmeasured terms. In the next place, 
either by a blunder or an accident the operation 
was not successful and that loft me in a much 
worse condition than before ,a condition for 
which there was no remedy and which made it im- 
possible that I should ever again have anything 
like good health. I was kept at the hospital 
for a much longer time than I had been assured 
would be necessary and after my return home I 
was confined to ray bed for a number of weeks, and 
although I compelled myself to resume my neces- 
sary work, the rest of that year and several suc- 
ceeding years were dragged through in a state of 
wretchedness of body and mind that cannot be de- 
scribed or imagined. And, judged by the ordinary 
standards of health,I have never known a really 
well day since the operation was performed. 

Ify official work in 1092 did not differ mate- 
ri.lly from that which I performed in 1891, nor x 
was it less appreciated by the general public in 
km latter year if one might judge &£. it from 
what was said of it at times in the columns of 
the newspapers or by people in their public or 
private utterances, some of which came to my 
ears. Januaryll, 1892, the Kalamazoo Telegraph 
contained an editoeial of which the following is 
a part: 

"The Telegraph doubtless voices the sentiment 
of ail decent citizens in applauding Judge Buck 
for the summary and courageous manner in which 
he invariably deals with criminals , great and 
small. The safety of the public demands just 



such treatment. Justice to evil doers is the 
full penalty prescribed by lav— nothing less." 

And the sane paper in its issue of June 1, 
1892, in an account of an interview with Chief 
Justice Morse of the supreme Court of Michigan, 
said: 

"He suoke of Judge Buck in high terns, saying 
that he believed him to be one of the best cir- 
cuit judges in Michigan," 

And in an editorial item of date July 30.1892. 
the Telegraph said, in part: 

"Judge George M. i^uck is judge of the circuit 
court and aims to pronounce sentences with abso- 
lute justice. He 3tand3 very high as a member 
of the bar, and being a G-.A.R. man himself ,has 
great love for the old scld.isr. As an orator he 
is earnest and eloquent." 

In Van BPrea county the excitement over the 
enforcement of the local option law had wholly 
subsided and ti-i.ou.gh I had made many enemies a- 
mong the people opposed to prohibition and who 
remained my enemies al ays thereafter, the great 
Sale cf the people of that count;,; not only'ap- 
proved my course, but were enthusiastic in their 
praises of it . 

I kept wholly aloof from politics in the cam- 
paign of 1892 and took no part in it in an# way 
excopt to contribute rather liberally to the re- 
publican campaign fund. Sarly in the year a 
movement -.vac. quietly put on foot tliroughout the \ 
congressional district in which I lived, to m-'ike 
me the candidate of the party for the office of \ 
Representative in Congress at the election to be 
held in the fall of that year. It came to ts$sajl, ' 
ears in confidence but I thought little of ±t^,^n 
even after the following had appeared in a Kala-' 
mazoo county newspaper of date March 12,1892. 

"Many friends of -Ion. Ceo ,lT.."5uck are talking 
about him for Congress. We think he'd make a xh 
good representative, and would be glad to see him 
elected." 

But not long after the date of that article I 
war-, waited upon by a d 1 jgation of representa- 
tive republicans from the several counties of 
the district with the proposition that I permit 



ay name to "be used in connection with the office 
and with the assurance that there would be no 
difficulty in my "being nominated without my do- 
ing more than cons ent to the use of my name. And 
I knew that the men who made this proposal not 
only meant what they said but tliat they were in 
a position to make their words good with almost 
absolute certainty. 

But while I expressed my appreciation of the 
compliment paid me and my gratitude to those who 
offered it t I explained my views and my reasons 
for declining the honor in such a way that when V 
my callers took their leave they went a"ay,dis* • 
appointed it is true, but with as friendly feel- I 
ing towards me as they had when they came. It 
would take too much time and apace to give here 
even a brief statement of the reasons I urged 
for declining the off ice, but the chief one — and 
indeed every one to some extent — was ohat I was 
much better off as I was than I could possiblv 
be were I to accept the office of Representative 
in Congress. 

There were some considerations moving me to 
make this declination that I did not mention to 
my visitors, but which "/ere more potent with me 
than were those which I gave. One was the fact 
that my entry into the field would disturb the 
party harmony and perhaps alienate from me some 
of my friends who were also the warm political 
friends of the teen incumbent of the office. And 
another consider at ion ,xapa , hich was stronger 
than any of the others, was that I did not want 
the office under any circumstances. As I think 
that I have stated in an earlier chapter of this 
work, I had never any desire for legislative hon- 
ors or to perform legislative duties, but ray lik- 
ing was always for legal and judicial work. And 
I have always been glad that I had sufficient 
wisdom and firmness to decide as I did on the 
occasion which has just be .-n mentioned. The 
honor of being a representative in congress is 
one not to be despised, but had I accepted and 
received it I should have been compelled to pay 
quite too large a price for it in the uncongen- 
ial work I should have been compelled to do. 
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I did not make half as many addresses in 1892 
as I did in the year next preceding, the chief 
reason for this Toeing the condition of my health 
in the latter portion of the year. Of my Memo* 
rial Day address at Paw Par; the correspondent of 
a Detroit newspaper said: 

"The feature of the occasion was the address 
by Judge George M. Buck, one of the very "best ev- 
er delivered here and listened to "by a vast au- 
dience." 

And one of the local papn s had this account 
of it: 

"Scarcely had Judge B.ck commenced his address 
when the ever reader rain drops began their daily 
patter, and those not provided with umbrellas 
were compelled to beat a hasty retreat, so that 
the crowd did not retain its usual proportions. 
But the Judge showed the sturdy persistence of 
the veteran that he is, and continued with such 
energy as kept the majority of his umbrella- can- 
opied audience in their s ats throughout the 
mild showers that prevailed most of the time. He 
s oke without manuscript and with a thorough 
knowledge of his subject gained by three years 
of active service in the field * * e *. 
He paid an eloquent tribute to the soldier boys 
* * * *and showed that no material moist- 
ure could dampen the ardor of his patriotism." 

I was selected by the Board of Education of 
Kalamazoo to make the address at the High School 
exercises which v/ere held at the Acad amy of Mu- 
sic in June, 1892, and were attended by as many as 
could find entrance to the building. An account 
of the exercises appears on pages 49 and 50 of 
volume 2 of "Personal Mention," while my address 
is preserved on pages 271 to 295 of my "Unpub- 
lished Addresses." This address was marred by 
being read from manuscript ,but with an audience 
made up very largely of students and educators I 
did not think it wise to risk the verbal slips 
and little inaccuracies which are almost insep- 
erable from extemporaneous speaking, and so I - 
preferred accuracy to effect. 

I also d livered an address on the occasion of 
the installation of an American Blag —which I 
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had "been largely instrumental in procuring — in 
the First M.E. church of Kalamazoo., July 3,1892. I 
was engaged to deliver the oration at the Kala- 
mazoo 0ounty Pioneer Re-union held in the month 
of August ,1892, but was obliged to cancel the en- 
gagement ©n account of my health, I recovered 
sufficiently,however ,to make a brief address at 
the dedication of the post room of Orcutt Post, 
G,A.R,,in September , being taken to the post room 
in a carriage and carried home immediately after 
I had finished speaking. The Kalamazoo Tele- 
graph in its acc unt of the ceremonies said: 

"Judge G .11. Buck was called on for an address 
of welcome and responded in his usual eloquent 
manner. It was a great pleasure to Ms many 
friends both in and out of the post to see him 
again, it having been some time since he was able 
to be present on such an occasion. He was not s. 
able to remain after Ms speech." This was fol- 
lowed by an alleged abstract of my address, made 
up of disconnected scraps(many of them more or 3L 
less ccK SdSasH inaccurate) and giving no intelli- 
gent ide a of what I actually said. The Kalama- 
zoo Gazette also had a report of the proceedings 
and of my part therein, which, like that of the 
Telegraph," as written in a most friend! spirit, 
but which was of the same order as that of the 
Telegraph and fully as inaccurate. Both these 
accounts may be found on page 51, volume 2 of 
"Personal Mention." 

I also made $ short address to the boys of the 
17th Michigan Infantry at their reunion at Kala- 
mazoo in Sept ember, 1892. I was also invited and 
accepted the invitation to deliver the oration 
at the Columbus Day exercises at L-outh Haven in 
October ,1892. In announcing my acceptance one 
of the South Haven newspapers said: 

"Judge Buck of Kalamazoo , who has heretofore 
de ighted South Haven people with his eloquence, 
has consented to make the address of the after- 
noon, * * * *." 

I fulfilled my promise but- found that my phys- 
ical and mental condition was such that my ad- 
dress fell much below my usual efforts. I was 
not able to attend the re-union of my regiment 



i: the autumn of 1892, and thus escaped doing any 
talking on that occasion. I did, however, consent 
to speak at the banquet of the Kalamasoo Game 
Protective Association in ITovember. 

My published writings in 1892 were confined to 
accounts of the University Extension movement in 
Kalamazoo, and are found on pages 29 and 30 of -ran 
volume 1 of my "Writings." 

In educational natters my activities were very 
similar to those of former years ,with the addi- 
tional work of assisting prominently in the or- 
g nization of a University Extension movement in 
January, 1892, and acting as its President. An 
account of the organization is given on pages 47 
and 48 of volume 2 of "Personal Mention." The 
organization was quite successful during that 
season, having a course of lectures on history by 
Frofes.or Hudson of the Unive sity of Michigan, 
and a cours . of lectures on astronomy by Assiat- 
ant Professor Hus3ey of the same institution. 
Had I retained my health it is more than proba- 
ble t]iat the movement would have continued dur- 
ing succeeding years. But the failure of my 
health m.dAe it out of the question for me to do 
the work necessary to continue the organization, 
and as no one el3e seemed to be both competent 
and willing to undertake it nothing more, was 
done about it after that year. In spite of my 
ill he ath, however , I continued to visit the pub- 
lic schools as before, during the seasons when 
they were in session. 

In religious affairs my work was substantially 
the same in 1892 as in preceding years, except 
that I gave less time to county Sunday school 
organization work,partl3r because of my health 
and partly because of the demands on my time and 
attention by my Sunday school class. I was re- 
elected President of the County Bible Society 
and continued to act as a director of the Young 
Men's Christian Association. 

Financially I did not gain as much in 1892 as 
in the preceding year,and for reasons that were 
very manifest. My income suffered no decided 
diminution but my expenses were largely increas- 
ed, the main item of increase being the large 



sums I had to pay at the hospital and for the wm 
operation and for medical attendance and treat- 
ment following the same. And this was hut the 
beginning of the financial demends on me , amount- 
ing in the aggregate to many thousands of dol- 
lars ,within the next fifteen or more years, that 
I had to meet, for doctor* s services , besides the 
wrecking of my health and the destruction of my 
prospects in life, and all because of bad advice | 
given me by conscienceless doctors. Another in- 
creased item of expense in 1892, was occasioned 3d: 
by my contributing a considerable sum to the ex- 
penses of the political campaign of that year. 

The beginning of the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-three found me in bed ill, and that condi- 
tion predominated more or less during the entire 
year. Without being in any way recovered of 
this attack of illness I left my bed on the 3d 
day of January, 189 3, and went to Lajising on the 
4th. But it soon became evident that my health 
had declined into a condition of chronic nervous 
debility amounting to neurasthenia and approach- 
ing melancholia, greatly diminishing my physical 
strength and making me constantly a prey to a 
feeling of inexpressible sadness and gloom and 
filling my mind with dark and mournful forebod- 
ings. And in this state I lived, or rather exist-i 
ed , for nearly t wenty of the s\icceeriing years, 
never~~f eeling eVelTTaeasurably~well or vigorous 
physic ally, and never for a moment wholly free 
from mental depr -ssion. I hope to avoid enlarg- 
ing on this fact as this narrative progresses, 
and shall try to avoid as much as is reasonably 
possible even mentioning it .but it should be un- 
derstood in all that is written concerning my 
life in 1893 and during all the years following. 

In the early part of 1893, however , I went about 
my work, holding court and doing other things that} 
c~>me in my way to do, until on Memorial Day when 
there came a decided change in my condition for 
the worse, so that after trying vainly for some 
time to continue my work, I had to take to my bed 
on June 11, with a decided case of nervous pros- 
tration, and did not leave my bed again until af- 
ter the middle of July. On the 25tfc of that 



monthJE vent to Bay Vie7/,on Little Traverse Bay, 
where I remained for about sis weeks ,but derived 
very little benefit from the stay there. I re- 
turned home early in September because it was hec 
necessary tliat I 3hould do so in order to hold 
the terms of court at the times appointed. 

Before going to Bay View in Ju±y I held court 
at Paw Paw for a day and the Paw Paw 2 rue lior- 
thener made thiB mention of the fact: 

M Lav/yer3, court of ficials ,and indeed every one, 
was glad to see Judge cir. on <;li; bench again 
Monday morning and to know that he is in a fair 
way. to complete recovery after hisjsevere illness: 
The judge was not able to do ranch "business , but 
he disposed of some matters which were of pres- 
sing importance and adjourned court until August 
24th, and infche mean time will go to northern 
Michigan and take the rest he needs and deserves. 
We believe the invigorating air of the north 
will be just the medicine he needs. V-liile the 
lawyers do not always agree with the judge's de- 
cisions—as from the nature of the case is not 
to be expected— his bearing is uniformly so 
courteous and gentlemanly that he enjoys the 
friendship of them all, and they especially will 
be most happy to see him restored to health and 
vigor, and hope that he may be spared to many 
years of usefulness." 

ISy official work during 1893 differed in very X 
few respects from that of preceding years. On 
the 30th of January ,189 3,1 ordered an adjourn- 
ment of the court on account of the death and 
funeral of Hon. James G. Blaine , accompanying 
this order with a brief address to the bar and 
the jury, which may be found on page 53 of Vol.2 
of "Personal Mention," and on page 31, Vol, l,of 
ray "Writings." In December I was present and 
took part in the organisation of a permanent as- 
sociation of the Uuprarae and Circuit Judges of 
Michigan at Lansing, and was appointed one of a 
committee to formulate a plan for the organiza- 
tion. which was done, the organization effected 
and the same has continued until this day. 

Politically the year 1893 was an important 
year tw me as at the spring election of tJiat 



year occurred the choice of the circuit judges 
throughout the State of Ui chi san , under the conn ' 
stitution and la~-s of the State. I had unques- 
tionably earned the rl^it to a renoraination and 
re-election without opposition, and not only the 
bar of the circuit with practical unanimity, but 
very many of the democratic laymen favored my 
endorsement b?- the democrats as well as the re- 
publicans for the office. At no time did I put 
forth the 3li htcst effort to aaoure a renemina- 
t ion, nor did my friends take any steps in that 
direction, "^thout any suggest ion from any one, 
the newspapers of the district began to discuss 
the matter of my renoraination early in the year, 
the Paw Paw T ue JTorthenen fay bitterest oppo- 
nent six years before, and edited in 1.393 by 
Judge Mills) leading off January 11, 1893, with an 
editorial endorsement from which the following 
is taken: 

"Judge Buck has met the responsibilities of 
his office with rare ability and dignity. He 
has been most courteous and kind in Ms rela- 
tions to the gentlemen of the bar ; impartial, ju- 
dicious and expeditious in the dispatch of busi- 
ness, and, in the administration of the criminal 
la ,has tempered justice vita nercy. 

"The HortJiener most sincerely congratulates 
Judge Buck upon the very fine record he has 
made, and bespeaks for him not only a renomina- 
ticn by acclamation, but a practically unanimous 
election." 

Cn the next day the Kalamazoo Telegraph fol- 
lowed In this fashion: 

"The Telegraph heartily and unreservedly en- 
dorses Judge Buck and recommends his renomina- 
tion and re-election. Judge ."Duck is not only a 
courteous and high-minded gentleman, but an ad- 
mirable judge, whose record will bear close scru- 
tinj^and whose popularity will bear the most se- 1 
vere test. For the faithful performance of of- 
ficial duties Judge Buck is entitled to another 
term and will undoubtedly get- it." 

The South Haven Sentinel copied the the Tele- 
graph editorial in full and added: 
■There is no necessity for us to add anything 



to the above. The mere announcement that th« 
Judge will accept the nomination ought to "be 
sufficient for the republicans to award it to 
him, " 

The Decatur Republican — that also opposed my 
nomination in 1887 — had this to saytin part: 

"The Judge has made a record whilt on the 
bench that is highly satisfactory to his con- 
stituents and which may well be a just source of 
pride to himself. The Republican predicts that 
he will be renominated by acclamation and re- 
elected by a handsome majority. u 

And in a later issue of the same paper the 
following appeared: 

"It is probable that no other name than that 
of George M. Buck will come before the judicial 
convention next Wednesday for the nomination for 
circuit judge, and that he will be the unanimous 
nominee of the convention. Certainly no batter 
nomination could be made. even though there were 
a large field of candidates from whom to make a 
choice 

And ±21 the Kalamazoo Gazette, the leading organ 
of the democratic party, not only in Kalamazoo 
county but in south-western Michigan, contained 
this editorial in its issue of February 18,1893: 

"The Kent county democratic committee have 
recommended that the part?/ endorse Circuit Judge 
Groves, who is a republican, The Gazette can see 
no reason why the democrats of Kalamazoo and Van 
Bur en counties should make a nomination in oppo- 
sition to Geo.M.Buck this spring. He has shown 
eminent fitness for the position and has had the 
experience of one term." 

And this suggestion would doubtless have been 
followed had it not been that a Kalamazoo law- 
yer, one Volney H. Lockwocd,had become obsessed 
by the wish to become circuit judge and the be- 
lief that on account of the bitter antagonism ,§f 
the liquor el omen t in both Kalama: oo and Van Bu- 
ren counties he could be elected to the office. 
He therefore actively and personally engaged in 
a determined effort to secure the nomination. 

The republican county convention for Kalamazoo 
county met on the 18th day of February ,1893, and 



among other proceedings adopted the following 
preamble and resolutions: 

"V/here as, During the past six years the office ) 
of circuit judge has been filled to the great 
satisfaction of not only the republicans of this 
judicial circuit but to the entire body of citi- 
zens residing in this circuit, and has reflected 
credit not only upon the incumbent himself but 
upon the bench over which he has had the honor 
to preside, and by his signal ability, his uniform 
courtesy and fairness between litigants and his 
conscientious regard for the trust imposed, the 
Hon. George M. Buck has corjmended himself to the 
people generally of this district as a high- 
minded and honorable jurist in every sense; 

"Therefore be it resolved , That we, the delegates 
to this convention, most heartily endorse the re- 
nomination of the Hon. George M. Buck as his own 
successor for the office of circuit judge of the 
9th judicial circuit." 

The republican judicial district convention 
as held at Paw Paw on the first day of March, 
1893, and unanimously adopted the following pre- 
amble and resolutions , no name except mine being 
mentioned for the nomination: 

"Whereas, This judicial circuit during tha past 
judicial term has been favored in having for its 
judge a gentleman whose honor and integrity are 
unimpeached and unimpeachable , whose legal learn- 
ing and ability are of the highest order, at 
whose hands the people of tliis circuit have re- 
ceived exact and even-handed justice, and whose 
record is second to that of no other circuit 
judge in the state of Michigan: 

"Resolved , That as a testimonial of our appre- 
ciation of the services of Hon. George M. Buck 
on the bench of this circuit, and as a mark of 
well-deserved honor, he be unanimously renominat- 
ed by this convention to the high office he now 
holds, the duties of which he lias so faithfully 
and impartially discharged. 

"Re solved, That this convent ion, chosen to rep- 
resent the sentiments and wishes of the republi- 
cans of this judicial circuit .feels itself hon- 
ored in saying to an able official: •Well done, 
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good and faithful servant.' 

"Resolved ,That we hereby pledge the republi- 
cans of the 9th judicial circuit of Michigan to 
a most hearty and generous support of the unan- 
imous nominee of this convention. * 

The following comments on my renomination were 
made by the journals named. 

By the Detroit Evening Hews: 

"Judge Buek has given general satisfaction 
during his service on the "bench. He is a man of 
scholarly tafetes and is considered an excellent 
lawyer. He is a native of Bew York and is now 
52 years of age. In 18G1 he "began to read law, 
but threw Ms Blackstone away early in 1862 to 
join the Union army. After the war he was ad- 
mitted to the bar and became the partner of 
Charles S. May, of Kalamazoo. He has since then 
served as circuit court commissioner , prosecuting 
attorney, United States commissioner, probate 
judge and circuit judge. In politics he is a 
republic an, alt hough not a bitter partisan. Judge 
Buck is the father of 'Kitty Care./* whose letters 
to The News have been widely praised." 

By the Detroit Tribune: 

"Paw Paw, Mich. , Special, March 1. — At the repub- 
lican judicial convention held here today Honor- 
able George M. Buck ©f Kalamazoo was unanimously 
renominated for circuit judge. Judge Buck has 
an excellent record as an attorney , soldier and 
judge." 

By the South Haven Messenger: 

"Hon. Geo. M. Buck was unanimously renominated 
to succeed himself as judge of this district, at 
Paw Paw last Wednesday. It is as expected and 
as it should be. If he shall serve the ends of 
justice as well during the time for which he is 
now sure of being elected, he will deserve the 
third term as well." 

By the Kalamazoo Telegraph: 

"The renomination of Hon. George M. Buck by 
acclamation by the republican convention of the 
9th judicial district was a deserved honor. 
Judge Buck is not only a high minded gentleman 
and a public spirited citizen but he has presid- 
ed over the courts of this district with eminent 
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fairness and ability. His decisions have "been 
models of clearness and legal perspicuity. Pos- 
sessing a judicial mind lie is well qualified "by 
temperament and education for the position he 
has occupied with so much credit to himself and 
this county during the past five years. Justice 
tempered with mercy is meted out in his court 
and none who have an honest cause need fear to 
go before him. His uniform courtesy has won for 
him the esteem of the members of the bar in this 
circuit and in Kalamazoo where he is best known 
he bears an enviable reputation. The re-elec- 
tion of Judge Buck is as.urad beyond a doubt for 
he is equally liked and esteemed in Van Buren 
county. His ability and integrity command the x 
respect of all political parties. " 
By the South Haven Sentinel: 

"Judge George M. Buck has be en again nominated 
by the republicans for the position of circuit 
judge, and that party presents him to the people 
With a set of resolutions endorsing his ability, 
of which even our friend Buck has a perfect 
right to be proud." 

By the Paw Paw True Uorthener: 

"It must be a source of gratification and 
pride to Hon. George M. Buck, as well as to his 
many f lends, that his renomination should have 
be«n made by acclamation and in such a handsome 
and complimentary manner. 

"It is also a great satisfaction to the people 
of the Hinth Judicial Circuit that their Judge 
should have proved himself worthy of so great an 
honor, and it is matter of congratulation and fa- 
vor hie mention that at the time the convention 
was held Judge Buck was busily engaged in the 
active discharge of his duty , pre siding at the 
trial of causes in the Circuit Court for the 
County of Kalamazoo , apparently as unconcerned sc&C 
about what the result of the convention might be 
as if he had no special interest in it. 

"It is doubtful whether a candidate will be 
nominated to contest Judge Buck's re-election. 
Inde d the leading Democrat paper of the circuit 
suggested some weeks since the endorsement of 
his candidacy. In any event it is as certain as 
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election day is to coiae that Judge Buck will re- 
ceive, through the vote of the people, an endorse- 
ment which will signifv their appreciation of 
his faithful and meritorious services in a most 
substantial and unanimous manner." 

By the Hartford Day Spring: 

"The renomination of Hon. Geo.M.Buck as Cir- 
cuit Judge , as something more than a formal com- 
pliment. It was an endorsement of an upright 
Judge that will he ratified "by the voters of Van 
Buren and Kalamazoo counties almost without re- 
gard to party, for he ha3 not be in in any sense a 
partisan judge. H 

The judicial convention of the democrats was 
also held in Paw Paw and when it assembled an 
informal oaucus showed that the dele gates from 
Kalamazoo county were unaniuously in favor of 
endorsing my candidacy , and of the delegates from 
Van Buren county these who were members of the 
bar and one or two of the laymen also favored 
making no nomination in opposition to me. But a 
large part of the Van Buren county delegation, 
who had been chosen in the interest of llr. Lock- 
wood and of the former saloon keepers in that 
count}', insisted that a nomination should be made 
and declared that if this -were not done those 
whose interests they represented would remain a- 
way from the polls on election day and to that 
extent weaken the democratic State ticket. In- 
fluenced by this threat the convention put Lock- 
•70 od in nomination although he was knovm to be 
wholly unqualified for the position and would 
never have been nominated in preference to other 
and vastly abler members of the democratic party 
had the democrats believed— as they did six 
years before— that there was any likelihood of 
electing their candidate over me. 

A very few of ray friends in each of the two 
counties of the district took care of my inter- 
ests during the campaign. Lockwood having been 
nominated by the democrats , the members of that 
party and the d ■ . tocratic ne ..-papers considered 
it to be incumbent on them to support his can- 
didacy and did so , and the liquor inter© eta in 
both counties were lavish in their efforts and 



in the use of money to d feat me. On the ether 
hand the republican and neutral newspapers both 
within and without the district ,g've me a most 
loyal support, as is shown by the following" arti- 
cles or extracts copied from their columns. The 
Dov/agiac Republican of March 9, 1893, said: 

"Judge .Buck was renominated by the republic ns 
at Paw Paw last week f r the circuit judgeship 
of the Van Buren and Kalamazoo district. Mr. 
Buck has the reputation of being fair and impar- 
tial, and Ms legal abilities are of a high orderi. 
He d serves the suffrages of the people of that 
circuit , republic ans and democrats alike." 

The Hartford Day Spring ef March 24 ,1893, said: 

"In the election of a circuit judge this 
spring the material interests of the people are 
so involved that it is a question that should be 
given the most careful consideration by the vot- 
ers in this judicial circuit. In advocating the 
re-election of Hon. Judge Buck for this respon- 
sible position,we believe we are urging that 
which is of greatest importance to every one. 
Judge Buck has not only given the office an ad- 
ded dignity, but lias shown such a careful consid- 
eration for the interests of all that have had 
business to do in his court ,that he has won the 
most sincere friendship of the members of the 
bar and of all he lias come in contact with. Mot 
only this, but he has by his quick and decisive 
judgment so expedited the business of the cir- 
cuit court that the terms have continually grown 
shorter,v;hich f as the courts are the cause of a 
large proportion of the county taxes, appeals di- 
rectly to the pockets of the voters, and at the 
3 >me time his d c is ions have been such as to 
.stand the scrutiny of the supreme court in more 
than ordinary proportion. Fe greatly mistake 
the temper of Van Bur en county voters if they do 
not , regardless of party lines,endorse the excel- 
lent record of Judge Buck, by his almost unanim- 
ous re-election." 

The Paw Paw True horthener of March 29,1893, 
contained an editorial of which the following is 
a part: 

"It is generally conceded that Judge Buck has 



proved himself to be an upright , impartial and 
able jurist; and his merits ought to be regarded 
at the polls by such a majority as shall, in a bhx 
moat conpliioantary manner f express ,what is un- 
doubtedly the fooling entertained m the people 
of his circuit .that his services have been most 
acceptable. * « livery lawyer in 

his circuit has become acquainted with his meth- 
ods and the rules which govern the practice in 
the courts over vMch he presides. Thay are 
satisfied with his course, both as a man and a 
judge; and, it may be said, arc unanimously in fa- 
vor, of his re-election." 

The South Haven Messenger of March 31 ,1093, had 
the following: 

"In this part of the ninth judicial district 
there is little use o: atguing for the re-elec- 
tion of Judge Buck. ::o eminently satisfactory 
has hi3 course been,sc much confid nee have peo- 
ple learned to place in his judicial integrity 
and fairness, so favorably has he impressed those 
who have come in contact with him personally, 
that it seems lmost an impossibility that any 
candidate, even tliough he be a very good one, 
could stand against him. * * * * n 

And the Bangor Advance of the date last men- 
tioned, after alluding to the fact that that pa- 
per was not favorable to my nomination in 1887, 
s aid : 

"But time has shown that the people made no 
mistake in their selection, and today we do not 
believe there is one man who supported Judge 
Buck at that time alio dees, or ever has for a mo- 
ment , regretted that action. On the contrary, 
thousands in these two counties, \;ho did not then 
give Mm their support , now speak in the highest 
terras of the mariner Judge Buck lias presided over 
a tribunal the most important of any to the peo- 
ple of thi3 district. Although a candidate of a 
political party ,.io question of partisanism can 
be raised against this official, Ininently fair 
in all things; courageous and just; true to Ms 
convictions ; knowing neither party, f ienel or foe; 
honorable in all his d _ lings, the majority for 
hi3 retention should surprise even his friends. " 



And the Bangor Reflector of the same date said 
in part: 

"There is no question but that Judge Buck is 
in every way better qualified for the duties of 
the office he now holds than any other candid- 
ate. His re-election by an overwhelming vote 
will be an endors ement of honesty, f idelity ,up- 
rightness, integrity and judicial fairness. Any 
one who knows George M. Buck either as a soldier, 
a citizen, a lawyer or a judge will endorse every 
word of the above and seal the verdict with a 
vote at the polls next llonday. 8 

A significant fact in connection with the 
foregoing articles from the Van Buren newspapers 
was tloat nearly all these papers were really 
neutral in politics and their support of me was 
without even a request from any source. 

The election was held on the third day of A- 
pril ,1893, and the result of the vote on Circuit 
Judge was as follows: In Kalamazoo county I re- 
ceived 3458 votes jLockwood, 2491 ;my majority 967. 
In V.in Bur en county I received 2627 votes, Lock- 
wood 1334 ;my majority 1293. Total of votes cast 
for me 6035, for Lock.vood 382e;my majority 2260. 
This was a decided reduction in the majority I 
received as compared with that given me in 1887, 
but a comparison of the votes given at the tv/o 
elections shows that the decrease in my majority 
was due in no snail degree to the decrease in 
the total vote cast at the election in 1893 as 
compared with the total vote in 1887. And, as 
has be jn stated, in 1887 I received almost the 
entire vote of the labor party, while there was 
no such organization in 1893. And a comparison 
of the vote given me in 1893 with that cast for 
other candidates on the same ticket , shows that I 
ran far ahead of my ticket , receiving a much lar- 
ger majority in each county over the combined 
opposition than the plurality given any other 
candidate. 

Of my re-election the Pa.; Paw True horthener 
said: 

"Judge Buck was, as we predicted, re-elected by 
an overwhelming majority. This is as it should 
be and but a just tribute and recognition of his 
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faithful and meritorious services. we congrat- 
ulate the Judge, and predict for him a career of 
increased usefulness and honor a Die s rviGe." 

The Kalamazoo Telegraph referred to the major- 
ity given me as "a handsome compliment to an 
able man," and the Sunday School Advance — pub- 
lished at Detroit — s-id: 

"Hon. George M. Buck has just been re-elected 
judge of the Kalamazoo district by 2,000 majori- 
ty. A christian judge and Sunday-school worker 
is not to be found in all these counties, but 
Judge Buck is one and a c;°od one.* 1 

I took no part whatever in the c-uapaign for my 
re-nomination and re-election, not even to the 
extent of writing a letter to any one or of be- 
ing present when any one of the conventions was 
in session. -ut I did mix in politics in 1893 il 
to the extent of going to Lansing en the 4th of 
January in the interest of i enator Stockbridge 
who was a candidate for re-election. Some oppo- 
sition to him having developed in the legisla- 
ture , although he was entitled to a renomination 
and re-election as a matter of course, I went to 
Lansing to do what I could to persuade a few of 
the members of the legislature whom I knew (and 
who se ,med to be disposed to favor Governor Luce 
for the Senate) to vote for Stockbridge instead. 
I do not think that I accomplished anything ex- 
cept to show my gratitude to and good will for 
the Senator , but , happily , he was renominated in 
the caucus and, of course , r eelected. 

0 ing to my ill health I did not deliver as 
many addresses in 1893 as I did in the preceding 
year. One of the earliest in 1893 was at a G.A. 
R. banquet at Lawton in January. Another was at 
a G.A.R. banquet at Kalamazoo , February 15, of 
which the Kalamazoo Telegraph said; in part: 

"Judge George I,!. Buck spoke on the subject 
•Three Days* Rations and Forty Rounds 1 and never 
did a man moke a happier hit . The Judge suc- 
ceeded in delightfully entertaining his hearers 
and the stories he told were marvelous and 
true •**».* 

March 19,1893 I a xle one of the addresses at a 
re-u ion of the Methodist ;. unday Schools of Kal- 



amazoo,and in the evening of the same day I was 
one of the speakers at a platform meeting at the 
First U, 5. Church of Kalamazoo on the occasion 
of a visit by Bishop ITinde. According to the 
program there were to he four addresses — one hy 
the Bishop, one each by two ministers and one by 
me . Bat at the last moment the two ministers 
excused t hems Ives from speaking, leaving me as 
the only speaker besides the Bishop. The Daily 
Telegraph closed a most inaccurate and tame re- 
port of my address by saying: 

"Judge Buck made a very fine address and his 
description of a certain time before a charge in 
the late war was realistic in the extreme and 
doubtless carried any old soldiers present back 
to the scenes of battle and carnage. Judge Buck 
is one of the best all routid speakers in the 
city and his eloquence has graced many a theme. 0 

On the_29th of March, 1893, I made an address to 
the Van Bur en county sunday school convention on 
the subject assigned me, tt Pat riot ism and the Sun- 
day School." The convention was largely attend- 
ed and my talk seemed to please those to whom it 
was addressed. It was very favorably mentioned 
by the local press, but I did not take pains to 
preserve any of the published articles concern- 
ing it. 

As has been stated, I delivered the Memorial 
Bay oration at Union City in Branch county. The 
day was nb£ a rainy one, as had been the case in 
almost every instance for several preceding 
years, but was very uncomfortably hot, and as no 
seats or shelter from the sun had been provided 
for the immense number who were present, I had to 
speak to a most uncomfortable crowd. But hardly 
a person left during all the time I was speak- 
ing. Of my address the Union City Register said: 
in part: 

"The address by Judge Buck of Kalamazoo was 
one of the best if not the best over given on an 
occasion of this kind in Union City. Notwith- 
standing the uncomf rtable position in which his 
audience found themselves, yet so thoroughly were 
they interested in what the learned gentleman 
was saying that they maintained the closest at- 
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And the Coldv/ater Republican, edited by one of 
my Grand Army friendB,gave the following account 
of my oration: 

"The oration by Hon. Geo. It. Buck was an elo- 
quent and masterly effort. The Judge .himself 
for three years of the bloody conflict a private 
soldier in Go. C 20th Michigan Infant ry , spoke £ci 
from a personal experience that gave to his 
words a stern realism that no jugglery of lan- 
guage , however skillfully used, could give. He, 
held the large crowd spell- bound for an hour/and 
many times nearly all were in tears. 

"Judge Buck, our orator, is the father of bright 
Kitty Car ew, the spicy Ann Arbor coneespondont of 
the Detroit Evening flews. It is easy to see 
where she gets her marvelous powers of descrip- 
tion." 

The state of my health during the remainder of 
the year prevented me from making any attempt at 
public speaking, although I had a great many in- 
vitations. 

It ,ould not be altogether correct to say that 
I wrote anything for publication in 1893, al- 
though several published articles from my pen 
appear on pages 30 to 33 of volume 1 of my 
•"Y/ritings." But these articles consist of ay 
announcement to the bar and jury of the reason 
for adjourning court on the day of the obsequies 
of Hon. James G. Blaine, and of opinions in vari- 
ous cases decided by me. hone of these were in- 
tended for publication but were furnished the 
newspapers by the clerks of the courts, by re- 
quest, as items of news. 

Notwithstanding the deplorable condition of my 
health during the whole of 1893,1 kept up to 
some extent my custom of visiting the public 
schools and other like institutions. I cannot 
remember \ hen I was first elected or appointed 
one of the trustees of Albion College, but T have 
an impression that I was first chosen in 1892 or 
1893 to fill a vacancy; and the fact that I m n- 
utcd in my diary that I attended meetings of the 
trustees February 2 and Hovember 14, 1893, shows 
that I must have been elected or appointed be- 



fore the former date. The condition of my 
health would account for my not attending the 
annual meeting of the trustees in June 1893. 

My continued ill he ath made it necessary for 
me to Give Up teaching in Sunday school at some 
time in June 1093, and if I remember correctly I 
did not again attempt to take any part in Sunday 
School work for a year or two. Otherwise I en- 
gaged in religious work — when not confined to ±hi 
the house — the same as in former years. While I 
was absent from Kalamazoo the following action 
was taken by the Quarterly Conference of the 
First M. E. Church: 

"At the Fourth Quarterly Conference of the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Kalamazoo, 
the following preamble and r --solution was adopt- 
ed by a unanimous vote, August 21,1893. 

'""hereas our dear brother, Hon. George H.Buck, 
is absent f -om the services of the church and we 
miss him from our councils, on account of ill- 
ness ; Therefore, Resolved, That we extend to him 
our sense of our high appreciation of him as a 
man and brother and the hope that his illness 
may be only temporary and that he may be speedi- 
ly restored to his accustomed health. B 

?.3y receipts for 1893 did not greatly differ 
from those, during a 'ew of the years preceding, 
although the amount received for legal s e rvices 
had diminished year by year until in 1893 it had 
become practically negligible. But my having to 
pay nearly six hundred dollars as expenses of 
the campaign for my re-election, made my expend- 
itures for the year exceed my income by about 
two hundred dollars. This, with the shrinkage in 
value of 3ome of my holdings ,r educed the apparent 
value of my accumulations from over .'317,500.00 at 
the close of 1892 to a little more thai toE^&SSQBt 
316,600.00 at the end of 1893. 

During the year eighteen hundred and ninety- 
four ray health was. on the whole -somowliat better 
than in 1893, but at no time in the whole of that 
year could I have been described as being in e- 
ven reasonably good health. And as I hope that 
in the subsequent pages of this book I shall not 
feel obliged to do more than refer to times when 
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my condition of health was worse than it was or- 
dinarily,! ill s -y here, once for all, that at no 
tine from the latter part of May ,1893 to the 
close of thi3 na rativc did I enjoy even tolera- 
bly good health. I \/as at all ti:.;es within the 
shadow that envelops one who never feels at all 
well,was alwaya conscious by day and y night 
that something was wrong with me, was never for a 
moment free from the gloom and depression of 
spirits that one fools who suffers from great 
nervous weakness. In 1894 I had several attacks 
of decided illness directly traceable to the 
weak condition of my nerves , so me of these at- 
tacks "being sufficiently serious to fiend me to 
bed for days at a time. In addition to this un- 
fortunate condition, I sprained my ankle severely 
in iJovember ,1894, and was obliged to go on 
crutches for several weeks. 

But at no time during the year 1894 was the 
performance of my official duties interrupted or 
delayed by the state of my health. However ill 
I might feel I compelled myself to keep about re- 
work, either on or off the bench, the same as if I 
had been in perfect physical condition. 

Probably the most important of my judicial la- 
bors during the year 1894 was presiding at the 
trial of : tone .all Jackson DeFrance in the Kala- 
mazoo county circuit court in March of that 
year. DePrance v/as one of the most noted for- 
gers of that day, whose operations in various 
parts of the country had enabled Mm to acquire 
a fortune of many thousands of dollars, who was a 
member of a most unscrupulous organization of 
criminals and who up to the tine of his arrest 
for a forgery comiitted in Kalamazoo had be .n 
able to escape justice by means of procuring 
bail which was forfeited, or by manufactured tes- 
timony, or by bribing jurors. 

'..hen the case was brought under my jurisdic- 
tion and to my judicial attention I determined 
that if the jury to be called in the case would 
do their duty I ould do mine* }gy first act in 
the case wa3 to fix the bail of the respondent 
at an amount that was practically prohibitive. 
The counsel for the d ^fondant appealed to the 
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who had some judicial knowledge of the pang to . : 
which DeFranoe belonged .persuaded his associates 
of that court not to interfere with iiy action. 

The trial came on in March, 1894, and attracted 
a great deal of attention not only locally but 
throughout the State and, to some extent f througl» 
out the country. Every day during the trial the 
court room was crowded to its capacity with 
spectators , among whom were representatives of 
the press f om Detroit , Chic -go and other cities 
of the northwest , detectives and other officials 
faoin the name and other places, and others who in 
various ways were interested in matters related 
in some way to the case on trial or in some 
phase or department of criminology. A newspaper 
account of some of the proceedings on the trial 
appears on pages 59 to G2 of Vol. 2 of "Personal 
Kent ion. " 

As soon as the jury had "been sworn I made an 
order that the jurors should "be in charge of an 
officer of the court and not allowed to separate 
or to communicate with any one outside their num- 
ber except by the order or permission of the 
court. This v;as a surprise to everybody and a 
severe hlow to the hopes of the defence, and I 
shall never forget the loch of dismay on the face 
of D ; e Jrajice when I made the announcement . Coun- 
sel ior the defendant protested vigorously but 
to no avail, and it was thus made morally certain 
that the jury v/ould not be tampered with. 

Then the defence was reached on the trial a 
great deal of manufactured testimony was intro- 
duced on the part of the defendant. As a speci- 
men, an eminent minister of the gospel, a doctor 
of divinity ,who was afterwards a professor in 
one of the leading universities of the country, 
went on the witness stand aad testified posi- 
tively to an alleged state of facts which, if 
true, must have acquitted the defendant , but which 
were absolutely and unqualifiedly false. It is 
only just to the reverend gentleman to say that 
it to possible that he may have persuaded him- 
self to believe what he testified to, but in any 
case hie conduct was most culpable in asserting 
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positively the truth of that hlch was wholly 

^JV; A ? other Pj ec ® of manufactured testimony 
was a legal paper the truth of whish wae attest- 
ed by one cr more perjured witnesses. Had it & 
been a genuine document the defendant was entit- 
led to an acquittal. But it was a rank forgery x 
and when the lawyer who drafted it was appre- 

hr^?^^? Ug ?L i ?^ court fro * another State 
W t ^ P l8 J d J? rls P ri ^.lece as an attorney 
but I disallowed the plea. When he still showed 
*ign« of refusing to testier i interposed and in 

?i?} T 0m f "4°**"? 5* ^istakable. language 

intimated to him that he oould take his choice, 
either answer the questions put to Mm or go to 
jail 0216. remain there until he was willing to 
testify. He thereupon surrendered and revealed 
the whole plot under which the paper was forged. 
And Jus testimony went far to overthrow the 
whole scheme of the defence. 

The trial lasted about eighteen days and after 
its close the leading counsel for the defence— a 
very able lawyer f 1 cm another city, whom I had 
known well for several years and to whom I had 
been opposed in a number of cases tried in court 
wnile I was at the bar— took occasion to say to 
me privately that never in the whole course' of 
his practice had he tried a case before a judge 
who wa£(so eminently fair in all his rulings, or 
who had treated counsel on both aides of ss£ the 
case with so much consideration and courtesy as 
I had in that case during the whole progress of 
the trial. In so Baying he was manifestly whol- 
ly sincere and indeed t ere was no possible ob- 
j ct that lie could have had in saying it unless 
he felt that way. 

DeFrance was convicted and was sentenced to 
imprisonment for eleven years out of a possible 
fourteen. His case was taken to the Supreme 
Court but that court approved my rulings in the 
case in all points ,and DePr.ance was compelled to 
serve all but about a year of the time for which 
he was sentenced. He was finally released by 
the order of a governor of Michigan who had no 
respect for the law, or for decency or sobriety 
in public life, whose sympathies were wholly with 



criminals and against morality and decency and 

&i«^ri!; wh ?,*a™ boon governors in ?tlSr 
States, did more than he could decently do to 

? ^ ^if-^ 3 f r ° m the Punishment justly due 
them for their crimes. But DeFrraice came out of 

?™~? £° ?" nd the organisation to which he be- 
longed broken up and most of its members in 
P rison,nearly the whole of his in-got gains 
taken f : om hla and turned over to wliose whom he 
had defrauded and lie left to realize the truth 

ll h^ S f4?!^ t nh f of the transgressor 
is hard." >!hare he went to and what beoame of 
him I never kneufcor cared. But it is certain 
that never since his release has Ms name fig- 
ured in the list of notorious and apparently 
successful criminals in this country. 

Another important case that came before me in 
1894 was a Van Bur en county chancery case in 
which was involved property amounting to some 
hundreds of thousands of dollars and in which 
a great many witnesses were examined and many 
•eeks were consumed in the hearing. I took no 
vacation at any time in 1894 but held court oc- 
casionally in both Kalamazoo and Van Buren coun- 
ties during the entire summer of that year. 

I took no part in politics in 1894 until after 
the election in Uovember and near the close of 
the year,as will be stated hereafter. S .nator 
Stockbridge died in May but I took no part in 
any movement for the appointment of his success- 
or, ar- Mr. Burrows told me on the day of the Sen- 
ator's funeral that he was not an active candid- 
ate for the appointment and was not at all sure 
that he should want the office. And except as a 
member of the republican party I had no interest 
in the election held in November ,1894. 

But soon after — and to some extent bef/ore 
that election— the question of the nomination of 
a republican candidate for the office of Justice 
of the Supreme Court to be elected in the fol- 
lowing April, began to be agitated. Justice Hc- 
Grath,a democrat , had been elected in 1890, to 
f ill a vacancy, but as the election in 1894 showed 
Michigan to be republican by a large majority, 
some of my political and legal f lends proposed 



t at I should become a candidate for the repub- 
lican nomination for the office. I did not de- 
cide the ma'ter hastily but conferred with a 
number of my friends and was assured by them 
that it would involve absolutely no effort and xl 
very little expenditure of money on my part to 
obtain the nomination, if it could be accomplish- 
ed at all. I still delayed a decision in order 
to see how much or how little of spontaneity 
there might be in the movement. But on the lGth 
of liovember, 1894, the Paw Pa True Northener, 
without any suggestion from me or from any of my 
friends , published the following editorial: 

"The successor of Chief Justice HcGrath,whose 
term expires December 31 ,1895, is to be elected 
at the next spring elect ion^tnd a number of can- 
didates have already been announced, rithout 
saying anything in disparagement of the olaims 
of a. N iy of those whose names have so far been 
prominently mentioned, we believe, everything con- 
sidered, Hon. George 11, Buck, our able Circuit 
J dge ,is very likely to r ceive the nomination; 
and while the people of the Uinth Judicial Cir* 
cult will be most sorry to lose the services of 
that eminent jurist, and will find it exceedingly 
difficult to fill his place, they realize that 
the promotion is deserved and the honor wl.11 be 
rightly bestowed. • • • ■ 

A few days later the Kalamazoo News printed a 
leading editorial on the subject, from which only 
a small portion is extracted, as follows: 

"In casting about for a candidate possessing 
the requisite qualifications for this judicial 
position,we unhesitatingly turn to Judge Buck as 
the best man in Michigan, and the one above all 
others we would rejoice to sec thus deservedly 
honored. He is a man of the highest order of 
honor , integrity and ability , and possesses in an 
eminent degree the legal, mental and moral equip- 
ment indispensable for this, one of the most ex- 
alted positions within the gift of the people of 
a great commonwealth. * * • * • 

"Judge J3uck is one of the moBt s tisfactory 
and popular judges who has ever presided over xfe) 
this circuit — is now serving Ms second tern*-- an) 
and the only argument against his being a candid- 
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ate for this honorable promotion will "be urnred 
by iriends who do not wish tills circuit to lose 
his valuable services. However much this cir- 
cuit would lose by his promotion, a spirit of 
liberality and fairness will accord him a hearty 
support and assist in securing a promotion so 
justly earned. 

"The Sews is entirely ignorant of Judge Buck's 
purposes in this connection— does not know 
whether he is seriously considering the matter 
or not— and has taken the liberty to use his 
n,me upon its own volition, and without authority 
or suggestion from any one." 

These suggestions were immediately followed by 
so many enthusiastically favorable expressions 
by a large number of people in both the counties 
of my judicial district that I d cided to become 
a candidate for the nomination,. and when, while I 
was holding court in Paw Paw, I was approached on 
the subject by the Van Buren county correspond- 
ent of the Detroit Tribune— who was also the ed- 
itor of the Decatur Republican — I replied to him 
as stated in -an editorial article appearing in 
hie paper Her. 22 ,1894, as follows: 

"An editorial appeared in the Kalamazoo News 
yesterday morning setting forth some reasons why 
Judge George M. Buck would be a good man for the 
republicans to nominate for supreme court jus- 
tice next spring. The writer said the article 
was not authorized, however, by the judge. This 
morning the editor of the Republican showed the 
article to Judge Buck. He said Ms name would 
doubtless be presented to the state convention 
and that he certainly should not refuse the nom- 
ination if it should be tendered to him. We be- 
lieve no better man for the position can be 
found in the State of Michigan, and we heartily 
endorse the candidacy of Judge Buck." 

."ly decision was dispatched to the Kalamazoo 
Telegraph by its correspondent at Paw Paw on the 
following day, the message closing with tliese 
words: 

"His nomination would be eminently satisfacto- 
ry to the Republicans of this county." 

On the following day the dispatch was printed 
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in the "Telegraph" in connection v/ith the fol- 
io-zing editorial: 

"T^e official announcement of Judge George M. 
Buck's candidacy for the Republican nomination 
for judge of the supreme court of this State, 
will be road with :;reat s-.vbisfaction by his many 
friends in this city and elsewhere. Judge Buck^ 
is a nan of sterling v/orth,of a judicial mind.aM!. 
and is withal admirably fitted for a position on 
the supreme bench. Tvrice elected to the posi- 
tion of Circuit Judge of t&e ITinth judicial cir- 
cuit , comprising Kalamazoo and Van Buron coun- 
ties ,he has preyed himself a ripe scholar, a 
clos: student and a just and upright judge. His 
record on the circuit bench lias been unusually 
good ; and the Republicans of this county ,this ju- 
dicial district , and this congressional district, 
will take pleasure in supporting his candidacy." 

A day or so later the Detroit Tri'uune mention**' 
od the fa;t that I v/ould be a candidate and add- 
ed: 

"His c-ndid '.cy will be very popular in South- 
west Michigan." 

My decision to stand for the nomination as a 
candidate for the office of Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Michigan, proved unfortunate in 
several v-ays.but I have never seriously regret- 
ted making it. According to the best lights I 
then had, while my nomination did not seem to me 
to be very probable, it did not sc-m to be very 
improbable. The race was absolutely free for 
all and there were already eight or ten or more 
candidates in the field, many of them circuit 
judges. The candidates were Van Zlle of Detroit 
who had been judge of the ::aton circuit ,Hoore, 
then judge of the Lapeer circuit .Cahill of Lan- . 
sing.v/ho had been on tho b ;nch of the Supreme 
Court and was defeated for re-election in 1890 
by McGr at h,Kinne, judge of tho Washtenaw circuit, 
Hatch of Bay Oity,a former member of Congress, 
Judge Kelley of Alpena, Ball of the Upper Penin- 
sula, Mo Alvay of Manistee, St evens of Port Huron, 
T/isner of Flint and Shepherd of Saginaw ,not one 
of whom was generally considered to be my supo- 
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rlor in a»jr way, I knev/ that Van Zile would 
have tJio support of the Masonic fraternities 
throughout the State and I k: .ew that the State 
administration was favoring the candidacy of 
Mo ore, an he was a fellow townsman of the then 
Governor ,who was indebted to Mocre for many po- 
litical favor s,but I did not then know that 
Koore would have the support of the railroad 
Companies , whose subservient toftl he had been 
while he was a member of the legislature. Had I 
known that he would have this support I question 
Whether I sliould have "become a candidate at all, 
as the railroads were then in almost absolute 
control of the politics of the State. 

The a uioimc ement of cay candidacy was speedily 
followed by flittering endorsements of the some 
by the Mendon Globe, the BattgAT Advance and many 
other newspapers published in southwestern Uich-. 
igan,and with favorable co ntent by the Detroit 
Hews and other papers published in various parts 
of the State. j.ut no active canvass in my be- 
ll If was entered upon by my friends before the 
close of the year. 

I made a number of impromptu and briedT address- 
es during the year 1894, but very few of any con- 
siderable length or importance sc far as I can 
now remember. At a campfire ef Prodhead Post.G. 
A.R. on the 22nd of January ,1894^31116 I v/as in 
Paw Pao- holding court,! was c-lled on to speak 
and made a brief speech of which one of the 
speakers who followed me, a minister of the gos- 
pel, said that he did not believe tt t .t Judge 
Buck realizes how very fins an address he has 
just made." At the same term of court the mas- 
ter of the Baw Paw grange invited me to speak to 
the members of the grange and visitors, and ad- 
vertised the fact that I would do so, so a large 
number of people came to hear mo. This address 
was not written but was thcught cut with some 
care and as of some length. On the occasion of 
a meeting of the Kalamazoo county bar in Februa- 
ry to present to the circuit -court resolutions A 
on the death of Hathanlel A. Balch,the remarks 
made by me officially in receiving the resolu- 
tions seemed to impress deeply both the members 



of the bar and the spectators , and I afterwards 
heard of much that was said concerning them. : On 
the 7th of May ,1394,1 .vas one of several speak- 
ers at a Grand Army entertainment at the Congre- 
gational church in Kalamazoo , the topic assignod 
me being "war Songs, » and the substance of my 
address being found on pages 294 to 304 of my 
"Unpublished Addresses." 

I was also one of several speakers at a Memo- 
rial Sunday service held in the First M.E. church 
of Kalamazoo on the evening of May 27,1894, a xKfc 
brief and inaccurate account of what I said on £ 
that occasion appearing in a clipping on page 64 
Vol. 2 of "Personal Mention." The address it- 
self seesud to make a very profound impression 
on the audience and was much commented on for 
some time thereafter. 

I delivered no address on Memorial Dsgr ,1894 ,£a 
for the reason that has been stated. I did, how- 
ever ,iaake a brief address at the banquet given 
at Eaton Rapids ,Miehigan, October 10, 1894, on the 
occ Asion of the ro-union of my regiment and also 
spoke at the banquet of the G-ame Protective As- 
sociation at Kalamazoo on the evening of the 14th 
of November, 1894. On the latter occasion I wont 
to the banquet on crutches and my being called 
on to speak was wholly unexpected , and I caused 
no little merriment at the opening of my remarks 
(when I was filling the time while trying to 
think of something to 3 ay) by saying that I knew 
of no reason why I should be called upon to speak 
at a meoting of a society for the preservation 
of gome,unless it was because I had a game leg. 
The serious part of my t alk, however , especially 
the concluding port ion, seemed to be much appre- 
ciated and was vigorously applauded when I 
closed. 

I -rote nothing in 1894 which was intended for 
publication, but there found way into print an 
opinion rendered by me in a case in the Eerrien 
county circuit court (the oj inion being preserved 
on pages 34 and 35,volume l,of ay "Writings,") 
and also a monograph prepared by me at the re- 
quest of the committee of the Association of Su- 
preme and Circuit Judges of Michigan, and read at 
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jn%™mSr m(iGtin ^ ° f the Assooiation at Losing 

n A: !. * . a9 » at H 13 tims of tlie ********* avowed 
candidate for the nomination for justice of the 
supreme court ,— as were several of my auditors— 
tne reading was listened to with the closest at- 
tention by all who were present and I cannot 
think tha-c I suffered in the estimation of those 
who heard the paper on acccunt of the form or 
subs-fiance of its contents. A OOpy was requested 
by the editor of the Michigan Law Journal ;who 
was present at the reading, and the paper was 
thence copied into the American Magazine of Civ- 
ics , published in ITew York. Ao the question was 
then a new one and had been given comnarat* vely 
little thought or attention, my contribution to 
the literature on that subject was widely com- 
mented on by the press of the State and of the 
country. I have preserved on pages 71 and T8 of 
volume 2 of "Personal Mention" a very few of 
these comments, one by Hon. James O'Donnell of 
the Jackson Citizen , another by Hon. George 1711- 
lard of the Battle Greek Journal, one by the ed- 
itor of the Kalamazoo Uewo and one by the editor 
of The Guide, a legal magazine published in Kala- 
mazoo . The paper may be found on pages 37 to 40 
of Vol. 1 of my "Writings." 

Luch of the work that I did in 1S94 for educa- 
tional institutions and in educational affairs 
was in behalf of Albion College and as one of 
its trustees. I attended meetings of the trus- 
tees of , the college in that year on January 16, 
May ljjune 26, and, I think, in December. Besides 
attending these meetings I had many other duties 
to perform as a truste ;,so; wa of them as the ac- 
tual — though not the nominal — chairman of the 
comraitte rn faculty, such duties as examining 
candidates for appointment as members of the 
^HEidtfcx teaching force of the college, and making 
reports and recommendations to the Board of 
Trustees concerning the employment and salaries 
of members of the faculty, and matt ers of that 
nature. As indicated in former parts of this xe 
work, there has never been a time since I first 
took up my abod; in Kalamazoo down to the pres- 



ent moment when I was not greatly interested in 
die subject of public education or when I con- 
sciously failed to embrace any and every o ^por- 
tunity t at was presented to me to assist .to the 
extent of my ability, in the advancement of that 
capse or to show my interest in it. And having 
recorded this fact, in all ;ood conscience ,1 
shall not take pains to mention in the subse- 
quent pages of this narrative more than the 
chief things done by me which related to educa- 
tional matters. 

S&r business labors and financial fortunes did 
not differ greatly in 1894 from those of the 
year next preceding. In January I as re-elect- 
ed a director and vice-president of the Phelps 
Bigelow Windmill eompany and a director of the 
Citizens* Mutual Fire Insurance Company. And it 
will suffice to state here that I was re-elected 
to those offices each year as long as I contin- 
ued to spend the whole of^very year in Kalama- 
zoo. It was not until my duties required me to 
be in Washington for a considerable part of each 
year that I asked for and ■ as given a release 
from the duties and labors of the offices just 
named . 

lifer receipts for 1894 amounted to only a little 
more than $3,300 .00, the Phelps and Bigelow V/ind- 
mill Company having passed its annual dividend 
that year (which had been fifteen per cent of the 
capital stock every yea? since I had acquired an 
interest in the company) the institution being 
then on the verge of liquidation , owing in part 
to too optimistic management but more to the 
general financial collapse of 1893 due to the 
tariff policy of President Cleveland and a demo- 
cratic congress. 2Sy expenses for 1894 (includ- 
ing §244.15 political expenses) ere nearly 
§2,800.00,so that my inventory of assets above 
liabilities at the close of 1894 showed only an 
excess of about $J$g over that made at the close 
of 1893, and a considerable part of this invento- 
ry was unwarranted ,as it included an appraisal 
of stock in the Phelps & Bigelow Windmill Compa- 
ny at il, 750 .00 and of stock in the Cleveland 
Bay Horse Company at #1,000 .00, while the latter 



was entirely worthless and the value of the for- 
mer practically negligible. I will turn aside 
from the course of this narrative to state that 
my stock in the Phelps & Bigelow windmill Compa- 
ny ,f or which I paid over two thousand dollars, 
was gradually diminished by re-organizations of 
the companyla process of turning over the assets 
of the corporation to its creditors) until I had 
only five shares left , which I cold in 1916 for 
fifty dollars. 

There were no peculiar features , incidents or 
events connected with the performance of my of- 
ficial duties in the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety- five which would be worthy of mention 
here. Many cares were tried at law or heard in 
equity that year in the courts over which I pre- 
sided, some of great importance as regarded the 
nature of the questions at issue, and some in 
which very large amounts of property were at 
stake, but none having the sensational features 
or the wide celebrity of the DeSranee case. But 
in spite of the fact that 7. was quite frequently 
disqualified for days at a time for the work of 
holding court by reason of illness,! think that 
I held court more drays in 1895 than in 1894 and 
was engaged in holding court in other counties 
than those embraced in the limits of my o\7n cir- 
cuit to a greater extent than in the year 1894. 

During 1895 I had a number of attacks of 111- 
n as which compelled me to take to my bed and 
remain there for longer or shorter periods. In 
the early part of the #ear the disease known as 
"la grippe," more commonly Called "the grip" , of 
which I had had a few rather severe attacks ,be- 
came a chronic ailment with me from which for 
more than fifteen years I -as never free,and 
during the period named it was a matter of fre- 
quent occurrence that I was ill in bed with that 
disorder for a greater or lean number of days. 
In 1895 I v/as taken off rjy feet in this way from 
February 27 to March 8, from March 26 to March 
31, from June 21 to June 24, and on a number of 
Other days when the acute attack would last for 
only a day or two. Hear the middle of July my 
condition became so bad that I felt constrained 
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to 30 to the northern part of the State in the* 
hope that the pure and bracing air of that re- 
gion -ould he beneficial to me. Bat instead of 
getting better I grow steadily worse until I 
concluded that it would be better for me to come 
hone, and I accordingly did so on the 19th of Au- 
gust , although I had originally intended to re- 
main until the middle of September. 

Of course the doctors could suggest nothing 
but medicines for the low nervous condition in 
which I had fallen, but on ny own initiative and 
without conferring with any one I resolved to 
try the experiment of going to work at something 
that would occupy my time and attention and at 
the same time ke me in the open air as much as 
feasible. Following this idea I employed a oar- 
penter to put 3ome floor joists in the rear room 
of the house in which we were then living— a 
room designed for storing wood and therefore tat 
left without any floor or provision for one. The 
joists being put in place I took a quantity of 
odds and ends of lumber that had accumulated a- 
bout the place, c t the lumber into proper lengths 
and did the work of laying the floor myself. 
This work required several weeks of time and af- 
ter it was done, in order to provide more work of 
the some character,! conceived the plan of 
changing a f ince of upright boards which marked 
the boundaries of the rear part of our lot, into 
a picket fence. This I did by taking the boards 
off the fence , saving them by hand to the right 
length and then into strips of the requisite 
width, planing and painting them and reconstruct- 
ing the fence. This v.-ork occupied all my spare 
time during the autumn of 1895 and the winter of 
1895-6 and perhaps to a later time. 

In pursuance of the Same plan of out of doors 
activity for the benefit of my health, in the au- 
tumn of 1895 I learned to ride a bicycle and 
thereafter for more than twenty years I set a- 
part several hours of almost every day ,when the 
weather was favorable, to this' form of exercise. 
Comparatively little of this wheel riding at ei- 
ther Kalamazoo, Washington or Atlanta was in the 
streets of those cities, for whenever the condi- 



tion of the roadc would adr.it of it my ride for 
the day was in the country as far in one direc- 
tion as the tine would permit and then back xgadl 
again , varying the direction each day so as to 
3ee as much of the count ry)3ur rounding the places 
named as possible. ]>$r favorite time of the day 
for riding was in the morning before breakfast, 
rising as soon as it was light, or a short time 
before, and going six, seven, eight or nine miles 
into the country and return, then take a bath and 
have breakfast and begin the work of the day. In 
one season I rode nearly twelve hundred miles as 
according to the cyclometer on ny whe el , between 
the first of March and the first of November. 
Of the distance traveled in this way in other 
years I kept no record but presume that in none 
of them did it exceed, or perhaps equal, thftt 
which has been stated. And as did Judge Smith 
of the Eaton-Barry circuit, and some others of 
the circuit judges of the i-.tate,who used a bicy- 
cle in going from one county to another of their* 
respective circuits, I occasionally used this 
method of transportation in going from my home 
to Paw Paw to - old court ^arising early in the 
norning.preparing a hasty breakfast for myself 
and riding the eighteen miles to Paw Paw on my 
bicycle , holding court from 9 o'clock A.M. until 
some tine in the latter part of the day or until 
the following day and returning home in the same 
way. 

As would be inferred from what was said in 
preceding pages of this work, the beginning of 
the year 1895 found me in the midst of an active 
campaign by my political friends, having for its 
object ny nomination for the office of Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Michigan. Before con- 
senting to be a candidate at all I was assured 
by well informed political friends that my can- 
didacy would require no effort whatever on my 
part and only a negligible amount of expense. 
But after the campaign was well under way I 
found that in tliis I had been -greatly , though un- 
intentionally, deceived. It was found that con- 
siderable suns of money were r -quired for legit- 
imate expenses, but of this I did not complain, 



nor did I greatly regret it. Bat "before the be- 
ginning of 1895 there was developed one feature 
of the campaign which scenod to me to pass the 
boundaries of political and judicial propriety 
and decency. Up to the time of that campaign it 
had always been thought that the office of judge 
of a court of record was one of suoh peculiar 
dignity and honor that an aspirant for a place 
of that kind must scrupulously refrain from be- 
in;; more than a receptive candidate and leave a±; 
all the active work of his candidacy to others. 
In all three of the campaigns in which I was a 
candidate for the offioe of circuit judge .in 
1887,1893 and 1899,1 instinctively refrained 
from doing or Baying, directly or indirectly , any- 
thing in my own interest as a candidate , and my 
opponents for the nomination and election in 
1887 did the same. In 1893 and 1899 my oppo- 
nents did otherwise? and each entered actively 
into the campaign in his own behalf , but I stead- 
fastly refused to follow such an example. 

But as oarly as in December, 1894, both Van Zile 
and Moore, of their own volition, took to the 
road, each soliciting for himself the votes and 
influence of prominent republicans throughout 
the state, Van Zile naturally desiring; the sup- 
port of members of the Masonic fraternities 
(which was not of itself improper) while Moore 
appealed principally to the railroad officials 
to elevate him to the supreme bench so that he 
could safeguard the interests of the railroads 
against the rising tide of public opinion which 
was beginning to be manifested against the per- 
nicious practices of those corporations. The 
other candidates, with one exception, followed the 
lead of the two named, and soon the deplorable 
spectacle was presented of a lot of candidates \ 
for the highest position in the state going a- 
bout the State begging for votes like candidates 
for the office of town constable. The only ex- 
ception of which I knew was Judge Kinne of Ann 
Arbor, one of the ablest and moat worthy of all 
the candidates, who refused to sriirch the judi- 
cial ermine in any such way. And I know of at 



least one other — Judge Hatch-* who was as hearti- 
ly ashamed of the whole business as I was and 
who 3 id to me a short time "before the conven- 
tion ,'1'his L ;oing about the State on such an er- 
rand io almost degrading, but the loaders in the 
raoe have set the pace and the rest of ub must 
follow suit or be distanced." 

As was to be expected ,my political backers sxM 
soon began to insist that I also must o some 
extent follow the example of the other candid- 
ates and visit some parts of the State where I 
was not personally well k:.own by the people, in 
the interest of my candidacy. At first I flatly 
though courteously declined to do so, saying— as 
was true— that I would much rather retire from 
the field than take a course so repugnant to my 
feelings. But I was speedily reminded of the 
fact that my name could not be withdrawn from ±h 
the canvass without compromising my political 
friends. And I had conducted too many political 
campaigns not to know that a candidate for of- 
fice must defer absolutely to the o inions and 
yield to the wishes of his political managers, 
however contrary to his own views those opinions 
and wishes may be. Co I consented to go and did 
go to to the county seats of Kent , Ionia, Jackson 
and Lenav/we counties , cohering my real errand 
vv-ith a pretext of business of some sort,c lling 
on only a few of the more prominent layers at 
each of the places I visited ,11 over introducing 
the subject of my candidacy nor saying/concern*' 
ing it until it was mentioned by others, and in sl 
all my talk on the subject I endeavored to com- 
port myself not as an office-seeker but as one 
who was conscious of the dignity of the position 
which his friendB desired for him, and how un- 
seemly it would bo if he 3hould take part in any 
scramble for it. I thus tried to do no more 
than let the leading attorneys at the places re- 
ferred to see me and learn as far as they could 
from a brief personal interview what manner of 
man I was, without compromising nys ;lf in any 
way. That my course was in sharp contrast to 
that pursued by the two who were termed by Judge 
Hatch "the leaders in the race," did not make me 



feel less heartily ashamed then -and ever since 
of my part in the repulsive "business. 

In the me .an time my candidacy was receiving 
unsolicited support from the press of southwest- 
ern Michigan and some other Darts of the state 
to an extent that was not anticipated "bv me or 
by any of my friends. Of the newspapers giving 
mo these endorsements come vrere publishedlor ed- 
ited by Grand Army comrades who had net ^e at 
department encampments of the order; others wore 
inspired by lawyers or judges -.ho had net me at 
sessions of the supreme court or at meetings of 
the Association of Supreme and Circuit Judges of 
the state or had knowledge of ,y work on the 
bench; others because of my general record in 
civil, religous,! gal and judicial matters. I 
h ve preserved a few and only a few of these, and 
they may be found in volume 2 of "Personal Men- 
tion" from page 65 to 68. In addition to the 
newspapers of Kalamazoo and Van Buren counties 
that in the fall of 1894 advocated my nomination 
--as mentioned in earlier pages of this volume— 
the Mies Republic an, of which Major Duncan was 
editor, in its issue of January 24, 1395, published 
an editorial of some lehgth on the subject of 
choosing a candidate for justice of the supreme 
court, from which the following is taken: - 

* Without in the least disparaging the qualifi- 
cations of any of the other good men who are 
mentioned for that office, it is entirely safe to 
say that Hon. Geo.M.Suck of Kalamazoo is the 
peer of any of them. 

"Learned and well grounded in the principles 
of the law, he has had a large experience , both as 
a lawyer at the bar and a judge on the bench. He 
lias a fine judicial mind, has served the county 
of Kalamazoo as its public prosecutor , and was 
for a number of years its popular probate judge. 
Seeing his ability , integrity and honorable rec- 
ord .he was bidden by the people of the ninth ju- 
dicial circuit to come up higher, and is now sorvf 
ing his second term as circuit judge. To say 
that the people of that circuit never had a 
judge on the bench who gave more complete satis- 



faction than Judge Buck, is but to affirm that 
win cli is well understood bv every one at all 
conversant with the courts of the counties com- 
posing the circuit. 

"Judge Buck is deservedly popular with all who 
know him, and lias an extended acquaintance 
t]iroughout the State. His record in the supreme 
court since he has he en on the circuit bench 
testifies to his ability. 

"In addition to his civil record, he has a fine 
military record. Entering the service of his 
country when he was little more than a lad, he 
served with honor and credit and is deservedly 
admired by Ms comrades, at whose post meetings xl 
and campfires he is always an honored and wel- 
come guest. 

"Judge Buck Is a genial gentleman, a fine 
speaker, a good f lend, an able lawyer and an up- 
right judge .Although he is and always has been a 
stalwart and uncompromising republican, he leaves 
partisanship behind him when he dons the judi- 
cial ermine. No mistake will be made if he is 
nominated to the supreme bench." 

And on the 26th of January, 1895, the Battle 
Greek Journal — still edited by Hon. George ¥il- 
lard— contained the following editorial: 

"The republican state convention v;hich is to 
meet in Detroit on the 21st of next month will 
have the important duty of naming a candidate 
for associate justice of the supreme court to 
succeed Judge McGrath, whose term expires at the 
close of the present year. Many prominent law- 
yers have been mentioned for the position and 
their qualifications are strongly urged by their 
respective friends, but among the names presented 
no one is certainly more qualified for the place 
by legal attainments , judicial experience and 
high personal character than George M. Buck, who 
now presides over the Kalamazoo circuit. Judge 
Buck lias been personally known to very many of 
our citizens from his boyhood, as it was from 
Battle Greek that he enlisted' in the union army 
and made a record which Ins acquaintances have, 
always regarded with peculiar pride — a reco¥ct~r 
like the one shown in his subsequent career, is 

t 



pre-eminently stainless and characterized with 
the traits of genuine manhood. His qualifica- 
tions for a 3 eat on the highest judicial bench 
of the State cannot he challenged in the least 
degree, and it sepias to us that the voters of 
Michigan \;ould do the right thing in placing him 
t liere • 

The Lake Qounty Star of date January 24,1895, 
strongly advooated my nomination , but owing to 
the proximity of Lake county to Manistee county 
I received hut one vote from Lake county in the 
convent ion, the rest going to McAlvay of Manis- 
tee. The 3ig Rapids Pioneer of January 31,1805, 
while not endorsing my candidacy, contained an 
article of which the follov/in : ; is a part: 

"Judge Buck has the support^ of the entire 
southwestern Michigan with some considerable 
following in Kent and some middle and northern 
counties, and will in all probability make a 
strong showing at the convention on the 21st of 
February next. Judge Buck's chances for nomina- 
tion will be materially strengthened by reason 
of his past excellent record as a Circuit Judge, 
his eminent fitness for the position of supreme 
Court Justice ,and the fact that he has a brill- 
iant record as a soldier. » 

She St. Joseph(Berrien county) Herald in an 
editorial article of January 25.1895, armly fa- 
vored my nomination, and the most prominent demo- 
cratic ne-rspaper in southwestern Michigan, the 
Kalamazoo Gazette, in its Issue for January 31, 
1895, said editorially: 

"Chief Justice John V. McG-rath v;ill undoubted- 
ly be nominated by the d aocrats for re-election 
and the Gazette will support him. But if .a re- 
publican is to be elected we hope it may be 
Judge Buck. He has shown himself to be one of 
the ablest circuit judges in the state of Michi- 
g n. Capable, industrious, courteous and level- 
headed, the republican party of Michigan has no 
more worthy candidate for the position." 

As the time for holding the- convention ap- 
proached and delegates were chosen from the sev- 
eral counties of the State, my f. lends as we}l as 
I were agreeably surprised by the number of del- 



egates elected to the convention who favored my 
nomination as their first choice. As the cam- 
paign had progressed and the strength of Van 
Zile and Moore had developed , the former backed i ! 
by the Masonic fraternities and the latter by 
the State ^'.ministration and the railroads,my 
friends had come to the conclusion that the only 
hope of my nomination lay in the possibility £fe*j 
that in the progress of the ballot/ing if it 
should become manifest that one of the leading 
candidates could not be nominated, his supporters 
would give their votes to me in order to prevent 
the nomination of the other, as the antagonism 
between the twd stronger candidates was much 
greater tlian that of either of the two towards 
any of the other candidates. Had this thought 
boon kept in mind and acted upon I should almost 
certainly have boon nominated. 

But when it became evident that I should have 
a much larger vote in the convention than was at 
first believed to be possible, my friends began 
to hope that after the first ballot there would 
at once be accessions enough to the ranks of my 
followers to place me near the lead and speedily 
bring about my nomination. This hope was am un- 
rea enable one and I never indulged it for a mo- 
ment, and in the end it proved to be one of the 
things that resulted in raj/ undoing. 

As the delegations from southwestern Michigan 
wore made up tliere was a general feeling of sur- 
prise manifested that these delegations were 
practically unanimous for me. It had been ex- 
pected all along that the delegates from Kalama- 
zoo and Van Bur en counties would be a unit for 
my nomination, but no one anticipated that in 
view of the character of the efforts put forth 
by Van Zile and Moore I ould have more than a 
part of the delegates from Berrien, Allegan, St . 
Jos ph, Calhoun and Branch counties , instead of 
practically all of them being for me as seemed 
to be the case. The Cass county delegates were 
not unanimous for me, for the reason that there 
lived in that county a politician by occupation 
ho as so unworthy politically and so disrepu- 
table personally that in the congressional cam- 
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paigns which I had managed I liad refused to have 
anything to do with him in any way, and he not 
unnaturally had no liking for me. But he had e- 
nough influence with a certain disreputable ele- 
ment in the party in that county to get himself 
on the delegation, with two others of the same 
ilk, thus keeping off the delegation the sfcate 
sen /tor from that district who was an earnest 
advocate of my nomination and others who were 
favorably disposed towards me. And as Moore was 
the candidate^/ of the railroads and of all the 
venal and corrupt political influences in the 
State, these three delegates from Cass county who 
have "been referred to were naturally for Moore. 

Had the delegations from the third congres- 
sional district, in which I lived, b : on as nearly 
unanimous for me as im the old fourth district, 
where I "as "better known, the chances for my nom- 
ination ould have "bom greatly increased. But 
Hillsdale county i aas for Moore, not, as erroneous-"! 
ly stated by the Telegraph correspond ?nt ,b cause 
I.Eoore had ever lived there, as he never had ex- 
cept as a student at Hillsdale college, but be- 
cause the county was wholly dominated by rail- 
road influences . For a much better reason Eaton 
county and part of Barry county were for Van 
. ile as Van Zile had besn judge of the circuit 
composed of those two counties. And I learned 
while the delegates were assembling at Detroit 
for the convention that all the delegates from 
Branch county could not be certainly relied upon 
as there was considerable sentiment for Cahill 
in the county and some of the delegates were 
somewhat inclined in his favor while nominally 
for me. 

I veK$ to Detroit a day or so before the con- 
vention was to meet, and before the close of the 
day preceding the convention nearly all the del- 
egates were in the city and were busy discussing 
the situation and the partisans of each aspirant 
were active ih their endeavors to win votes for 
their candidate. Here , too , help c -me to me from 
a number of une:ipectod quarters. The Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of the State, a prominent Grand Army 
f ri end, cane from his home in Goldwater to work 
for my omination. And the Judge of the Jackson 
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circuit, a democrat in politics, who was actuated 
wholly by his liking for mo as a judicial offi- 
cers/as also active in his efforts to persuade 
the delegates from his own and other counties to 
vote for me. Other prominent lawyers from other 
parts of the State were there on the same er- 
rand, some of whom it must "be confessed -ere ac- 
tuated not so much "by their regard for me as "by 
their dislike for both Van Zile and Moore, and 
their belief that I was the strongest candidate 
to oppose to them. 

For,as soon as there had be on time for a thor- 
ough examination of the field, the belief became 
prevalent among the greater number of those who 
were not eager partisans of some other of the 
loading candidates , that the nomination would go 
to me. This was froely as-erted in many quarters 
and, among others, by Judge Kelley , himself a can- 
didate for the nomination. I was not without 
hope that it might turn out, in that way, but was 
never in the least confident of this result as I 
knew enough of politics to realize the difficul- 
ties in the way of its accomplishment and I also 
knew only too well how often it had occurred that 
the action of a nominating convention had been 
determined by some trifling ac ion or event that 
clianged entirely what would otherwise have been 
the result. If the matter were of sufficient 
interest to make it a part of this story I could 
refer to probably half a dozen or more instances 
in which a convention called to nominate a can- 
didate for the office of President of the United 
States had gone astray and failed to nominate 
the one who should have been nominated and would 
have been but for some blunder on the part of 
some one or some event or consideration which 
oucht to have had no influence whatever on the 
action of the convention. And I could easily 
relate an equal number of circumstances of the 
some sort in the hist 01-77 of nominating conven- 
tions in the State of Michigan. 

In truth I as much nearer the nomination than 
I believed, and should almost certainly have re- 
ooived it had it not been for a situation of 
which I had all along dimly realized the danger 



and which will "be explained later. 

On pages 68 and 69 of volume 2 of "Personal 
Mention" will be found an account by the edito*.V. 
rial correspondent of the Kalamazoo Telegraph of 
the events at the convention preceding the as- 
sembling of the delegates. This account is in- 
correct in many particulars, especially i n giving 
the residsnces of the several candidates and the 
strength of my support. r >.nch county was never 
divided except as I have stated. ?rom Calhoun 
every delegate was as heartily for me as wet** 
those from Kalamazoo except one — a railroad at- 
torney who had wormed his way on the delegation 
by the false pr tense that he was for me, while 
in fact he was, of course, for Moore. Every dele- 
gate from Berrien county was unro3 rvedly for 
me. 

After the delegates to the convention had as- 
sembled and the tine had arrived for placing 
candidates in nomination, that office was per- 
formed for me by Col. Edwin K. Irish, whose 
speech is here transcribed, precisely as it was 
reported steno graphically, because I have always 
regarded it as a model of its kind and though it 
may be more complimentary than wholly deserved 
it was no-jfc filled with the .fulsome laudation so 
often found in such efforts, and in many ways is 
among the best things that have ever been pub- 
licly said concerning me. 

"Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Convention: 
"e sometimes have a duty laid upon us which is 
also a pleasure. The judicial incident of this 
convention is causing us to talh of lawyers. I 
have listened with pleasure to what has alretady 
been said, and look forward .1th the same feeling; 
to the presentations that other gentlemen will 
make. Por the past few weeks I have looked over 
the field that is scoring for the nomination to- 
day. I have thought that if the legislature 
• r ould adopt the plan, sometimes discussed, of cre- 
ating another section of the supreme court, it 
would be a happy thing to see' it composed of the 
gentlemen whose names have come and are coming 
b • .'or., this convention. If they differed as 
much from each other as thay do today, there 
would be judges anough to file dissenting opin- 



ions. (Laughter). 

"But we are here to select a single candidate 
for the Kepublioan party. The one I an charged 
with presenting,! have known for upwards of 
twenty years. Vhen first I became acquainted 
with hia he was a rising lawyer v/ho had gradu- 
ated from that great university of American roan- 
hood— the army of the Union. (Cheers) C I sneak 
of this, not alone for the reason that he v/ho 
gave the heyday of his youth to the marches of j£ 
t e northern columns and the gallant onset of 
the lines, would naturally deserve a hearing. For 
those who wore the blue harness of the republic 
when it grew dusty along the languor of the 
march or ruddy with the heart-wave of liberty, 
will always have a hearing from a Republican 
convention. (Cheers). ut those long columns, 
strange as it may seem to r.s to day, were made up 
mostly of private soldiers. (Laughter) . Many of 
them left the schoolroom and the farm at an age 
that finds the boys of today fledglings beneath 
the paternal roof. And what I « ■-•jit to say is 
this: Those who were schooled in the training of 
the arm^ r learned well a lesson of the value that 
attaches to wise and firm government. The theory 
of military discipline is firm, equal and exact 
justice to all; to the private soldier and the 
raw recruit as well as to the golden belted com- 
manders, "hen this idea "/as carried out the 
soldier Jaiew and appreciated it. "lien it was 
departed from he knew it, and then he also appre- 
ciated it. (Laughter). 

"The man I am speaking of must have profited by 
that early training in government ,for. we have 
seen it bear fruit in later years. \7o have dis- 
cerned it in his impartial administration of . w 
justice to rich and poor, to the influential ana/ 
friendless, in all fairness. 'Veil may he have 
gleaned from military experience, for in his boy- 
hood he carried a musket for over three years in 
that legion of honor, the call of whose number 
causes the cheeks of the peninsular folk to mar*, 
tie with pride — the Tw-nticth. Michigan Infantry » 
"e of his home have known him as a lawyer— known 
him as he filled the positions of circuit court 



commissioner, prose uting attorney , Judge of Pro- 
bate eight years, and for upwards of seven that 
of Circuit Judge, — all of these plaoes the gift 
of the republican party. For sixteen years and 
more of his life he has known almost daily 
training in the exercise of judicial functions. 
He ha constantly gone higher, not only in offi- 
cial position hut in judicial aptitude. He is a 
judge who was never known to give a careless or 
ill-considered opinion, nor to hold back a decis- 
ion while the steps of justice lingered. Ho 
lawyer who ever practiced before him was refused 
a patient hearing. Ho litigant ever charged him 
with corruption. The communities within the ju- 
risdiction of his courts never failed to respect 
their magistrate. They have felt that the bench 
was occupied by a judge learned in the law, a man 
of broad and generous culture, whose private 
c liar act er is unimpeachable. And they can speak 
for his habits of industry as a studious, patient 
explorer into the mines of the common lav?. It 
is those who know him best 5 those who understand 
him today in the prime of his manhood, who feel 
that he is worthy the suffrages of this conven- 
tion for the highest judicial office in Michi- 
gan, .hen I speak of this convent ion, knowing 
the men it is composed of as I do ,and say the 
gentleman I have the honor to represent is wor- 
thy of its choice ,1 have said the best thing I 
can think of in honor cf a lawyer. (Applause). 

"Gentlemen of the Republican party of Michi- 
gan, on you it devolves not only to make a nomi- 
nation today, but as the party stands before the 
people, to make the final- choice. And it is with 
pleasure that I present to you the name of the 
Hon. George M.Buck of Kalamazoo." (Great Ap- 
plause) . 

Of course I was not at the building where the 
convention was being held. but I learned of the 
proceedings from time to time as they were re- 
ported to me. The result of the first ballot 
was no surprise to me, although my vote was lar- 
ger than many of my friends had anticipated. The 
votes cast were as follows: Van Zile,173jMoore, 
151;Buck,100;McAlvay,89;Galaill,76;H^tch,72iBall, 



253 

62;Kinne.5S;Kelley,32;^tevens,22,and the remain- 
der scattered among a number of candidates. Of 
the votes I received there wore a number that 
v/ere cast by delegates who were not for me, as, 
for instance, three from Cass county and one from 
Calhoun , which -ere given me so that on the sec- 
ond ballot I would gain no votes and perhaps 
lose some. This was done by Moore* s followers £ 
for its moral effect and the scheme worked only 
too well. I was disappointed in the number of 
votes I received from Jackon and Kent counties, 
as I had reason to expect that I would have a 
considerable number of votes from these counties 
but reooived only two from each. The reason for 
this was that the Jackson county delegates were 
desirous of complimenting Ingham county by cant- 
ing some complimentary votes for Judge Cahill, 
and the delegates from Kent county were also de- 
sirous of returning favors received from Manis- 
tee county by voting on one or two ballots for 
Ma Alvay. 

tn the second ballot the votes for the leading 
Candidates were as follows: Van Zile ,177 jMoore, 
1 6 5 ; Bu ck , 9 7 jMc Alvay , 8 7 J C alii 11 , 0 7 ; Hat ch , 7 7 }Kinne , 
62;Ball,54;Kelley ,27, and the remainder scatter- 
ing. A comparison of the votes cast on the two 
ballots showed that Van Zile, Moore , Cahill ,Hatch, 
and Kinne had each gained some votes,Mc Alvay, 
Ball,Kelley and 1 had each lost a few votes,, 
while the others were practically out of the 
race. But these gains and losses liad really no 
significance whatever, as many of the delegates 
from parts of the State where there was no can- 
didate were casting votes that were merely com- 
plimentary, while the opponents of Van Zile and 
Moore were waiting to see who was the most prom- 
ising candidate on whom to unite. To my great 
disappointment I had received only four votes £k 
from delegates who did not vote for me on the 
first ballot, and had lost three votes from Gass 
county, one from Calhoun and three from Branch-- 
seven in all— leaving my net loss three. 

For reasons which it would take too long to 
explain, I as compelled to leave the care of ay 
interests in the convention to three men not 
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chosen by me,bu J ; who were presumed to he as ca- 
pable a3 any who could be found, one a Kalamazoo 
county politician who had had much experience 
and who had shown much ability in the management 
of the interests of candidates in state conven- 
tions , another from Van Buren county who was of 
similar ability and experience, wl die the third x 
was the chairman of the Kalamazoo county delega- 
tion in the convention. All were men who had 
always been my warm political friends and sup- 
porters and to each of them I was deeply in- 
debted for much hard political work done in my 
behalf , and all were apparently , and I think tru- 
ly, warmly d voted to my interests. But that 
which brought about my undoing was the fact that 
the allegiance of every one of these men was, to 
a certain extent, a divided one. The Kalamazoo 
politician was a prominent Mason and a warm 
friend of Van Zile. The Van uren county man 
was a member of the G vernor*s staff and natu- 
rally inclined to please the Governor by sup- 
porting Moore. The chairman of the Kalamazoo 
county delegation had been a classmate of McAl- 
vay at a law school and was very friendly to 
him. I think that each of the men was sincerely 
desirous that I should be nominated, but each was 
at the same time over- anxious to go to the as- 
sistance of his s cond choice as soon as possi- 
ble if it should appear that the nomination 
would not come to me. So when the result of the 
second ballot was announced, showing that I had 
lost a few votes instead of gaining a largo num- 
ber ,an they had unreasonably expected , they with- 
drew my name without consulting me or giving me 
any notice of their intention, a most unusual 
proceeding, as the candidate id always consulted 
— by wire if necessary— before such action is 
taken. And it presented the unheard of specta- 
cle of the withdrawal of the name of the candid- 
ate who stood third on the list, at that early 
stage of the balloting while the names of many 
others who had fewer votes were kept in the 
field. It was not only a faithless performance 
but was the greatest political blunder of which 
I ever heard. Had it not been made I ould have 
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"been nominated. For on the third ballot I 
should have retained all the votes given me on 
the second and would have received the votes of 
a large number of delegates from different parts 
of the State who preferred me to any ©f the oth- 
er candidates ,but who had been casting compli- 



have brought my vote so near to that of the 
leading oandidates that the probability of my 
nomination would have been greatly increased and 
would have prevented any dosortion from the 
ranks of my followers to those of Van Zile or 
Moore. And assurances had been given to my man- 
agers and to me personally by the chairman of 
the Washtenaw oounty delegation, who was managing 
the campaign for Judge Kinne, that if it should 
become evident that Judge Kinne could not be 
nominated, the votes given him would be trans- 
ferred to me, so as to prevent the nomination of 
Van Zile or Moore. This would have been done 
not later than the fourth ballot and would have 
put me in the lead or so near it that to the 
delegates it would have been an indication that, 
what had been predicted on the preceding day was 
about to happen and there would have been a aasaac'. 
scramble to "get into the band wagon", and a gen- 
eral breaft to me, resulting in ray nomination. As 
the withdrawal of my name took me out of the 
running, the Kinne followers continued to vote 
for him to and including the very last ballot, as 
they would not under any circumstances vote for 
either Van Zile or Moore. And Judgo Kinne, who 
before that tine had been a good personal and 
judioial friend of mine, was thereafter more than 
slightly cool towards me becodse my name was 
withdrawn and my followers flocked to the stand- 
ards of Van Zile, Moore and McAlvay, bringing a- 
bout the nomination of Moore, which he, as well as 
many others of the judges and lawyers in the 
State, regarded as little leBs than a public ca- 
lamity . 

But if by any possibility the accession of the 
Kinne supporters to the ranks of my followers 
had not of itself brought about my nomination, 
that on which I had based the few hopes I had of 



mentary votes for other 
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being nominated would surely have ccme to pass. 
I have indicated that the antagonism "between the 
leaders of the forces of Van Zile and those of 
Moore was rancorous and determined. V.hen Moore 
had pas; d Van Zile in the "balloting the Fayne 
county delegation — numbering more than the dele- 
gations from four or five ordinary counties — and 
many others of the supporters of Van Zile , tried 
to prevent the nomination of Moore "by throwing 
their votes to MoAlvay. But McAlvay' had so few 
votes that this accession failed to give him 
nore votes than Moore. Had ay name been allowed 
to remain before the convention I would certain- 
ly have received the votes of the Wayne count; 
delegation, and this accession to my vote would 
have given me a majority and the nomination. 

There was naturally a great deal of indigna- 
tion among some of my friends ,not only in the 
donvention hut throughout the State ,on account 
of the action of my managers in withdrawing my 
name, but this availed nothing after the de xl had 
been done and I had been unwittingly betrayed in 
the house of my f lends. 

Moore was nominated. He was the least able 
and the least worthy of all who were balloted 
for in the convention. But he was chosen— as 
h s been, indicated— by an unholy alliance be- 
tween the State administration and the railroads. 
His nomination was one of those events which are 
wholly inexplicable to any one not familiar with 
the mysterious wordings of political conventions 
and popular elections. Leaving my own claims 
wholly out of consider at ion, one of those who 
were prominent candidates before the convention 
was Judge Kinne,a very able lawyer and judge ,a 
man of irreproachable character \nd one whose 
every public act had reflected honor upon him. 
He watt not so well known throughout the State as 
I, but was sufficiently well known to make his 
nomination no doubt ful experiment. But he was 
passed by and the nomination went to a man below 
mediocrity in legal ability and whoso public 
acts had many times been far from being to his 
credit. Tloore has twice been re-elected to the 
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supreme bench under a most salutary rule which 
has always prevailed in Michigan— that whan one 
has "been c3iosen as a member of the supreme ccurt 
"by election he is kept there by his party until 
his place beco es vacant by his death or volun*- 
t iry retirement. The only exception to that 
rule was in the case of Judge Cooley--who has 
always teen regarded as one of the ablest and 
one of the best known of Michigan jurists— who 
was defeated at the polls to gratify the malice I 
of the publisher of a Detroit newspaper. His 
death not many years later ./as directly traoe- 
able to the mortification he suffered on account 
of his humiliating def e at . In Moore's case I 
have al .ays thought that the rule referred to 
would have been better honored in its breach 
than by its observance, as hi 3 only claim to dis- 
tinction on the bench has boon the seal with 
which he has defended or tried to defend the 
monetary and railroad interests of the State and 
o her powers of evil in their nefarious designs, 
attempts or acts. 

As this account of the proceedings ©f the State 
convention has been a rather gloomy one, I v/ill 
try to relieve it slightly by relating a circum- 
stance connected with the convention. One of 
the delegates from Jackson oounty was Judge Ham- 
mond who had be n an officer in the 20th Michi- 
gan and always my d '..-voted friend. It so happen- 
ed that his duties as Judge of Probate kept him 
frcm attending the convention. So he went tc a 
local politician named Williams— a Grand Array ma 
comrade though not of our regiment— and appoint- 
ed him his — Hammond's — alternate, exacting from 
him a solemn promise that he would vote for me 
first, last and every time. Williams v/as faith- 
ful to his trust and even after my name had beer 
withdrawn, on every ballot , including the last, one 
vote for me from Jackson county was duly record- 
ed. On the day following the convention one of 
the delegates wont to Hammond's office and said 
to him," Say, Judge I You ought to send to Detroit 
and have Tom hilliams come home. The convention 
adjourned last night, but he's still there voting 
for Rick." 



Although. I did not at any time indulge more 
than a faint hope of "being nominated,! have nev- 
er ceased to regret that I did not receive the 
nomination, especially as I came so near to it. 
And I have do voted a large amount of space to 
the story of that convention, because it was not 
only the most important episode in my public ca- 
reer ,"but was the turning point of my life, the 
point from which the course cf my life instead 
of being thereafter upward , proceeded ever after- 
wards steadily downward. Had I been nominated 
there would have been no question as to ray elec- 
t ion, and the duties of the office, though labori- 
ous, would have been more congenial than even 
those of the circuit bench, and the freedom from 
care or anxiety which I should have enjoyed 

ould have saved ne from the greater part at 
least of the ill health and misery from which I 
afterwards suffered. And as the term of office 
was ten years and the salary seven thousand five 
hundred dollars per .annum, had I chosen to retire 
at the close of my first term in 1905,1 should 
have been able to lay aside from my salary during 
that time enough to save me from being compelled 
to practice petty economies ,at least. But it is 
more then probable that I would have continued 
in office until the close of a second term in 
1915, when I should certainly have retired with 
the conscio sness that I had not only served the 
public with reasonable fide lit;/ but that this 
fidelity was appreciated by at least the greater 
portion of the people. Above all, it would have 
saved me from the cruel and humiliating injus- 
tice which was meted out to me four years later 
and which cond mned me to pass the remainder of 
my days with the consciousness ever present in 
the background of memory and embittering every 
hour of my life — a consciousness of having been 
wronged and humiliated by the deliberate verdict 
of the people a^iong whom I had lived and had 
honestly and faithfully tried to serve to the 
very be3t of my ability. The- ease of Judge Serai 
Cooley and my own caoe are the only instances in 
the judicial Idstory of Micliigan in irhioh any- 
thing of the hind was ever done. And though it 



might be said that in such a case the victim 
ought to disregard the wrong and humiliation 
heaped upon him, it is not possible that any one 
who has suffered in just that way should feel 
otherwise than as I did and as Judge Gooley ev- 
idently did. There have "been other cases in the 
history of the State in which cruel injustice 
was done to public officials. ut in those oas- 
es the wrong was done thoughtlessly and on ac- 
count of the want of sense of the delegates to 
nominating convent ions, and ample reparation was 
afterwards made to the injured official. In 
neither the case of Judge Gooley nor in my own 
was any reparation for the wrong done by the 
voters at the polls either attempted or possi- 
ble. 

After the State convention of 1895 the Paw Paw 
True Iforthener of March 8, 189 5, contained the 
following editorial item, which was a good exam- 
ple of the efforts/ on the part of my friends to 
make the best of a bad matter: 

"It is very gratifying to the friends of Judge 
Buck, and a matter that must furnish a pleasant 
recollection to the Judge himself , that he made 
so creditable a showing in the state convention, 
in view of all the political circumstances sur- 
rounding the supreme court justice nomination, 
and the question of locality that entered so 
largely into the contest. That he started third 
in the race in a field so large is of itsolf a 
good showing under the most favorable circum- 
stances, and at the present time it is flattering 
indeed. Speaking fvom the standpoint of friend- 
ship to the Judge ,we are sorry he could not have 
received the nomination; as a repres ntative of 
the people of Van Buren county ,we are intensely 
pleased that the judici .1 bench of the ninth 
circuit is to be occupied until the end of the 
term to which he was elected, by Hon. Geo ^.Buok'.' 1 

I delivered very few addresses in 189 5jalt hough 
I made a number of informal "talks" at different 
times and places and on various occasions. The 
most important address made by me that year was 
at Battle Greek on Memorial Bay. Early in May 
the Grand Army Post in that city appointed a , 



small committee to secure a speaker for Memorial 
Day, and, as is often the case, the chairman of the 
committee was expected, to take the responsibili- 
ty and do the work for the committee. He delay- 
ed doing (worthing about the matter until very 
shortly before the meeting of the Post at which 
he was to make a report ,then hastily communicat- 
ed with me, and, somewhat to his surprise, I con- 
sented to make the address as I felt that I 
wanted to do anything that I possibly could for 
the Battle Creek people in return for the cor- 
dial support they had given me in the campaign 
of the preceding winter. The chairman of the 
dommittee said nothing on the subject to any one 
until he came to make Ms report. Y?hen he an*w.... 
nounced that I would deliver the oration, as he 
afterwards told me, "The boys just got up and 
howled." 

On Memorial Day the T/eather was fine, an im- 
mense throng attended the ex -rcises, which were 
good and appropriate in all regards, and as the 
conditions for speaking were favorable I suc- 
ceeded in making all the audience hear and was 
listened to with the clos sot and most apprecia- 
tive attention. Of the address the Battle Greek 
Journal said: 

"Hon* George M. Buck of Kalamasoo waa intro- 
duced and made an address remarkable alike for 
its fitness to the occasion and the strain of 
elevated eloquence -ith \7hich it was character- 
ized throughout. In his opening he made a happy 
allusion to his return from the army, thirty 
years ago to our city from which he had enlisted 
in the s-rvice of the Union soon after the out- 
break of the war, and his touching reference to 
the comrades who did not return, touched a chord 
of sympathetic feeling which vibrated in the 
hearts of the a semblage through the remainder 
of the address, as he brought closely home to ev- 
ery one the real purpose of the observance of 
the day. His clear-out and forcible language, 
graphic description of the scenes of 1861-5, elo- 
quent portrayal of the results accomplished by 
the arm?- which saved the Republic , rive ted the 
breathless attention of his hearers for more 
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than an hour, and his closing appeal for a public 
standard of patriotism worthy the deods and sac- 
rifices of our dead heroes produced a most pro- 
found impression as evinced hy the earnest ap- 
plause v/ith which it was received hy the veter- 
ans and the entire assemblage. Certainly no ad- 
dress ,both in the topic discus ed and in the 
manner of its treatment could be better fitted 
for Memorial Bay, and among the many orations 
which have been gitetk /fe$?$e ■jUh#*HWW occasions 
it would be difficult/ one "which in all respects 
so fully met the requirements of the day as the 
one c;iven by Judge Buck yesterday." 
' At the re-union of my regiment in October, 
1895,1 also made a brief address. 

I did no writing for publication in 1895, but 
have preserved on pages 41 to 44 of Vol. 1 of my 
"writings" copies of the opinions filed in three 
cases heard hy me in the circuit court. 

ly educational work in behalf of others or for 
myself in 1895 consisted largely in attending 
meetings of the trustees of Albion College, vis* 
it lng public schools and at tending, while at Bay 
View, lectures on various literary topics by H.H. 
Boyesen,a ITorwegian writer and lecturer ,by" 
George Kennan on Siberia and the Caucasus, and by 
other lecturers on divers subjects. 

The only matter of importance which transpired 
in 1895 relating to my connection with the G.A. 
R., — aside from the observance of Memorial Day 
at Battle Creek— was the Department Encampment 
held in the latter part of Harch and which I at- 
tended. Y/47«*fc-rs*fk 

The year 1895 brought to me a sad loss which 
filled my heart and mind v/ith sorrow for many a 
day thereafter. My father * who had made his home 
with us for about three years, v/as taken ill late 
in October , c :;rew steadily worse until e arly in 
December when his condition became so critical 
that I adjourned c urt in order to be near him 
until the end. He passed away peacefully Decem- 
ber 7, 1895, at 4.47 o'clock, A.M. As I determined 
when beginning this work not to introduce into 
its pages any extended comments on the life. -^O 
character or death of any of my relatives or ^ 



friends, I do no noro here tjflan record the fact 
of ray father's death and barely refer to his 
many virtues and the saintly character of his 
life during his later years. 

business affairs underwent no great change 
in 1895 from what they were th e preceding year. 
About that time I invested one thousand dollars 
in the Rose Street Improvement Company, a corpo- 
ration organized by some of the public s irited 
business men of Kalamazoo to secure, hold and 
dispose of a considerable tract of land in the 
heart of the city of Kalamazoo which was to be 
sold by the assignees of the former owners at 
any sacrifice ,in order to close an estate in 
bankruptcy ,suaa which it was feared would be pur- 
chased by persons who would devote it to purpos- 
es not conducive to the welfare of the city. It 
was not expected that the investment would be a 
very remunerative one, but by proper and honest 
management those whs invested in the enterprise 
would have received their money again with a 
fair return for its use during the time that it 
was t us employed. Unfortunately, by the shift* \ 
ing about of some of the stock, the management 
Wftfl allowed to fall into selfish, dishonest and 
f-rossly incompetent hands, with the result that 
some of the more valuable parts of the land were, 
disposed of at a. price much below their real 
value f for the personal benefit of one or more of 
the directors , and the property so badly mism;in- 
aged that the indebtedness of the company was 
allowed to increase instead of diminishing as it 
should have done. Thereupon some of the stock- 
holders became disoouraged and sold their stock 
to a speculator at fifty per cent of its face 
value, to the injury of their f How stockhold- 
ers. The speculator in this way acquired a con- 
trolling interest in the corporation and at his 
d vth Ms heirs proceeded to dispose of much of 
the remaining land for the purpose of erecting 
thereon a monument to the aforesaid speculator. 
I have received f cm time to time dividends on 
the stock held? by me, but at the tine of this 
writing all that I have ever received 1th all 
that I could possibly hope to receive in the faff 



ture on account of this investment ,wl 11 fall far 
short of returning to me the amount originally 
invested, without interest ; which furnishes a 
fairly good illustration of the way in whioh all 
my efforts to advance the welfare of my home 
city have resulted, 

2Sy income for 1895 fell only about two hundred 
dollars short of what it was in 1894, and my ex- 
penses — aside from an increase of political ex- 
penses in 1895 — were lees in 1895 than in 1394. 
But owing to the fact that I had to take from my 
list of assets the stock in the Cleveland Bay 
Horse Company and nearly half of the appraised 
Value of my stock in the windmill company .the 
aggregate value of my permanent investments at 
the close of 1895 was about thirteen- hundred 
dollars less than at the end of 1894. 
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Chapter VII. 



A Change of Occupation. 



The year eighteen hundred and ninety- six 
brought no change of any 2<ind into my life, nor 
was it distinguished by any event of mots than 
ordinary importance. It was an exceedingly "busy 
year for me , especially in the performance of my 
judicial labors. I held court in my own and in 
other circuits for many more day3 in that year 
than in any of. her preceding year after assuming 
the duties of the office of circuit judge. Vith 
the growth of the city of Kalamazoo in popula- 
tion, wealth and enterprise , it was inevitable 
that the business it furnished to all the courts 
should rapidly increase as it did during my en- 
tire term of office. And in Van Bur on county 
there was no diminution in the amount of legal 
business, so that I was obliged to giro no less 
time to the transaction of the busineso of the 
circuit court for that county. And I also gave 
more time to assisting my brethren of the bench, 
especially in Berrien, lit. Joseph and Barry coun- 
ties — all in different circuits. 

And the appreciation of my work by the people 
at large, instead of diminishing with the passing 
of the years, seemed rather to increase , especial- 
ly among those who from their political affilia- 
tions and their views on the question of prohi- 
bition could not be counted among my friends. On 
the 8th day of February ,1396, the South Haven 
Sentinel published an editorial article of which 
the following is a part: 

"One of our prominent citizens who heard the 
charge of Judge Buck in the Jud Bailey oase.and 
who listened attentively and in an unprejudiced 
manner to every word, says no one must tell him 
that Judge Buck ever dc-cided about a case until 
he had heard the evid nee. This statement, a 
plain fact, fell pleasantly upon our eare,and 
Judge Buck, even in his position of unassailable 
integrity , can feci the more honored by having 
the remark come from one who through political 



reasons would have voted against him." 

I had much more to do with politics in 1896 
than I wished, and mote than I~ thought was host 
for me. Mxt my having "been a candidate for of- 
fice in the preceding year led the local repub- 
lican party leaders to thinlc that they had 
claims on me "beyond my contributions to the cam- 
paign funds, which were always liberal ones. So 
I consented to act as proxy for one of the del- 
egates to the Republic in State Convention which 
tae held at Debtoit early in ?,?ay, 1896, for the 
purpose of sending delegates to the National 
Convention. I was careful not to take a cone 
spicuous part in the proceedings of the conven- 
tion's I did not wish to have it published a- 
broad that I as mixing in politics. But I was 
active in securing a place as delegate to the 
national convention for Mark Brewer, of Oakland 
county, at one time Represent at ive in CongresE, 
one of my good political friends in that part of 
the State. 

Even before the nomination by the republican 
national convention had been made, the republi- 
cans of St. Joseph county had arranged for a 
great ratification meeting to be held at Con- 
stantino in the evening of June 19,1896. The 
meeting had been widely advertised and all prep- 
a/rations made for it, when, at the last moment, 
the speaker who was expected failed to come and 
the committee wired for me. I was more than re- 
luctant to go, but found it impossible to find 
any one to go in my place. And the Kalamazoo 
friends of Col. A. T .Bliss , who was a candidate 
for the nomination for Governor , urged me t:° go 
in order to help the chances of Col. Bliss for 
the nomination. So, as I v.as friendly to the Co- 
lonel,! consented to go and made a speech to a 
great crowd, which was quite easy as there was 
much excitement and feeling over the question of 
protection and the tide was setting strongly in 
favor of the republicans. 

I can neither remember nor imagine what induc- 
ed me to preside at an immense republican meet- 
ing which was held in Kalamazoo October SO, 1396, 
and addressed by Generals Sickles, Howard and Al- 



246 

ger,Thos. P.Stewart and Corporal Tanner. But 
consent I did, and discharged the duties of the 
position to my own satisfaction and apparently 
to the satisfaction of all the others who were 
in any way interested in the matter. I rode 
with Gen. Howard in the long parade preceding 
the spe?Jcing and had a most interesting conver- 
sation with him concerning the war and politics. 
And after the meeting I called on Gen. Sickles sxS 
and had a talk of some length with him on the 
events of the Civil Var in which he took so 
prominent a part . 

I delivered a greater number of addresses in 
1896 than I ought to have mad i in view of the 
condition of my health. One of the earlier ones 
was an impromptu speech of no great length to 
the County Teachers* Association of Kalamazoo 
county, May 2,1896, on "Teaching Patriotism in the 
Public Schools, n On Memorial Day I delivered 
the address at Mi shawaka, Indiana, (a manufactur- 
ing town of no /;reat importance some miles east 
of youth Bend) hut I never too.k any great amount 
of satisfaction in the fact. There was a large 
a. semblage at the grove where the exercises were 
held,but the weather was not altogether favora- 
ble and for some reason I did not have the ele- 
v tion of mind and spirit that I always counted 
on on such occasions to carry me through the ef- 
fort of making the speech, so that it seemed to 
me to be almost dull and heavy. But the audi- 
ence was not only attentive but appreciative, so 
that I have always presumed that the fault was 
in myself. I have already mentioned my speech 
at the McKinley ratification meeting at Constan- 
tino in June. 

I vras one of the speakers at the commencement 
dinner at Albion College on the 26th of June, 
1896, but as I was not notified of the fact that 
a spec ;h from me would be expected until after J 
had started for the dining table ,ray talk was a 
rather tame and uninteresting one. 

I was asked by the trustees. and m ;dical staff 
of the Michigan Asylum for the Insane at Kalama- 
zoo to d liver an oration at that institution on 
the Fourth of July, 1896. I consented to do so 



and have always appraised ray speech on that oc- 
casion as one of the happiest of my minor ad- 
dresses. Ify audience was not very large "but 
numbered several hundreds ,made up of the sur- 
geons , employees and some of the patientsjand a 
large number of visitors. All these seeded to 
be moro than pleased with the address .and the 
ex- soldiers of the Civil War were almost wildly 
demonstrative over some portions of it. One of 
the visitors afterwards wrote for the Kalamazoo 
Hews a brief but glowing account of the celebra- 
tion, from which the following is taken: 

"The address by Judge Buck as a treat, full of 
bsauty,pathos and brilliancy. To listen to its 
brightness and sparkle, and bring a.ray with us 
lis full measure of excellence and worth Is to 
be possessed of a treasure." 

At a Sunday school concert at the First M.E. 
church, on the 19th of July ,1896, my name was put 
on the program for an address on "David" whoso 
life was just then the subject of the Sunday 
school lessons. Of my remarks the Kalamazoo 
He s said: 

"Judge George M. Buck then delivered a master- 
ly and eloquent address on 'The Life of David.' 
He commenced with history 3,000 years ago, then 
advancing to the time when David was a shepherd 
boy taken f on the field and appointed as king 
over Israel, and his career through life. He en- 
larged upon David 1 s characteristics as a king, 
general, statesman, musician and the highest 
standard of a poet." 

I also received many extravagant compliments 
on this address from a number of ministers and 
Sunday school workers who heard it, their appre- 
ciation being due, I think, to the fact that I 
took David //holly out of and away from the Bible 
and reviewed his life. character and achievements 
precisely as I would that of any historical per- 
sonage, without reference to any religious con- 
sideration whatever. 

September 18,1896,1 '..-as one of the speakers at 
a reunion of Company 0,70th H.Y. Infantry (one of 
the regiments in the Excelsior Brigade) at Paw 
Paw, as I also was at an entertainment given by 
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the Grand Army Poet at Paw Paw on the 9th of No- 
vember ,1896. Of the latter a Paw Paw newspaper r 
tiaid: 

"Two numbers of the program deserve especial 
mention ,the speech "by Judge Buck and the German 
character song by Mrs. Charles Butler." 

I was also one of the speakers at a Sunday 
School meeting held in the thirst M.E. church in 
the evening of December 6,1896. 

The remarks I had made at the banquets of the / ' 
Fish and Game Protective Association in formerr I 
years ,led to my being invited to the banquet of \ 
that Association December 0,1896. An account of , 
my response to a sentiment proposed on that oc- 
casion, may be found in two items, one on page 77, 
the other on page 78 of volume 2 of "Personal 
Mention, "but there is nothing in either of suf- 
ficient value to warrant transcription to this 
work. 

I write very little indeed for publication in 
1895, although a considerable quantity of matter 
which was the work of my pen found its way into 
print during that year, by far the greater part 
being opinions in cases decided by me in the Van 
Buren and Kalamazoo circuit coufcts--these opin- 
iona 0 bg±Qg 1 praserved on pages 45,46,47,48 and 49 
of/my "writings." I did write for publication a 
communication on the enforcement of the local 
option law innygn -furan county , which appears on 
page 45 of/my "Writings," and also a very short 
poem entitled "Emmaus," found on page 46 of that 
collection. 

In 1896 I also began the writing of a book 
which was afterwards published under the title 
"Through Stress and storm," although that was 
not the name proposed by me. In planning to 
write the book and in writing it I had no thought! 
of having it published, but wrote it solely for 
the purpose of practicing the art of narrative \ 
and descriptive writing— something I had never 
before done or attempted. So the book was plan- 1 
ned without regard to certain elements which are 
usual and necessary in every novel designed for , 
publication and sale, as the story has no plot ,110; 
hero, heroine nor villain. It was written at odd \ 



times in the years from 1896 to 1899, and after 
it was completed I was persuaded to send it to 
some publisher and selected the Scrihners.who 
rejected it lout accompanied their declination to 
publish the book by a note praising the literary 
character of the work and explaining that their 
rejection ot it was based on the opinion of one 
of their readers that the story was not suffi- 
ciently interesting to warrant the belief that 
the book would sell well. It was then suggested 
that I offer it to another publisher .who accept- 
ed it but failed in business before it was pub- 
lished. I then gnve up the thought of having it 
published and laid the manuscript aside. But in 
a short time I received a letter from two of the 
Scribner readers who had read the manuscript and 
wished to publish the work. I sent them the 
manuscript and the book appeared in due time, 
that is, in the year 1900. 

I mv.de the serious mistake of permitting the 
publishers to change the title of the book and I 
to insert chapter headings. The latter change ! 
was of no great consequence, but the former was a 
bad blunder. I gave to the work the title, "The 
Stars in Their dourses," an* by that title it 
should have been published. But the publishers 
insisted on a cnange,and as each of the two was 
an author of ability and of some reputation and 
much success ,1 assumed that their judgment was 
better than mine and so consented to a change. 
But I learned after a time that neither one of 
the two had any judgment worth considering inlre- 
gard to publishing books, however much respect 
their several literary ability might be entitled 
to, as was evidenced by the fact that they failed 
in business within a few years. 

Contrary to the opinion of the Scribner reader 
ray book had an unusually good sale for an ordin- 
ary novel. It did not have what could be called 
a large Bale, but, in spite of the fact that it 
vao never properly advert is ed, enough copies were 
eold to ^ive the publishers an unusually good 
profit and to give me several hundred dollars on 
my share of the proceeds of the sales; and I 
should have received about four hundred dollars 



more had the publishers been strictly honest 
with me and forwarded ray share when received by 
them. The book 3old much better in the eastern 
than in the central and western states, the sales 
in Massachusetts being more than double the num- 
ber in Ohio. The publishers complained that the 
sales in Michigan were not what they expected, 
but as they never properly advertised the work 
in Michigan there was no ground for their com- 
plaint. And the sales in Kalamazoo were cer- 
tainly all that could have been expected or 
reasonably asked. The sale of the book in that 
city wan greatly helped by the fact that a cer- 
tain "teacher of expression" , as she termed her 
voca J '.io&,uscd the work in her classes and also 
read portions of it in public readings. 

I did nothing out of the ordinary in relation 
to educational matters in 1896. While holding 
court at Hastings I v<as chosen one of the judges 
of a high school oratorical contest , which was 
not an unusual experience at home. My work as 
one of the trustees of Albion College was in all 
respects very much like that in former years. My 
religious activities were added to somewhat by 
my being chosen a member of the Bxecutive Coun- 
cil of the Weslpyan Guild Corporation, an organi- 
zation having for its object an active interest 
in the religious life of Methodist students at 
the University of Michigan. I retained a place 
on the Executive Council until the year 1900, 
when I relinquished it on account of ray absence 
from the State for considerable periods of time. 

It Was about 1396 that I became the teacher of 
what was called the normal class of the Sunday 
School of the First M.E .Church of Kalamazoo. I 
retained this place also until the year 1900 and 
then left it as I did all the places I had occu- 
pied in Kalamazoo. I think that it was in 1896 
that I resigned the office of trustee of the Y. 
M.C.A.,but continued to be a member of the Ad- 
visory Committee of the Young Women 1 s Christian 
Association. 

I attended the Department Encampment of the G.- 
A.B. at Saginaw in March, 18 9 6, and was active in 
bringing about the election of William Shakes- 
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months before that event I had he m Interviewed 
by a reporter for the Detroit Free Press on the 
subject of Shakespeare 1 s candidacy and the in- 
terview was published at length in that paper 
and appears on page 75 of volume 2 of "Personal 
Mention." In that Interview I characterized 
Cleveland's conduct towards the Union soldiers 
as "the cowardly, contemptible and unpatriotic 
action of the soldier hater who encumbers the 
office of President of the United States" an o- 
pinion rather hastily pronounced , but which I 
lu.ve never modified in the slightest degree. In 
October, 1096,1 was appointed by the Commander- 
in-Chief of the G.A.R. head of the department of 
military instruction in the public schools for 
the Department of Michigan, the office then being 
a new one and I t$m first arointed to fill it, 
u - There was no marked change in anything regard- 
ing my finances during the year 1896 nor for 
Several succeeding years, so that only important 
changes in that respect will be noted hereafter 
in this history. It was either in 1896 or ear- 
lier that I became one of a number of citizens 
of Kalamazoo who formed a corporation under the 
name of the "Citizens Street Railway Company" 
and purchased the street railway system of Kala- 
mazoo, than a bankrupt cone ^rn. having been ex- 
ploited to its ruin by the notorious Jerry 13oyn- 
ton. Our object in buying the system ./as to 
keep it from falling into the hands gg men like 
Boynton and to see that it was sold/some person 
or persona who would properly use and develop it 
so that it would be a public convenience to the 
people of Kalamazoo. As th railway was mort- 
gaged to almost its full value, the amount of 
cash required to purchase it, or rather to pur- 
chase the equity in it, -was quite small. I was 
one of the smaller stockholders , and I think that 
I paid only three hundred dollars for my shares 
of stock In the corporation. Our purpose in 
making the purchase was acccmf lished within a 
very few years, and if I remember aright I re- 
ceived for my stock just about what I paid for 
it. And while I owned it I rode on the street 
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carB on passes like any other railway magnate. 

So far as my official work was concerned the 
year eighteen hundred and ninety-seven was "bar- 
ren of any labors or events of unusual import- 
ance. People had fallen into the habit of ex- 
pecting a great deal of me and when my acts 
measured up to their expectations they took it 
as a matter of course, and if it so chanced that 
any of my decisions or acts did not accord with 
their notions they were disappointed in me. I 
do not think that this fact weakened me in the 
estimation of the general public, but it made any 
increase in popularity impossible and produced X) 
some critics and detractors — not many, I am glad 
to say, but enough to lessen somewhat" my chances 
for re-election when ray term of office should 
expire. The newspapers, keeping with the popular 
current , printed many commendatory things of me 
and of my work during the year, of which I have 
pres rved but one , extracted from the South Haven 
Sentinel of December 1,1897, as follows: 

"I notice that Judge Buck is dealing out pun- 
ishment to breakers of the prohibition law in 
Van Buren county. The Judge has won the honor 
and respect of all good citizens in Van Buren 
county for his strict enforcement of the law. 1 
So says the Rounder in the Kalamazoo Telegraph, 
and it is the truth. The decisions of Judge 
Buck need never be questioned. They are strict- 
ly just, never harsh,but tempered. YTe wish this 
county had a million such citizens as Judge 
Buck." 

I delivered a considerable number of addresses 
during the year 1897, one of the earlier ones "be- 
ing to the Hillsdale County Sunday School Con- 
vent ion, February 18,18y7,at Litchfield. There 
was a large and exceedingly appreciative audi- 
ence, who seemed to be greatly interested in and 
pleased with what I said and many took occasion 
to express to me, at the close of the address, 
their appreciation of it,one young man — a col- 
lege student — going so far as to say that he had 
learned more about the Bihle from my address 
than from all that he had read about it during a 
number of years. I also made an address at the 



253 

First M.E. Church of Kalamazoo May 2, 1897, which 
was reported for the Kalamazoo Telegraph, and the 
report may be found on page 79 of volume 2 of 
"Personal Mention." But the reporter, as is usu- 
al with that clas; ,put down only the inconse- 
quential things that I said and gave them to the 
public in the scrappy state that would give 
those who might read the report no knowledge or 
idea of what was actually said. I do not by 
what I have written intend to convey the impres- 
sion that I was or am the only sufferer from 
this style of reporting. At the time of this 
writing— August ,1916— I have just read a newspa- 
per report of a very able sermon to which I lis- 
tened on Sunday last, and from the report it 
would never occur to me that I had heard the 
sermon or any part of it. 

I made two sermon-addresses on Memorial Sunday 
--May 2 .,1897 — one at Alamo ,of which th aaJastxnV 
substance may be frund in "Unpublished Addresses" 
pages 333 to 352, having been written out, as 
lie rly as it could be remembered, after delivery. 
The other address — which differed much in every 
way from the first— was delivered at a school 
house, in Oshtamo township, I think. On Memorial 
Dpy I delivered the oration at Chelsea, Michigan, 
of which one of the local newspapers said: 

"The dedication of the Soldiers' Monument was 
the great feature of this year's celebration of 
Memorial Day. For its proper observance ample 
and wise provision had been made by the Grand 
Army and Relief Corps by engaging Judge George 
M. Buck, of Kalamazoo, as or .tor, and the grand and 
inspiring address delivered by him, in the open 
air at the cemetery, to the hundreds of men, women 
and children who Btood in rapt and silent atten- 
tion during the whole of the., address , was the 
most convincing evidence both of the wise selec- 
tion of the speaker and the interest of the aud- 
ience both in the occasion and in the eloquent 
words and patriotic and Christian sentiments ut- 
tered by him." 

I -as also one of the speakers at the Albion 
College commencement dinner, June 24, 1897, as I 
was at a historical service held in the First M.' 
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E.Church,Kalamzoo,July 11,1897. I was likewise 
one of the three speakers who made addresses at 
the annual meeting of the 8t . Joseph county bat- 

Si Y nion s °l dier s and sailors, August 17, 
1897. Of these addresses the Mendon Globe said: 

"He (Representative Thomas) was followed by 
Judge ^uck of Kalamazoo, another eloquent ex- 
soldier ,who favored the audience with a splendid 
address of 20 minutes duration. The remarks of 
Comrades Pealer jTiomas and Mick -.rare highly com- 
plimented by the people after the a: fair was o- 
ver." 

I as chosen by the labor organizations of 
Kalamazoo to deliver the oration on Labor Day, 
1897, which fell on the 6th day of September. The 
exercises were heldji at Long Lake, were largely 
attended and those who were present seemed to be 
pleased with the address. 

I was one of the speakers at the re-union of 
the Fourth Michigan Cavalry at Kalamazoo, October 
13, 1897, and at the re-union of the Seventh Mich- 
igan Cavalry, October 19,1897. Of my address on 
the letter occasion, the Kalamazoo Telegraph said 
in part : 

"Judge George M. Buck spoke on 4 Michigan in xh 
the War. 4 He referred eloquently to the great 
part Michigan played in the war, saying it had 
never been surpassed by any State." 

In October I was invited by the President of 
the Ladies 4 Library Club of Kalamazoo to address 
the club at its regular meeting, October 25,1897, 
on any subject I might choose. I selected for 
my topic "Lawyers and the Lav/." The audience 
room of the association building was filled to 
its capacity by a very attentive audience, most- 
ly of women, who seemed to be highly pleased with 
the address. An unusually good account of it, 
reported by Dora Davis for the Kalamazoo Gazettes 
appears on pages 80 and 81 of "Personal Mention"^ 
volume 2. The address was wholly extemporized 
and was delivered— as was rny custom— wholly 
without notes, but after its delivery I dictated 
the substance of it to a stenographer and a copy 
of the transcription may/ be found on pages 305 
to 332 of my "Unpublished Addresses." 
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I also delivered an address at a public Grand 
Army meeting November 15, 1097, and another at a 
meeting held in the interest of the Y.W.C.A..at 
the First IS. E. Church, Dec ember 19,1897. 

I wrote only t\?o articles in 1897 Which were 
designed for publication, both unimportant and 
each one brief. One was a communication on re- 
arranging the judicial circuits , written in Feb- 
ruary and found on pages 51 and 52, volume 1 of 
my "Writings," the other in response to a re- 
quest for an interview on General Logan, in July, 
1897, and found on page 52 of the same volume. 
Several opinions in cases argued before me were, 
however, published as news and may be found in 
volume 1 of my "Writings" pages 50 to 53. 

Sy labors in behalf of the ;;rand Army of the 
Republic during 1897 wero not less strenuous jckx} 
than /any preceding year. Having been appointed 
to the charge of military instruction in the 
public schools of Michigan, I set to work vigo- 
rously to bring about something of that kind if 
possible and to as considerable an extent as 
possible . With this end in view I drafted a 
bill providing for the giving of military in- 
struction to boys of suitable age in the public 
schools of the State, and had it introduced in 
one or both houses of the legislature of the 
St ate, and as soon as this was done and on the 
21st of January ,1897,1 \?ent to Lansing and had 
an interview with the Governor on the subject, 
and later, on the 1st of April, I again went to 
Lansing and had a hearing by the military com- 
mittee of the lower house of the legislature. 
But the Governor had no interest in anything ex- 
cept the welfare of the saloons and other agen- 
cies of evil in the State ,and spent the whole of 
the time during our interview in coarsely and 
profanely denouncing all the educational insti- 
tutions of the State from the common schools to 
the University , for no discoverable reason except 
that they were intended to be agencies for pro- 
moting education and virtue, to both of which the 
governor was decidedly opposed. 

I found, too, that the members of the committee 
had no interest in the matter that I presented 
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to them, for the obvious reason that— to quote a 
saying common in that day— there v/as "nothin^in 
it" for them. That particular legislature was h 
honeycombed with graft and paid scant attention 
to any legislation except those measures that 
some one was willing to pay well to have enacted. 

Undaunted by my failure to obtain legislative 
sanction for my plan, I vigorously pressed the 
matter through private agencies, and by my per- 
sonal efforts and the efforts of deputies whom I 
appointed from the ranks of the Grand Army in 
some of the principal cities and towns of the 
State, I succeeded in having military instruction 
given to a small extent in some of the high 
schools of the State, and this was kept up for a 
few years. But the want of any encouragement by 
lav/ and my resignation of the headship of the 
enterprise, about the year 1900, caused the move- 
ment to languish and gradually die out, or almost 
wholly so. The country is just now awakening to 
the need, the crying need, of the military train- 
ing of the boys and young men of the land, which 
I, with some others, vainly jar endeavored to have 
provided for by law nearly twenty years ago. 

I was at the National Encampment of the Grand 
.Army in Buffalo ,13 .Y. , August 24 and 25 ,1897 , which 
was one of the most enjoyable gatherings that I 
ever attended. I was still a member of the 
staff of the Commander-in-Chief , but preferred to 
march with the Michigan comrades in the parade, 
instead of riding near the head of the column. 

Ify educational activities in 1897 were greater 
than they had been before in a number of years 
and consisted largely in visiting the public 
schools, at tending several meetings of the Com- 
mittee on Faculty of Albion College and attend- 
ing an unusually large number of meetings of the 
trustees of that institution. 

Another great loss was sustained by me in 1897 
in the death of my brother , Dempster IXidley.who 
died August 12,1897. As a sketch of his life 
is contained in an earlier part of this work, I 
add nothing here to that record. 

Nothing relating to my finances occurred in 
1897 out of the ordinary .except that I invested 



a small amount of money in the stock of a compa- 
ny, of which I was one of the original members, 
organized to furnish telephone service to the 
citiz ns of Kalamazoo. The company had the same 
history as almost all companies of that kind. It 
sold its franchise and equipment to the Bell 
company. I made a small profit on my investment. 

The year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight was 
to me very similar to the year immediately pre- 
ceding it. Although I had "been on the bench ten 
years, my work did not and could not ever become 
tame, -ear isome or uninteresting to me, as every 
case vith which I had to deal was sure to pre- 
sent some peculiar fact or combination of facts, 
or some novel question of law, that was certain 
to engage my attention and interest. But there 
was not during that year a single case of suffi- 
cient importance to justify noting it here, I 
suffered much from ill health in 1898, hut in on. 
ly one instance was I obliged to quit work for a 
fW days because of physical inability to per- 
form the work of the bench. In that year, as in 
the preceding one and during many of the follow- 
ing years ,1 followed the practice of rising ear- 
ly in the morning and riding a bicycle into the 
country from three to six miles and back before 
breakfast and by such means I liept my nerves in 
sufficiently good condition to enable me to at- 
tend to my official work. I followed the same 
practice during all the time I was in Washington 
but there my rides into the country were seldom 
lean than six miles and v/ere frequently eight or 
nine miles and return. 

In 1898 the newspapers were as generous as in 
former years in publishing items of a complimen- 
tary nature concerning me,but I took no pains to 
preserve tliese .except a very few that may be 
found on pages 82 to 84 of "Personal Mention." 

I made a number of addresses in 18 8,one at a 
memorial service for Miss T.'illard at the First 
M.E.church,Harch 5; another at a Sunday School 
meeting at the same place March 18; another at a 
war meeting held in the Court House at Kalamazoo 
on the evening of April 20,1898. I made no ad- 
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dress on Memorial Dayfl.898,as I did not think 
that the condition of ny health would justify me 
in attempting it. I did,ho.;ever, deliver a reli- 
gious-patriotic address at Hillsdale on Sunday 
evening, July 3, 1838, a good report of which was 
published in a !'. llsdale paper and may be found 
on page 83 of volume 2 of "Personal Mention." I 
also made an address at an ISpworth League ser- 
vice at the ylrst M.E. church of Kalamazoo on the 
evening of September 25,1898. 

In the autumn of 1898 a plan was perfected by 
the 2nd and 20th regiments of Michigan Infantry, 
for holding a re-union of the regiments in Wil- 
cox's Division of the ninth Army Corps at Battle 
Greek on the 26th and 27th days of 0ctoberl898. 
It was not expected that many could be present 
from the regiments organised out of tlio state of 
Michigan, but there was a fair representation 
from the 2nd . ,8th. ,17th. ,and 20th. Michigan, and 
a few from the 36th Mass sachusetts ,50th and 100th 
Pennsylvania, and 79th Ne\ York. The Division 
campfire was held in the evening cf the 27th of 
October and the largest auditorium in the city 
was filled to the limit of its capacity. I was 
one of the three who spoke on that occasion and 
of my talk the Battle Creek Journal said:- 

M Judge George M.Buck epoke on 'Reminiscences 
of the Wilcox Division.' Hi! address was able 
and eloquent and as heartily applauded." 

My published writings in 1898 were far from 
being voluminous and consisted only of a letter 
to my assistants in the work of promoting patri- 
otic exercises and nilitary instruction in the 
public schools in all parts of the state of 
Michigan (a copy of which is preserved on pages 
55,56 and 57 of volume 1 of my "Writings, ") and 
an opinion in a case heard by me, of which a copy 
appears on pages 53,54 and 55 of the same volume. 

My lyork in 1898 for and with the Union sold- 
iers and sailors of the Civil Mar was chiefly 
that which is indicated in the last preceding 
paragraph. But on two occasions during the year 
I was brought into contact with men whose servi- 
ces in the Civil War had an influence ,direct or 
remote, on my army service or on my work in later 
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years. August 7,1898,1 called on General Wilcox 
at a hotel in Kalamazoo where he was staying for 
a few hours on his ay through the city. I did 
not know that he was in the city until it was 
nearly time for hin to leave, sc our interview ±x 
lasted less than half an hour and could not have 
taken place at all had. he not insisted cn cut- 
ting short his luncheon in order to talk with 
me. He seemed to be genuinely glad to see me 
and talk about his «nd cay service in the war. As 
on a former occasion, he claimed — and I think 
truly— to remember me as a soldier and had many 
complimentary things to soy of ray service , things 
which I should not care to repeal here even if I 
could remember them with sufficient accuracy to 
quote them, as I do not. 

I attended the National "nncojapmont of the G.A. 
B • early in Sept ember .1898, but the session was 
without incidents of importance. 

Early in October ,1898, a street fair was held 
in Kalamazoo and during its continuance, the city 
wa3 visited by President JfclCinley and others of 
national reputation. Among these was General 
V/illiam B.Shafter then fretih from his successful 
campaign in Cuba, and on me devolved, to a consid* 
orable extent, the duty of providing for Ids en- 
tertainment and the disposal of his time while 
he was in the city. shaft er # s boyhood and very 
young manhood were spent on a farm near Gales- 
burg and when I eras a small boy he and hie broth- 
ers were notorious as belonging to the worst 
class of ho odiums, given to committing all manner 
of malicious mischief , breaking windoes and ruin- 
ing carpenters* and farming tools and indulging 
in other diversions of like character. But 
Shaft er went into the army early in the Civil 
War and the discipline to ,/hich he had to submit 
and the high ideals which are kept continually 
before one in military life transformed him and 
he became a good 3oldier and was rapidly promoted 
until he attained the rank of colonel and the 
command of a brigade, "'hen -mustered out of the 
volunteer service he carried written recommenda- 
tions from Grant , She rid an, Thomas and other gen- 
erals of lesser note and had received also the 
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thanks of both the 8tate and the War Departments 
for the ability, skill and tact with which he had 
managed some delicate matters along the Mexican \ 
border, thus avoiding international complications. 
Applying for a position in the regular army ibis 
recommendations led the authorities to appoint 
him to the position of lieutenant- colonel, al- 
though, as he afterwards told me, he expected noth- 
ing higher than a lieutenancy and would have 
been "tickled to d jath" — to use his own lan- 
guage — had he been made a captain. Promotion to 
the rank of colonel came in due course, but there 
his promotion halted for a time while Blaine's 
son-in-law and one or more others were promoted 
by Harrison and Cleveland through political in- 
fluence. Toward the close of Cleveland's second 
term I became interested in Shafter' s case and 
as I knew the Postmaster-General — Don M.Dickin- 
son—I endeavored to ork on the Presid nt 
through him. But I learned that while Shafter 
was in command in Texas he had broken up a nest 
of cotton thieves and , unfortunately for him, some 
of the gang were men of political influence and 
Cleveland did not dare to promote Shafter 
against their protest. 

But not long after the election of 1896 I took 
the matter vigorously in hand and at my request 
Col. Dean, the department commander of the Michi- 
gan G.A.R. filed in the War Department , as the 
representative of that order in Michigan, a re- 
quest that Shafter be promoted to the rank of 
brigadier general. At my suggestion the repre- 
sentative in the legislature from Kalamazoo in- 
troduced a joint resolution asking Shafter 1 s 
promotion. This went through both houses easily. 
And as soon as I learned that Gen. Alger— whom I 
knew well— was to be the Secretary of War in Mc- 
Kinley's cabinet I wrote him a strong letter, 
calling his attention to Shafter 1 s merits and 
his recommendations of all kinds and urging his 
appointment to a higher rank in the service. 
Gen. Alger's reply made no promises— as none 
could with propriety have been given at that 
time — but the language in which it was couched 
gave me all the assurances that could reasonably 
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h ve "been ar3ked. And after McKinley 1 s Inaugura- 
tion the first name sent to the Senate for con- 
firmation as brigadier general injthe regular ar- 
my was that of William R. Shafter. 

When the Spanish- American war came on Shafter 
was appointed to the command of the army in Gu- 
ba. This ..as, to some extent, an exhibition of 
f voritism on the part of Secretary Alger, as the 
command properly "belonged to Gen. Miles. But 
Shafter more than justified the wisdom of the 
Secretary's choice ,as his plan and execution of 
the campaign which resulted in the capture of 
Santiago was one of the most "brilliant pieces of 
strategy and tactics ever exhibited on this con- 
tinent ,being equalled by nothing that I can at 
present recall exu ;pt Grant's movement on Vicks- 
burg in the Civil War. 

But , unfortunately for Secretary Alger, and to 
some extent for General Shifter, the War Depart- 
ment had seen fit to award some of the contracts 
for army supplies to Chicago contractors instead 
of giving ail to Hew York dealers, and the latter 
bitterly resented this action. And as they and 
their friends o Tied the greater part of the ITev/ 
York ne. spapers it was an easy matter to assail 
every act of the War Secretary and in this way 
Secretary Alger was finally driven from the cab- 
inet. And as the s inish plutocrats of Hew York 
could not very well condemn a campaign so brill- 
iantly successful as that of Gen. Shafter and, 
being .holly lacking in decent impulses , would 
say nothing in his praise lest it should help 
the cause of Secretary Alger, they lavished all 
their praises on the navy and said nothing in 
appreciation of the leadership of the army ex- 
cept what they chose to sry of the conduct of 
Roosevelt and Wood and a very few others. 

And the Hew York newspapers had also a personal 
spite against Gen. Shafter because, like Grant 
and Sherman and every other successful leader of 
an army, he refused to permit his plans to be 
thwarted by the unpatriotic action of newspaper 
reporters who were willing to sacrifice their 
country and its armies in order to furnish sen- 
sational stories to their employers. And the 
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animosity of at least one of the newspapers tow- 
ards Gen. Shaft er \ms not lessened "by a remark 
made by the general to Julian EaJ>ph,who claimed 
that he ought to fee exempted from the order ex- 
cluding reporters because h^represented the Hew 
York Herald. (I think that v/as tho name of the 
paper) . To which lhafter replied that he knev; ro£ 
no difference between the New York Herald and 
the Podunk Gazette. 

Years ago I usod to cherish the hope that in 
process of time some historian would arise who 
would write a history of the Civil War that 
would right the cruel wrongs done to some of the 
most deserving of the Union leaders in that war, 
by telling the true story of that conflict and 
correcting the false statements contained in the 
popular histories of that event. But I have 
long since abandoned that hope. Hor have I now 
any hope that a history of the Spanish- American 
war will ever have popular accept ance should it 
state the truth in regard to the operations of 
our army in Cuba and give the credit which id 
justly due to the able commander of that army. 

The only change in he situation of my busi- 
ness or financial matters in 1898 was that I be- 
came one of a company organized to manufacture 
trolley car brass wheels and other brass works. 
The company was incorporated under the name of 
the Star Brass Works and as there was only a 
sufficient number of incorporators to fill the 
required offices I was mad'-; a director and the 
vice-president of the compajoy. In the year fol- 
lowing I sold my stock (the face value being 
five hundred dollars) to Alfred Connable at par. 

At the very beginning of the year eighteen 
hundred and ninety-nine I was confronted with a 
question of the utmost importance to me, to which 
I , unfortunately, gave the wrong answer and the 
result as the wrecking of my life. But I have 
never been able to condemn myself for deciding 
as I did, as the decision I made was at the time 
dictated by every consideration of common sense 
and good judgment and was opposed by nothing ex- 
cept one of those intuitions which are often- 
times better guides than the highest reason^ and 
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best judgment. 

Yhen elected- to the office of Circuit Judge 
for the second time I had no thought of doing 
otherwise than I had always done in respect to 
every other office I had held — continue in of- 
fice until the close of the term and then re- 
tire. This cannot he said to have "been a deter- 
mination, hut merely a thought ,a belief as to the 
course which it would be better that I should 
pursue. But toward the close of the year 1898 I 
was waited upon by a self-appointed delegation mi 
of tv;o or theee of the leading members of the 
bar of Kalamazoo county who asked as a favor 
that I would not— as I did when Judge of Pro- 
bate—announce that I would not be a candidate 
for re-election, at least not until after the 
members of the bar could present to me their 
views and wishes on that subject. The matter 
there rested for a while. But when the time ap- 
proached for the naming of candidates for the 
office the same layyers and others approached me 
on the subject and I took occasion to talk with 
others who were not members of the bar, on my own 
initiative , in every case asking the utmost sin- 
cerity and frankness in the expression of the 
vie, 3 of those with whom I conversed. And I 
found that beyond question the entire bar of the 
two counties was, without regard to party, as 
nearly unanimous in the wish that I should take 
the office again as that number of men wall 
could be on any subject. And it was not with 
them a mere matter of preference but a most ear- 
nest and strong desire on their part that I 
should continue in the office. And they assert- 
ed with the utmost confidence that all that was 
required of me was my bare consent to take the 
office again and my renomination would follow as 
a matter of course, and although there might be 
and not unlikely would be a nomination by the 
democrats for the purpose of keeping up the par- 
ty organization and spirit, yet so strong was the 
feeling of the bar and of the people for me that 
my defeat in so strong a republican district was 
a virtual impossibility. 

Before deciding the question thus presented I 
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took' time to consider it in all its phases and 
devoted to it the most careful thought. And in 
spite of an instinctivo reluctance to engage in 
another campaign,! could find no earthly reason 
why I should not he a candidate for re-election 
and there were a multitude of cogent reasons wliy 
I should. T2ie doctrine of rotation in office 
had never heen applied to the judiciary in Mich- 
igan, so that consideration was wholly eliminat- 
ed. I had an intuitive feeling that it would be 
better for me to decline a renomination,but that 
feeling had no basis in reason and therefore it 
did not seem to me that I ought to regard it..' I 
knew that two of the leading members of the bar 
in ICalama- oo , composing one firm,were unfriendly 
to me as they would have been to any other judge, 
because I had not decided every cane they had 
had in my court in their favor, and I knew that 
there were one or two others of the lesser 
lights of the bar who were of the same stripe; 
but as against these there ;?ere from fifty to 
sixtj' or more of the members of the Kalamazoo 
bar who were my devoted friends and supporters. 
I knew that I should doubtless have the opposi- 
tion of the friends of liquor, but they had never 
been able to trouble me seriously and I could 
discern no reason why they should be able to ac*o 
complish more in the future than they had in the 
past . 

.And my health had been steadily though slowly 
improving for two or three years and seemed not 
only likely but practioally certain to continue 
in nhe same direction. The lawyers, with prac- 
tical unanimity very earnestly wished me to ob- 
lige them by continuing to hold the office. And 
they had always been my devoted friends and to 



litical preferment I had ever received. To re- 
fuse their request would seem nothing short of 
downright ingratitude, in the absence of any good 
reason for ouch refusal. \nd the heighth of 
their appreciation is evidenced by the fact 
(which I may have stated in a former part of 
this narrative, but do not now remember doing so) 
that nearly five years after I had left the 
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bench, a consultation of a great majority of the 
members of the Kalamazoo bar led to the naming 
of a deputation to wait on me and urgtjtliat I 
give up my position at Washington and again take 
the office of Circuit Judge. And less than 
three days prior to the time cf this writing, 
(Sept .1916) one of the most prominent members of 
the bar of Kalamazoo took occasion to say to me, 
voluntarily, that "no man could have a better mon- 
ument" than I built for myself while judge of 
the circuit court. And this v.'as but one of many 
like expressions that I have heard again and a- 
gain since I left the office. 

But the strongest reason for consenting to 
stand for another term as circuit judge was that 
I eeded the emoluments of the office. My ill 
health and business losses had prevented me from 
accumulating a sufficient amount of property so 
that the income from it, eked out by the little 
that I could earn at the bar,w,uld suffioe to 
support myself and family in comfort . Vith the 
aid of the salary for another six years I could 
do much for the welfare of my children besides 
providing for my ordinary expenses. 

And there seemed to be no reason to believe 
otherwise than that the assurances given by the 
bar \?ould be verified, and that I had only to 
consent to be a candidate and endure tjie annoy- 
ances inseparable from a political campaign in 
order to continue in office for another term, and 
that it was my plain duty to my family, to the 
bar and to the coumunity that I should give this 
consent. It ^ould be easy now to criticize my 
decision in the light of subsequent events, but I 
had to decide in the light of conditions as they 
existed then and not in view of conditions that 
arose afterwards and which no human prescience 
could possibly have foreseen. 

As soon as my decision had become generally 
kno\m,what seemed like a wave of satisfaction 
appeared to sweep over the community and was ex- 
pressed by the newspapers of the district in 
comments like the following: 

1. Prom the Kalamazoo Telegraph, Jan. 7 ,1899. 

"Yielding to the wishes of many members of the 

\ 
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"bar and citizens resident in the counties of the 
Ninth Judicial Circuit , Judge George M.Buck has jai 
consented to accept a renoinination as circuit 
judge .if that shall he agreeahle to the p ?ople 
of this district, 

"Judge Buck has made a most efficient and sat- 
isfactory judicial officer. He is an able and 
sound lawyer, as well as a jurist of state ropu- 
t at ion , courteous ,pat ient , even- 1 ozupered ,painst ak- 
ing, humane and just— qualities so necessary in a 
judge. 

"It goes without saying , as the experience of 
every-day observation, that it is eminently wise 
to retain the services of a tried and accom- 
plished judge, and that nothing is gained to the 
people or the bar, while much harm may be done, by 
a change under such circumstances. 

"The very valuable services Judge Buck has 
rendered are appreciated , and The Telegraph will 
not be surprised if the people , recognizing this 
fact and that after twelve years of service upon 
the bench the judge would be better fitted for 
judicial labors than the active practice of hio 
prof ess ion, should make his renomination practic- 
ally unanimous." 

2. From the Kalamaaoo Hews of January 7,1899. 
"Judge George M. Buck has consented to become a 
candidate for renomination as circuit judge and 
his candidacy has been formally announced. 

"The judge has made an enviable record as a 
judicial officer. His patient , court eous , affa- 
ble , even- tempered manner in the discharge of his 
duties has oommended him to the members of the 
bar and the public generally , and v/e believe that 
his continuance upon the bench would be satis- 
factory to a large number of the people of this 
judicial district." 
3. From the South Haven Messenger , Jan .20 ,1899 . 

"The knowledge of the candidacy of Judge Buck 
will please many people in this part of the 
county. The people have come to consider him a 
conscientious , painstaking officer, and in propor- 
tion as he is, in his decisions ,a terror to evil 
doers he will be esteemed by the law abiding el- 
ement of this or any community. Years of do- 
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pendence on him as a faithful exponent of law. 
have made it difficult for many now to give him 
up, and they will hope for hie renomination and 
election." 

4. From the Battle Greek Journal, Jan. 11, 1899. 
"Announcement is made of the candidacy of 
Judge George M. Buck of Kalamazoo to succeed 
himself as circuit judge, a position which he has 
filled with eminent ability and with signal sat- 
isfaction to the bar and the people of the cir- 
cuit. That he will be renominated and reelected 
goes without saying, as his district is too wise 
to dispense with such valuable service on the is I 
bench." 

But unfortunately for these predictions and 
for my hopes, a Paw Paw lawyer named Heckert con- 
ceived the, idea that he would like the office of 
circuit judge and went to work to obtain it, al- 
though no private or public announcement of his 
candidacy was made until after it had been an- 
nounced that I would accept the office again. He 
was a fair lawyer, but had not a single other 
qualification for the plade and his temperament 
was such as to totally unfit him for the office. 
He was in the habit of frequently falling into 
violent outbursts of rage , without reason or ex- 
cuse, and indulging in the most abusive language 
toward any one who might incur his illwill,and 
the members of the bar knew that if he were to 
be elected circuit judge they would be the fre- 
quent victims of the most violent diatribes from 
the '>ench. This naturally led them to put forth 
every effort to prevent such a calamity if pos- 
sible. 

Heckert was very far from being popular in his 
o n county. But his method of campaigning was a 
most effective one. Vftiat he wished he demanded 
as a right and threatened any one and all who 
might oopose him with his hatred and persecution 
as long as he should live. This led many of the 
prominent republicans of the county to support fc) 
him, knowing that if they failed to do so he 
would use every possible effort to thwart an*, 
political ambitions they might have in the fu- 
ture. ...any of these men were-or claimed to be— 
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my friends and afterwards tried to excuse their 
conduct by claiming that as Heckert was cordial- 
ly disliked "by a great majority of the people of 
Van Bur en county they thought that there could 
he no danger of his nomination and that I would 
"be nominated anyway and that their support of 
Heckert could do me no harm. Which furnishes a 
good illustration of the cowardice which obtains 
In politics among men everywhere. 

A.8 Heckert was an avo wed friend of the liquor 
traffic, the enemies of prohibition in Van Buren 
county labored diligently in his behalf. But 
the members of the bar in that county ,with the 
single exception of Heckert^ law partner , favor- 
ed ray ranomlnation,and none of the newspapers of 
the county gave their support to Heckert. 

The Kalamazoo county convention met February 
13,1899. There was no contest in any part of 
the county, all the delegates from every precinct 
being chosen 7/ithout opposition and all being in 
favor of my renoaiination. The convention chose 
delegates to the district convention and unani- 
mously adopted the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the office of circuit judge for 
the liinth Judicial District is one that should 
be filled by a man learned in the law, of high 
character , and be possessed of a calm, logical and 
fair temperament and unswerving honesty , and that 
we recognize in the Hon. George M. Buck a man 
splendidly equipped by nature , education and ex- 
perience for the duties thus imposed. and the jstex 
delegates this day elected to the judicial con- 
vention are instructed to use all honorable ef- 
forts to secure his retention upon the circuit 
bench of this circuit, and it is the sense of 
this convention that the best interests of the 
public will thereby be subserved." 

The Van BKren county convention met a fe- d .yc 
later and after a most bitter contest Heckert 
and his friends succeeded in carrying the con- 
vention by a very small majority. But having a 
majority enabled them to elect delegates pledged 
to Heckert and thus prevent my nomination. 

It could be of no possible interest to those 
ho read this book were I to relate, even in out- 
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curred before and during the sessions of the 
convent ion, or recount the many accidents v/hich 
happened in the course of the contest (as some 
are cure to occur in every political strife) ac- 
cidents every one of which tended to my disad- 
vantage. It v,dll suffice to state that the ju- 
dicial district convention met February 23,1899, 
and after balloting for several days without re- 
sult , adjourned for a few weeks to await the ac- 
tion of the legislature on a bill to re-organize 
the judicial district. But before the conven- 
tion first assembled and during all the time it 
was in session I was active and persistent in my 
efforts to find some way by which I could retire 
from the contest. I went personally to every 
republican lawyer in Van Buren county who could 
be considered for the nomination and urged each 
one to consent to take the nomination, so that I 
could, if possible, bring about an agreement be- 
tv/eon the two delegations that would enable me 
to ret lire gracefully and soxae one else be nomi- 
nated. One of these would have been willing to 
tike the nomination had it not been for the fact 
that he would thus incur the vindictive hatred 
of Heckert, but under the conditions he refused 
to consent to the arrangement. By dint of much 
beseeching I did prevail on the lenders of the 
Kalamazoo delegation to propose to the leaders 
of the Van Buren delegates that both Heckert «s 
name and mine be withdrawn and a Van Buren coun- 
ty man be nominated. But this was refus d,the 
Van Buren county delegates declaring that if any 
one besides Heckert were to be nominated they 
preferred that I should be rather than any one 
el3e,but that they would not consent to the nom» 
ination of any one but Heckert. This was, of xeur 
course, because they feared Heckert' s wrath if 
they should fail to insist on his nomination. So 
my hopes in that direction failed. 

In order to relieve the situation the legisla- 
ture of Michigan passed an act reorganizing the 
Hinth Judicial District and creating a new one, 
making Kalamazoo county the 9th district and Van 
I'uren and Gass counties a new one. This cleared 
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the way for my renomination. But "before passing 
from this part of the narrative it may not "be a- 
miss to state that Ilsckert succeeded in obtain- 
ing the nomination for the office of circuit 
judge in the new circuit, but was most decidedly 
beaten at the polls in a district which v:as much 
more strongly republican than was Kalamazoo 
county, as the people of Van Buren county would 
not on any account consent that Hcckert should 
hold the office for which he was a candidate , the 
effort for his nomination being supported "by a 
few professional politicians for their own self- 
ish purposes and by a few others who were too 
cowardly to stand for their own convictions. But 
both these clas; es wholly misrepresented the 
great masfe of the people of their county and "by 
their perverse folly brought about "both Heck- 
ert's defeat and mine. 

After the act of the legislature had gone into 
effect and before the re-assembling of the judi- 
cial convention, I made another attempt to escape 
"being a candidate. I told the attorneys who 
were delegates to the convention and who were a- 
raong the leading members of the bar of the coun- 
ty, that I regretted consenting to become a can- 
didate and earnestly wished that some one else 
might be nominated. That I was already weary of 
the contest and wished above all tilings to es- 
cape having to engage in it any longer. That 
the opposition of Van Buren county to my renomi- 
nation had destroyed whatever prestige my can- 
didacy might otherwise have had, and as John W. 
Mams had already been nominated by the demo- 
crats it was evident that a determined effort 
would be made to defeat me and that I greatly 
feared that I could not be elected. In answer 
to this request I was reminded of the fact that 
my friends had spent a great deal of time and 
labor to secure the nomination of their choice 
for the of fice ,that my election was a matter of 
the greatest importance to the bar, that in their 
judgment there could be no question whatever as 
to my elect ion, and that if I were to decline the 
nomination then they should regard it as a per- 
sonal injury. As I then expected to resume the 
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bench, I felt that I oould not afford to incur 
the ill feeling or displeasure of those with 
whom I should he brought in continual associat- 
ion in my v/ork,and so I concluded to submit to 
the inevitable and abide the r -suit , although I 
had very slight hopes that I could be elected. 

when the convention re- assembled I wad unanim- 
ously renominated as a matter of course. Equal- 
ly as a matter of course my renomination was 
heartily ratified by all the republican and neu- 
tral newspapers of Kalamazoo county. And the 
Battle Greek Journal had this to say concerning 
it: 

"Judge George M. Buck's nomination for circuit 
judge in the ninth judicial circuit ,by the re- 
publican convention which met at Kalamazoo ^on- 
day, was a fitting recognition of the eminently 
satisfactory and able manner in which he has 
discharged his duties on the bench. He has won 
a high reputation as a clear-headed and impar- 
tial Jurist, and the judicial interests of Ms 
circuit as well as the good standing of our 
Michigan courts will alike be properly cared for 
by his re-election." 

The subsequent campaJLgn is not a pleasant sub- 
ject for m to recall, much less dwell upon. Very 
few words will suffice to record the result and 
the cause of it . I was defeated by the lavish 
use of money in behalf of my opponent, the votes 
of the electors being bought as one would buy 
any purchasable commodity. The corruption of 
the electorate of Michigan , which had begun in 
the gubernatorial contests in the StAte a few 
years before and reached its culmination about a 
year later, was taken advantage of by those who 
sought to compass my defeat and hundreds of 
votes for my opponent were bought at from two 
dollars to five dollars each. This was the more 
easily accomplished because there had for years 
been hundreds of voters in Kalamazoo— mostly den 

of foreign birth or parentage— who v/ere always 
ready to soil their votes for uoney. But in the 
campaign of which I am writing the corruption of 
voterB did not stop with these but extended to | 
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hundreds of farmers and laboring men in the 
county of whom hotter things would have "bean ex- 
pected . Of course many of those who thus sold 
their votes were ready with an excuse for voting 
against me, the ore moot frequently used Doing 
that I had held office long enough and ought to 
give way to others. Which was hut another il- 
lustration of the truth of a remark once made to 
me by Senator Burrows, that "When a man wants to 
do a mean thing there is never a lack of excuses 
for doing it." 

Early in the campaign the work of the enemy 
was revealed to me in confidence^*- one who had 
knowledge of it, and I at once communicated the 
information to the campaign committee. But they 
refused to credit it and continued to "believe 
that my election would be an easy matter ,until a 
v-^ry short time before the election, whan they a- 
woke to the danger of the situation, but it was 
then too late. And indeed it would be hard even 
now to indicate any line of policy which would 
have prevented the buying of votes for my oppo- 
nent. 

There were a few other things, of no special 
import ance, that , in a small way , contributed to my 
defeat, but no one nor all of them would have 
been sufficient to defeat me had it not been for 
the corrupt use of money in behalf of the suc- 
cessful c andi dat e , 

To almost ever;,' one except myself and the man- 
agers of the campaign for my antagonist ,my de- 
feat was most astounding. Until the votes were 
counted the impression among the general public 
— except the rank partisans of my opponent— was 
that I would be elected by a large majority. And 
none seemed to be more surprised and chagrined 
than some of the leading democrats of the county 
both in and out of the legal profession who had 
taken no part in the campaign in any way but had 
quietly voted for me. For my own part, while I 
had hoped against hope during the whole of the 
campaign ,1 was in no way astonished at the out- 
come. 

Ufr official work during 1390 differed in no 
marked degree from that which I performed in the 
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preceding year. My health gradually hut steadi- 
ly declined during the year "because cf the ef- 
fect on my mind of my anxiety during the cam- 
paign and the humiliation and mortification of 
my defeat, but I made it a matter of pride not to 
yield to illness but to keep at my work whether 
in a physical condition to do so or not. I con- 
tinued also to take much vigorous exercise on my 
bicycle and in other ways, in order to keep from 
breaking down altogether. 

I delivered several addresses in 1899. The 
first was at the annual re-union of the 13th 
Michigan Infantry in January ,1890, of which an 
account was published in the Kalamazoo Telegraph 
and preserved on page 85 of volume 2 of "Person- 
al Mention. " Among the proceedings at the re- 
union was a resolution of thank3 "to Judge 
George M. Buck for his ahle and patriotic ad- 
dress." And at that or a previous re-union of 
that regiment I i.'as made an honorary member of 
the regimental association and have ever since 
than been regarded as one of their number. 

I also delivered an address to the Young Men's 
Christian Association of Kalamazoo College on 
"The Legal Profession,* on Sunday, April 10,1899. 
At the request of the pastor of the First M.E. 
Church of Kalamazoo .who suggested the subject, I 
made an address at the church on May 9, 1899, on 
•Sighting the Gates of the T-; ntieth Century," 
an account of which may he found on pnge 89 of 
volume 2 of "Personal Mention •* And the address 
itself, as later writt en, appears on pages 353 to 
364 of my "Unpublished Addresses." Cn Sunday e- 
vening,May 21,1899,1 delivered an address at the 
Bast Avenue M .E.Ohurch, Kalamazoo ,on "The Epworth 
League as an Educational Force." On :ionday even- 
ingjMay 22,1899,1 opoke for ten minutes at a 
public meeting at the Grand Army hall in Kalama- 
zoo, on "The Intelligence and Humanity of the A- 
merican Soldier," a topic assigned me. I was 
also one of the speakers at a patriotic service 
at the First M. E. Church, Kalamazoo , July 2,1899. 
Of my remarks the Kalamazoo Telegraph said: 

"Judge George M. Buck made a neat and eloquent 
speech, terminating .1th a war story he had prom- 
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ised to give the boys of the audience when he 
last addressed an audience at that church." 

On the evening of July 29,1899,1 made an ad- 
dress as part of a program at Grand Army Hall, a 
somewhat lengthy account of which may he found 
on page 90 of volume 2 of "Personal Mention." I 
was also one of two spe -.leers at the annual meet- 
ing of the Kalamazoo Sunday School Union, Hov^m- 
ber 5,1899. A newspaper report of this address 
appears on page 92 of volume 2 of "Personal Men- 
tion." I also delivered an address oiff "The 
Transvaal," at the First 11, E. Church, Kalamazoo , 
on the evening of November 14.1899. 

I wrote nothing for publication in 1899 except 
that part of "Through Stress and storm" which xx 
was penned in that year. 

The only work that I did in an educational way 
in 1899 was to make a number of visits to the ptf 
public schools during the year and to attend 
several meetings of the trustees of Albion Col- 
lege and also attend the commencement exercises 
of the college in June. 

I attended the annual national Encampment of 
the G.A.B. which was held early in September, 
1889, in Philadelphia, a city I had never seen be- 
fore. From Philadelphia I made a brief visit to 
Hew York, which city I had not visited before in 
more than thirty years. On my return home an 
editorial reporter for the Kalamazoo Telegraph 
sought an interview with me and published the 
interview in his paper, a copy of which interview 
appears on page 91 of volume 2 of "Personal Men- 
tion." 

while absent at the Philadelphia encampment I 
was chosen by the members of the Lay Electoral 
Conference of the Michigan Conference of the Iff. 
E. Church one of the two lay delegates then al- 
lowed by the law of the church, to represent the 
Michigan Conference in the General Conference to 
be held in the year following, Judge Grant of 
Manistee being the other lay delegate. A number 
of provisional delegates were afterwards chosen 
to avrait the action of the church and the Gener- 
al Conference, which voted to admit them to seats 
in that body. I was afterwards elected Presi- 
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dent of the Methodist State Convention and pre- 
sided over that "body at itB meeting in Albion, 
December 12,1899. 

In the latter part of May ,1899, 1 was asked "by 
the Ministerial Association of Kalamazoo to pre- 

/Bide at a public meeting to be held on the even- 
of^the 29th of that month at the Congregational 
church and addressed by £ev. Dr. James 11 • Buck- 
ley of New York. I cons ;nted and met Dr. Buck- 
ley for the first time at dinner on the evening 
of the lecture and also met him on other occas- 
ions during his stay in the city. I mot him 
later at the General Conference in Chicago in 
1900, and still later at Washington and other 
places and came to know him fairly well. I 
think that he served for a longer period as ed- 
itor of the Christian Advocate than any other of 
its editors up to this time,and v/as certainly 
not inferior to any of them in ability as an ed- 
itor. 

In 1898 or 1899, a Chamber of Commerce was or- 
ganized by a number of the prominent business 
men of Kalamazoo , which has continued to this day 
with constantly increasing influence. I v/as 
chosen one of the first Board of Directors and 
continued in the office until I resigned it on 
account of my temporary absences from Kalamazoo 
while performing my duties at Washington. 

Financially the year 1899 was a bad year for 
me only because of the fact that the republican 
judiciary campaign committee called on me at va- 
rious times for contributions to the campaign 
fund, amounting in all to several hundreds^ dol- 
lars, so that my expenses for the year exceeded 
my income by about four hundred dollars. 

While attending the National Encampment of the 
C.A.B. in Philadelphia in September I was ap- 
proached by a comrade in the confidence of Hon. 
Washington Gardner, who had been elected a Repre- 
sentative in Congress in 1898 and was to assume 
the legislative duties of the office in December 
1899. This comrade suggested to ne that Mr . 
Gardner would like to have me accept a position 
as his private secretary and enter upon the du- 
ties of the office as soon as possible after the 



276 

close of my term of office as circuit judge. I 
consented to consider the matter and soon after- 
wards had a talk with Mr. Gardner himself,who 
tendered the position to me and I t ok the offer 
under advisemignt. 

But from tho i'drst I was strongly inclined to 
accept the place. The salary allowed "by the 
Government was only twelve hundred dollars per 
annum, but I had no hope that I should he able to 
earn more than that sum at the bar for the first 
year or two after re-entering the practice of 
the law. Then I was in a wretched condition of V 
both .ody and mind in consequence of my defeat 
in April, and I felt anxious to get away for a 
time from Kalamazoo ,from the courts and, as far 
as possible ,from everything that would remind me 
of my misfortune. Oo I concluded to accept the 
place, at the same time intending to leave it at 
the end of a year and resume the practice of the 
la in Kalamazoo. But the tender and acceptance 
were not made known to the public until in the 
month of December .1899. 

But as soon as it became known that I had re- 
solved upon a change of occupation for a time, 
much regret was expressed on- every hand that my 
duties would taJte me from Kalamazoo for a large 
part of the year, and many congratulations were 
tendered on account of the duties I was under- 
taking. In the issue of December 28, 1899, the 
Albion Recorder said: 

"It was a happy thought that led Congressman 
Washington G~irdner to appoint Judge George M. Stoct 
Buck of Kalamazoo, as his private secretary , and 
the appointment cannot fail to be of mutual ben- 
efit. It is not often that a man who has arriv- 
ed at Judge Buck's years of discretion is called 
upon to fill such an of rice, and the knowledge of 
the world which he lias gained in the school of 
experience will make him an invaluable assistant 
to Mr. Gardner, whom we congratulate upon his 
good fortune. That his other Republican friends 
about the State express the -s une sentiments may 
be seen from the following which we clip from 
the Charlotte Republican: 'Congressman Washing- 
ton Gardner has named Judge George M. Buck of 
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Kalamazoo as private secretary ,and the latter 
will leave for Washington and enter upon his du- \ 
ties immediately after the expiration of Ms 
tarn as circuit judge ,T>ecember 31st. The Repub- 
lican congratulates Mr. Gardner on the wisdon 
displayed in this selection. Judge Buck is not 
only competent to be a secretary ,or a Congress- 
man for that matter, but he is the soul^ of hon- 
or, energetic and thoroughly alive to the inter- 
ests of the dist ict.' This appointment would 
be of local interest even if Congressman Gardner 
were not one of us, as Judge Buck is well known M 
here,havlng been a trustee of the college for 
some years, and he numbers many of our citizens 
among his warm personal f. lends, all of whom 
would most heartily corroborate Editor Warrens 
congratulatory remarks." 

A reception was given in our homor at the 
First Um E. church December 19 t 1899Jof which the 
Michigan Christian \dvooate gave the following 
account: 

"A large company assembled in the church par- 
lors of the First church to hid Judge and Mrs.G. 
M.Buck farewell "before they leave for their eas- 
tern home. The decorations were of holly, can- 
delabra and a large center piece of choice 
fruits. Vases containing 1 -rge American Beauty 
roses adorned piano and stands. Draperies and 
curtains fell in graceful folds from arch and 
windoY/s. Mrs. B.E.James had charge of the cof- 
fee and the serving was done "by young men. Rev. 
W.A.Frye had charge of the program. Miss Hattie 
Larrabee presided at the piano. Ed. Gill la led 
the singing. Rev. 0. G.Thomas offered prayer. J. 
3. Wallace spoke earnestly of Judge Buck's inter- 
est in the Sunday School and E.J.Phelps in a 
happy vein presented some •old associations. 1 
Dr*. McUair,a member of the board of trustees, in 
felicitous style spoke of Judge and Mrs. Buck as 
citizens of this community , saying that they 
would he greatly missed as helpful , active fac- 
tors of society. Mrs. 0 .F.Ford ,prosident of the 
Ladies' and Pastor's Union, then presented Mrs. 
Buok,a former president and worker in the organ- 
ization, with a beautiful gold-handled silk urn- 
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brella. Mrs. Buck responded with "becoming g*-ace 
and modesty. Rev. J. O.Floyd .presiding elder .in | 
an appropriate address recount ad much valuable 
servioe which Judge ?duck had rendered, not only 
to *ooal Methodism "but to the church at large. 
At this point the entire officiary of the church 
marched in double file from the dining-room into 
the parlor, headed by the pastor and presiding 
elder, the rear column being supported "by the two 
'towers of strength 1 ,V7.B.>rorth and :!. J. Big-low. 
In graceful .manner v/.W.Olin presented Judge Buck 
with a handsome go id- headed cane properly iw^^' 
soriTaed^en^-o^fTtcl^yy^tandlng ln~a ^emi-circle^' 
in front of Judge Buck. Judge Buck resoondedJJ&T- 
eloquently. He reviewed his relations to the^Jj 1 
church and pastors in a touching manner— of the 
trials and triumphs thEough which they had pass- 
ed, mentioning specially two of the old veterans 
of the society,.!;. A. Carder and O.P.Coleman. He 
then said that the church was never stronger 
than it is today and never looked out on a 
brighter future. The great army of young men 
and women around him,he said, devoted to the Mas- 
ter^ causa, insured success to the church. Light 
refreshments -.ore served. It is understood that 
Judge Buck will make his home in Philadelphia 
where he has a daughter. His attention will be 
devoted to the official business of Congressman 
Washington Gardner in Washington. Ultimately he 
expects to return to Kalamazoo." 

It ought to be said that this reception was an 
entire surprise to us and that we had no idea 
that the gathering vas to be in the nature of a 
reception to us nor that there were to be any 
presentations until the presentations were actu- 
ally made. Another reception was given in our 
honor by the members of the G. A.B. ,W.R.C. and U. 
V.U. at Grand Array hall cn the evening of Decem- 
ber 24,1399. 

Toward the close of the month of December, 
1899, a number of the members, of the bar informed 
me that it waB the intention of the bar to bring 
all the business of the term to a close before 
the end of the month, so as to allow me to leave 
Kalamazoo for my new field of labor a few days 
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earlier than I otherwise could. This intention 
was carried into effect and in the forenoon of 
Dec mber 29,1099,1 performed the final duties 
coming to me as circuit judge of the ninth judi- 
cial circuit of Michigan and on the same occa- 
sion was presented by the bar with a handsome 
and valuable chair , accompanied by the following 
resolutions: 

""WhereaSjThe Honorable George M. Buck has oc-f 
cupied the bench of the Kalamazoo circuit court\ 
for the past twelve years and is now about to / 
retire from the same, ' 

"Therefore we, the members of the bar of this 
county , wishing to express to him our thoughts of 
his efforts, 

"Be solved, Bhat the unanimous expression of tlie 
Bar Association is that we appreciate his long 
and impartial administration of the duties of 
the off ice, and his uniform kindness and courtesy 
to all the lawyers who have practiced before him. 

"wherever he may go he is assured of the uni- 
form regard and respect of the bar. As a slight 
testimonial of our personal feelings toward him, 
we wish him to accept f rom us, with the compli* 
ments of the season, a gift w-bioh is meant as a 
reminder of his long and faithful labors. Our 
best wishes for himself and his family go with 
it. 

"Re solved ,That a copy of these resolutions be 
certified to by the president and secretary of 
the bar and f orwarded to Judge Buck." 

An account of the presentation of the chair 
and of the resolutions, appears on page 94 of 
volume 2 of "Personal Mention." 

On the following day the Kalamazoo Telegraph 
published a brief sketch of my life and of my 
services on the bench, writ ten by one of the edi- 
tors, and concluding with this paragraph: 

"Judge Buck has filled his office with honor 
and ability and goes forth to liis new duties • 

* * with the satisfaction which cannot but 
follow the realization of work well done. The 
Judge in his home and social life is a man of 
great kindness and hospitality'* He has been a 
trustee of the First If. E. church for many years 
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and a worker in the organisation where his de- 
parture is looked upon with the sincerest re- 
gret. He has he m honored hy "being given the 
highest position that may he held hy a layman in 
the Methodist church. In the G.A.R .he was local 
commander for scleral years. In the ranks of 
the Republican party .Judge Buck has been a power 
in counsel and action and among the citizens 
gena rally he is a man popular for "being his own 
good self. That he will be successful and con- 
tented in his new >..ork i<3 the expressed hope and 
confident conviction of (friends in all walks of 
life." 

This sketch has been preserved on page 95 of 
volume 2 of "Persona} Mention." In the same is- 
sue the Telegraph contained the following edito- 
rial: 

"Judge George M. Buck has retired from the 
bench of the Kalamazoo county circuit court af- 
ter twelve years of faithful service in a judi- 
cial capacity. Judge Buck loaves his post of 
honor with the full confidence and respect of 
every member of the bar and of every person who 
has had business before his tribunal. He iuasnt 
brought to his office not only high legal quali- 
fications but also the sterling elements of es- 
timable manhood; and his judgeship has been tem- 
perately administered and with fairness. That 
the members of the bar should have desired to 
show their respect and affection for him as they 
did Friday is not surprising. 

"As the private secretary of Congressman Gard- 
ner, Judge Buck will enter on his duties with un- 
usual qualifications. He is fitted by long ex- 
perience and intellectual attainments of a very 
high order to wall fulfill the duties of his new 
office. The Telegraph has always had friendly 
relations with Judge Buck and bids him God-speed 
and much profitable enjoyment of his new occupa- 
tion." 

As pointed out in the sketch referred to, I was 
then the only judge of the judicial circuit of 
which the county of Kalamazoo formed a part, who, 
from the time of the creation of the court in 
1857, had held the office for two full terms,and 
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the same is true to this day. And no o:-her one 
who has ever held the off ice , either before or 
after my incumbency , received on his retirement 
such testimonials of appreciation, esteem and af- 
fectionate regard as :ere given me on my leaving 
the off ice, only a few of which testimonials have 
been noted in these pages. My successor in the 
off ice, while a fairly good layer and judge, had 
no qualities which especially fitted him for the 
posit ion, was never popular v/ith the general pub- 
lic and was the reverse of being popular with 
the bar. He succe ded in being re-elected in 
1905 by the use in his behalf of the same meth- 
ods, to some extent , which brought him success in 
1899, and also on account of a serious division 
among the republicans. But he resigned the of- 
fice at about the middle of his second term and 
a^d his successor died in office about the year 
1913, and after the office had been filled by ap- 
pointment for about a year the present incumbent 
was chosen. 

We left Kalamazoo on the 29th day of December, 
1899, arrived at Philadelphia on the following 
day and took up our abode in a small house (3025 
Euclid Avenue) which had been rented for us as a 
duelling place during our contemplated temporary 
absence from Kalamazoo. I -ent to Washington on 
the 6th day of January ,1900 , and began the per- 
formance of my duties on the 8th day of the same 
month. 

These duties were many and somewhat arduous. 
I had to look after Mr. Gardner* s correspondence 
to some extent, he opening his mail and giving me 
the letters to which I was to draft a reply, he 
suggesting the nature of the reply. Many of 
these letters were from Civil War soldierB in 
regard to their claims pending in the Pension 
Bureau for a pension or increase of pension. 
This correspondence made it necessary for me to 
call on the Commissioner of Pensions or on one 
of his two deputies for information or to urge 
that some claim be speedily examined and allow- 
ed. I had also to address thousands of franked 
slips to be attached — the greater number to 
packages of vegetable or flower seeds, others to 1 
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books of which an almost unlimited number were 
issued by the several Departments of the Govern- 
ment, the greater number by the Department of Ag- 
riculture. All this was part of the great po- 
litical game by which Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress were enabled to make presents 
to their constituents and thus gain their good 
will. 

And as the system of rural free delivery was 
then in its infancy , another part of the politi- 
cal grime was for each congressman to secure the 
establishment, of as many rural routes as possi- 
ble in his district. The superintendent of this 
branch of the work of the Pcstoffice Department 
was a man named Machen who was quite friendly to 
Mr. Gardner, and I personally know that Mr. Gard- 
ner in later elections received some votes of 
democrats because of his securing free delivery 
routes in their localities. Machen was after- 
wards indicted , convicted and served a term of 
years in a Federal prison for complicity in 
frauds connected with the adoption of mail boxes 
by the Gove nment,but he was a very efficient 
official while he was at the he d of the rural 
free delivery service. 

I oon after going to Washington I engaged two 
rooms on the second floor at ITo. 116 East Capi- 
tol Street, using one room as a sleeping room and 
the other as an office. The rooms were good and 
had been occupied before I took them— as were 
other rooms on the same floor— by Representatives 
in Congress, but the house was a wooden building 
of very unprepossessing appearance. I took my 
me as at a restaurant on the south east corner 
of East Capitol Street and 3d Street, S.E. 

The first important public assemblage that I 
attended in Washington was on the occasion of 
the unveiling of the statue of Daniel Webster, 
January 18,1900. The exercises were held at the 
LaFayette(now Belasco) theatre, which as filled 
with the elite of the Capital, the gathering being 
one to which only those invited ./ere admitted. 
At that meeting I obtained my first knowledge of 
the cosmopolitan composition of Washington peo- 
ple and of the unconventional ways of Washington 
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society ,froia the fact that the ladies sitting on 
either side of me voluntarily and freely entered 
into conversation v/ith me, although all that they 
could have known of me v;as that I was one of the 
invited and all that I kne of them wa3 the 
3ame. And I was much interested in all that oc- 
curred at the meeting— the presence of the Pres- 
ident of the United 3tate3,of the members of the 
Cabinet, of the Justices of the Supreme Court and 
of the members of both of the Houses ©f Congress, 
while the addresses by Hon. r /illiara E. Chandler 
of N.H.,and Hon. John 7). Long of Mass . and the 
oration by Senator Lodge of Mass., though of dif- 
ferent degrees of excellence ,- /ore all very fine. 

I v/as al30 invited to and attended the annual 
banquet of the Michigan Association, an organiza- 
tion composed of the senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress from Michigan and other Michi- 
gan men temporarily staying or permanently re- 
siding in 7/aohington,an organization of which I 
was afterwards to be a member of the Executive 
Committee for several years and President for 
the full legal tern. 

During the first foufc months of my stay in 
Washington my health was worse than wretched. I 
had frequent and severe attacks of the grip, each 
attack leaving me in worse condition than "before. 
I had frequently to take to my "bed for days at a 
time and was all the time under the care of a 
physician and taking medicines, but my health 
steadily declined until neither I nor any of my 
Washington friends had any idea otherwise than 
that my days on earth were few and rapidly draw- 
ing to a close. The loneliness of my life and 
the mental suffering to which reference has been 
made,no doubt had much if not everything to do 
with bringing me to that c ondit ion, but ,what ever 
the caus'.o,the state of health I was in v/as ex- 
ceedingly precarious. But in May, while attend- 
ing the General Conference in Chicago, I began 
taking treatments at a Kneipp cure institutioni 
and by my giving up entirely' the eating of meat 
and the drinking of coffee or tea, and by taking 
very cold baths of twenty minutes duration every 
day, the tone of BQT nerves was much improvedjand 
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health improved somewhat until the occurrence of 
other events which will "be mentioned later. 

During the first four months of 1900 I made 
occasional visits to my family in Philadelphia, 
but in May our domic il mm removed to Beacon 
Heights in Westchester county , IT. Y. , and when Con- 
gress adjourned, early in June, I went to Beacon 
Heights, where I stayed until about the middle of 
September , then //ant to Kalamazoo where I remain- 
ed until November 12, 1900, then returned to Bea- 
don Heights and stayed there until after Thanks- 
giving Day ,1900, then went to Washington where we 
took up our quarters in the same rooms I had oc- 
cupied during the time I was in that city in the 
earlier months of the year, and there we stayed 
through the rest of the ye r. And all the ti ie, 
whether I was in Chicago, Beacon Heights or Kala- 
mazoo, my work went on without intermission, Mr . 
Gardner sending me the letters and I attending 
to the correspond -nee and writing the addresses 
on the franked labels and doing all my work — ex- 
cept visiting the Departments— the same as while 
I was in Washington. 

As Mr. Gardner was a candidate for re-election 
in 1900,1 entered actively into the political 
canvass of that year, but chiefly in Mr. Gardner* s 
interest, and did little in that line except make 
the political speeches and write the article 
hereinafter mentioned. 

I made only a few addresses in 1900, the first 
of which I have any remembrance or minute being 
at a camp fire of Farragut Post No. 10, Depart- 
ment of the Potomac,G.A.H. ,on the evening of 
March 13,1900. On going to Washington I resolv- 
ed to attend regularly some post of the Grand 
Army, and as the post named was near ray lodgings 
I attended its no? tings regularly, paid dues the 
same as if I were a member and was soon elected 
an honorary member of the post (although no such 
membership is recognized by the constitution of 
the order) and was Invited to spe ik and vote at 
all meetings of the po3t the s <me as if I were a 
member of that and not of another post. My ad- 
dress on the occasion referred to se med to 
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thereafter there were few meetings of the post 
that I attended — whether regular or public— v/hen 
I was not urgently requested to speak, and I oft- 
en complied. But my talks on such occasions 
were not only informal but quite brief and could 
not properly be called addresses. 

September 23,1900,1 gave a short "talk" to the 
Epworth League of the First M.E.churoh of Kala- 
mazoo. I made political speeches September 25. 
October 1,5,11,30 and 31,1900. Mention of some 
of t2iese speeches was made by the Kalamazoo Tel- 
egraph and can be found on pages 97 and 98 of 
volume 2 of "Personal Mention." On the 30th of 
September ,1900,1 made a brief address at a Sun- 
day school rally at the First 21,8* church, Kalama- 
zoo, and on the 28th day of October ,1900, I de- 
livered an address on "Good Literature" to the 
Epworth League at the same place. The latter 
address was made to a very large audience and 
waa spoken of in terns of almost extravagant 
praise for some time afterwards. 

I think that the only writing for publication 
that I did in 1900, was an article on "Washington 
Gardner's Campaign , " which was published in the 
Detroit Journal of Hovember 1,1900 and is pre- 
served on page 58, volume l,of my "Writings." 

During the month of May, 1900,1 was in attend- 
ance on the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, which held its quadriennial 
session in Chicago. As before mentioned, I was 
one of the two regular lay delegates from the 
Michigan Conference .there being provisional del- 
egates who were admitted soon after the begin- 
ning of the session. I was assigned to the Com- 
mittee on Education and the Committee on Tempo- 
ral Economy, the first one of the most important 
and the second one of the least important in the 
Conference. I boarded at the Lexington Hotel on 
2;}nd street and walked every morning to the Aud- 
itorium where the sessions of the conference 
were held. 

The General Conference ie the highest body in 
the Methodist church and the only legislative 
body known in the polity of that church. It has 
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supremo authority in all matters of legislation 
and administration in that church arid its ses- 
sions are therefore of the greatest Importance 
and interest to all Episcopal Methodism. I 
could not .without examination of data not now at 
hand, recall the names of all the bishops who 

S e f i n turn , 0Vfir tho General Conference of 
1900, hut I recall the names of Void en. Andrews , 
Hurst , Fowler, Foss,Fit3Gerald, Cranston and McOabe 
(all of whom except Cranston are now dead) and I 
think that there were others. Two bishops were 
elected by that conference , Hamilton and Moore ,of 
whom only the former is still living. 

iJome of the most important legislation in the 
recent history of Methodism was enacted by that 
General Conference which v;as a memorable one in 
many ways . A mention of even a few of the many 
names of the eminent ministers and laymen who 
were members of the conference would require 
quite too much space, so it must suffice to say 
that there were in that body some of the most 
able and eloquent preachers and noted statesmen 
of that time. ISy participation in the proceed- 
ings of the General Oonference was in a very in- 
conspicuous way, owing to the fact that it was my 
first experience in that body and, as is usually 
the case in all deliberative assemblages , those 
who took part Jbn the debates were nearly all men 
who had served in one,two or three or more pre- 
vious General Conferences. :.o I took little 
part in the proceedings of the daily sessions of 
the conference, but in the meetings of the Com- 
mittee on Education I took an active and some- 
what prominent part . 

The year 1900 was a bad one for me financially 
as my total income was loss than #2,000 while my 
expenses wore almost ^,100. *?orse than that , we 
were not able to sell our home for anything near 
its value and disposed of it for | 3, 000 .which 
was equivalent to a loss of #1,500 out of our 
accumulations. 

The first two months of the year nineteen hun- 
dred and one were very much like the latter 
months of the preceding year. My time was al- 
most wholly devoted to the work of writing let- 
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ters, addressing franked, labels and visiting the 
departments for Mr. Gardner. And I had by that 
time become sufficiently acquainted in and with 
Washington to enjoy my stay there. ¥/ashington 
society is exceedingly cosmopolitan, being made 
up of people from all the States of the Union 
and from all the civilized oountries of the 
globe and includes all ranks and grades from 
those in ordinary walks in life to Members of 
Congress, Justices of the Supreme Court, Foreign 
Ministers and Ambassadors and the President and 
Members of the Oabinet . Jith all these I came 
in contact to a greater or less extent at some 
time during my stay in ". ashington and was, moreo- 
ver, so situated that at all times I knew of much 
that was occurring in all the departments of the 
government — legislative, executive and judicial — 
and this made life in Washington very interest- 
ing indeed. I attended the annual banquet of 
the Michigan Association in January and earlier 
in that month I became a member of the Michigan 
Social Club, an organization of Michigan men and 
women in ¥a .hington who met semi-monthly for so- 
cial purposes , with a program to add to the in- 
terest of the meetings. 

On the 4th day of March, 19dl ,a change took 
place in my position at Washington. Some time 
before that date Benator Burrows had arranged 
with me for my acceptance of the position of Ms 
private secret ary , which carried with it the po- 
sition of Clerk of the Senate Committee on the 
Eevision of the Laes of the United States. The 
change was accordingly effected at the beginning 
of the next Congress at the date named, and after 
that time my work while in Washington was car- 
ried on in a committee room in the Capitol and 
while in Kalamazoo my work was at the office of 
Senator Burrows in the rear of his residence. 
The fact of my appointment was wired to the As- 
sociated Press in these words: 

"Washington ,D. C. , March 4.— ^Judge George M. 
Buck of Kalamazoo was sworn in today as Clerk of 
the Committee on Revision of the Laws and will 
subsequently be transferred to Privileges and 
Elections." 
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Some days afterwards tha Kalamazoo Telegraph 
made this comment on my appointment: 

"Judge G.M.Buck is wearing his new honors wor- 
thily and well. In addition to his fine legal 
and clerical equipment he has the great advan- 
tage of a widespread Otate acquaintance and pop- 
ularity . His appointment is esteemed here as 
one of the "best Senator Burrows has ever made." 

The Senate Gommittee on the Revision of the 
Laws at that time consisted of Senator Burrows, 
Chairman, Senators Pr it chard of Iforth Carolina, 
Thurston of Nebraska ,Dani els of Virginia and Hal* 
lory of Florida, the first three named "being re- 
publicans , the others democrats. The committee xk 
room was in what was known aB the basement of 
the Senate wing of the Capitol , being really the 
first floor, the three floors being known as the 
basement, the Senate and the gallery floors. But 
my work was not in this room for more than a day 
or two at the moBt,for almost immediately after 
my appointment Senator Burrows removed to the 
room of the Committee on Privileges and Elections 
as it was understood that he was to be the 
chairman of that committee when the Senate com- 
mittees for that Congress should be appointed in 
the following December. So that during the re- 
mainder of tha year I performed the duties of 
Clerk of the Committee on the Revision of the 
Laws and also of Clerk of the Committee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections. But these duties were far 
from being onerous at first, as neither of these 
committees held a meeting from March 4,1901, un- 
til after the close of the year. 

My work in ray new position was very different 
from that which I had performed while I was with 
Mr. Gardner. Instead of the mail going to Mr. 
Burrows it was received by the messenger of the 
committee , Mr. H.H.Bumphrey of Three Rivers,Mich- 
igan,who retained the letters relating to pen- 
sions and matters of that nature, while the rest 
was given to me. The letters which were strict- 
ly personal I laid upon the desk of Mr. Burrows, 
all the others I retained arid replied to them 
myself , seldom conferring with the Senator as to 
the nature of the reply. All such letters were 
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were looked over carefully and signed by him, but 
after a whllo he fell into the habit of signing 
them without reading and later I adopted the 
practice of signing the name of the Senator to 
the letters myself. These letters generally re- 
lated to matters of legislation or to appoint- 
ments to office which members of Congress — Sen- 
ators especially — are expected to endeavor to 
secure for theiB constituents who apply for 
them. I kept a record of these applications, 
which were numbered by hundreds, and conducted 
the correspondence relating to them — in Senator 
Burrows' name— both with the applicants and ±3ob± 
their friends and also with the several depart- 
ments of the government in which the applica- 
tions were pending, and visited such departments 
when advisable to irge the appointments asked 
for. There were a very few of these applica- 
tions , however, which were for the more important 
positions under the government — such as ambassa-; 
dors or ministers to foreign countries— and to 
these Senator Burrows gave his personal atten- 
tion,I doing no more than keep a record of ap- 
plications of this class and conferring with the 
Senator concerning the better course to be pur- 
sued in regard to them. 

At first and during the whole of the year 1901 
I wrote the letters required by Senator Burrows 1 
correspondence myself. But as soon as the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections for that Con- 
gress had be m organized and I had received my 
appointment as its clerk, I requested that an as- 
sistant clerk of the committee be appointed. Mr. 
Burrows was at first reluctant to ask this of 
the Senate, but I urged it and after a time he 
consented to Introduce a resolution that I had 
drafted providing for the appointment of such an 
assistant at an annual salary of twelve hundred 
dollars. The committee to whom the resolution x\ 
was referred at first objected to tha amount of 
the salary and Senator Burrows was disposed to 
yield to the objection. But again I took a hand 
in the matter and insisted that as the Committee 
on Privileges and Inactions was rated as a com- 
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mittee of the first class, the salary of the as- 
sistant clerk should correspond with the rank of 
the committee . L'o the resolution was adopted as 
drafted. The first appointment was of Frank 
Shepard of Cheboygan county , Michigan, and after 
about a year he was succeeded by Mary Gage of 
Washington and after her marriage the place was 
given to Miss Lav;ler of Lansing, Michigan, both 
Mary Gage and Miss Lawler being unusually compe- } 
tent stenographers and typewriters. 80 that af- 
ter the appointment of an assistant , instead of 
writing the letters myself I dictated them to my 
stenographer. With the claims for pensions 
pending in the Pension Bureau and the addressing 
of franked labels I had nothing to do, as those 
matters were attended to by Mr. Bumphrey. As 
Secretary to ."snator Burrows I also drafted all 
the bills introduced in the Senate by him while 
I was with him, these bills being numbered by the 
score, some, like pension bills, being simple and 
easy to draw, others of great importance and re- 
quiring not only ability but also much time and 
thou glit to put them in proper shape. 

As clerk of a I enate committee my duties would 
properly be nothing more than giving notice of 
meetings of the committee and keeping the rec- 
ords of its meetings. Bat from the first, so far 
as Senator Burrows was concerned, and afterwards 
when it was learned by the other members of the 
committee that I was a lawyer and had held an 
important judicial position,my duties were 
greatly extended and it devolved upon me to pre- 
pare many of the reports of the committee to the 
Senate , examine questions ;hich c <me before the 
committee and do many other things of like na- 
ture, the same as if I had been a member of the 
committee. Very little of this, however ,came to 
me until after the year 1901. 

Senator Burrows was also a member of the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs of the Senate, to 
which committee were referred many bills for the 
removal of charges of desertion or the correc- 
tion in other v.ays of the record of Union offi- 
cers ot soldiers in the Civil War. In many of 
these cases it fell to me to examine the matter 
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and prepare the report of the corunittee. The 
things I have mentioned formed the greater part 
of my work, although there were some other inci- 
dental duties which occasionally came tc me. I 
made it a rule of conduct to "be on the alert for 
any work that could he performed by me and to do 
it without w iting to receive suggestions or to 
ask questions. 

My salary as clerk of the committee on the Be- 
vision of the Laws was at the rate of eighteen 
hundred dollars per annum. As clerk of the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and Elections I received 
twenty-two hundred and twenty dollars per annum, 
to which was added one month's salary at the end 
of each regular session of Congress ,making my 
total yearly salary twenty- four hundred and five 
dollars. 

The firat inauguration of a President of the 
United States that I ever attended was the sec- 
ond inauguration of President McKinley,in 1901, 
and of that I saw very little as a pouring rain 
drove to cover nearly every one who was not mor» 
ally compelled to remain. As I had not yet tak- 
en the oath of office ,1 did not think it "best to 
avail myself of the privilege of occupying a 
place in the Senate Chamber during the inaugura- 
tion of Vice-President Roosevelt and the assem- 
bling of if the notables preliminary to their 
taking their places on the platform east of the 
Capitol, where the main inauguration ceremonies 
were held. 

A i pecial session of the Senate was held very 
soon after the inauguration, and continued for 
some weeks, so that we did not leave Washington 
until in May , when we went to New York and from 
there I went to Kalamazoo and took rooms at the 
home of Mrs. Crane, 320 Woodward Avenue, where I 
remained until July 1,1901, when we took rooms at 
the then residence of Mrs. Cowgill,405 Stuart 
Avenue, which we occupied until November 1,1901, 
when we returned to Washington, where we at first 
took rooms at 201 A Street S.E.,but at the end 
of one month we removed to to 218 A Street, S.E., 
where we remained un'il the following summer. 

My health continued to be far from good during 
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the -..hols of the year 1901. I load occasional 
attacks of the grip which produced a chronic 
condition of nervous weakness to an extent that 
placed me under the disadvantage of never feel- 
ing entirely -.veil and during much of the time 
feeling decidedly ill even when I was able to 
attend to my work. I had, however, the advantage 
of doing my work in my own time and not being 
compelled to do it at any particular time or in 
any way except my own. Indeed the work I did 
from 1901 to 1911 wis — except in a few excep- 
tional instances— just such as I set myself at 
and was neither directed nor suggested by any 
one. In a very few instances 3enator Burrows 
suggested things that he thought it might be 
well if they were done, and in nearly all these 
instances his suggestion was adopted, whet her my 
judgment agreed with his or not. In an exceed- 
ingly few cases I followed my own judgment and 
not his. But in more than ninety-nine per cent 
of the things I did in the performance t of my du- 
ties during the years last mentioned/seemed to 
me that it would be well if certain things were J 
done and I did them. 

Sxcept during one or two of the later years 
that I was with tenator Burrows I had nothing to 
do with the preparation of his speeches farther 
than— when requested— to look them over and waav 
sometimes suggest changes in phraseology that 
would ,in my judgment , improve the same, and ,in one 
or two instances, surest one or more matters 
that I thought might be introduced to advantage. 
Otherwise he was the sole author of his speeches 
so far as I had any knowledge on that subject. 
But I did write some of the arguments f legal or 
otherwise, that formed some parts of one or two 
of the later speeches delivered by him in the 
Senate . 

My appointment as clerk of the committee on 
Privileges and Elections was made by the commit*, 
tee on the recommendation of Jenator Burrows a- 
uout the middle of Dee mzber ,1901 , and I remained 
in that office until April 30,1911. 

I made a number of formal speeches and addres- 
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ing an address on "Hichigato" to the Michigan So- 
cial Club at Washington on the evening of Febru- 
ary 27,1901. Many of the members of the club 
(though from widely separated parts of Michigan) 
knew me by reputation, but comparatively fev. had 
ever heard me speak. This address seemed to 
please those who heard it very much and from slot 
that time I was frequently called upon to speak, 
either formally or informally, at meetings of the 
club. I also made a speech at a c ami? fire of Co. 
0 Fourth Michigan Cavalry on the evening of June 
14,1901. To that company and regiment belong 
the honor of the capture of Jefferson Davis. I 
was — without any request on my part — elected to 
honorary membership in the company and, I assume, 
still retain it,as it was bestowed without limit 
or condition. The same is true as regards the 
Thirteenth Michigan Infantry, 

In the latter part of the month of June I was 
asked to deliver an address on the "Army Canteen" 
at the First M.S. church of Kalamazoo, on the 
evening of June 30,1901. I complied with the 
request, the meeting was well advertised and the 
church was crowded with people who seemed to be 
profoundly interested in what I said. The tenor 
and substance of the address were noted by the 
press in many parts of the State and caused much 
comment and created something approaching a sen- 
sation in some quarters. A not altogether accu- 
rate (and in some regards a very inaccurate) ac- 
count of the meeting and of the address, was pub- 
lished in the Kalamazoo Telegraph and religious- 
ly copied (the mistakes particularly) in the xxxxx. 
Christian He raid, published at Detroit. Thase 
published reports may be found on pages 100 to 
103 of volume 2 of "Personal Mention. » The in*... 
terest in this subject was created by the enact- 
ment by Congress of a measure prohibiting the 
sale of intoxicating liquors at the several post 
exchanges connected with the. army. This aroused 
a storm of protest from the liquor dealers and 
from many of the army officers who had a share 
of the proceed of of the sales of liquors, the 
¥ar Department threw the weight of its influence 
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on the side of the liquor dealers and a suborned 
press gars space to a vast number of false 
statements by vhich some 7/ell meaning people 
were being mislod. The aim -of my address was to 
show the utter falsity of the claims and asser- 
tions of the breviers and of the war Department, 
and I not only did that but I vent farther and 
exposed the serpent in all its hideousness. Of 
all this the report of my address as ufcllshed 
in the Kalamazoo Telegraph gave not even a hint. 

In Be ember ,1901,1 was invited to deliver my 
address on the "Army Canteen" before the Michi- 
gan Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, which held its session at Muskegon, and I 
was assigned the best place on the program next 
to that of the bishop, the first place being al- 
lotted to the bishop's sermon on :.unday morning 
and my address set down for tAmday afternoon, 
^lile on my way to the conference on Saturday I 
learned of the death of President McKinley which 
occurred on the same day — September 14-- and as 
the President had been a prominent member of the 
Methodist church a memorial service by the con- 
ference was hastily improvised for Sunday after- 
noon, an hour before the time fixed for my ad- 
dress. I was put on the program for the memo- 
rial service with Bishop barren and two prominent 
ministers of the conference. The bishop in in- 
troducing me said, in effect, that las'- name was jiia 
placed on the program on account of my being of 
the same profession as the deceased President. 
But I made scant reference to McKinley as a law- 
yer and devoted my talk to a description of some 
of the characteristics of the late President as 
I had gathered them from my personal observation 
of him. The newspapers said nothing of the ad- 
dresses beyond giving the names of the speakers. 
I afterwards wrote out the substance of this ad- 
dress and it may be found in my "Unpublished Ad- 
dresses," pages 360 to 372. 

Immediately following the memorial service 
came my address which appeared ^o make a decided 
impression on the ministers and others of the 
great audience that heard it. It was substan-- i 
tially the same as the one I had given 
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mazoo . 

September 19,1901,1 delivered an address on 
the life and character of President McKinley to 
the pupils of the Kalamazoo High School. This 
address was not in any respect like the one at 
u sk gon. 

In the autumn of 1901 Orcutt Poit of the Grand 
Army of the Republic caused an unpretentious 
monument to be erected in Riverside cemetery and 
on the 22nd day of September of that year it was 
dedicated /ith nuch ceremony, a great crowd be inn. 
in attendance. Senator Burrows was depended up* 
on to deliver the oration, but on the day preced- 
ing the dedication he asked to be excused from 
doing so and I was hastily engaged on the very 
day of the dedication to take his place. For 
some unexplained reason the newspapers paid no 
attention to the event, but those who attended 
seemed greatly pleased with my impromptu effort 
and I afterwards heard of much favorable com- 
ment concerning it. This address also I after- 
wards wrote, as nearly as it could be remembered, 
and it appears in "Unpublished Addresses," page 
373. 

I was also selected to deliver an address as 
the representative of the church,at the farewell 
reception to the retiring pastor, Rev. W.A.Frye, 
September 24,1901 ,and again at the reception to 
the ne ly appointed pastos,Bev. W.M.Puffer, Octo- 
ber 1,1901. October 15,1901,1 delivered the ad- 
dress at the annual meeting of the Kalamazoo 
County Sunday School Association, a brief but 
fairly accurate account of which address was 
printed in the Kalamazoo Telegraph and is pre- 
served on page 102 of volume 2 of "Personal Men- 
tion." At the re-union of my regiment , held at 
Ann Arbor, October 17, 1901, "Old Glory" was the 
toast to which I as called upon to respond, 
which suited me as well as any that could have 
been named. 

I wrote only two articles for publication in 
1901, one a history of Orcutt Post ,G. A. R. pub- 
lished in the Kalamazoo Telegraph and found on 
page 59, volume 1 of my "Writings," the other an 
article on the Senate Committee of Privileges 
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and Elect ions, published in the same newspaper 
and preserved on page 60 of the volume last men- 
tioned. Substantially the same article was pre- 
pared "by me for a reporter for the Detroit Jour- 
nal and published — with 3ome additions by the 
reporter— in that paper in December 1901, a copy 
being found on page 104 cf volume 2 of "Personal 
Mention.* 

33y work in and for the G.A.E. was not slacken-' 
ed or interrupted by my having to be in Washing- 
ton during a part of the year. Early in my stay 
in that city I associated myself with Parragut 
Post Uo. 10,Department of the Potomac , G.A.E. , as 
has been stated, and when at home I have always 
been active in the affairs of Orcutt Post, and 
when in Atlanta I have usually attended the 
meetings of O.M.Mitchel Post. 

On the 6th of December ,1901,1 as elected 
President of the Michigan Social 01ub,an organ- 
ization of which mention has been before made. 
Not only did this honor come to me unsought ,but 
I was quite reluctant to assume the duties of 
the position. But during the succeeding nine 
years and more I found in the association with 
the intelligent and refined men and women com- 
posing the membership of the club more than com- 
pensation for all the work I did in behalf of 
the club. 

Financially 1901 was, for rae,a great improvement 
on the preceding year. As my salary was in- 
creased twice in the course of the year, the to- 
tal I received during the year was a little less 
than $1,800, while my receipts for interest and 
divid nds and sums received from my publishers 
on sales of my book brought my total income a- 
bove §2,700 and enabled me to acid to my accumu- 
lations about four hundred dollars. 
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Chapter VXII. 



Life and York in Washington. 



The year nineteen hundred and two irafl an ex- 
ceedingly busy year for me, but was a compara- 
tively uneventful year so far as important hap- 
p nings were concerned. ?rom January 1st to Ju- 
ly 4th and from November 6th to December 31st my 
abiding place and work were in Washington,D.O. , 
while from July 16th to November 4th I was at 
homo in Kalamazoo. In ^'athington my work was in 
the Ca. itol and our rooms/a? .518 A St., S.E.J 
while our meals were taken at a boarding house 
kept by sisters named Paxon at 200 A.St.,S.E. 
In Kalamazoo I worked in the office of Senator 
Burrovs and our rooms were in the house of Dr. 
and Mrs. West brook, at 364 Elm St., the house now 
owned and occupied by Prof. McEwen and family, 
and v;e took cur meals with Mrs. Lucretia bright, 
on the northeast corner of Woodward and Kalama- 
zoo Avenues. My health was far from being good 
during the year, so I made it a practice , whenever 
the v/eather would allow, especially in the warmer 
part of the year, to ride :<iy bicycle daily, gener- 
ally before breakfast . In Washington these 
ridee extended into the country from three to 
nine miles in different ditoctions — out Seventh 
St.N.W.,and connecting roads beyond ^ort Ste- 
venson Conduit Boad well towards Oabin John 
Bridge, out from Georgetown to Tenallytown(or 
T?nleytown,as it is now miscalled) , out 14th St. 
N.W., beyond Piney Branch Ho ad, out Maryland Ave- 
nue l f .E. , beyond Bladensburg,out H St . N.3.,and 
Benning Eoad beyond Dea,nwood,over the Anacostia 
(or East Branch of the Potomac) beyond New Hope, 
over the same stream by the Pennsylvania Avenue 
S.E. bridge and out two or three or more miles 
into the country, out Connecticut Avenue to Chevy 
Chase, and out of the city in other directions 
not now recalled. While in Kalamazoo these bi- 
cycle rides were taken in all directions — north, 
south, eatt , west , and intermediate points of the 
compass--and for nearly the sr.jne distance as at 
Washington. 



298 

y •• ork in 1902 ' ,r. in lost rejects of the 
same character as that which I performed during 
the succeeding nine years. By the middle of the 
year # or before ,1 had b -come sufficiently habit- 
uated to the work, and the member B of the commit- 
tee had become so well acquainted ;ith no that 
it was expected of me that I would do for the 
committee practically all the work of examining 
ordinary cases and writing the reports for the 
committee— vork that it properly belonged to the 
members of the committee to perform—and for 
Senator Burrows I had th work of examining the 
faets and writing the reports in the cases re- 
ferred to him by the Senate Committee on Milita- 
ry Affair8 f of which he was then a member. The 
first of the latter classjof cases that c ame to 
me was that of Harlow L.Jtreet. A bill for the 
relief of the said Harlow L. Street having be n ty 
introduced in the Senate and referred to the 
Committee on "Tilitary Affairs was referred to 
Senator Burrows as a sub- committee and by him 
handed to me for investigation. I examined the 
papers, formed my opinion in regard to the mat- 
ter ,embodied my conclusions in the form of a re- 
port by the committee , which afjpears on pages 60 
to 624 of volume l,of my "Writings," appended 
the papers referred to in the repofct,and in this 
shape the report and accompanying papers were 
presented by Mr. Burrows to the committee. The 
committee agreeing with my views (as would natur- 
ally be the case in the absence of any independ- 
ent investigation by any of the members of the 
dommifctee) ,the r sport was adopted by the commit- 
tee ,reported to the Senate, printed, with the ac- 
companying papers , copies furnished to all the 
officers of the Senate,a copy laid an the de: k 
of each Senator, the bill taken up in its ordtjr 
and passed by the Senate on the strength of the 
report. And this was the oourse of procedure in 
nearly every one of the oases to which I shall 
refer in the later pages of .this work. How much 
I had to do with the legislation on the part of 
the Senate while I was connected with that body, 
can be inferred from this statement and from 
what will be hereafter rlated. It is supposed 
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by the people of this country that all the acts 
passed toy Oon ;ress are given most careful atten- 
tion, thought and doliberat ion by all the members 
of both the Senate and the House of Eepresenta- 
tives and are the result of the combined labors 
and intellectual ability of the Senators and 
Representatives. In fact the great ma3B of the 
laws enacted by Uongress are the outcome of the 
labors, research and ability of clerks and secre- 
taries whose names are unknown outside of the 
Oapitol ,and ,in many instances, not very well 
known there. 

The aext case that came to my hand a as a bill 
to remove the -harge of desertion from the mil- 
itary record of Jacob Breyfogle. I examined the 
proofs submitted and came to the conclusion that 
the beneficiary named in the bill had not estab- 
lished bis case and that the bill ought not to 
pass, and drafted the report accordingly. And in 
the next case, which was of the same nature, I 
came to the same inclusion and prepared a simi- 
lar report. Tese cases, with the report to the 
Senate in each,' ill be found on pages 62A,63A,3us'. 
and 64 of Volume l,of my "Writings. * The re- 
ports prepared by me for the CJoramittee on Mili- 
tary Affairs in these two cases were adopted by 
the committee and by the Senate and considera- 
tion of the bills indefinitely postponed. And a 
comparison of the reports in the three cases 
mentioned (and in the others that are to follow) 
with opinions rendered by me while on the bench, 
will illustrate the fact that this examination 
of bills in the Senate and rendering an opinion 
in eah of them in the form of a report was 
strikingly similar to the work I did on the 
bench. 

The next bill submitted to me was one for the 
relief of Matthew 1 . Lewis, a bill of the some 
nature as thos ■ in behalf of Breyfogle and 
Brown, but in which, after a careful examination 
of the testimony, I cyme to a -diferent conclusion 
from that which I reached in the former cases, 
and in the report I recommended the passage of 
the bill. The report as drafted by me and xdfl 
adopted "by the committee and by the Senate ,ap- 
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pears on page 54, Volume l,of my ""STri tings." 

The next Mil referred to Senator Burrows by 
the tJen ite Scmaitteo on lilitnry Affairs was one 
relating to the rank of certain officers of ar- 
tillery. Bing in doubt as to the merits of 
this hill, I drafted a letter from Senator Bur- 
rows to the Secretary of War, Hon. Ulihu Root, 
and tr nsmitted the bill with the letter to the 
¥ar Department and on receipt of the reply of 
the Secretary I drafted an aiverse report" on the 
bill. This report ,v/ith the correspondence ,may 
be feund on page 55, Volume l,of my "Tritinrja." 

The wxt :.iece of proposed legislation examin- 
ed by me was one in which I took unusual inter- 
est as it related to a proposed memorial to one 
who was a native ofl Michigan and for whose mili- 
tary prowess^nd skill I had felt great admira- 
tion since my early boyhood when I U33d to hear 
my mother recite a piece of rhyme, of rather in- 
different qualit, ,in laudation of the victory 
won by General DTacornb at Piatt sburg. As the re- 
port drafted by mo and adopted by the comiaittee 
was quite brief I transcribe it, nearly entire, to 
these page3,as follows: 

"'i'his bill had its origin in the desire on the 
part of a number of patriotic citizens of itoKHaic 
Detroit , Mich. # ospeoially the members of a soci- 
ety known as the Unite* States Daughters of 
1812 ,to erect in that city a substantial memori- 
al of the life, the virtues and the distinguished 
services of General Kacomb. The committee re- 
gards this project as eminently praiseworthy. 

"General Macomb was a soldier who rose from an 
humble station to what was, in his day, the high- 
eat rank in the American army, by the purity of 
his patriotism,the faithfulness of his service 
to his country ,and the brilliancy of his milita- 
ry genius. One of the most important victories 
won by the American Army in the T/ar of 1312 — the 
repulse of the British forces at Platteburg — was 
achieved largely through the- daring and the mil- 
itary skill of the commander of the American 
forces, General Macomb. 

■General Macomb was born in what is now the 
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city of Detroit, and several years of his life in 
the army were devoted to the service of his 
country in repairing the desolation wrought in 
that city and in the then Territory of Michigan 
by the ravages of war. It is therefore, in the 
opinion of your commit tee, eminently fitting that 
the city of Detroit should he the place of a 
monument to his memory." 

The joint resolution van a- opted hy both of 
the iious es of Congress ,but what became of the 
project thus encouraged by the gift of a quanti- 
ty of material for the -Monument ,1 never learned, 
but doubt -whether it was ever carried into exe- 
cution. If there is a statue of General Macomb 
in the city of Detroit,! have never seen it and 
do not know where it 16* 

The next bill (so far as I can now roc all) that 
I examined , ./as one authorizing the loan of arms 
by the Secretary of T r ar to companies of the 
Boys' Brigade of the District of Columbia. As 
this measure was designed to promote the milita- 
ry instruction of boys, I was in favor of it, with 
all my heart, and in the resort which I framed, 
and which v/au adopted by the committee , this lan- 
guage was used: 

"The organizations Renown as Boys* Brigades are 
formed for the purpose of enlisting the atten- 
tion and interest of boys and young men in those 
tilings which males for better living. They are 
designed to implant in the minds of their mem- 
bers a desire for pure and uoble manhood and the 
formation of 'habits of obedience, reverence .dis- 
cipline and sjlf-rewpect .' 

"In order to awaken and maintain an interest 
in these organ! as at ions on She part of their mem- 
bers, such members are organized into companies 
and divisions, af ter the plan of Military organi- 
zations, for the purpose of physical exercise and 
military training. The purpose of these organi- 
zations" seems to your donmittee to be a proper 
and commendable one." 

It should have been seated on an earlier page 
of this volume -where reference is made to my 
work in examining bills and preparing reports 
for Senate committees, that Senator Burrows more 
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than once asserted to me that he never "before 
had a secretary or a cleric of any committee of 
which he, was chairman, or knew of one connected 
with any of the committees of the House or Ben- 
ate ,who did or was capable of doing work so im- 
portant as that which I performed. 

I can recall but one address delivered by me 
in 1902 and that was in Washington at the annual 
meeting of the Michigan Association ,December 5. 
A short time before the meeting I had been ap- 
pointed by the president of the Association one 
of a committee to prepare resolutions on the 
death of Oalvin S. 1 pvns jnd ,who was pr o aid nt of 
the Association in 1393. Townsend was for a 
number of years the editor of a Kalamazoo news- 
paper and , although ha belonged to a different 
political party, was always my devoted personal 
and political f < iend. I drafted the resolutions 
and presented them at the meeting and supported 
them in a speech of considerable length which 
seemed to make a decided impression on those who 
heard it and was the cause of my being elected 
Vice-President of the Association, which presar 
my election as President in the year following, 
that "being the rule of the Association. The 
r solutions and an account of the meeting are on 
pages 106 and 107 of Volume 2 of "Personal Men- 
t ion." 

In my writings for 1902 should be included not 
only the reports of committees and the resolu- 
tionalitfiieh have Just been mentioned , but also a 
volume entitled "Senate Election Oases," pub- 
lished by the United States Government for the 
Senate of the United States, and of which I was 
the compiler and, to some extent f the author. Up 
to the year 1385 there had been no compilation 
of cases in hich the election of Senators had 
been contested. But in ,he year named such a 
compilation was authorized fcy the Senate and 
made by George S. Taft of Has sachu setts. In the 
year 1893 another compilation as made by Seorge 
P.Furher. i?ut a number of cases having arisen 
since 1893, Sen at or Burrows, at some time in the 
latter part of 1901 or early in 1902, introduced 
a resolution in the Senate, which was adopted.au- 
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thorizlng a new compilation of Senate Election 
Oases "by the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions ,and I v/as appointed by the Committee to 
perform the labor of making the compilation. 

I soon discovered that all the material that I 
Could obtain for the new part of the compilation 
consisted of the report of the committee in each 
case and that for eve iy thing else that was re- 
quired I must extract it from the daily reports 
of the proceedings of the Senate as contained in 
the Congressional Becor'. and the Journal of the 
Senate. And I also discovered) that the indexes 
to the volumes of the Be oord could not be de- 
pended upon as containing a reference to the 
record of all the proceedings of the Senate. I 
therefore went over the entire record, examining 
carefully every page of every volume of the Con- 
gressional Be ord from Search 4,1893 ,to March 3, 
1905, com rising hundreds of thousands of pages 
and requiring all the time I could veil spare 
froainy work during the gre ter part of the year 
1902 and the first two months of 1903. I had 
also to select with care the material that 
should form a large portion of the b<-ok, consist- 
ing of a copy of the record of every proceeding 
in the Senate relating to the case ,or a state- 
ment of the substance thereof, a copy of the re- 
port of the committee and of the views of the 
minority(if any), the vote or votes of the Senate 
on the report , together with such extracts as I 
thought proper from speeches made by Senators on 
the questions involved in the case, and any other 
matter that in my judgment it might be well to 
incorporate in fcfce work. I had also to prvpare 
a syllabusfor he .dnotejto each case, which should 
contain a brief outline of the facts in the case 
and a succinct statement of the points decided 
by the vote of the Senate. This latter was a part 
of the work r quiring the utmost care, discern- 
ment and good judgment, in order to make this 
statement, though brief, so comprehensive and ac- 
curate that one on reading it would learn from 
it what were all the questions involved in the 
case and how they were de jided ,vithout being 
compelled to read the entire case in order to 
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1 am the entire scope of the decision. Here,a- 
gain,my knowledge of the law and my experience 
in writing Judicial opinions were of great value 
t o me . 

So far as t v .e compilat ions by Judge flaft and 
■r. Vurber were concerned, I made few changes in 
these, but incorporated them in the new work sub- 
stantially as they were. In my index to the xaii 
volume I did ,hovn?ver, re- index their part of the 
work, adding a number of titles and cross-refer- 
ences. I had also to attend to the printing of 
the work by th 0 government printers , read all the 
j-roof and attend to the delivery of copy and the 
return of the proof, 

As before indicated, the labor of preparing 
this book took a rreat deal of my time and re- 
quired the very bet of my knowledge and judg- 
ment. How well I ;vcc ;cded may be inferred from 
the Tact that a number of the Senators volun- 
teered to express to me their appreciation of 
the volume ,'den at or Hoar and Ex- Secretary Ohand- 
ler being especially complimentary in their 
praises of the matter and manner of the work. 

Uhen I undertook the labofc of preparing the 
volume of "Senate Election Oases , * nothing was 
said to me in regard to the pay for the work ex- 
cept that I was to be paid. Had I performed the 
same service for a client ,either a private indi- 
vidual or a corporation ,1 would never have con- 
sented to take less than fifteen hundred dollars 
for my services. And one of the Senate offi- 
cials,-/.!™ had assisted in the work of a previous 
compilation, said that my work was worth throe 
thousand dollars. But Senator Burrows, who had 
no conception of the amount of work I had done 
or of its value, advised that I make a claim for 
only one thousand dollars, and I unwisely follow- 
ed his advice. 

But some of the members of th Senate commit- 
tee having the decision of the matter of my com- 
pensation, obj ected even to th small amount ask- 
ed, claiming that as I was receiving a salary 
from the government while I was doing the work I 
ought to have nothing for it. A more unworthy 
excuse for a mean and dishonest action it would 
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'be difficult to imagine. ?,ut this was in accord 
with the usual way of members of CJongress of 
"bo oh. Houses, .ho, as I had reason many times to 
observe v/hile I was connected with the Senate t 
were alw.-.ys disposed to bo very liberal where 
their own interests were concerned,ready to vote 
themselves large salaries and questionable per- 
quisites, but when questions regarding a decent 
compensation to other officials or employees of 
the government i or the payment of an honest in- 
debtedness of the government ,uere involved, would 
be guilty of meannesses and evasions so despica- 
ble that it would be hard to find a private in- 
dividual who would be guilty of anything so con- 
temptible. The committee finally allowed me 
sj;en hundred and fifty dollars, which I as com- 
pelled to accept, as I had no redress for the 
glaring injustice done me, as one who performs 
services for any government is obliged to d panel 
for his compensation on the B.nse of fairness, or 
want of it, of those who administer th e govern- 
ment • 

Socially the year 1902 brought me recognition 
and associations that were both complimentary 
and pleasant to me. I h we referred to the fact 
of my election as Vice-President of th a ichigan 
Association and of my re-election as President 
of the Michigan Social Club. Being a member of 
these associations and holding these positions 
brought me into association, socially ,with nearly 
all the members of the lower House of Congress 
from Michigan (and in most cases with their fam- 
ilies) and in ;his and other ways I became one 
of a circle of acquaint anees and friends as 
large and as worthy as one could well ask. The 
names of many of these now occur to me and will 
be cherished in memory while I live. And they 
include — b;sidee those of , the representatives in 
Congress referred to — tile names of the Chaplain 
of the House, Dev. Dr. Co«.-den,and family 
dridge and family , J. H.>' T olcott and family, Beth D. 
Gage and family (whom I had known in Kalamazoo), 
'ita. 3er .-ick and family ,w. Irving Latimer and 
wife, George ¥» Baylor and wife of Vermont ,and a 
large number of others. I was also a member of 
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the Short Story Glub,an organization of about 
fifty people , nearly all writers of more or less 
ability, some of '.hem authors whose published 
works had been received with favor by the pub- 
lic. I attended the meetings of this club quite 
regularly but as my work consisted so largely of 
writing I did not feel equal to the ta.;k of 
writing anything for the entertainment of the 
members of that body. 

In military affairs and associations I -as fa- 
vored — in addition to meeting with ray comrades 
in the Grand Army posts at Washing-, on and Kala- 
mazoo— with seeing and talking with occasional- 
ly, General Miles and general Wilcox, both of whom 
were accustomed to c.-ill at the committee room, 
the former to see Senator Burrows, principally , 
the latter to see me. 

f/y religious activities in 1902 were not so 
great as in nany former ye irs , because of the 
fact that I was away from home so much of the 
time, v.-hile in Washington I attended the Metro- 
politan Memorial Methodist Kpis copal church of 
which Eev. Dr. Frank Bristol (now Bishop Bris- 
tol) was pastor. But I had no acquaintance with 
the pastor and very little with any of the mem- 
bers of the society, so I merely attended the 
services of the church rather regul -irly , rented 
sittings in the church and otherwise contributed 
to its support, and that .as all. 

"#y income for 1902 was about thirty- five hun- 
dred dollars, and though my expenses (consisting 
largely of physicians 1 and surgeons 1 feesjwere 
very large — amounting to more than t -enty-seven 
hundred dollars — a comfortable b lanee was left 
on the right side of the ledger. 

I vas in Washington during the year nineteen 
hundred and three from the first day of January 
until the 17th of April, and again from the 30th 
d.sy of October until the close of the year, and 
was in Kalamazoo from April 24th to October the 
29th. In Washington we occupied rooms at Ho. Sib 
A St. S.E.,and in Kalamazoo our rooms were at Ka|. 
No. 917 T/est Main St., where ray lodgings have been 
ever since when I have be -n in Kalamazoo. In 
"Washington we continued to take our me as at the 
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Faxons 1 and while in Kalamazoo at Mrs. Wright 1 s. 

I think that the most important piece of ./ork 
that I did in 1^03 and one of the most notewor- 
thy that I accomplished during my service in 
Washington, related to Senate resolutions propos- 
ing the allowance of additional compensation to 
some of those who were Senators from some of the 
Southern States in what is known as "reconstruc- 
tion" times. Not long after the close of the 
Civil War provision was made "by Oongress for the 
admission of Senators and Representatives in 
Oongress from each of the States then lately in 
rebellion, on such State complying with certain 
prerequisites stated in the Act of Oongress pro- 
viding for such admission. One "by one the 
southern Itates complied v/ith the terms imposed 
and their Senators and Bepresentatives were al- 
lowed to take their seats, each in that house of 
Congress to which he had been elected. 

It had toe^n for a long time the custom of both 
the Senate and House, that when the seat of a 
member was vacant at the beginning of a Oongress 
and was afterwards filled by an election, to pay 
to the person so elected the salary attached to 
the office from the beginning of that Oongress. 
This was on the theory that the State being en- 
titled to representation, the member chosen after 
the beginning of a Oongress should have the same 
privilege as to salary that he would have had if 
he had been in hie place when the Oongress be- 
gan. 

It so happened that the several resolutions 
d daring the reconstructed States entitled to 
representation in Oongress, and the admission of 
the Senators and E ^preservatives from those 
States, occurred at a considerable time after the 
beginning of a Congress , some after the beginning 
of the Fortieth, others after the beginning of 
the Forty-first Congress. In the House of Bep- 
resentatives the rule adverted to was followed 
and the Bepresentatives from the reconstructed 
States w -ra paid from the beginning of the Oon- 
gress la which they were admitted to their 
seats. But in the' Senate a different rule was 
adopted and in accordance with the views of such 
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eminent lawyers as Senators Davis , Sumner ,IIort on, 
Carpenter ,I2dmunds ,and others, it as decided that 
the Senators from the reconstructed States were 
entitled to compensation only from the time when 
the States they represented are severally de- 
clared to he entitled to representation in Con- 
gress, and the Senators from the eleven seceding 
states were paid accordingly. 

ut after the lapse of a number of years, and 
about the year 1890 or 1891, it was sought to re- 
open the question and allow those who had been 
Senators from the reconstructed States compensa- 
tion equivalent to the amount of t .eir several 
salaries from the beginning of the Congress dur- 
ing which they were admitted to the time from 
which their salaries had been paid. The Senate 
thereupon reversed its former action and in the 
case of six of these Senators amounts aggregat- 
ing nearly thirty- five thousand dollars were al- 
lowed and paid to them. This was naturally f ol- 
io, ed by similar claims in behalf of the other 
Senators who -./ere in the same category and reso- 
lutions were introduced in the Senate in behalf 
of fourteen former Senators, or their personal 
representatives, providing for the payment to 
them of sum3 aggregating more than eighty- six 
thousand dollars as unpaid salaries. These res- 
olutions were referred to the Commit tee on Priv- 
ileges and Elections and by the committee refer- 
red to Senator Burrows as a sub-committee and by 
him referred to me for examination. 

had I been like moot of the Senators , like most 
people indeed,! should have adopted the easier 
course and at most made no examination of the 
question farther than to see that res olutions 
similar to those that had been referred to me, 
had, only a few years before, been favorably re- 
ported to and adopted by the Senate. But it was 
never my way to take anything for granted. It 
was alwavs one of my characteristics that I 
wished to know both the history of any matter 
upon which I was required or expected to act, and 
the reasons for any decision made by others or X 
which I was expected to make. So I made a thor- 
ough examination of the whole question, studying 
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its history from the time when it originated 
and going carefully over the debates in and the 
action of the Senate regarding that question in 
reconstruction times and also when the question 
again arose in more recent years. And after 
giving the matter most careful examination arid 
due consideration, and pondering the arguments on 
both sides, I case to the conclusion that the de- 
cision of the Senate of fc&e ^ort^th^n^-a^^ft 
was right and the action of the /Fifty- first con- 
gress was wrong and that the beneficiaries named 
in the resolutions referred to me were not en- 
titled to the 3uras named in these resolutions or 
to any sum whatever; and this on th I ; ound that \ 
it would be exceedingly illogical to allow men 
compensation as Senators for a time when they 
not only did not represent their States in the 
Senate but for a time when their States were not 
entitled to representation in the Senate. I 
therefore framed the report of v/hich a copy ap- 
pears on pages 68 to 73 of Volume 1 of my "Writ- 
ings." And I have always been vain enough to 
think that had it been possible for me to re- 
ceive the credit that was my due for this work 
I dould ark no better memorial of the painstak- 
ing care I always exercised in regard to my Ju- 
dicial decisions and of the legal ability mani- 
fested in at least some of them. 

After I had drafted the report I submitted it 
to Senator Burrov/s and he naturally approved of 
it. I then took it to Senator Hoar, who was next 
in rank to Senator Burrows on the committee, and 
was also one of the ablest lawyers in the Senate 
and in the country as well. I stated the matter 
to him and read the draft of the report in full. 
At the conclusion of the reading he said without 
he sit at ion, "You are right. There is no answer 
to the argument you make and no way by which one 
could logically dissent from your conclusion. I 
have voted for some of the resolutions of that 
character without giving the matter much thought 
and because I was glad to do anything I could to 
help my good friend George E.Spencer. But I 
shall certainly favor your report." He then 
said some other things deuce riling the report 
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which were very complimentary to me, but which I 
will not repeat. I next sav Senator Foraker, an- 
other member of the committee and an exceedingly 
able lawyer, and he heartily concurred in Senator 
Hoar 1 a opinion, and I did not care to confer with 
any of the other members in advance of the meet- 
ing of the committee. 

At the next meeting of the conrnlttee the re- 
port was presented by Senator Burrows and adopt- 
ed by a vote of twelve to one, the one dissenting 
being Senator Pritchard of N.0.,who had intro- 
duced one of the resolutions and was thus inter- 
ested in its passage. Sha report was then pre- 
sented to the Senate, printed, and in due time a- 
dopted by a practically unanimous vote. One or 
two resolutions similar to the twelve thus dis- 
posed of v/ere introduced in the Senate of subse*. 
quent Congresses , but were never pressed, and the 
action of the Senate on the report framed by me 
has ever since been acquiesced in. 

I have ever since felt no little satisfaction 
in the part I took in that matter and in the 
fact that I was instrumental in saving to the 
government many thousands of dollars which were 
sought to be obtained upon unwarranted claims. 
Of course nothing v/as generally k own of my part 
in the matter, and if it had been known it would 
have received no consideration when, a year or so 
later, the Senate had an opportunity to be decent 
in its alio vane e to me of compensation for work 
which I did in the preparation of the volume of 
Senate Election Oases, and which, like my work on 
the resolutions referred to, was wholly outside 
of any duties I could properly be called upon to 
perform as a government official. 

Vty social life in Washington and at home was 
of very much the s;une order in 1903 that it was 
in 1902. In Va- hington I v/as all the time mak* 
ing new f r lends , taking part in social activities 
and attending social functions as far as my time 
and the condition of my health would permit. 
During the whole of the year I was filling the 
office of President of the Michigan Social Club, 
which continued to increase in numbers and im- 
port nice through the year. The Detroit Free 
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Press of February 15 ,190,5 contained an article 
written y the correspondent of that paper in 
Va< hingt on, highly eulogistic of the club, its 
membership, it 8 work and its record , declaring it 
to be "a credit to Michigan," and including a 
portrait of and a brief complimentary reference 
to me , concluding with tbeaa words: 

"Perhaps no private citizen of Michigan has a 
larger circle of acquaintances and friends in 
Washington than has Judge Buck." 

is article is preserved on page 109 of Vol- 
ume 2 of "Personal Mention." 

The Washingtonfstar of February 21, 1903, con- 
tained a brief but fairly ^ood account of the 
annual banquet of the Michigan Social Glub and a 
reference to the history and membership of the 
club, which may be found on page 110 of Volume 2 
of "Personal Mention." 

In December ,1903,1 was elected President of 
the Michigan Association for the ensuing year. 
November 5,1903,1 attended a meeting of the So- 
ciety of American Authors(of which I had been 
elected a member a few months before) ,and took a 
prominent part in the proce :dings of the meet- 
ing. Among the lectures ,addresses and enter- 
tainments which I attended during the year were 
an address by Jacob Kiis,an exce Singly able 
sermon, as I estimated it, by Bev. J)r . Seorge 0. 
Lorimer in his church— the Madison Avenue Bap- 
tist in Hew York— and a play in which Maude Ad- 
ams was the star. 

I have thus far inadvertently omitted to men- 
tion the receptions given by t$£j&g$ idQnt of 
the United States, of which/one eaclt year in 
nearly every year that I was in Washington. I 
made it a rule not to attend any receptions ex- 
cept those to which I was personally invited, Vut 
my position as clerk of one of the Senate Com- 
mittees of the first class .entitled me to an in- 
vitation to the congressional reception given by 
the Presid .nt and his wife each year, usually in 
the month of February. These receptions were a- 
mong the most important and brilliant social e- 
vent3 occurring in T/ashington or in the nation, 
and to attend one was always a noteworthy event 
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in the life of any one. The guests were made up 
of those who were among the most important polity 
ical personages of the nation, the Vice-President, 
members of the Oabinet ,membors of the Senate and 
of the House of Bepre sent at ives , Just ices of the 
Supreme Court , foreign ambassadors and ministers, 
officers of the army and navy and men and women 
of eminence in all departments of life. All who 
attended were supposed to be dressed in their 
best clothes, nearly the whole of the interior of 
tlie "Shite House was thrown open, and the decora- 
tions, the bright lights, the music by the Marine 
Band and the brilliant throng of noted people, 
made the scene one never to be forgotten. 

In the latter part of July and the early part 
of ftu 'rust ,1903,1 made ray first visit to the Up- 
per Peninsula, ^oing by rail to Sault Ste. Marie 
and from there to I ugar Island in the St . Mary 
River where we visited tvo of my cousins — Ellen 
Bogers and Charles Bradshaw— f or several days 
and then returned home by steamer to Detour, 
Mackinac Island and Mackinaw 3ity,and by rail to 
Kalamazoo. 

I made a number of addresses in 1903, some 
thirteen or more in all, besides many inconspic- 
uous "talks" on unimportant occasions, in Wash- 
ington ,Kalaroaaoo and elsewhere. One of th ■ 
first of the public addresses was at the banquet 
of the Michigan Social Club in Washington , Febru- 
ary 16, 1903, this address being referred to in 
the article in the Ta. hington Star before men- • 
tioned. In Kalamazoo I made a speech to the 
Oommon Council of the city, in May, in support of 
a petition from Or cut t Post asking for the erec- 
tion of a memorial building in Kalamazoo. Of 
tills speech the Kalamazoo Telegraph said: 

"The" project of a Memorial Soldiers' Hall was 
presented by Col. 0 .E.Foote ,Seorgc F. Lamed and 
Judge George M. Buck. The latter addressed the 
aouncil and eloquently recited the heroic serv- 
ices of Kalamazoo men in the Civil War." 

The petition referred to (which was drafted by 
me) is set forth on page 110 of Volume 2 of 
"Personal Mention." 



313 

In 1903 I delivered the Memorial Day address 
at South Haven. The celebration of the day in 
that city was made a great occasion, an immense 
crowd was in attendance and the oration was re- 
ceived with manifestations of strongest appro- 
val. One minister of the gospel ,who had he en a 
member of my regiment , was apparently so carried 
away by what I was saying and so demonstrative 
in his approval of %he sentiments of my address, 
as to attract the attention of the entire aud- 
i ence • 

I also Hade an address at the First II. B. church 
in Kalamazoo on Children's Day , Sunday , June 14, 
1903, In June, 1903, the Woman's Belief Corps of 
Kalauiaooo having purchase! a number of lots in 
Siversida Cemetery for the hurial of deceased 
soldiers and sailors of the Civil ¥ar,and having 
arranged for the dedication of these lots on 
Sunday the 20th day of that month, I was asked by 
the Oorps to deliver the address on that occas- 
ion and did so. A large number of people at- 
t nded and the .-aremonies of dedication were xjuc*: 
very solemn and impresaive. 

On Sunday evening, July 5,1903,1 delivered an 
address at a patriotic meeting held in the audi- 
ence room of the First *I. S. church of Kalama- 
zoo, and on the evening of September 11, 1903, in 
the le ture room of the same building,! deliver- 
ed an address on "Washington City, the Capital of 
the Nation." The audience was hot large nor at 
all enthusiastic , but se med to be fairly well 
pleased with what I said. 

Sept -mber 84 and 2^,1903,1 visited the Michi- 
gan Conference of the ?f.K. Church at its annual 
session in Jackson, Michigan. In the forenoon of 
the latter day I visited the session of the lay 
electoral donference as a spectator only, not be- 
ing a delegate. In the course of the session a 
committee watt appointed to convey the fraternal 
greetings of the lay conference to the ministe- 
rial conference in session in another building, 
and to my surprise and conste rnation ,1 was named 
by the presid >nt of the lay conference- -Presi- 
dent Dickie, of Albion College— as the chairman 
of the corn-nit tee, which meant that I was to be 
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the spokesman of the committee. I at once pro- 
tested that I was not a member of the body from 
which the committee was named, bub to no avail. 
The committee at once repaired to the church 
where the ministerial conferenoe was in session, 
and in a very few minutes I was introduced to 
ths conference by th« presiding bishop— Bishop 
?oss. 8y address , though brief, was of such a 
charadtor that I was frequently interrupted by 
demonstrations of approval, and I closed amid a 
tumultuous buiwvt of applause from all parts of 
the house. 

On ounday , October 4,1903,1 made an address to 
a meeting of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion of Kalamazoo. 

Viie annual re-union of the members of my reg- 
iment occurred at Jackson, October 15, 1903, and ray 
talk was on "Gome Things that Happened Forty 
Years Ago." On the 19th of October ,1303,1 gave 
an address at the timpson M.E.ohur eh, Kalamazoo , 
on a topic which was advertised by the committee 
as "Life in the City of Washington." The church 
was filled to its capacity by an evidently in- 
terested and appreciative audience. October 21, 
1903,1 delivered the a* i dress at the District 
Convention of the Roman's Belief Corps , which was 
held in Kalamazoo. Of that address the Kalama- 
zoo Gazette said: 

"Hon. ©eorge M. Buck delivered the address of 
the ev.ning and his remarks were on a patriotic 
theme and full of eloquence and interest. He 
paid a high tribute to the ^oma^s Belief Corps 
and its noble work." 

October 23,1903,1 addressed the Board of i?u- 
pervisors of Kalaraa.-oo county in behalf of a 
proposition to build a memorial building in Kal- 
amazoo. A brief account of this address was 
published in the Kalamazoo Telegraph and appears 
on page 114 of Volume 2 of "Personal mention." 

The writing which I did in 1903, and which 
found its ray into print in. any form, included 
the report to the Senate on the bill for payment 
of claimed arrears of salary of certain southern 
Senators , which has beon already described. It 
also included a report of the Senate Committee 
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on Liilitary Affairs in the case of Major John 
Murphy, a oopy of which report nay be found in 
Volume 2 of my "Writings" on pages 1 to (J. le 
stated at the conclusion of the copy of the re- 
port, it was prepared while Senator Burrows was" a 
member of that committee and was afterwards pre- 
sented by Senator ilger who succeeded Senator 
Bar raws on the conimittee and to whom I gave the 
report at his request. 'Inhere should also be in- 
cluded the petition of Orcutt Post ,#.&.&. ,to the 
Common Souncil of Kalamazoo , found on pages 110 
and 111 of Volume 2 of "Personal Mention." Also 
an article sent the Kalamazoo Telegraph by its 
"ashing'on correspondent , on "Contested Elections 
in the Senate," found on pages 111 and 112 of 
Volume 2 of "Personal Mention", which article, ex- 
cept an inconsiderable fraction thereof t was 
written by me. 

I also wrote a paper of which a copy may be 
'ound on pages 7 to 14 of Volume 5 of my "Writ- 
ings," concerning the right of a claimant to a 
seat in the Senate to ba*.re the oath of office 
when his credentials are in due form although 
there may be a contest as to his right to a 
seat . This paper was prepared after it was un- 
derstood that the right of Beed Smoot to the of- 
fice of Senator was to be contested, so that it 
might be known, before he appeared to claim his 
seat, what he legal and proper procedure in his 
case should be. In this paper I demonstrated 
that, under all the precedents, one whose creden- 
tials are in due formulas a right to take the 
oath and enter on the discharge of his duties as 
a Senator .although his right to a seat in the 
Senate may be disputed and he afterwards exclud- 
ed from the Senate. 

SSy interest in the Grand Array and other allied 
or similar patriotic organizations was not di- 
?ninished in 1903, nor has it been, at any time 
since that date. I attended the annual encamp- 
ment of the Department of Michigan in June, 1903, 
and both at home and in Washington I attended 
the meetings of the Srand Army posts to which I 
belonged , v.h . -never reasonable possible. 

Financially 1903 as a very good ye r for me, 
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my total receipts being more than thirty-five 
hundred dollars and ray expenses a little over 
twenty- four hundred dollars while my accumula- 
tions at the close of the year showed an in- 
crease of more than three thousand dollars over 
those at the close of the preceding year. The 
greater part of this increase , however , was owing 
to the difference in my appraisal of some of my 
holdings, and may not have been altogether Justi- 
fied by their actual *.vorth. Indeed, all things 
considered, the year 1905 was probably the beat 
year I have known in the past tv.aaty-five years. 

The year nineteen hundred and four was for me r 
as bad a year as 1905 was a good one. In 1904 x'<. 
was the inception , practically the beginning, of 
the great calamity of my life, a calamity that 
took a ay the chief happiness of my life and 
left me to pursue my way ,companionless ,to the 
end of my earthly existence. The great anxiety 
and apprehension which I felt every moment dur- 
ing the greater part of 1904 and the whole of 
the following year, and the sore bereavement 
which I suffered in 1906, made my life a most un- 
happy one for a number of years. In 1904 also 
happened to me a pfciysieal misfortune which, in 
addition to those from which I was already suf- 
fering, broke do.vn m$iervou8 organization , thus 
confining me to my bed for many weeks in 1905 ,a»' 
and imposed on me a physical dis ibility which 
was to cause me a great amount of suffering, 
trouble , annoyance and inconvenience as long as I 
should live. These misfortunes ,;-ith their re- 
sult ant effect upon my nerves, kept me in a state 
of gloomy wretchedness for many sad ye \rs. 

I was in Washington from the beginning of the 
year 1904 until May 16th and again from November 
11th until the close of the year, and in Kalama- 
zoo from May 28th to Nov mber 10th. In " ashing- 
ton we still had our rooms at No. 315 A St.,8.13.). 
and took our me as at No. 200 A St., 3. E., and in 
Kalama -oo we again had rooms at 917 W.Hain St . , 
and took our me -.Is with Mrs. Wright. 

A large part of my v/ork in 1904 had relation 
to the case of Keed Snoot , of which more will be 
said later. Smoot had been elected to the Sen- 
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ate lay the legislature of Utah in January 1903. 
But on the assembling of Oongress in December of 
that year a protest was filed in the Senate in 
behalf of a number of citizens of Utah objecting 
to the talcing or retention by Smcot of his seat 
in the Senate, on the ground that he was an apos- 
tle of the Mormon church, an institution which 
upheld the practice of polygamy, in disobedience 
to law and in violation of the pledges made in 
behalf of that church when Utah was admitted in- 
to the Union and that the Mormon church dominat- 
ed all the political and civil affaires of the 
State of Utah, the protest was referred to the 
Oommittee on Privileges and Elections and an in- 
vestigation entered upon which continued for a 
large gart of three years, the proceedings on the 
investigation being contained in throe volumes 
of v/hich I have copies. There \ as intense in- 
terest in the case throughout the entire country 
and petitions against ^moot came to the Senate 
by hundreds of thousands. During the whole 
progress of the investigation much of my time 
wao occupied in examining the testimony in the 
case and authorities bearing on the questions xai 
raised by the invent igat ion, and in outlining and 
to some extent constructing, during the year 
1904, the report of the committee in the case 
which I afterwards completed and which wae pre- 
sented to the Senate about two years later. 

My social activities during 1904 were of about 
the feattt order of those of 1903. I Hi Presi- 
dent of the Michigan Association during the year 
and not only presided at the annual b:inquet on 
the 26th of January ,but spent much time and ef- 
fort in making preparation for the banquet, ar^ . 
ranging the program and calling on all the :ich- 
igan men in Washington whom I could find, endeav- 
oring to sell them tickets to the banquet and 
urging them to attend. The result was that the 
banquet was the best and most largely attended 
that had bean held in a great many years. For 
some years before it had been necessary for the 
members of the executive cocimittee of the Asso- 
ciation to contribute from five to ten dollars 
each to make up the deficiency of funds on ac- 
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count of the "banquet. But on this occa ion, so 
1 >.rge was the attendance and so well were the ££. 
finances managed, that the b mquet was more elab- 
orate and costly than had been enjoyed before 
for ye r s, and a considerable surplus of money 
was turned into the treasury of the Association. 
On the evening of the banquet and after its 
close ,Zebina Koses,one of the most useful and 
valuable members of the executive committee of £ 
the association for a number of years, said to me 
that he could nop imagine how I could have so 
managed as to have such a fine banquet ,with so 
large an attendance and such good speaking, and 
at the same time make it such a splendid finan- 
cial success. 

I was also very regular in my attendance at 
the meetings of the Michigan social Club, the 
Short story Club and the Potomac Literary club, 
although I contributed little or nothing beyond 
my dues to the success of any of these organiza- 
tions. I remember hearing at meetings of the 
last namod club, a paper by Ainsworth E . Spofford 
(a man of great lilerary erudition and of fine 
literary taste, ?„nd for a great many years the t±< 
Librarian of 'ongress) ,on Tilliam Hazlitt,and 
another on Longfellow, by Edward Everett Hale. I 
also attended a number of entertainments more 
distinctively social, such as a reception to xkJjtf 
which I was invited by Senator Foraker , given by 
him at his home in Washington in honor of T'ill- 
iam H. Taft ,then Sovernor-Soneral of the Philip- 
pines, at which I first met the then future Pres- 
ident and which was one of the finest entertain- 
ments and most brilliant assemblages I ever at- 
t ended • 

&.s part of my activities in Srand Army circles 
I not only attended faithfully the meetings of 
the posts in Washington and Kalamazoo , but I also 
presided at the Memorial Day exercises in Kala- 
mazoo, and attended the Department JSncampment in 
June . 

I made a number of addresses in 1904, the first 
that I can recall being the Presidents address 
at the Michigan Association banquet in Vashing- 
ton.January 26,1904, which had no noteworthy fea- 
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tures, either in its matter , delivery or recep- 
tion. I was on the program of the annual "ban- 
quet of the Michigan Social ?lub, February 12, 
1904, for a response to the sentiment , "Michigan 
in War," which I have ever since considered one 
mna of the bent efforts of that nature of my it£ 
life, taking into account the speech itself, the 
occasion and the audience, the latter made up of 
some of the most intelligent and most prominent 
people of Michigan then in Washington. !$y res- 
ponse was received with most enthusiastic demon- 
strations of approval, and I received a great 
number of public and private compliments con- 
cerning it, during the evening and afterwards, 
and however self-depreciating I might he, I could, 
never, after that occasion, be blind to the fact 
that I had the reputation among many of the peo- 
ple of Washington of being a public speaker of 
marked ability. 

On the evening of Sunday ,^arch 13,1904,1 com- 
plied with an invitation that had previously 
been -^iven me to deliver an address at the Pres- 
byterian church in Kensington, a "ew miles from 
Washing con, and had a fine audience. I chose for 
my subject "Systematic Benevolence," and al*« \ 
though the address differed strikingly from the 
one preserved in my "Unpublished Addresses ," it 
se ;med to please the audience greatly and after 
the close of the meeting I received from many of 
those present assurances of their approval of 
the vie. s expressed in the address and of their 
appreciation of the address in all respects. 

On Memorial Bay, 1904, 1 made a brief address on 
taking the chair to preside at the meeting held 
in Kalamazoo , and another in response to a greet- 
ing by the regent of the local chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, in behalf 
of the chapter. June 10,1904,1 .ras one of the 
speakers at the meeting of the Brotherhood of 
St. Paul at the First M. E. church of Kalamazoo, 
the occasion being what was. known as "Ladies' 
ITi -ht." I also made an address to the Epworth X 
League of the First IS. E. church of Kalamazoo, on 
Sunday, July 3, 1904, on "CShrist ian Patriotism." 
October 6,1904,1 was one of the speakers at the 
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annual re-union of the 13th "iehigan Inf antiy , 
and on Sunday evening,October 16 ,1904, at the re*- 
quest of the pastor of the First M.K. church of 
TCalaiaazoc ,1 occupied the pulpit of that church 
and gave ray lecture on "Systematic Benevolence." 

So far as I have any record or can now recall, 
the only writing that I did in 1904 that found 
its way into/public prints over my own mame,was 
first ,a letter in behalf of the Michigan Social 
Cllub of ^ar.hington to the Lincoln Olub of Kala- 
mazoo ,wr it ten in February and read at the ban- 
quet of the latter club in that month. 4 copj jo! 
of this letter may be found on page 6 of Volume 
2 of my "Writings." Second, a contribution to 
the National Tribune , published at T/aahington,T>, 
0., printed in th? number of that Journal for 
September 1,1904, and preserved on pages 7 and 8 
of Volume 2 of my "Writings." This contribution 
was published by the editor — John McElroy— under 
the heading, "The Hinth Corps at Petercburg. A jkl 
Masterly Defence against Sainton* s Inaccura- 
cies." The article its If furnishes a better 
explanation of the reason why it was written 
than any that I could make here. The article 
called forth another co?nraunication to the same 
paper, from a man named Bhodes who was a lieuten- 
ant in coraoand of a part of a battery at one 
time in the earthwork mentioned in smy article. 
The art£ cle by Rhodes may be found on page 5 of 
Volume 5 of "Personal Mention," and I extract 
from it the following: 

"In the writer I thin^ I 
recognize Serg't Buck, whom I knew while in. Bat- 
tery 9, and I think he will remember our boys who 
manned the two 12- pounder Napoleons in Battery 9 
from October 2?,»a4 to March 15 t *6fc." 

Besides the things already mentioned ,1 wrote 
much during 1904 in connection with my work for 
Senator Burrows and for the cor.irnittee f rauch of it 
in relation to the case of Heed Smoot. Only a 
f ./ of the things thue written have been pre- 
served, one being an article on "CJhurch and State 
in the United States," found on pages 40 to 46 
of Volume 2 of my "Writings." 

"Early in the history of the Smoot case, the 
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friends of Smoot raised a question concerning 
the »*ight of the Senate to exclude Smoot from 
his seat in that body upon the grounds stated in 
the protest , and this question was also asserted \ 
by Senator Bailey of the committee on account of 
his extreme and groundless viewE concerning the 
rights of the States. The objection had no 
reasonable basis whatever ,the right 4f the Sen- 
ate to exclude smoot being as manifestly unques- 
tionable as its right to exist, but seme of the 
commit tee— Senator Burrows especially—wished a 
statement of the affirmative of the position 
with authorities, to be used in sxoeeches to be 
thereafter made in the Senate on the case. I 
therefore, in 1904 and 1905 prepared an argument 
upon the quest ion, which appears on pages 47 to 
58 of Volume 2 of my "Writings." 

Among the foolish que st ions raised by the ig- 
norant , prejudiced and partisan friends of iieed X 
Sraoot in the Senate, was their contention that 
:-;moot having taken the oath as a Senator could 
not afterwards be excluded from the of rice but 
only expelled for misconduct. That all ques- 
tions concerning his title to a seat in the Sen- 
ate should have be n settled be ore he took the 
oath of office as a Senator, There was never 
sufficient basis in reason or authority for this 
argument to me -it a reply and it was effectively 
disposed of in the paper prepared by me on that 
subject before Smoot appeared to take his seat* 
Nevertheless, in compliance with the wishes of Jfia« 
Senator Burrows,! prepared, in 1904, a memorandum 
on that subject , found on pages 15 to 18 of Vol- 
ume 3 of ray "Writings." I have always classed 
the several papers mentioned as prepared by me 
in the Smoot case in 1903,1904 and 190b, aB being 
a part of the best of my work of a legal sort. I 
was also the author of a Joint Eesolution for an 
amendment of the lonstitution of ihe United 
States in regard to Polygamy, which was introduc- 
ed in the Senate in December ,190^ , of which a 
copy may be found on page 19 of Vulumo 3 of my 
"Writings ." 

There was nothing of especial importance in my 
financial fortunes during 1904,except that I 
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made an investment of five hundred dollars in 
the stock of an industrial corporation v/hich 
eventuated in a total loss, "he company was or- 
ganized for the purpose of making and selling an 
s.pplia*Ce for burning domestic garbage and was 
the invention of Gharlea H. Mc3urrin,one of my 
most intimate friends. There was never any 
question as to the value of the article and had 
the company been properly organised and managed 
my investment would have proved to be a very 
fortunate one. But, wholly unknown to iae,one of 
the chief organizers of the company was ay suc- 
cessor on the bench, a man well known as one of 
those promo tors who organize companies in such a 
way as to promote their own financial interests 
and who have no interest in the success of the 
company after it is organized and the capital 
paid in. Had I known that he had anything to do 
with organising the company I would never have 
invested a dollar in it. But I subscribed for 
stock in the corporation solely at t;he solicita- 
tion of McSurrin and knew nothing of the rela- 
tion of an:/ one else to the enterprise until af- 
ter I had fully paid for ray shares of the stock. 
I lost the five hundred dollars I invested, Mr. 
Kcfurrin lost over/ |2, ?500. Jay total income 
during the year was $3,S79.85;my expenses, 
63,669.80. 

luring the year nineteen hundred and five my 
vork--when I vas able to work at all— was so 
similar to thatt of 1904 that nothing needs to be 
said concerning it. ^hile Congress was in ses- 
sion the time of the flomraitte^ on Privileges and 
SftsiG&iifflnsB was large! .v occupied dn the invest iga-r ; 
tion of tli >• l: x-g'c case and- my work was;. princip- 
ally in. the samei llae. ®&rimg the year. I wain in 
JEaLhinfeton from : the £drst of the year until May 
15, and in the latter part from November 3 until 
the close, and in Kalasiaaoo frosi June 21 to No- 
vember 2. The time intervening between ilay 15 
and June 21, was spent in Atlanta, 3eorgia,that 
being the first visit I had ever made to that 
city. In the first part of tht year we retained 
our rooms at 315 A St.,S.5. t and continued to 
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take our meals at the "boarding house at 2To # 200 
A St .,8.E. t then kept by a Mrs. Hcrton. In No- 
vember and Ttoc ember our rooms were at 114 .Mary- 
land Avenue N.E.,and we took our meals at a 
boarding house at 112 Maryland Avenue JsT.K. ,kept 
by Mrs. Oldham. In Kalamazoo we had our rooms 
at 917 V.Sain 8t.,and took our meals at the 
boarding house kept by Hrs. Wight, as before. 
While in Washington and before the beginning of 
the illness which will be mentioned later ,1 con- 
tinued to maintain the same social status and 
interests that I had in 1904. I was a member of 
the Eacedutive Ooranittee of the Michigan Associa- 
tion and attended its banquet in January, and at- 
tended the meetings of the l£ichigan Social Club, 
the Potomac Literary Olub and the Grand Army of 
the Bepublic with great regularity. In February 
I also attended the Presidents reception and AM 
the inauguration ceremonies of the 4th of March. 

The year 1905 was to me a year of unprecedent- 
ed misfortunes. In Uarch ay nervous system, 
which had sustained for months and years the 
physical irritations to which I have referred, 
gave way under them and for about eight we ;ks I 
was confined to my bed by nervous prostration. 
Prom the effect of this experience I have never 
fully recovered. Then in July I sustained an 
injury to me knee which at first seemed to be 
more painful than serious, but in the then condi- 
tion of raj'- Serves it gradually developed into a 
serious and disabling condition from which I did 
not fully recover for some years, first compel- 
ling me to take to my bed and to get about only 
with the aid of crutches , afterwards obliging me 
to go to a sanitarium and remain there under 
treatment for about five week*. Incomparably 
worse than these misfortunes was the beginning 
on the 23d of November of the "horror of great \ 
darkness" which in the early part of the follow- 
ing year took from me the chief joy of my life. 
1 shall make no further statement concerning it 
in this narrative, as the facts are almost as 
well known to those who may read these pages as 
they are to rays If . 

I h ve neither record nor recollection of mak- 
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ing mora than one address in 1905, and that one 
was to a company of about three hundred natives 
of the i^tate of Hew York at a pic-nic held by 
them at fcull Lake July 26,1905. I as hut one 
of a number of speakers on that occasion and 
have not a very distinct recollection of the 
speech or how it was received. 

I have no minute of any writing that I did in 
1905koide from the papers prepared by me in the 
tMoot case and already referred to under date 
of the ye r 1904. 

Financially 1905 ^as a very had year for me, 
for although my income was up to the average for 
several preceding years, being something over 
$3,500 .00 ,my expenses for doctors' s bills, treat- 
ments ,nurses f medicines, &c . , amounted to more than 
one thousand dollars , bringing my total expenses 
up to very near three thousand dollars. 
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Chapter IX. 



Closing Tears of Public Life. 



It is one of the sad things connected with 
what we call this earthly life that 

"The heart will "break, 
Yet , brokenly, live on." 
During the greater part and , indeed , the whole of 
the year nineteen hundred and six it would have 
been vastly better for me to have been in my 
gr-^.ve instead of being compelled, as I was, to 
suffer, endure and vainly strive against the 
waves and billows of anguish in which I vras en- 
gulfed. Had I been in fairly good health I 
Ncould have borne the great affliction that be- 
<jfe_ll me in Janu ary of that year with some degree 
^pf fortitude^ But the terrible anxiety and 
jf gradual loss of hope which I had endured for 
P many months, and finally the despair and bereave- 
^ ment which came to me, added to the physical ail- 
1 ments f om which I was suffering , broke down the 
last vestige of nervous resistance and left me a 
prey to the keenest mental, and much physical, 
suffering. To escape from these I made every 
possible effort. I had,by turns, treatment by a 
homeopathic physician, an osteopathia and a 
Christian Science practitioner ; but none of these 
seemed to have the slightest beneficial effect, 
fhe fault was chiefly that of, the home opat hist , 
who failed to make a sufficient examination and 
correct diagnosis of my case. In Harch I had an 
attack of the grip which confined me to my bed, 
under the care of a physiciam and nurse , for a- 
bout two we;ks,aiid though at the end of tnft pe- 
riod I was able to be up and about my work for a 
part of the time, I gradually grew more ill and 
weak, until, when I left Washington early in July, 
1906,1 was unable to walk to the carriage with- 
out assistance. Proper surgical treatment by a 
Hew York city surgeon and some weeks of rest at 
the sea-side, with sea bathing.put me on the up 
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grade again, so far as my physical condCition was 
concerned , and I continued to gain very slowly 
during the remainder of the year, but was far 
from being in even reasonably good health when 
the year closed. 

From the beginning of the year until July 2, 
1906,1 was in ITasbingtonjOccupying rooms at 114 
Maryland Avenue ,JT.E. , and taking my meals for a 
time with ?Ars. Oldham at 112 Maryland Avenue 
?!.,and afterwards with *£rs. Wright at the Dumare 
House almost directly across the street from ray 
lodgings. Fro« AuguBt 31 to Octobar 28,1906,1 x 
was in Kalamazoo , having my rooms at 917 W .Stain 
St. and taking ray meals at the boarding house of 
Mrs. bright on Kalamazoo Avenue. Trora November 
27,1903 to the close of the year I was in Wash- 
ington, having a room at 216 A St.,S.E.,and tak- 
ing my meals with Mrs. ?torton at No. 200 A St . , 
S.E. "Huring the tine intervening I was at Ar- 
verne on Long Inland from July 2 to August 27, 
and in Atlanta, &a. ,f rom October 29 to Ifovember 
23,1906. 

ity work during the year 1906 was largely in 
relation to the Smoot case. For although a vote 
on the case was taken by the committee and the 
report which I had drafted declaring Seed Smoot 
not entitled to a seat in the Senate was adopted 
by a majority vote of the comittee , senator Bur- 
rows was quite desirous that I should assist him 
in the preparation of the two speeches which he 
made on the case in the Senate, and of course I 
complied with his wishes. This did not , however , 
in any wa# diminish my work in respect to the 
correspondence and other matters which have been 
previously d scribed. 

Of course I paid very little attention to so- 
cial matters in 1906, either in Washington or in 
Kalamazoo. I made but one address in that year 
and that was at a Or and Army meeting in Kalama- 
zoo on the evening of the 18th of September. 

The most import^t writing that I did in 1906 
was the completion of the report of the commit- 
tee in the Smoot case, which had been largely 
constructed in the preceding year. The report 
is preserved in Volume 2 of my Tritlngs* on 
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pages 9 to 31 and was wholly written by me with- 
out any direction or suggestion as to any part 
of it from any one, except a slight change in a 
single sentence, suggested by Senator Burrows. As 
has "been stated, the Senate flommittes oiff Privi- 
leges and T^lej^fcions adopted this report by a 
vote of a majority of the members of the commit- 
tee. Put the Senate reje ted the report and a- 
dopted a resolution declaring Smoot entitled to 
a seat in the Senate. The vote in the Senate jee 
was not taken, however, until several months after 
the report of the committee had "been presented 
to the Senate. 

The history of the Smoot case and the action 
of t&e Senate thereon, furnish an interesting ep- 
isode in the history of American politics. Eef- 
erence has already been made to the filing of a 
protest with the Senate, obj ecting to the recog- 
nition by the senate of Eeed (moot as a Senator I 
from Utah,and the grounds of the protest. The 
investigation of the right of Smoot to a seat in 
the Senate occupied much time and a large nuas^ 
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mittee. Ho unprejudiced person, possessed of 
good common sense, could have heard the testimony 
taken on the investigation— as I did— or even 
read it in the three volumes containing the rec- 
ord t aken of the invest igat ion, without "being 
thoroughly convinced that the charges made in 
the protest were true, that the Mormon church of 
which i:eed Smoot was one of the governin|f»b6dy , 
t aught , counseled and upheld polygamy/ and else- 
where, that said Mormon church effectively and 
thoroughly dominatedjthe civil affairs* and gov- 
ernment of the State of Utah ,and to a large ex- 
tent of the State of Idaho also, thus putting the 
state under the control of the church, a condi- 
tion of affairs abhorrent to the theory of the 
National government and to American ideas and 
principles. ^ 

tad the manner in which the result in the Sen- 
ate was brought about and Smoot allowed to re- 
tain his seat, is the most interesting and the 
most shameful part of the story. It as done by 
ignoring all moral and all cleanly political 
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considerations and by taking into account only 
low and selfish political and commercial interw 
sets. In asserting this I am not saying what I 
merely think or imagine or believe or surmise, 
but what I know as positively as one can know 
anything from the strongest testimony. One im- 
portant factor in bringing about the decision 
that was made, was thfrf in the presidential cam- 
paign of 1904 the leaders of the Mormon church, 
then heing In absolute control of the political 
affairs of Uta$ and Idaho, and being largely in 
control in three other States, made a bargain 
with the Bepublican national committee, by the 
torus of which it was agreed that the Mormon 
church should support the Republican candidate ' 
for President and in return Seed Sraoot should be 
given a seat in the Senate. I know this because 
I read a letter from a member of the national 
committee to Senator Burrows telling of this a- 
greeaent and urging that the Senate Committee on 
Privileges and Elections report in favor of 
Smoot. 'Tiether the rex^ublican candidate for 
Pr esident , ..ho was then filling that office ,v/as 
privy to this arrangement I can only infer from 
the fact that he was very active in Smoot* s be- 
half and took pains to send for a large number 
of Senators — singly, of course— and urge them to 
favor Bttoot . \raong the Senators whom he thus 
tried to influence was Senator Burrows, as I was 
told by the Senator himself. Ihy the President 
of the United '"tates should be thus active in 
trying to have a particular individual jiven a 
scat in the Senate, except on the theory I have 
suggested ,1 leave others to explain— I cannot. 

One of the members of the committee who voted 
for the report r ecommending the exclusion of 
Smoot and who was very decided in his expres- 
sions against the r lormon church with its uphold- 
ing of oolygamy and its domination of the civil 
and political affairs in the States where it was 
in power ,was afterwards seat for by the Presi- 
dent and on his return from the Fhite House 
changed front on the question of the admission 
of Smoot to the Senate and on the floor of the 
Senate made a speech in Smooths favor which was 
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bo weal and puerile as to be almost maudlin and 
silly. One of the few democrats-- two. I think-- 
who voted in boot's favor was afterwards ap- 
pointed by the President to an important posi- 
tion under the government ,for which he was not 
recommended by any one and for which he had no 
special qualifications. '^iy he voted in Smoot' s 
interest was never explained , why he was given an 
appointment by the President was inexplicable on 
any theory except that it was a reward for his 
service to the President looting for Smoot. 

But political consider ..tions wjre not the only 
ones which which induced some of the members of 
the Senate to vote in favor of Smoot in spite of 
their own moral sense of right and decency and 
the eentiment of an overwhelming majority of the 
pflOple of the nation. In addition to foul poli- 
tics, dir'.y commercialism played its part in fa- 
vor of the TJormon church. I will mention only 
two out of Beveral instances of this fact that 
came to my knowledge. 

One of the members of the commit tse was one of 
the Senators from the State of lTew ork,who was 
al3o a prominent official of the New York Cen- 
tral Eailroad Oompany. ^hen the vote on the ex- 
clusion of Smoot was taken in the committee , this 
Senator was absent. Put shortly before that 
time he had sent a letter to the chairman of the 
oommittee f whioh letter I read, asking that when 
the vote should be taken his vote should be re- 
corded and counted against Smoot. But Joseph F. 
Smith .the president of the Kormon church»was a 
director in the Union Pacific railroad company, 
and soon after the reyatft of the committee had 
been presented to the Senate the officers of the 
N.Y.Q.B.B. received a communication to the ef- 
fect that if their company wished to prssorve 
the traffio arrangements of their road with the 
Union Paeiflo their su.port must be given to 
Heed Smoot. When the vote was taken in the Sen- 
ate, the Senator named voted for Smoot. 

One of the Senators from Vermont was a member 
of the committee ,Vhile he did not at any time 
expreco any decided convictions regarding the cx 
case, there was every reason to believe tliat on 
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every account he would "be against the admission 
of Seed Smoot to a seat in the Senate* But be- 
fore the vote was taken in the committee ,this 
Senator 1 s colleague (whose great fortune was 
largely invested in the manufacture of marble) 
was advised that if the marble manufacturers of 
Vermont -wished to sell the product of their fac- 
tories in Utah, the Senators from Vermont must 
support the cause of Beed Smoot. Both of the 
Senators from Vermont voted for the admission of 
Smoot . Inde d the whole story of the truoulence 
of a majority of the Senate to the demands of 
the Mormon church is one of the most disgraceful 
in the governmental history of the nation. 

She death of Senator Hoar in the midst of the 
SJmoot investigation v/as unfortunate in every 
way. A man of pure mind, commanding ability and 
accurate judgment , combined with absolute fear- 
lessness ,he could never be cajoled or driven in- 
to following any course except one approved by 
his judgment and his conscience. And from the 
time when the testimony in the Smoot case plain- 
ly revealed the truth concerning the practices 
and purposes of the governing body of the Mormon 
church, Senator Hoar was outspoken in his detest- 
ation of the Mormon hierarchy and its vile and 
unpatriotic works. 

IThat I have written in these pages concerning 
the Mormon church has not been inspired by any 
feeling of ill-will toward any of the members of 
that organisation. I always liked Smoot as an 
individual, and he always seemed to have a 
friendly feeling towards me. And during the 
course of the investigation I became quite well 
acquainted with a number of the twelve apostles 
and other dignitaries of the church and liked 
most of them right well and they in turn were 
apparently very friendly to me.. But I cannot 
imagine such a thing as that a right thinking 
person, knowing all that I know of the Mormon 
church, could think otherwise/Ss la f do in regard 
to the social, and political aims and practices 
of that church as an institution. 

Of course nothing could be publicly known of 
my work in the Smoot case , although Senator Bur- 

\ 
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rows several tines expressed to me his regret 
that he could not publicly give me the credit 
that was my due for framing the r .port in the xa 
case rhich he praised in unstinted terms. But 
the a ent for the pro test ants, who gave hia en- 
tire time to the work in Washington as well as 
in Utah, had full knowledge of my connection with 
the ca e and of the work I did not only in 
drafting the report hut also in examining, collat- 
ing and analyzing the testimony in the oase for 
the benefit of the conuaittee, and in many other 
ways, and this knowledge was shared with the 
counsel for the protestants — Judge faylor and 
Hon. John ®. Carlisle— the attorney who drafted 
the protest— Ur. Gritohlow of Utah— Ex- Senator 
Frank Gannon of Utah, and a number of others of 
the protectants and their supporters. And not 
long before he left Washington, one of the lead- 
ing spirits among the protest ants, Mr . Pad on, 
talked with me at considerable length about the 
caso, referring to my work in most complimentary 
terms and saying that the service Z had rendered 
in that case to the cause of purity, truth and 
political and social ri ghteousness,v:ere known to 
more of the better people of Utah than I imagin- 
ed, and was greatly appreciated by them all. 

It may be as well here as anywhere to call at- 
tention to the several portraits of myaelfnhich 
I have at different times contributed to the 
furnishing of public buildings. In 1906, the 
county of Van Buren having then recently erected 
a fine court house, I was asked to furnish a por- 
trait of myself for the court room and did so. 
I have always thought this picture the best xaoqs 
large likeness of myself that I ever had made. A 
year or more after that I had the one taken that 
brings in the court room of the Kalamazoo county 
court house -and still later I furnished the one 
that hangs in the office of the Probate Judge of 
Kalamazoo county, the latter picture being an en- 
largement of one that I had. taken while I was 
Judge of the Probate aourt,this latter one, like 
the others, being furnished on the request of the 
proper officials. Still later, and again by re- 
quest,! had the portrait taken that hangs in the 
hall of the Srand Army in Kalamazoo. 
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In 1906 I as allowed and began receiving a 
pension from the government of tho United 
States. ?here has never been any question in my 
mind but that the disordered condition of my 
heart (from which 1 have suffered since about the 
year 1882) and, to some extent, the condition of x 
my nerves ,is due to my service in the army* Bu+ ' 
for years I refrained from applying for a pen* 
sion, although entitled to one without doubt ,be- 
cause of a fe ling of false delicacy about ask- 
ing for anything that would appear like addi- 
tional compensation for the services I rendered 
the government and people of the United States 
during tho War of the Bebellion. Eut about the 
year 1902 I was strongly urged by both Washing- 
ton Gardner and Senator Burrows to apply for a 
pension and finally concluded to do so for two 
reasons: In the first place some of my comrades 
complained of my action, or want of act ion, in re- 
fusing to ask for a pension to which I was aBxwnt 
clearly entitled, as it placed them, as they 
thought, in an unfavorable light. And in the 
next place 1 wished to learn from actual experi- 
ence how much truth there might be in the com- 
plaints made by many of my comrades that they 
were unfairly treated by the Department and were 
denied pensions to which they were manifestly 
entitled. 

Upon the latter point I was speedily enlight- 
ened. In my application I stated the disabili- 
ties from which I was suffering, not in technical 
or general language but specifically and in de- 
t ail, bo that all that tho examining surgeons had 
to do was to examine me in respect to the claims 
ed disorders. But tho examining surgeons , from 
whom I had purposely ke^t all knowledge as to 
who I was, having selected me as one of those 
whose claims were to be rejected, instead of ex- 
amining me for weakness and slow action of the 
h: art , examined me for valvular disorder of the 
heart . Instead of nixing an examination for 
n - vous dlsability.tlievmade tests for lo^otor 
ataxia, naturally presuming that I would n^yer 
know the difference, and made no other examina- 
tion in regard to my nervous condition. And *ne 
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same course was pursued in regard to another 
disability. Of course say application was re- 
jected and there I let the matter rest for some 
years, as I had accomplished my main purpose in 
making the application. 

But in 1906, having then concluded that I did 
not care to rest under the imputation of having 
asked for a pension to which I was not entitled, 
and that as I was unquestionably entitled to a 
pension I might as well have it,in November, 
1906, while at Atlanta,! wrot'i a letter to the 
Oommissioner of Pensions. The Commissioner at 
that time was Hon .Vespasian Warner, a lawyer and 
statesman of marked ability, who had rendered 
good service to his country in the Civil Tar and 
later in the national House of Representatives. 
To him I wrote a personal letter, telling him 
nothing of myself except as an applicant for a 
pension. I called his attention* to the claims 
made in my application and to the testimony of 
reputable physicians which I had filed with the 
application. I then called his attention to the 
manner in which the examination had been con- 
ducted, and asked him, in effect 9 what he thought 
as a lawyer of the rejection of my application 
on that sort of evidence. I knew that he could 
not read more than two pages of my letter with- 
out perceiving that the writer was one who was 
thoroughly conversant with the rules and the ef- 
fect of testimony. As roon as ray letter reached 
Mr. Warner and he had had time to look over the 
files in the case, he ordered that a certificate 
be is ued to le, allowing me a pension at the 
rate of eight dollars per month. This was at an 
unusually large rate,a» it waB customary to al- 
low a pension at the rate of two dollars or four 
dollars per month at first and increase the rate 
from year to yeawuntil the allowance was at a 
decent rate. But I infer that Mr, Warner fixed 
this rate in order to atone, in partjf^r the time 
I had been un justly deprived of a pension. 

In my application I had given my residence as 
Kalamazoo M chi gan. But Mr. Warner evidently 
overlooked this , and, supposing from the address 
given in my letter that I lived in Atlanta, he 
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ordered that ray pension "be paidj^ the pension 
office in Kno^ille ,Teim. , and Ahe* customary no- 
tice be s-<nt the Representative in Congress from, 
the Atlanta dist rict ,Hon. ?!r . Livingston. Mr. 
Livingston had, of course, never heard of the case 
"before ,so he sent the notioe to me at Atlanta, 
and from there it was forwarded to me at Wash- 
ington, giving me ' bh9 fi r st Information I had of 
the action of the Department in my case. 

The rate of my pension was afterwards increas- 
ed by the Department from time to time until the 
Act of 1911 took effect, since which time X have 
received a pension at a rate allowed on the only 
just basis— the length of my army service and my 
age. 

Financially the year 1906 was in many respects 
like 1905 ,my expenses for the services of physi- 
cians and nurses being more than twelve hundred 
dollars and my total expenses for the year being 
nearly thirty-one hundred dollars. On paper the 
total value of my property increased more than 
one thousand dollars. but this result was obtain- 
ed by appraising at their face value some assets 
that were wholly worthless. In fact my property 
had diminished in value during the year. 

The bid condition of health from which I suf- 
fered in 1906 continued through the whole of the 
year nineteen hundred and seven. The disorder 
known as la grippe had become a chronic condi- 
tion with me and frequently developed into an 
acute at tack, so that on nearly or quite one half 
the days of 1907 I had to note in ray diary that 
I was ill or not feeling well during a part or 
the whole of the day. Sometimes these attaoka 
would compel me to take to ray bed for a few 
hours or for a day or more, at other times I kept 
aibout ray work, but with a sense of suffering all 
the time that only those who have had much expe- 
rience with that disease could understand. 

And all the time I was doing the beet that I 
knew to improve the condition of my health. I 
was scrupulously careful in regard to my habits 
and diet, I took medicines nearly all the time 
that were prescribed by the best physicians I t 
knew, and when not taking these I -as having 
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treatments by osteopathic physicians. And I was 
exceedingly careful to he in the open air and to 
take all the exercise that was reasonably possi- 
ble. But all these measures were of no avail 
whatever and there was no decid d improvement in 
my condition of heath until after I had retired 
from all public duties and responsibilities in 
the year 1911. I mention these things in this 
place in order that I may not have to repfialjthem 
frequently in the record of later years. 

The fact was that I vaa in a condition of ner- 
vous disorder so marked that no medicines could 
do me any possible good, and no treatments of any 
sort could be of any decided benefit to me, and I 
wae not wise enough to perceive this for myself, 
and there wae no one who was sufficiently well 
informed and generous enough to tell me the frxKft 
truth of the matter. Z as so anxious to have 
my health improve tliat I wanted to do everything 
possible to accomplish that result and the doc- 
tors were very willing to let me remain in igno- 
rance and to go on treating me according to 
their formulas as long as they were making money 
by so doing. 

I was in Vashington in 1907 from the beginning 
of the ye-»r until April 2<3,and again from Novem- 
ber 12 until the close of the year.and in Kala- 
mazoo from May 3 until September eleventh. The 
time from April 26 to Kay" 8 was spent in visit- 
ing in Mead owbrock t Pa., and in Poughkeepsie ,1J.Y. , 
and from S ;pt ember 13 to November 11 in Atlanta, 
Georgia. In Washington I had my room at 216 A 
at . ,8.3. ,and took my br eakfast and dinner at 
Mrs. iSorton's^OO A 8t.,S.E. l and my luncheon 
wherever it happened. In Kalaraasoo I took my 
meals with lira, bright on Kalamazoo Avenue until 
July 3, and since that time whenever I have been 
in Kalamazoo I have had jay moils at the same 
place as my lodgings— 917 U.Kain .tt. 

iSy /ork in Washington in 1907 was to some ex- 
tent on the ISmoot oaee until after the vote was 
taken in the Senate , February 20 ,1907, after which 
date until the close of the year my official 
work related to general matters which have been 
described in prior pages of this volume. 
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During the ye%r 1907 and for the next three 
years and more I was all the time extending the 
circle of my acquaintance with people in Wash- 
ington—not only with those from my own State 
bu' with many from other States of the Union, as 
well as with some who w4r* permanent residents 
of the city. Of course the condition of my 
health seemed to make it imprudent for me to in- 
dulge in social diversions to any great extent, 
especially in the evening. hut in spite of that 
f act I had many quiet social enj ojTusnt s in Wash- 
ington as well as in Kularaaaoo • 

I made only a few public -opeeches of any con- 
siderable note in 1907, but I did make two or 
three on important public occasions , and a few 
others to assemblages of people on occasions of 
lesy importance. Most of these addresses were 
on patriotic subjects, as * was by that time 
fairly well known to many people in Washington 
as well as in Michigai as a speaker of some note 
on themes of that nature. And as a matter of 
course,! hove made no mention in this narrative 
of any public addresses delivered by me except 
formal ones which I was invited to d liver to he 
audiences assembled on formal occasions. Be- 
sides these I made any number of impromptu 
"talks" when called upon to do so at meetings 
like the regular meetings of »rand Army posts 
and other gatherings of a similar nature, but 
none of these, so far as I can recall, are men- 
tioned in this work. 

Memorial Day ,1907, was chosen as the time for 
the presentation and dedication of a flag-pole 
and national flag at Hiverside cemetery, to be 
there perpetually displayed in honor of the Un- 
ion soldiers and sailors of the CJivil "-"ar then 
buried or who might thereafter be buried in that 
cemetery. fhSSO were the only public exercises 
in Kalamazoo on that d^ and were attended by a 
great multitude of people. I was chosen to re- 
ceive the flag and deliver the address. Shis 
gave me an opportunity to speak at length of the 
flag and of the dead, and I endeavored to improve 
the occa ion to the best of my ability. 

July 12,1907 my n me was on the program of the 
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meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Paul of the 
First K.E. church of Kalamazpo to read a paper 
on "Oharles Lumner." The president of the 
Brotherhood had asked me to prepare a paper to 
he read at that meeting, on either Henry v/ilson 
or Gharles Sumner and I chose the latter. The 
meeting was held in the lecture room of the 
church which was well filled and the Kalamaaoo 
»a2!tte of the following morning said: 

■?ho paper /as one of the strongest that had 
he en given hefore the Brotherhood this year and 
it was enthusiastically received." 

The ftazette gave a fairly accurate synopsis of 
the paper (taken hy the reporter from my manu- 
script) which is preserved on pages 12 and 13 of 
Volume 3 of "Personal Sent ion." 

Flag Bay was also duly oelehrated in Kalamazoo 
June 14,1907 ,and the exercises were largely at- 
tended. K was selected to deliver the address 
on this occasion also , (largely,! think, on ac- 
count of the speech I made on Memorial Bay) and 
performed the service, hut did not repo. a t or du- 
plicate in any way any part of the former ad- 
dress. But the audience appeared to be almost 
or quite as well pleased with this address as 
they were with the one on Memorial Bay. 

On the 16th of July, 1907,1 delivered an ad- 
dress to the ®rand Army comrades at Salesburg, 
and on the 20th day of August ,1907 , and again on 
the 3d day of September ,1907,1 ave an address 
to one or more of the patriotic societies of 
Kalamazoo . 

At some time prior to Becember 14,1907,1 was 
invited to make an address to the Michigan So- 
cial CJlub of Washington on the date named and 
did so. I do not now recall the subject of the 
address. 

The only writing of any account that I did in 
1907, (besides the paper on Ohaxles Sumner before 
mentioned) , was the part written by me of the 
volume "Genealogy of the Family of Philander 
Buck," which exists only in typewritten copies. 

Financially to at the year 1907 resembled 1906 
very clos ly except that in 1907 ay expenditures 
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for the services of dodtors and nurses were only 
about two hundred and fifty dollars. But ay 
losses "by bad Investments were such that I added 
very little to my accumulations of property. 

During the year nineteen hundred and eight ray 
health was no better than in 1907, but on the 
whole rather worse. Butjin 1908 1 made a change, 
to some extent. in the physicians whom 1 employed 
when ill. Up to that year I had generally em- 
ployed homeopathic physicians, although I often 
took treatments by osteopathlsts . But in the 
latter part of February ,1908,1 began to employ 
Dr. Alma 0. Arnold, a chiropractor, and continued 
to do so as long as she remained in Washington, 
and after her departure I employed others of the 
same school of practice. In the month of March 
1908,1 had an attack of la grippe which sent me 
to a hospital for about three weeks. And V >out 
the 20th of November ,1908 , a sarcophagous disease 
developed in the back of my neck and head, which 
was at first diagnosed as a carbuncle but after- 
wards proved not to be a carbuncle at all but a 
disease of a type of which none of the surgeons 
--five in all-- who examined the case had ever 
before heard or read. This sent me to a hospi- 
tal, .here I remained from November 24, 1908, to 
January 11,1909, much of the time suffering most 
excruciating pain. The five surgeons referred 
to(one or two of them being accounted among the 
best in Washington) practically agreed that ay 
recovery was, from all medical and surgical indi- 
cations', a virtual Impossibility ,b|rt I recovered 
nevertheless 4 

In 1908 I was in Washington from the beginning 
of the ye it until June 17th and again from No- 
vember 14th to the end of the year, and in Kala- 
m .200 from June 25th until November 3d. During 
the first period named I had my room at *rs . 
Black* s, 216 A 8t.,S.E.,but on my return to Wash- 
ington in November I engaged a room of Mrs. 
Bingham,llS Maryland Avenue, N . B. f which I occu- 
pied every year thereafter a3 long as I held my 
position in Washington. During the first part 
of the vear 1908 I continued to take my aeals 
while in Washington at Mrs. Morton's, 200 A St, 8. 
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E.,"but "before leaving Washington that year for 
the summer I adopted the plan of taking a light 
"breakfast in my room(whioh X prepared for my- 
self ) .eating a light lunuheon— often consisting 
of little henid -a fruit— either in my room or at 
a cafe, and taking dinner at a cafe. For a time 
I patronized the Hygienic Safe, an institution 
preparing and serving foods on the Battle Greek 
theory ,but I gradually drifted into the practice 
of taking all my dinners at Wallis 1 cafe on 12th 
8t . And this plan X continued to follow ever 
after during all the time I was in Washington 
through the sessions of Congress. 

There was nothing in my official work in 1908, 
either at Washington or in Kalamazoo, that was 
out of the ordinary course or which deserves 
special mention. 

" Inuring the winter of 1907-8 and the spring of 
1908 , Far ragut Post Ho. 10 , Department of the Po- 
tomac, 6. A. B. t arranged for a series of open meet- 
ings of the pest and its auxiliary W.R.0.,each 
meeting to be addressed by a speaker to be se- 
lected by a joint committee of the Post and 
Oorps. On the evening of January 14,1908,1 at- 
tended a public installation of the officers of 
the Post and Oorps and addressed the meeting on 
a subject not now remembered. At the meeting 
held January 21,1908,1 as asked to preside and 
did so, and introduced the speaker, Eev. Mr. Bren- 
izer.(the son of a prominent member of the 
Post), who delivered an address on "She Battle of 
•ettysburg." On the evening of February 11,1908 
I was again the speaker of the evening, but have 
no recollection of my subject. 

Washington 1 s birthday ,1908, was celebrated by 
the Michigan Sooial Club by holding an open 
meeting with an address which I was invited to 
deliver. I chose for the subject , "Washington 
and the Constitution, " and follov/ed ,to some ex- 
tent, the same line that I did in an address at 
Kalamazoo under the same title several years be- 
fore. The address had been well advertised and 
the hall was filled to its capacity with a most 
appreciative audience. 

The meeting of Far ragut Post and Oorps held PB 
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the evening of April 3,1908, was understood to be 
■in honor of the memory of Abraham Lincoln.* 
There ere four speaker 3— Sepreaentatives Gard- 
ner and fowasend of lvlichigan,a man named McOlure 
(who was connected with the House of Sepreaenta- 
tivea but not a member) and mys If . I btegan my \ 
talk with a humorous story which "brought down 
the house" and served as a most auspicious open- 
ing to my remarks. ^Shenever McGlurejWho was a 
very fine speaker, met me afterwards ,he invaria- 
bly referred to that story as "one of the best" 
he ever heard. The subject of my address , which 
was about twenty minutes, in length, was "'She Mil- 
itary Qenius of Abraham Lincoln, "and seemed to 
please greatly the women as well as the men in 
the audience. 

June 3&,1908,X delivered an address at a pub- 
lic meeting hald by Orcutt Post ,G.A.E. ,on the 
000 .sion of the reception of a number of the 
prominent business men of Kalamazoo as associate 
members of the post. I was one of several who 
s ;oke on this occasion ,my address being one of 
welcome to the associate members. At a later 
hour on the same evening and in the same hall, at 
what was really a continuation of the same meet- 
ing, but in character a reception to the Quarter- 
master General of the Michigan Department of the 

made another speech of which the Kala- 
mazoo Telegraph said: 

■Judge eeo.ffi. Buck spoke eloquently of the 
great achievements of the boys of 1861 and what 
the S . A.B .meant .■ 

On the 30th day of June, 1908, 1 .-as one of the 
speakers at a banquet of the members of the bar 
of Kalamazoo county. As I was out of the oity 
when the banquet was projected, and was not xxgmm 
expected to attend it, my name was not placed on 
the list of speakers ;but being present Z was 
oalled upon to speak. Of this circumstance the 
Kalamazoo Telegraph said: 

"Judge George K. Buck who was called on infor- 
mally, made a brief but eloquent speech." 

I was one of three speakers at a Fourth of Ju- 
ly celebration in 1908 at the Michigan State 
Hospital for the Insane, but my talk at that time 
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was very unsatisf actory 90 on account of its 



ust ,1908,1 made an address to the comrades of 
the Srand Array at thoir hall in Kalamazoo. 

The annual re-union of the surviving members 
of my regiment occurred at Jackson ,IZ:ic hlgan, Sep- 
tember 8 ,1900. and I was called upon to take the 
place of one to whom the topic had be on assigned 
and to respond to the toast, H Our Comrades of 
Other Begiments which response the Jackson 
Patriot described as "most eloquent," and of 
which the correspondent of the State press said: 
"Mr. Buck' s speech was eloquent raid commanded 
mu ch appl aus e . * 

September 14,1908 t at the request of Superin- 
tendent Hartw ill, president of the Plymouth CJlub 
of the Oongregat ional church of Kalamazoo,! ad- 
dressed the members of that club on the subject 
given me, "The Courtesy of the Senate." The club 
numbered only about foriy member sboot of whom 
were present, with a considerable number of vis- 
itors .and the subject did not permit anything of 
especial value in the talk upon it, but the aud- 
ience seemed to be much interested in what I 



October 1,1908,1 was one of the speakers at a 
camp-fire of the 25th Michigan Infantry and gave 
a description of some of the features of the 
service of the regiment , hi ch seemed to be exsnt 
greatly appreciated by all in the audience— civ- 
ilians as well as soldiers. October 20,1908,1 
made another address to the patriotic societies 
of Kalamazoo. 

I wrote nothing in 1908 worthy of especial 
mention. 

I'y expenditures in 1908 were more than aevoa 
hundred dollars greater than in 1907, chiefly be- 
cause of the lor.ge sums I had to disburse on ac- 
count of doctors' , nurses and hospital bills. 

I did not recover from the illness from which 
I vae suffering at the cloae of 1908 until late 
in /ebruaryjnineteen hundred and nine , although I 
resumed my work about January H»1909. And dur- 
ing the whole of 1909 my health was much the 
same as in 1908. There continued to be times 




said. 
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when for a day or more I would suffer from a 
collapse of the nerves, but would continue my 
work, and once or twice while in Washington I had 
to go to a hospital and remain in bed under iuaak 
treatment for a weok or more, and in Sept iadair 
1909,v?hile in Kalamazoo,! was sent to bed by an 
attack of la grippe and obliged to remain there 
for about two weeks under the care of an osteo- 
pathic physician and a nurse. 

I was in trashing*. on in 1909 from the beginning 
of the : ear until August ll,and from December 4 
until the close of the year, and in Kalamazoo 
from August 17, until November 11. I made a vis- 
it to Atlanta,»a. ,from the 12th of November un*. ' 
til the 3d of December. There was a special 
session of Congress in 1909 aid during that ses- 
sion what was knoun as the Payne- Aid rich tariff 
bill was framed and passed. As Senator Burrows 
was a member of the Finance Committee having the 
bill in charge in the Senate ,my work was much 
more arduous than it would otherwise have been. 
But I was not especially unfortunate in this,if 
unfortunate at ail. *he weather was excessively 
hot during the whole of the month of July and 
nearly every one having anyt3iing to do with the 
work of the Senate was sadly overworked. But I 
endured both the he At and the work with little 
inconvenience and was in better health and feel- 
ing better than at any other time during the en- 
tire year. 

I made few addresses in 1909, the condition of 
my health precluding the possibility of my doing 
so during the earlier months of the year. I was 
one of the speakers at a meeting of the Lincoln 
Voters 1 League, August 18 # the day after my arriv- 
al in Kalamazoo. A fair account of my speech 
was given in the Kalamazoo Gazette and transfer- 
red to page Id of Volume S of "Personal Mention? 
On the evening of the 12th day of October ,1909 , 
the W.B.O. gave a dinner in my honor at the 
Grand Army building which was attended by the 
members of the post and of the corps and also by 
a few of the prominent citizens of the city. On 
that occasion I vac pres nted with a magnificent 
bouquet of flowers by the Corps, the president of 
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the dorps making a very fine and tasteful f though 
highly eulogistic radrlress of presentation, to 
which I responded in a "brief speech. The occa- 
sion was one of the happiest of that kind that I 
ever experienced. 

Bctoher 13,1909,1 waB one of the speakers at a 
camp-fire h ;ld in connection /1th the annual re- 
union of the 25th Michigan Infantry. On the e- 
vening otF October 28,1909,1 made an address to 
the 13th Michigan Infantry of which a "brief men- 
tion was made in the Kalamazoo Telegraph and may- 
be found on page 17 of Volume 3 of "Personal 
Mention." 

On the 2nd day of November ,1909,1 made a for- 
mal address to the members of Orcutt Post,fJ.A.E. 
an account of which, as published in the Kalama- 
zoo r ;legraph,can be seen on page 17 of Volume 3 
of "Personal Stent ion." In this account , however , 
the reporter took pains to mention the worth- 
less, inconsequential things I said in my talk 
and omitted to make any mention whatever of the 
main points of the address. 

On pageB 18 and 19 of Volume 3 of "Personal 
Seationi" appears the program of a meeting of 
the Association of the Kalamazoo District of the 
M.E.3hurch,and a brief account of my address on 
■the CShurch and the Country," the report howev- 
er, giving no idea of the address , either in part 
or as a whole, $y address oame on the principal 
day of the session, and I had a large audience, 
made up chiefly of Methodist ministers, with a 
few ministers of other denominations and many 
la.y men and lay women. It ./as the most import- 
ant address that I delivered during the year, and 
received a ;reat deal of applause from the aud- 
ience at frequent periods during its delivery 
and at itB close. One of the most prominent aim' 
ministers who heard it said to me afterwards ,aadt 
with evident sincerity , that "it was the strongest 
and ablest address" that he had heard in a long 
t ime . 

In the early part of the year 1909,Isaao Ste- 
phenson was elected to the Senate of the United 
States by the legislature of the State of Wis- 
consin. Immediately there were rumors and char- 
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ges that this election had "been brought about by 
bribery and the corru»t n use of money among the 
members of the Wiseon A Iegislature . Anticipating 
that the matter would be brought to the atten- 
tion of the Senate, I made an investigation of 
some legal questions which were connected with 
the election and embodied the result of this in- 
vestigation, with my conclusions thereon, in a pa- 
per which 1 designed to be used as a report of 
the commit tee, should the question of the validi- 
ty of the election come before the Senate. 'Shis 
paper may be ound in Volume 2 of my "Writings , n 
on pages 58-60, and is duplicated in Volume 5 of 
my "Writings" on pages 55-57. A few years lat- 
er, and after I was no longer officially inter- 
ested in the affairs of the Senate, an investiga- 
tion of the validity of Mr. Stephenson 1 8 elec- 
tion was ordered by the Senate and was conducted 
by the Gomraittee on Privileges and Elections. 
Before the committee the counsel for Mr. Ste- 
phenson-j-?£r . Littl^f ield of Maine, a very able 
lawyer and for many years one of the leaders in 
the national House of Bepre sent at ives— took the 
same ground that is assumed in the paper prepar- 
ed by me, although he did not support it as fully 
by authorities as is done in the paper referred 
to. But as the committee found that there was 
no oorrupt use of money in connection with the 
elect ion, the question discussed in the paper and 
by Mr. Littlefield , became wholly immaterial and 
was never passed upon by either the committee or 
the Senate. 

In addition to the paper relating to the case 
of Isaac Stephenson,! wrote, in 1909, a paper on 
"Maximum and Minimum Tariff Bates, "which may be 
found in Volume 3 of my "Writings" on pages 1 to 
6. It was prepared during the many and various 
discussions of the tariff bill in the Senate ,and 
was designed by me to be used by Senator Burrows 
as a speech when that part of the bill should 
come before the Senate for . consider it ion. I 
gave the paper to the Senator for his examina- 
tion .without explaining to him up object in 
writing it. But he was busy with other matters 
in connection wit* the I ill, give the paper scant 
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attention, laid it away and forgot it. Some tiae 
after the bill had been passed he accidentally 
dis overed the paper and examined it. He then 
spoke to me about it and expressed much regret 
that he had not understood the purport of the 
paper in time to make use of it, as it would have 
been greatly to his credit had he made a speech 
of that kind on the floor of the Senate, He ex- 
plained that he did not examine the paper when 
it was given him further than to glance hurried- 
ly over the opening sentence and wholly failed ±; 
to apprehend its tenor or its value. 

■Financially the year 1909 was to me a slight 
improvement over 1908, ay income in 1909 being a- 
bout one hundred dollars more than in 1908, and 
ay expenses more than t"o hund d dollars less, 
in spite of the fact that in 1909, as in 1908, my 
expenses for medical care and attendance were 
nearly/ six hundred and fifty dollars. 

"During the whole of the year nineteen hundred 
and ten my health was very much the same as it 
was in 1909. In January I was ill in the Na- 
tional Homeopathic Hospital at Washington for 
more than a week and was ill in bed for about a 
week in the month of May. 

I was in Washington in 1910 from the beginning 
of the year until June 28, and from November 14 
until the close of the year, and in Kalamazoo 
from July 2 until November 8. % work during 
the year embraced the performance of my usual 
duties as clerfc of the coijmittee and the other 
labors which I have described , and also taking 
part in the investigation of the Lorimer case 
and in the Senatorial campaign. And it may be 
as well that I should here give an outline his- 
tory of the Lorimer case before stating what I 
did in relation to it, as the facts in the case 
had much to do with the part I took in it. 

William Lorimer was elected to the Senate by 
the legislature of the State of Illinois in 
1909. For a long time the legislature was una- 
ble to make a choice , because of political condi- 
tions in the State. The republicans had a ma- 
jority in the legislature but were hopelessly 
divided among a number of candidates. Hopkins, 
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the incumbent of the office, was a candidate for 
re-election "but he had made himself obnoxious in 
to the better class of people in the Stately his 
support of Jtoraonism and polygamy in the Snoot 
casefcnd many of the republican members of the 
legislature refused to support him under any 
circumstances. And when he was defeated the 
people in his own town held a jubilation over 
the event. On the other hand Lorimer waB gener- 
ally popular in his home city and throughout the 
State of Illinois, largely on account of his ad- 
vocacy of an improved s./stem of waterways in the 
8tate. After many fruitless ballots had been 
taken by the legislature a plan was formed by 
some of the leading democrats in and out of the 
legislature, by which enough democrats in the 
legislature should vote for Lorimer to elect him 
and in that way widen the breach between the 
factions in the republican party and thus secure 
a partisan advantage and at the same time defeat 
Hopkins and secure a worthy repree ntative of 
the State in the Senate. 5his plan was carried 
out and Lorimer was elected. 

But , unfortunately for Lorimer, the faction of 
the republic an party of Illinois to which he be- 
longed was opposed by the faction supported by 
the CJhlcago Tribune, and the proprietors of that 
paper, smarting under the defeat of their candid- 
ate , were ready to resort to any means, fair or 
foul, to humiliate or crush Lorimer. And it so 
happened that one of the democrats who voted for 
Lorimer was a despicable wretch named Vhite,who 
had crawled into the legislature under the pre- 
text that he was a friend of organised labor, but 
whose aim was to make all the money possible out 
of his official position. It was shown on the 
hearing that he tried in several instances to 
obtain money for his vote and when the session 
closed he was bitterly disappointed because he 
had failed to acquire the amount of money he had 
expected from his office aside from his pay, and 
on several occasions he dedlared that he had not 
received anything for his vote for Lorimer. H« 
then tried to blackmail Lorimer by covert 
threats to claim that corrupt means were used to 
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Taring about Lorimer' s elect ion, but Lorimer paid 
no attention to him. Kno zing of the hostility 
of the Chicago Tribune to Lo rimer .White went to 
the managers of that paper and they paid him 
three thousand five hundred dollars in cash to 
make a statement that he had been bribed to vote 
for Lo rimer. This statement was prepared by one 
of the employees of the paper and signed by 
Vhlte,and this statement was made the basis of 
the charge made by the Tribune against Lorimer, 
and on which an investigation was asked by Lori- 
mer and ordered by the Senate. Of the payment &) 
to Unite by the Tribune no question was raised 
on the hearing but, it was testified to by the 
party paying the money as well as by White him- 
self. It should be added that the Tribune and 
its backers among Lorimer' s enemies, by the lav- 
ish and unscrupulous use of money and by other 
moans. brought forward other claimed evidence of 
bribery , which it would take too long to diBcuss 
here and which is briefly alluded to in the re- 
port of the committee. 

The Tribune thereupon entered upon a campaign 
against Lorimer, nay ing no attention to the facts 
but by falsehood and misrepresentation sought to 
inflame the public mind against Lorimer as one 
who had been elected to the Senate by bribery. 
5his proved to be an easy task. as the great ma- 
jority of the people of the United States ntyna a H 
already believed that nearly or quite all the 
members of the Senate owed their election to 
bribery, such being the shameless assertion of" 
the demagogues who were trying to bring about 
the election of senators by the people, and this 
assertion being implicitly believed by those 
people— unfortunately in the majority — who are 
ready to believe anything evil that may be said 
of those who are prominent in the State or in 
the Nation. In point of fact it is very ques- 
tionable whether in the entire history of the 
government, defore the election of Senators by 
popular vote, there was a total of ten Senators 
who were chosen as a result of the bribery of 
members of the legislature. Since Senators have 
beon elected by the people , either directly or as 



the result of a primary election, several instan- 
ces have already occurred in which Senators have 
he on chosen by means of the corrupt use of money 
among the people who elected them. 

At no time during the Lorimer investigation 
-vas there a scintilla of testimony or axiy decent 
claim that Lorimer was guilty of personally 
bribing any one to vote for him or had any 
knowledge or reason to suspect that corrupt 
means were being used in his behalf. Inde d the 
attorney and representative of the Tribune open- 
ly declared before the investigating committee 
that they did not claim that Lorimer "had any- 
thing to do" with the bribery which they sought 
to show y/aa used by others in his behalf. But 
the great mass of the American eoplt were led 
to believe that Lorimer with his own hands dealt 
out money to the men who voted for him as a con- 
sideration for their votes. These falsehoods, 
misrepresentations and groundless beliefs crea- 
ted a clamor by a large portion of the people 
throughout the country demanding that Lorimer 
should be deprived of his seat in the Senate. 
The effect of this clamor on some of the members 
of the Senate will be noted farther on. 

The investigation of the Lorimer case was, as a 
matter of course , conducted by the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections , and the chairman of the 
committee appointed Senators Salable of South Da- 
kota, Heyburn of Idaho ,Bulkley of Connecticut, 
Paynter of Kentucky, Frasier of Tennessee and 
Johnston of Alabama, who ,wlth himself , were to act 
aB a sub-ccK]mittee and hear the evidence in the 
case. All the members of this sub- committee 
were able lawyers, and one at least-*Senator 
Paynter— had had much Judicial experience. Sen- 
ators Eulldbey and Prazier sat with the sub-com- 
mittee during onlj' a part of the time but the 
remainder were present at every session. The 
sub-committee held its sessions in Ohicago and 
not only heard all the evidence presented by the 
counsel for the Tribune and by the counsel for 
Lorimer, but on its own motion sent for other 
witnesses and made every possible effort to ar- 
ive at the t uth of the matter. At the conclu- 
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sion of the investigation not only the members 
of the sub-committee hut the entire committee, 
save two, agreed that not only was there ao proof 
of bribery, but that there was nothing An the 
testimony , taken as a whole, on hich to found a 
reasonable suspicion that any corrupt methods xt*V 
had been employed to further Mr. Lorimer's elec- 
tion to the Senate. 'Jfhe two who did not agree 
to the report of the committee were Beveridge 
and Fraaier. Of Beveridge it ie enough to say 
that he was alway s , f rom the time of his election 
to the Senate until now, an avowed candidate for 
the Presidency and never took anything into con- 
sideration regarding any question that came be- 
fore the Senate, except how he might be on what 
he conceived to he the popular side. As to 7ra- 
aisr,he declared to the other members of the 
sub-committee that he fully agreed with them 
that there was no credible testimony showing any 
corrupt practices in the election of Lorimer,but 
that some of his prominent aonstituents had de- 
manded of hiia that he go to Chicago and help 
turn Lorimer out of the Senate. He therefore 
dedlined to agree to the report of the commit- 
tee, but submitted no Yiev/s adverse to the report 
and gave no reasons for his attitude in the mat- 
ter. And I always tock a quiet satisfaction in 
the fact that at the expiration of his term of 
office he failed to be rs- elected, so that he 
gained nothing by his moral cowardice. 

The report of the coiaaiittee finding in favor 
of Lorixaer'B right to a seat in the Senate was 
adopted by the Senate by a large majority, and 
there the matter rested during the remainder of 
that Congress. But in the next Congress ,when 
the personnel of the Senate had been largely 
changed, the matter waB again brought up,and in 
obedience to the senseless and vicious clamor of 
an ignorant and prejudiced populace , another in- 
vestigation was ordered. This was contrary to 
all precedent and contrary to all the rules 
which should govern the action of a body like 
the Senate in a case of that kind. It had been 
solemnly decided b\ the Senate in a number of 
cases that a decision by the Senate that a mem- 



350 

ber of that "body was or was not entitled to his 
seat was final and that the question could not i 
he re-opened on any grounds . Senator Hoar, in a 
speech in the Senate on the occasion of the pre- 
sentation of the credential sbf SET. Kenney as a 
Senator from Delaware, took occasion to refer to 
the fact that the Senate hj.d voted that Mr. Du- ; 
Pont was not entitled to a seat in the Senate, 
that he(Ur. Hoar) was net present when that vote 
was taken, that he dicisonted from the opinion on 
Which the vote was "based, that he respected itr. 
DuPont personally and e agerly desired that he 
ahould have a seat in the Senate and thought he 
ou<*ht to have had one on the merits of his case, 
hut,as one of the coramittee # concufcred in its ac- 
tion in deciding hy a unanimous vote that the 
question having once been decided by the Senate, 
could not be re- opened. But Mr, Hoar was a law- 
yer and a statef3man,and h neith9r law, nor right, 
nor just ice/We re a allo?/eR 1 tB a influence the action 
of the time-serving politicians in the Senate 
who were anxious to curry favor with their con- 
stituents and thus secure their votes. Another 
investigation was ordered and was had before the 
new Oomraitten on Privileges .and . Elections , made 
up largely of new members, and again the commit- 
tee reported that the charges of bribery were 
not sustained by the evidence. !iut the Senate 
refused to adopt the report and adopted, instead, 
by a small majority, a resolution declaring Lori- 
mer not entitled to a seat in the Senate. And 
this action was not because a majority of the 
Senators believed the charges to be true, for, I 
venture to say, very few members of the Senate 
entertained such a" belief for a moment , but they 
voted as they did through fear of incurring the 
enmity of their constituents. The successor to 
Senator Burrows in the Senate, before th* vote in 
the Senate was taken privately declared that in 
his judgment there was not a shadow of reason to 
believe that there was any bribery connected 
with Lorimer's election, but that he should be 
compelled to vote against Lorimer because the 
people of Michigan demanded it of him. "'his at- 
titude was in striking contrast to that of Dan- 
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iel Vebster, who, when the legislature of ^lassa- 
chusetts passed resolutions demanding of him 
that he supp©tfJcertain measures or resign his 
seat in the Senate, had the resolutions read in 
the Senate and then declared that he would not 
comply with the demand of the Massachusetts leg- 
islature nor resign his seat. That in his offi- 
cial action he should not he governed hy the 
wishes of the legislature or of the people of 
Massachusetts hut hy his own conscience and his 
sense of right and justice, as his oath required. 
But the stern adherence to right and the consci- 
entious compliance with the requirements oime's 
oath, which was the rule with the law-makers of 
Webster 1 s day, are conspicuous hy their absence 
among many— not all by any means— of those who 
have seats in Congress in these days. And it 
was because of the moral courage of Senator Bur- 
rows as exhibited in many of his public acts,es- 

fecially in the Lorimer case, that I caused to be 
ncorporated in the resolutions adopted by the 
bar of Kalamazoo county after his death( Volume 
5 of ray "Writings, "page 79)that part which com- 
mends his "courageous adherence to principle and 
conscientious regard for his oath." But those 
Senators who voted against Lorimer paid no re*- 
gard to principle nor to their oaths hut voted, 
like the petty politicians that they were, in ac- 
cordance with what they thought to be their own 
selfish interests and thus perpetrated an out- 
rage upon the lav/ and upon truth and justice. I 
do not write thus because of any regard for Lor- 
imer, as I never had any. I had no more than a 
speaking acquaintance with him, and never ex- 
changed a word with him concerning the merits of 
his case. He was known, both in Chicago and in 
Washington (by those who had any personal knowl- 
edge on the subject), as a man of very correct 
habits and principles and kind and generous in 
his dealings with others. He was unfortunate in 
some of the political support that he received 
in his several elections to the House of Bepre- 
sentatives,but not,as a rule, in the oh racter of 
the parties who supported him for the Senate. 
And I have myself more than once when a candid- 
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ate for off ice, had the support of some of the 
vilest cocial and political elements that exist- 
ed ,hut Z never thought says : If any the worse ^or- 
ally or politically, for that .Lorimer' s offense 
was simply that he belonged ; to a wing of the re- 
pu lican party in Illinois that was o posed "by 
.a faction controlled "by the Ohloago tribune, and 
that paper used the money it commanded and the 
influence it could exert as a journal to crush 
him. What I have written of the Lorimer case is 
based on my persoaal knowledge of the law and 
the testimony in the case. 

And it should be said, before passing from the 
subject ,that the question whether there was any 
bribery connected with Lorimer* s election was 
submitted to three separate Juries of the State 
of Illinois, two in .Ihicago where Lorimer lived 
and one in Springfield where the bribery was al- 
leged to have be on comrultted # . .Sfo question was a- 
ever raised by any sensible person but that the 
Jurors in each of these cases were honest , intel- 
ligent citizens, and in every one of the oases 
the State Of f iciai-8,who belonged to the Tribune 
fact ion ,uged their, utmont endeavors to prove 
that there was bribery. But in every case the 
jurors, more mindful of their oaths than were 
some of the members of the Seaate ,unhesitatimgly 
and unanimously found that there was no bribery. 
And in the case against Lee 0. Browne, who , it was 
cl;timed,distributed the bribe money ,B ro vne did 
not even take the pains to go upon the stand and 
testify in his own behalf .but relied on the man- 
ifest falsity of White's t estimonjfand the jury 
found .within half an hour after the case was 
submitted to them, that White's testimony was not 
to be believed even when uncontradicted by any 
direct testimony as to the main fact in the a*x» 
case. Browne was svrorn and testified before the 
sub-co:.Tmittee,and not only denied White's story, 
but told in detail all the facts relating to his 
connection with the election of Lorimer, and im- 
pressed every member of the sub-committee with 
his evident intelligence .honesty ,t .-uthfulness 
and candor. And it 1b also worthy of note in 
this connection^ at long after the charges by 



py the Tribune had been published and circulated 
far and wide, Browne wae not only re-nominated by 
his party but was triumphantly re-elected to the 
Illinois legislature by an increased majority, 
showing that the people of his senatorial dist- 
rict utterly discredited the stories of briber 
in the Lorimer election. 

. The story of ray own connection with the Lori- 
mer case will not take so much space as the ac- 
count of the case itself. I*hen it became known 
that the charges made at the instance of the 
Tribune were to be presented to the Senate, I be- 
gin to examine the question of bribery in the 
election of Senators and the precedents on the 
subject, ;ith a view to the determination by the 
Committee whether the charges made and the pre- 
liminary testimony in support of them would war- 
rant the committee in recommending an investiga- 
tion of the charges. The result of this examin- 
ation waB embodied in a paper submitted to the 
committee, a copy of which appears in Volume 3 of 
my •Writings" on pages 23 to 28. But the pur- 
pose of the examination was rendered practically 
immaterial by the request for an investigation, 
made by Sr. Lorimer himself , which was granted as 
a matter of course. 

I accompanied the sub-committee to Ohio ago ( al- 
t hough it was no part of my official duty to do 
so), at the request of Senator Burrows, and was in 
Chicago fro» September 20th to October 10th ex- 
cept during, a recess of a few days in the inves- 
tigationiatrthe request of the members of the 
sub- committee I took part with them in all the 
proceedings during the inve litigation, and was 
considered and treated by them in all respects 
as if I had been one of their number. I sat 
with them during the he wrings (as will appear by 
a picture made 'rom a photograph of the sub-com- 
mittee and others, found on page 22 of Volume 3 *! 
of "Personal Mention") , and w&en a question of 
the admissibility of evidence had to be decided 
and the members of the sub-committee retired for 
consultation, I accompanied them and took part in 
their d liberations. And on the«e occasions I 
was able to be of no little assistance to the 
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member a of the sub-comuiittee, because , being the 
author of a work on Senate Sleet ion Oases .and 
thoroughly familiar rith the subject, I was able 
to inform them at once whether the question un- 
ci ?r consideration had ever been before the Sen- 
ate, and if it had how it wa3 decided and the 
rea- one for the decision. If the question was a 
new one, my opinion in regard to it was ankdd and 
given, the s ara« as if I had been a member of the 
committee. 

2Iy association with the members of the sub- 
committee in the way I have indie vted .naturally 
brought me into closer personal acquaintance 
with them than I had enjoyed before and with 
this acquaintance I came to esteem each one of 
them more highly than ever before. And this was 
especially true in regard to Senators «amble, 
Paynter and Johnston, whom I found to be unusual- 
ly intelligent, refined, courteous and affable 
gentlemen. But the personal friendship that I 
had for Senator Paynter ,and which he seemed to 
have for me, was somewhat more decided than that 
which existed betwe jo. either of the others and 
myself , as both Senator Paynter and I had had 
considerable experience on the b *ich and that 
fact formed a tie of sympathy between us which 
did not exist between any of the others and my- 
self. 

After the t aking of testimony had been con- 
cluded, the results of the investigation submit- 
t d to the full committee , duly considered and a 
decision "by the committee had been reached,! was 
designated by the committee to prepare the re- 
port and did so. A copy of the report as pre- 
pared by me and adopted by the committee, ap- 
pears on pages 29 to 33 of Volume 3 of my •Writ- 
ings, ■ and includes the whole of the report ex- 
cept some extracts from the testimony which were 
inserted at the suggestion of some of the mem- 
bers of the committee. But as these extraots 
were not, of course , original with me and are not 
necessary to an understanding of the report,! 
did not include then as any part of my writings. 
All that does so appear was ff.p written by me 
without any suggestion from any one. 
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After the report had been submitted to the 
Senate and the debate upon it had begun, I pre- 
pared from time to time* reviews of the speeches 
of Senators who spoke against Lorimer,and a copy 
of ea:h of these revie, s is preserved in Volume" 
3 of my "Writings" on pages 34 to 49 and 61 to 
67. Some of these reviews w-?re written in 1910, 
others in 1911, as the discus. ion of the case in 
the Senate was continued until into the latter 
year. 

At the request of Sen tor Burrows X prepared 
those portions of his speech in the Senate on 
the Lorimer case that appear on pages 150 to 55 
of Volume 3 of my "Writings." But these are on- 
ly parte of the speech, a large part of it being 
prepared by Sir. Burrows himself. Aether the 
part that I contributed to this speech was writ- 
ten by me in 1910 or in 1911 I am not positive. 

I did a great dial of political work in 1910, 
but the whole of it iras in furtherance of the 
candidacy of Senator Burrows for re-elect ion. Had 
I been consulted in the matter I siiould have ad- 
vised against his candidacy altogether , as I was 
not able to see how Senator Burrows could gain 
anything by a re-elect ion, and did see how he was 
likely to lose much by being a candidate. I 
therefore thought that it would be much better 
for him to follow the example of Senators Hale, 
Aldrich and a few others ,and decline to be a 
candidate. But inasmuch as he decided to be a 
candidate I supported him heartily and worked to 
the best of my ability to secure his nomination 
at the primary election which was held Septeuaber 
6,1910. And a large part of my work after my 
arrival in Kalamasoo from Washington early in 
July,until the date of the primary , consisted in 
dictating or writing letters to nqjjf friends and 
others throughout the State , asking their Bupport 



v nee his political interests. I also wrote a 
number of articles that were published in some 
of the newspapers of the St ate, or otherwise, 
which I did not preserve, and I also wrote a con- 
siderable part of a pamphlet that was printed xa 
and circulated throughout the State— the part 
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written hy rae "being preserved on pages 58 to 30 
of Volume 5 of my "Writings." ?he remainder of 
the pamphlet was written by Mr. Hose , who had 
charge of ?fr. Burrows 1 campaign, and the part 
written by him was not preserved hy me. 

The result of the primary was the nomination 
of Qharles E.Townsend. Ho hotter illustration 
than this oould he needed to demonstrate the 
folly of the primary system in the selection of 
men for the higher positions under the govern- 
ment. A large majority of the republican elec- 
tors of Michigan did not vote at the primary at 
all, and a groat many democrat a voted for Towa- 
send at the republican primary # and a majority of 
those who voted at the republican primary made a 
choice so foolish as to be ridiculous. Senator 
Burrows, with all his faults (and few men were 
more aware of these than I) ,was a man of much 
ability, had high moral views and principles , pos- 
sessed great moral courage, aad his services as a 
legislator and as a representative of his State 
were exceedingly valuable to the people of Hich- 
igan. But a majority of those who took the 
trouble to vote on the question at all,deliber- 
ately expressed their preference for a man much 
below mediocrity in ability, a man with no fixed 
convictions on any moral quest ion, with no moral 
courage whatever .and who has been of not the 
least value to his State in any way. I have had 
an intimate knowledge of 2Sr. Townsend during the 
whole of his oolitical and a large part of his 
legal career, and I know whereof I affirm. And I 
venture to say that more than three- f purths of 
the lawyers of Michigan are more than equal to 
Sr. Townsend in ability, and on all important 
public questions he has alw ay a been a trimmer, 
vacillating and inconstant , and with no higher 
motive than to endeavor to keep in what he has 
at the time thought to be the popular current. 
And if he has ever obtained a single thing of 
value to his State ,or performed one service of 
value to its people, no one has ever heard of it. 
Hi3 election to the Senate by any legislature of 
Michigan, or his nomination by any State conven- 
tion that could have been asa rabled in Michigan, 
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"fichigan would never have "been a possibility. 
But towns md was always aa arrant demagogue , and 
since the adoption of the primary system the 
demagogue has had full away in the political af- 
fairs of Michigan. 

Tf the Townsend case were the only instance of 
the kind it might he regarded as exceptional. 
But junfortunat-lj^the selection of imcoapetent 
and unworthy men for high official positions by 
the republican primaries, has been the rule and 
not the exception in Michigan during the past 
eight or ten years , during, which the primary sys- 
tem has been in vogue. In some instances the 
people have corrected in part at tha polls the 
folly committed at the primaries .but this, as 
Senator Hoar once ably demonstrated .is a hard 
remedy, and in most instances the voters prefer 
to vote for an unworthy candidate of their party 
rather than vote contrary to their fixed polit- 
ical principles. 

The social happenings in which I took part in 
1910, such as meetings of the different social 
and literary organizations to which I belonged 
in "Washington and Kalamazoo , we re about the suae 
in number and of the same kind as t!,ose I had 
attended for a number of the preceding years. 
Though I was Just out of the hospital ,1 attended 
the annual banquet of the Michigan Association 
on the evening of the 23th day of January, and 
later in the same evening I a' tended a reception 
given by the Vice-President and ffrs. Sherman to 
which I had be n invited, a reception which, in 
the number of distinguished people attending it 
and in the lavish and costly provision made for 
the entertainment of the guests, was superior to 
any reception by the Fresident that I ever at- 
tended. On the evening of the 3d day of 'Jarch, 
1910,1 attended the annual banquet tff the Michi- 
gan Social 01ub,but had no prominent part there- 
in. On the evening of September 16th, 1910, :rs. 
F.J.Pomeroy give a reception in my honor at her 
home in the country, a short distance southeast 
from Kalamazoo, which was largely attended by a 
very plearant company of people, and in the even- 
ing of October 21, 1910, Sir. and Mrs. Hartney A. 
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••mne t gaf* a din: • • in m honor to f« i of 
their friends at their home in Kalamazoo .of 
which mention was made in the Kalamazoo Tele- 
graph, a copy of the item being preserved an page 
23 of Volume 5 of "Personal Mention." 

In February, 1910,1 received the following com- 
munication: 

•Kalamazoo ,Kich. ,F:b.21 ,1910. 
"Session of the Second Quarterly Oonference of 
the First Methodist Episcopal Church. 
•She following communication was read and unan- 
imously endorsed by a rising voto: 

'For many yeans an American flag hung on the 
walls of our church, emblematic of the protection 
which our government gives to our religious in- 
stitutions and the privilege which each one has 
to worship ®od according to the dictates of his 
own conscience. 

•In time, however, the material in this flag de- 
cayed and the flag was removed. Our honored 
friend and brother , Judge See .K. Buck, at the last 
Quarterly Oonference called attention to the ab- 
sence of this flag and generously offered to 
furnish a new one. 

»A committee was appointedjto act with Judge £k 
Buck in selecting a flag, and they chose the one 
that now adorns the church. 

•At a recent morning service our pastor, in 
well chosen words , referred to the gift of Judge 
Buck and the audience Joined heartily in singing 
our National Hymn, "My Gountry "Pis of '2hee.» 

•Now we. the Quarterly Conference, as individ- 
uals, and in behalf of our entire church member- 
ship, wish to record our appreciation of this 
b .autiful gift from Bro, Buck, and while it will 
remind us of the donor, we trust that it *ill 
have the added effect of carrying our minds in a 
spirit of thankfulness to the Sod who has given 
us our lot in a land of civil and religious lib- 
erty. 

Signed, 

'■!. J.r.irelow, 

TV .0 Lin." 4 
October 29,1910,1 received notice fff my elec- [ 
tion to membership in the Authors 1 91m D, of Lon- \ 



559 

don ,England. Several weeks before that time I 
had received a letter from the Secretary of the 
Olub inviting me to make application for member- 
ship and to submit with it such of a; liteaary 
productions as I might think f it , suggest ing,howe 
ever, that 1 send a copy of "Through Stress and 
Storm,* which indicated that my name had been 
obtained from "Who's Who in Ame-rica.® I pas ad- 
vised that my election would not follow my ap- 
plication as a matter of course, as less than 
half of those who a..plied for admission to the 
club, either with or without an invitation to do 
so, we re elected to membership , and that my elec- 
tion would depend .holly on the estimate the 
club might place on the literary value of my 
published work. I sent my application and with 
it a copy of the book mentioned and also the pa- 
per on "Indeterminate Sentences," and the lines 
entitled "Emmaus." All these were referred to a 
committee of members of jlfee club consisting of 
Sir Edward Brabrook and Sir John Brickwood,Sir 
Edward being the author of a number of English 
works, and Sir John an occasional contributor to 
English periodicals of articles exhibiting a 
reat de 1 of talent and fine literary taste. 
Each of the committeemen rea.d carefully all the 
matter I sent to the club, and later made a re- 
port highly extoling the merits of my literary 
work, and on the strength of their report I was 
promptly and unanimously elected to membership 
in the club, of which fhomas Hardy has for a num- 
ber of years been the president , and which in- 
' eludes in its list of members such authors as 
Hall Gaine, Arthur Gonan Doyle ,Eyder Haggard, An- 
thony Hope Hopkins, and many others who are well 
known as authors, none being admitted except 
those who have written some published work of 
positive literary value. 

X made no important addresses in 1910, but de- 
livered a number of which nearly or quite all 
were of only minor merit. I was many time: dur- 
ing the year invited to apeak when I was unable 
to do so on account of the condition of my 
health, the same having be;;* true in former 
years. February 22,1910,1 delivered an address 



360 

at a meet ing held in Vabhington under the aus- 
pices of Parragtat Post, and chose for my subject 
•Washington as a Military Leader,* I being the » 
only speaker on that occasion. On Sunday, Sep- 
tember 4,1910,1 occupied the pulpit of the Pres- 
byterian church at Schoolcraft in the forenoon 
and delivered an address to a large meeting of 
people interested in Sundey Schools, my topic be- 
ing, "The Bible. » On the evening of the same day 
I delivered another address at the Methodist 
church(I think it was) at Vieksburg,the subject 
chosen for me being??he Olmrch and the Oountry." 
I was one of the speakers at the annual re-union 
of the Kalamazoo county battalion of Union sold- 
iers a/id SHilors,held at Kalamazoo in the after- 
noon #f September 9,1910jmine being the princi- 
pal address on that occasion, each of the other 
speakers named in the list given on page 21 of 
Volume 5 of "Personal Mention" saying only a few 
word£3. L iter in the s uae afternoon I was the 
only speaker at an anniversary meeting of the Yf. 
0.T.U. of Kalamazoo, a brief account of the meet- 
ing being preserved in a cxipping from the Kala- 
mazoo Gazette and found on page 20 of Volume 5 
of "Personal Mention." 

At the animal re-union of my regiment , held at 
Jacgson September 13,1910,1 was unexpectedly 
called upon to speak and did so and ay talk was 
received by those who heard it with enthusiasm, 
and much applause, The reporter for the Jackson 
Patriot who furnished the account found on page 
21 of Volume 3 of "Personal Mention," made an 
incorrect record of some of the parts of m re- 
marks that were of no account whatever , ana made 
no allusion to the salient joints of my speeich. 
I was also one of the speakers at the ref-union 
of the Thirteenth Michigan Infantry , held at Kal- 
amazoo, October 27,1910,and on the 22nd day of 
November ,1910,1 gave a formal taH of some 
length at a meeting of the comrades of Farragut 
Post and their friends at T/achington. 

Nearly all the writing of any importance that 
I did in 1910 was what has already been mention- 
ed, namely , the various papers r lating to the £kx'. 
Loriiaer case found in Volume 3 of my "Writings," 



from page 25 to page 5t>, including the report of 
the committee and a part of the speech of Sena- 
tor Burrows, and the article on the senatorial 
record of ]fr. Burrows before mentioned. In Jan- 
uar of that yenr I framed a letter for Senator 
Burrow: on the subject of the primary election 
law of Michigan, a copy of which letter appears 
in Volume 5 of my "Writings" on pages 20 to 22. 
The letter was only slightly changed in a few 
unimportant particulars before being signed by 
Senator Burrows. 

My total income and ray total exp nses in 1910 
differed from my income and expenses in 1909 by 
only a few dollars. 

©he record for nineteen h ,Jtd red and eleven as 
set forth in this work, will include only the 
first four months of that year. The beginning 
of the year, like the close of 1910, found me con- 
fined to my bed by serious illness. And those 
attacks continued to occur frequently during all 
the time that I remained in Washington. It was 
not until I had left my official work ajad the 
eity altogether that Wf condition of he 1th gave 
any' indications of marked improvement , shoeing 
that my iafira health was due in a great degree 
to to confinement in a/ miserably ventilated 
room in the flapitol and the performance of dif- 
ficult and responsible duties requiring severe 
mental labor. 

During the first few weeks of 1911 my work was 
largely connected with the Loriaer case, my 
comments on the speeches of Senators Suramins, 
Boot and Borah, and much of my rrork on the speech 
of Senator Burrows being done after the begin- 
ning of 1911. 

participation in social matters continued 
— so far as my health v.ould permit — during all 
the time that* I v/as in ¥ash|*gt©a in 1911. I at- 
tended the annual banquet of the Michigan asso- 
ciation, which, for some reason not now remember- 
ed, was held on the evening of January 25,1911 
instead of being held according to the usual 
custom on the 25th. ,the latter being the date of 
the admission of Michigan into the Union. I al- 
so attended the banquet of the Michigan Social 
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(!lub on the evening of February 20, 1911, as well 
as the regular meetings of that club and of oth- 
er social and literary organisations of Washing- 
ton of which I wat3 a member . I did not attend 
the President's reception that year on account 
of the condition of ay health at the time when 
it occurred, 
j In the month of February ,1911,1 attended two 
entertainments of more than ordinary importance, 
the first the flay tff Macbeth, given at the Be- 
lawco Iheatre in Washington , February 6 ,1911, with 
B.H.Sothern and Julia Marlowe in the leading 
roles i the other the play entitled ot ±hy trial of 
I Jeanne d'Arc," at the Sew National theatre in 

Washington, oh the 8th of the same month, with Sa- 
I rah Bernhardt as the star. 

I made only two addresses before leaving Wash- 
ington in the spring of 1911, the first on the 
evening of January 10, 1911, to a joint meeting ©f 
Farragut Post and Oorps. "she subject of my ad- 
dress was "Union Sengs in the csivil War, - — not 
the same address as the owe on "War Uongs" de- 
livered in Kalamazoo several ye rs before, but 
something wholly different — with a review and 
recitation of Julia Ward Howe's "Battle Hymn of 
the Bepublic." "his address was received by the 
audience with indications of enthusiastic ap- 
proval, and at its close the entire audience , hot h 
men and women, instantly and spontaneously took 
up and sang the "Battle Hymn w wliich I had just 
eulogized and recited. The other address was a 
more brief one given before a meeting of the 
Bane character on the evening of February 28, 
1911. I delivered four more addresses in the 
same year, but these were all delivered in Michi- 
gan and later than the time at which this record 
elos-s. And Z may be excused for stating here, 
as a part of the story of my life, the fact that, 
beginning with the first public address that I 
can remember making, which was after I had en- 
listed in the army, down to the time of this 
writing— February 1917— I have made between four 
hundred and five hundred public speeches , lec- 
tures or addresses. And this. as I have before 
said, does not include any of the brief informal 
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talks of which I have mad© a very great number, 
but includes only formal addresses which Z was 
asked to deliver at public meetings of greater 
or less importance , generally on important occa- 
sions. For one not a professional lecturer this 
is a remarkable record and, I dare say, equaled by 
very few whose" lives have been as busy as mine. 

All that I wrote in the first four months of 
1911 related chiefly to the Lorimer case, that 
case being, according tc my present recoil ction, 
before the Senate of that Congress until the 
latter part of January or early in February ,1911 
when a vote was taken on the question of adopt- 
ing the report of the committee and the report 
adopted, as has been before stated. ,;efore the 
taking of this vote I wrote the criticisms of 
the speeches of Senators CN a ins ,S.oot and Borah, 
before mentioned. In Eareh of that year I wrote 
an article on the visit of Abraham Lincoln to 
Kalama-oo in the yea* 1855 and sent it to the 
Kalamazoo Telegraph to be published or not as^he 
editors of that paper might thint b-st, The 
course of the editors concerning this article is 
an illustration of the inability of the average 
editor to perceive what will interest the gener- 
al reader and what will not. Of course I sent 
the communication to the paper largely for his- 
torical reasons, but I made all the interest in 
the article center in an anecdote concerning 
Lincoln's speech in Kalamazoo in 186a, an anec- 
dote which well illustrated one of Lincoln's 
prominent characteristics— his candor and fair- 
ness and his ability to make his presentation of 
his views the stronger by conceding to his oppo- 
nents everything that was immaterial or rela- 
tively unimportant. This was one of the main 
sources of Lincoln's strength as a lawyer and as 
a statesman. She story was qnite brief and took 
hardly so much space as. did some unimportant ob- 
servations of mine, of little or no interest to 
the average reader, suggesting the desir ability 
of having some place in Kalamazoo for the pres- 
ervation of things relating to the early history 
of Ealamasoo. This latter part of the article 
might have been omitted without detracting from 
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its interest in any way. But the sapient editor 

who rend the communication retained all the un- 
important stuff , calling attention to the most 
unimportant part of it by a headline in large 
type, (which does not appear in the clippimgjand 
eliminated altogether Ifee only part which could 
give any interest or value to the article. 4 
copy of the article as it appeared in the news- 
paper, In its emasculated force, in preserved on 
page 68 of Volume 3 of my "Writings. 8 

Later in the year 1911 I wrote the paper on 
the life and character of Senator Burrows, 
which appears in Volume 3 <£f my *¥rltingw" on 
pages 69 to 73. Certain portions of this paper 
were afterwards printed in the Kalamazoo tele- 
graph in November 1915, immediately after the 
death of the yubject of the paper. The entire 
article was written at the earnest request of 
the editor of the "Telegraph and was in all res- 
peets approved by him, but was not published at 
the time when it was written on account of a 
disagreement between the editor and the manager 
of the paper concerning payment for the article. 

Wr. ?urrows retired from the Senate March 4, 
1911, but remained in tyanhington for several 
months after that date. I left Washington on 
the 24th day of March, 1011 ,and at the same time 
or soon there ; .fter I re/roved all my belongings 
from ^a c .hington and thus terminated , finally ,my 
temporary residence at the National Capital in 
connection with my employment there, I could 
have retained my position as Clerk of the Com- 
mittee on Privileges and 31ectlons 6f the Senate 
had I so deuiredjbut I did not. Indeed, Z had 
v.* i shed to resign the place as early as the au- 
tumn of 1905, but my suggestion to this effect 
met with such strenuous opposition from Senator 
Burrows that I abandoned the intention for a 
time. But had he been re-elected to the Senate 
I should have insisted on resigning at about the 
time when I did, as I felt that I could not safe- 
ly continue to perform the work devolving on me. 

Had President 'Jaft not called the extra ses- 
sion of Congress in 1911,1 could have retained 
the position and received the salary attached 






^ thereto , with practically no duties to perform, 
^ until December 1911, when the regular session xv: 
| would he due to begin. But that monumental 
Apiece of political and official folly compelled 
^ me either to re urn to Washington at the begin- 
ning of the evtra session on the first day of 
! ?ay and take up the work of the position, or ee- 
slgn the place. So on tie 28th day of April, 
,1911,1 sent to the I ecretary of the Senate my 
resignation of the office o f Olork of the Oomr 
mitteeo n griv i lege~s~~ancl JKXec t. ions ,to t ke ef- 
fsdT~Spril 50,1911. And on the latter date I an 
made my final retireraent froia all the active 
* business of life, either public or private .having 
been constantly engaged in some jmblic or pri- 
vate occupation and in the performance of duties 
for others — cither individuals , the public or the 
Nation — from the time when I began teaching in 
>J.859,a period of more than fifty-one yearsWSinee 
U my r^tir uaent I have not be n idle but have oc- 
\ cupied the time in mental or physical work of 
s some kind, but this work has been largely , almost 
^wholly, for myself and has been a part of ay ex- 
istence only, not of my life. 

'he riting of this book has, with every stage 
of its progress , brought to my consciousness the 
fact that I have outlived ray day and have been 
telling <fff people and of events belonging to a 
period and to a generation long since passed ax*', 
away. Nearly all the persons mentioned in this 
work have gone to the great beyond. Those among 
•horn I lived and labored, who were my friends and 
associates in my childhood, my youth,during mid- 
dle life and in ray maturer years are, almost 

* without except ion, no longer mimbered among the 
^inhabitants of this eairth,and it is only in my 
$ memory and in jay dreams that X eaH^recall their 

* faces', their forms, their individual characterist- 
•0 ics and the times and the events in which they 
J and I had a part. It is therefore not strange 
f that,almo8t continually, 

"I feel like one who treads alone 
Some banquet hall deserted, 
T/hose lights are fled. whose garlands dead, 
And all but he departed." 



